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Sixth  Seffion  of  the  Ninth  Parliament 
o  F 

G  REAT-^B  RITA  I N. 


On  the  iSth  of  November,  1746,  his  Majefty  went  to 
the  '  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  opened  the  Sejjion  with  the 
following  moji  Gracious  Speech. 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
''  T  HAVE  called  you  together  as  early  as  the  late  Anno  i74€. 
*'  JL  Ccnclufion  of  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parliament, 
<'  and  the  Situation  of  public  AfFairs,  v/ould  permit. 
''  During  this  Recefs,  I  hav^e  been  particularly  atten- 
"  tive  to  extinguifh  any  Remains  of  the  late  Rebellion, 
*'  and  to  re-eltablifli  and  fecure  our  Tranquillity  at 
"  Home,  fo  far  as  depended  upon  me.  The  reft  I 
^'  have  Reafon  to  expefl;  from  your  Zeal  and  prudent 
"  Deliberations  ;  of  which  the  Foundation  already 
"  laid  gives  me  well-grounded  Hopes. 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  State  of  the  War  Abroad 
**  has  received  a  confiderable  Alteration.  Though 
"  France  has  made  fome  farther  Progrefs  in  the  Ne- 
^*  therlands,  yet  the  United  Provinces,  whofe  Interefl:s 
"  are  fo  ftric^ly  connedied  with  ours,  have  been  pre- 
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Anno  1746.   "  ferved  from,  that  Danger,  which  threatened  them  at 

Opening  of  the  Campaign ;  and  a  confiderable  Army 
'^  remains  there  for  their  Defence.  It  has  pleafed 
''  God  to  blefs  the  Arms  of  my  good  Allies,  the 
"  Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungary^  and  the  King  of  Sar- 
"  dinia^  with  fignal  Succefs  in  Italy.  The  Acquifi- 
"  tions  made  there  by  our  Enemies  have  been  recovered 
''  from  them;  their  Forces,  broken  and  almoft  ruined, 
*'  have  been  obliged  to  evacuate  that  Country ;  and 
''  an  Irruption  is  now  adtually  making  into  France y 
'^  whereby  the  DiftreiTes  of  that  Kingdom  muft  be 
*'  greatly  increafed,  and  a  proportionable  Diverfion 
•'  made  in  Favour  of  the  Low  Countries, 

''  I  have  often  affured  you,  that  my  fole  Aim  in 
*'  carrying  on  this  juft  and  neceffary  War  is  a  fafe  and 
*'  honourable  Peace.  In  this  View  I  have  fhewed  a- 
*'  fmcere  Difpofition  towards  a  general  Pacification, 
*'  I  have  confented  to  the  holding  of  Conferences  at 
''  Breda^  in  order  to  try  whether  our  Enemies  will,  in 
"  the  Event,  agree  to  fuch  Terms  and  Conditions,  as- 
''  may  be  confident  with  the  Honour  of  my  Crown,. 
*'  the  Security  and  true  Interefts  of  my  Kingdoms,. 
''  and  my  Engagements  to  my  Allies,  whom  it  is  my 
^'  firm  Refolution  not  to  abandon. 

"  But  whilft  we  are  treating  of  Peace,  Reafon  and 
*'  good  Policy  demand,  that  we  fhould  be  prepared  for 
*'  War.  I  am  therefore  acl:uaily  concerting  with  my 
*'  Allies  the  proper  Meafures  for  vigoroufly  purfuing 
*'  the  War  in  another  Campaign,  in  cafe  the  Obfti- 
''  nacy  of  our  Enemies  fhould  render  it  neceffary. 
*'  My  Defire  is  to  ad  juft  thefe  Meafures  as  fpeedily  as 
*'  poflible,  that  our  Preparations  may  be  early ;  that 
*'  the  Confederate  Army  in  the  Netherlands  may  be 
*'  augmented  in  Time;  and  the  Operations  on  the 
*'  Side  of  Italy  carried  on  with  Effe<Si:,  It  fhall  alfo 
*'  be  my  particular  Care  to  exert  our  Strength  at  Seay 
*'  in  the  moft  efFe(Si:ual  Manner,  for  the  Defence  of 
*'  my  Kingdoms  and  PofTeiTions,  the  ProtetStion  of  the 
*'  Trade  of  my  Subjeds,  and  the  Annoyance  of  our 
"  Enemies." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

"  I  have  ordered  the  Eftimates  for  the  enfuing  Year 
"  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  voui  and  defire  you 

''  to 
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*^  to  grant  me  fuch  Supplies  as  fliall  be  requlfite  for    Anno  174^.^ 

*'  your  own  Security,   -dnd  for  carrying  on  fuch  Mea- 

"  lures  as  it  fhali  be  neceflary  for  Great-Britain  to  pur- 

''  fue,  in  the  prefent  important  Conjunfture.     It  gives 

«'  me  much  Concern  to  be  obliged  at  the  fame  Time  to 

"  acquaint  you,  that  by  reafon  of  the   unavoidable 

*^  xA.ccidents,  and  Confequences  of  War,  the  Funds 

*'  appropriated  for  the  Support  of  my  Civil  Govern- 

*'  ment  have,  for  fome  Years  pafl:,  fallen  greatly  fhort 

''  of  the   Revenue  intended,  and  granted  by  Parlia- 

*'  ment :  I  therefore  rely  on  your  known  AfFe6tion  to 

*'  me,  to  find  out  fome  Method  to  make  good  this 

*'  Deficiency." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

'^  Nothing  is  fo  valuable,  and  efiential  to  me,  as 
"  your  vigorous  Support;  on  this  I  depend;  and  I 
*'  truft  you  will  demonftrate  it  by  the  Zeal,  Unani- 
*'  mity,  and  Difpatch  of  your  Proceedings." 

Refolved  ncmiyie  cojitradicente^  That  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  l^c.  which  was  as 
follows. 

"  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 
*'  "^  T  TE  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Sub- 
'^  VV  jefts,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  in 
''  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  our  hum- 
''  ble  Thanks  for  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Speech 
''  from  the  Throne.  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  your 
''  Majefty's  particular  Attention  to  extinguifh  the  Re- 
''  mains  of  the  late  Rebellion ;  and  we  beg  Leave  to 
*'  alTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will  not  fail  on  our 
^'  Parts  to  anfwer  your  juft  Expediations,  by  taking 
*'  all  fuch  further  Meafures,  as  fhall  appear  conducive 
''  to  re-eftablifh,  upon  a  lafting  Foundation,  the  Se- 
"  curity  and  Tranquillity  of  your  Majefty's  Govern- 
*'  ment. 

^'  We  moft  heartily  congratulate  your  Majefty  up6n 
**  the  fignal  Succefs,  with  which  it  has  pleafed  God 
*'  to  blefs  the  Arms  of  your  Allies  in  Italy.  The  wife 
*'  and  vigorous  Meafures  they  are  jointly  purfuing  to 
"  improve  it,  by  the  Irruption  now  actually  making 
"  into  France^  give  us  juft  Ground  to  hope,  that,  by 
*^  the  happy  Confequence  of  that  Operation,  the 
B  2  ^'  DiftrefTes 
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Anno  1746.  "  DiHrefTes  of  our  Enemies  may  be  fo  increafed,  md 
''  fuch  Advantages  gained  over  them,  as  may  balance  in 
"  a  great  Meafure  the  LoiTes  fuftained  in  the  other  Part 
"  of  the  Continent. 

^^  We  acknov/ledge,  with  the  deepeft  Senfe  of  Gra- 
*'•  titude,  your  Majefty's  great  Care,  and  paternal 
*'  Tendernefs  for  your  People,  exprelTed  in  your  Ma- 
"  jefty's  Endeavours  to  procure  a  general  Paciiication; 
''  and  we  do  at  the  fame  Time,  with  the  greateft  Duty 
"  and  AfFe6lion,  allure  your  Majefty,  that  your  faithful 
*'  Commons  will  grant  fuch  timely  and  adequate  Sup- 
^'  plies  as  may,  with  the  hearty  Concurrence  and  united 
"  Efforts  of  your  Allies,  enable  your  Majefty  either  to 
''  carry  on  the  War  in  the  moft  efFe61:ual  Manner  both 
'^  by  Sea  and  Land,  or  to  obtain  fuch  a  Peace  as  may 
*'  be  confiftent  with  the  Honour  of  your  Crown,  your 
*'  Engagements  to  your  Allies,  and  the  true  Intereft  of 
*'  your  People, 

"  We  do  humbly  afiure  your  Majefty,  that  we  will 
''  take  into  our  Confideration,  and  make  good,  what- 
*'  ever  Deficiencies  fliall  appear  to  us  to  have  arifen  in 
*'  the  Funds  appropriated  for  the  Support  of  your 
'^  Majefty's  Civil  Government ;  and  in  this,  and  all 
''  other  Matters  recommended  to  us  by  your  Majefty, 
'^  we  will  proceed  with  that  Zeal,  Difpatch,  and 
"  Unanimity,  as  ftiall  manifeft  to  the  World  our  du- 
*'  tiful  Attachment  ta  your  Majefty's  Perfon  and  Go- 
"  vernment,  and  our  conftant  Attention  to  the  W^ei- 
"  fare  and  Profperity  of  your  Kingdoms." 

His  MAJESTY'S  moft  Gracious  ANSWER. 
'^  Gentlemen, 

Thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  afFecSiionate  Ad- 
drefs.  The  Firmnefs  you  ftiew  on  this  Occafion, 
*^  will,  I  doubt  not,  produce  good  Effe6ts.  Wh?.tever 
*'  Provifion  you  ftiall  find  neceflary  in  the  prefent 
"  Exigencies,  you  may  depend  on  my  employing  for 
*'  the  Welfare  of  my  Kingdoms,  and  the  Profperity  of 
''  my  People. 

In  a  ftiort  Debate  on  the  Motion  for  the  Addrefs, 
Sir  'John  Barnard  propofed  an  Amendment,  vi%.  to 
leave  out  the  Words  balance  in  a  great  Meafure^  and  to 
put  in  their  ftead  over-balance.     He  was  fecouded  by 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Calvert:  But  finding  the  other  Expreffion    ^^j^g  j.^g^ 
fixed  upon,    they   acquiefced.     However,    before  the  y ,  — i^ —  ■  j 
Addrefs  v/as  agreed  to.  Major  Selvjyn  got  up,  and  made 
the  following  Speech. 

^  Mr.  Speaker, 

'  I  have  given  all  the  Attention  I  am  Mafter  of,  to  Major  Selwyn. 
v/hat  hath  been  offered  in  Support  of  the  Motion  now 
before  you,  Sir,  for  this  Addrefs ;  and  I  could  wifh  I 
had  heard  any  thing  yet  to  convince  me  that  v/e  are 
ripe  for  a  Motion  of  this  fort,  notwithftanding  the 
Weight  of  modern  Complaifance  to  reconcile  it ;  be- 
caufe  when  I  refefl  upon  the  Length  of  the  laft  Sef- 
fion,  I  cannot  help  thinking  we  might  have  done  fome- 
thing  for  the  better  Preferv^ation  of  a  Conftitution,  not 
only  fick,  but  almofl  rotten  at  Heart,  as  ours  is,  that 
wants  all  the  Help  and  Reftoratives  that  can  be  thought 
of  for  its  Relief. 

'  Sir,  nothing  is,  or  ought  to  be  permanent  that  is 
not  perfe6l ;  but  thofe  who  under  a  faife  Notion  of 
Innovations  will  admit  of  no  Change  in  your  Conili- 
tution,  miuft  render  Errors  perpetual,  and  deprive  Man- 
kind of  the  Benefits  and  true  Ufe  of  their  Reafon. 
For  are  we  not  but  juft  recovered  out  of  fuch  a  Situa- 
tion, as  proves  that  the  Reafon  of  Man  is  not  always 
fufficient  for  the  Government  of  Man  ?  She  often  gives 
up  her  Empire  to  the  Pallions,  and  renders  it  difficult 
to  forefee  the  EfieiSts  that  may  proceed  from  an  infkiite 
Variety  of  Accidents,  which,  according  to  Emergen- 
cies, necefTarily  require  Alterations,  at  leafi:  fufficient  to  \ 
prevent  or  cure  future  Mifchiefs,  or  to  advance  a  Good 
that  perhaps  at  firft  was  not  thought  of.  Doubtiefs, 
Sir,  there  is  no  State  upon  Earth  fo  compleat  in  all  its 
Parts,  in  every  Syflem  of  Governmxnt,  but  in  Procefs 
of  Time  mufl  need  fome  fort  of  Reformation  ;  and, 
unhappily  for  us,-  ours  is  defedlive  in  miany  Branches 
of  it,  but  more  efpecially  with  refpect  to  its  political 
Oeconomy,  as  well  as  its  natural  Defence,  ^c.  But 
that  State  hath  the  leaft  to  fear  from  the  Infults  of  an 
Invader,  whofe  People  fight  merely  for  the  Sake  of 
their  Religion  and  Libertties ;  as  thofe  who  have  a  difci- 
plined  Militia  always  did,  fo  much  beyond  every  other 
gtate  whofe  Safety  depends  merely  upon  Mercenaries ; 
B  3      '                      Merce- 
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Anno  1746.    Mercenaries !  to  whom  the  Principles  of  Popularity 
^^"^^      '  and  public  Spirit  were  ever -odious. 

'  The  Laws  and  Liberties  we  now  enjoy,  were  pro- 
cured for  us  by  fuch  of  our  Anceflors  as  were  utter 
Strangers  to  every  Syftem  but  what  conduced  to  Ho- 
nour and  Virtue  ;  a  Government  fupported  upon  any 
other  Bafis  ought  not  to  fubfift  a  Moment  longer,  nor 
is  fuch  a  one  worth  contending  for  ;  no,  not  even  by 
thofe  whofe  depraved  Minds  are  not  to  be  gratified  by 
the  corrupteft  Government;  becaufe  thofe  who  fight 
or  aft  for  Hire  only,  are  always  looking  out  for  the 
beft  Market.  So  that  I  hope  we  ihali  not  let  this  Sef- 
fion  pafs  without  a  good  Militia  Bilf ;  for  a  Standing 
Arm-y,  even  in  Time  of  War,  was  never  yet  an  Ob- 
ject that  fuited  the  Genius  of  this  Nation,  fuppofing 
it  kept  up  with  the  ftricteft  Oeconomy,  becaufe  it  is 
not  our  natural  Defence;  and  I  can  aver,  there  hath 
nothing  happened  within  thefe  twelve  Months  and  up- 
wards to  render  it  more  acceptable  :  i"or  be  it  ever  fo 
formidable,  it  cannot  be  every  where,  much  lefs  can  it 
prevent  Invafions  or  Infurreftions,  when,  to  our  late 
memorable  Shame,  we  were  twice  bafHed  by  a  Banditti 
Rabble ;  and,  in  all  Probability,  v/e  had  been  ferved  fa 
a  third  Time,  but  for  the  Prefence  of  his  B,oyal  High- 
nefs  the  DuiCE :  Whereas  a  well-armed  and  well-dif- 
ciplined  Militia,  difperfed  over  the  Face  of  this  King- 
dom, mufl  fupprefs  all  Rifings  in  the  firft  Inftance ; 
l^efides  the  great  Benefit  we  fhould  have  of  them  in 
every  Maritime  Country,  to  put  a  Stop  to  that  abomi- 
nable Trade  of  Smuggling,  without  having  Recourfe 
to  a  much  more  abominable  Pra6tice,  of  putting  your 
Lav/s  in  Execution  by  a  Military  Force;  a  Precedent, 
give  me  Leave  to  tell  you,  Sir,  that  muff:  be  fatal  to 
the  Liberties  of  this  Kingdom,  if  not  tin::l  /  prevented, 
'  Sir^  the  Condu(?c  of  our  late  and  prcfe-^t  Patriots, 
as  they  prefume  to  call  themfelves,  proves  the  Neceffity 
there  is  for  fome  Alterations  in  your  Conflitution ;  be- 
caufe, how  inhumane  is  it  for  that  Eloquence,  which 
was  given  by  Nature  for  its  Defence  and  Prefervation, 
to  be  employed  in  its  Ruin  and  Defliruftion  !  Punifh- 
ments  there  are  for  the  Thief,  the  Murderer,  and  the 
bare-faced  Traitor;  but  alas  !  to  ihe  Grief  of  all  well- 
difpofed  Mind  S3  there  is  none  for  the  fordid  Orator ;  I 

fay^ 
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fiiy.  Sir,  there  is  none  for  the  fordid  Orator,  who  {hall    Anno  1746. 

one  Day  difplay  his  Eloquence  in  the  Caufe  of  his 

Country,  to  fhow  his  Parts  and  gain  Attention  ;  and 

the  next  fhall  convince  his  injured  Countrymen,  that 

he  is  a  Proftitute  to  Venality,  and  the  purchafed  Slave 

of  a  corrupt  Miniftry.     What  Pity  is  it,  that  fuch 

Wretches  cannot  be  brought  to  condign  PunijQiment, 

without  doing  Violence  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land  !  who 

one  Day  fling  out  Sarcafms  againft  the  Meafures  of  an 

Adminiftration,    as    ruinous  and  deftruftive,    for  no 

other  Caufe  but  to  be  admitted  Principals  in  it ;  and 

the  next  Day  purfue  the  very  fame  Meafures  which 

they  had  fo  emphatically  exploded,  without  the  leaft 

Jot  or  Tittle  of  Alteration  in  the  whole  Minifterial 

Syftem.     Surely,  Sir,  if  there  is  one  of  that  abje6l 

Stile  yet  in  being,    how  can  he  ftand  clear  of  that 

Occultu?n   qiiatieyite   anlmo    tortore  flagelliim?    Or  why 

fhould  he  not  expe£l  every  Moment  to  be  hurled  down 

into  that  execrable,   that  moft  deteftable  Fit,  where 

the  Worm  never  dies,  and  the  Fire  is  not  quenched  ? 

*  Sir,  I  fhould  have  no  Objection  to  the  Motion 
upon  your  Table,  could  I  perceive  the  leaft  Tendency 
to  reftore  the  Conftitution  to  its  ancient  Purity.  The 
Royal  Family  upon  the  Throne,  under  whom  we  en- 
joy fo  many  Bleilings,  found  us  in  PoiTeffion  of  the 
Triennial  Aft;  and  although  it  might  be  proper  to 
repeal  it  upon  an  extraordinary  Occafion,  yet  to  con- 
tinue Parliaments  to  their  prefent  Length,  hath,  I 
fear,  been  productive  of  many  political  Misfortunes, 
fubfequent  to  that  Alteration.  Yet,  if  ever  the  good 
People  of  South  Brkai?i  deferved  a  Triennial  Holyday, 
it  is  for  that  fteady  Loyalty  they  have  fo  lately  fliewn^ 
in  Oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  Northern  Parts  of  this 
Kingdom,  who  have  alfo  difdnguifhed  themfelves,  but 
not  at  ail  to  their  Honour  or  Credit.  The  Repealing 
of  the  Septennial  A<51  would  bring  us  a  little  nearer  to 
that  happy  Situation  of  Independency,  which  Annual 
Parliaments  would  undoubtedl)^  compleat. 

'  Thus,  fuch  as  now  think  it  ill  Policy  to  be  unat- 
tached, or  unfaflilc^nable  to  be  difengaged,  may  then 
come  to  have  nobler  View's,  than  to  proflitute  their 
iegillative  i  ruft,  conferred  upon  them  by  their  Con- 
ilituents,  who,  in  all  Probability,  could  be  no  other- 

B  4  ^wife 


Anno  1746.  wife  liiilueiiced  in  their  Choice  (for  fo  fhort  a  Period) 
but  merely  from  a  perfonal  Regard.  As  I  am  one  of 
thofe  that  fnal]  be  ever  proud  of  being  fo  unfaihionably 
dc'gagh^  as  to  deleft  nothing  fo  much  as  ah  Attachment; 
to  any  Side  or  Set  of  Men  whatfoever  ;  fo,  according 
to  that  laudable  Praftice  of  pur  Anceftors,  I  fhall  wait 
to  fee  fome.cf  the  many  Grievances  we  labour  under 
firfl:  redreiTed,  before  I  can  give  my  Affent  to  the  Pro- 
pofi-iicn  moved  and  feconded/ 

The  Addrefs  was  then  agreed  to  in  the  Terms  abovo- 
recited. 

During  this  Debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
Lords  pafled  a  Bill  for  the  further  Sufpenfion  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  ASt  for  three  Months,  and  fent  it  down 
to  the  Comimons,  v/here  it  met  with  fome  Oppofition 
from  the  Tories,  particularly  Sir  yohn-Hynde  Cotton^ 
Eart.  and  Humphry  Sydenham^  Efq;  They  argued. 
That  the  Rebellion  being  extinguifned,  there  was  no 
Occafion  for  fuch  a  violent  Stretch  of  Law,  as  the 
Sufpenfion  of  the  great  and  facred  Bulwark  of  our 
Liberties.  And  they  divided  the  Houfe  upon  the 
fecond  Reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  the  Miniftry  carried  it 
for  agreeing  with  the  Lords,  by  134  againft  35. 
On  the  20th  this  Bill  received  the  Royal  Affent  (the 
King  comiing  pur'pofely  to  pafs  it)  fo  that  it  pafTed  both 
Houfes  in  tv/o  Days. 

Mr.  Pelham^  who  was  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  confidered  as 
Firft  Minifter  :  He  faid,  that  the  State  of  Affairs 
upon  the  Continent  were  fuch  as  would  require  very 
large  Supplies  of  Money.  The  Parliament  granted  all 
that;  he  demanded,  which,  indeed,  was  an  immenfe 
Sum:  433,00/.  was  voted  to  be  given  to  the  Emprefs- 
Queen  of^  Hungary^  and  300,000/.  to  the  King  of 
Sardina.  Eighteen  thoufand  Hanoveria?i  Auxiliaries, 
for  the  Service  of  the  current  Year,  were  voted  at  the 
Expence  of  410,000/.  and  161,607/.  were  granted  for 
fix  thoufand  HeJJians.  Subfidies  were  voted  for  the 
Ele6lors  of  Cologne^  MentZy  and  Bavaria^  and  50.0,000/. 
was  given  to  his  Majefly  for  carrying  on  the  War.  In 
fhort,  the  whole  of  the  Money  grafted  on  this  Occa- 
fion, was  95425,254/.     In  order  to  raife  this  immenfe 

Sum, 
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Sum,  the  Land-Tax  was  laid  at  41.  in  the  Pound.  Anno  1746. 
4,000,000/.  were  railed  by  transferrable  Annuities  at 
4  per  Cent,  with  a  Premium  of  10  per  Cent.  A  new 
Tax  was  laid  on  Houfes  and  Windows,  as  a  Fund  for 
thofe  Annuities ;  and  a  frefh  Tax  on  Coaches  and 
Wheel-carriages  was  refolved  on,  and  to  be  charged 
with  1,000,000/.  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  Lottery. 
There  remained  in  the  Exchequer  of  the  additional 
.Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  granted  1743, 112,508/. 
9 J.  id.  The  Malt  Tax  was  computed  at  750,000/. 
And  1,000,000/.  was  taken  from  the  Surpluses  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  his  Majefty  was  enabled  to  raife 
500,000/.  by  Loans  on  Exchequer-Bills,  to  be  charged 
on  the  Supplies  of  the  next  SeiTion,  to  make  good  the 
Deficiencies  in  his  Civil  Lift  Revenues.  And  a  Tax 
of  5/.  a  Year  was,  laid  upon  every  Diftiller  within  the 
Bills  of  Mortality,  who  took  out  a  Licence  to  retail 
Spirituous  Liquors. 

In  the  Committee  of  Supply,  December  5,  (to  which 
feveral  Papers  and  Eftimates  j;elating  to  the  Arm.y  were 
referred)  33,030  efFe6tive  Men  were  voted  for  Guards 
and  Garrifons  for  the  enfuing  Year,  and  865,066/. 
iCjS.  id.  for  maintaining  them ;  after  which  a  Motion 
was  made  that  372,788/.  be  ^[ranted  for  15,196  eiFec- 
tive  Men  for  the  Service  of  the  War  in  Flanders.  All 
thefe  Motions  were  made  by  Mr.  Fox^  Secretary  of 
War,  and  introduced  with  an  Explication  of  the  Efti- 
mates, and  an  Account  of  the  Oeconomy  in  them. 
His  Majefty,  he  faid,  having,  from  a  tender  Regard  to  his 
SubjecSls,  refolved  to  leften  the  Expences,  by  difbanding 
two  Troops  of  his  Guards,  and  reducing  feveral  Regi- 
ments of  Horfe  to  Dragoons,  as  more  ufeful  Troops  ; 
which,  by  diminiiliing  about  12,000/.  in  the  Charge 
of  a  Regiment,  would  create  a  Saving  of  about  70,000/. 
per  Ann.  and  furnifh  a  more  numerous  Body  of  Troops. 
He  added,  that  this  was  his  Majeflry's  own  Adl,  and 
muft  appear  to  be  fuch,  as  it  could  not  be  imagined 
that  any  Minifter  would  propofe  the  difbanding  fo  large 
a  Part  of  the  Guards  eftablifhed  fo  long  for  the 
Grandeur  and  Security  of  the  Royal  Family,  and 
were  become  an  Appendage  to  the  Splendour  of  the 
pourt. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Proivfe  made  the  following  Speech. 

'  Mr. 
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Anno  1746.  '  Mr.  Speaker, 

^•f^-v"*— ^  '  I  do  not  rife  up  directly  to  oppofe  the  prefent 
Mr,  Prowfe,  Motion,  I  am  too  fenfible  of  my  own  Inability,  abfo- 
lutely  to  decide  a  Queftion  of  fo  great  Importance  as 
the  prefent  appears  to  be  ;  I  rife  up  only  to  fuggeft  to 
the  Committee  my  Sentiments  upon  the  Occafion, 
hoping  that,  if  they  fhould  appear  rational,  they  will 
be  adopted  and  fupported  by  fome  Gentleman  of  greater 
Abilities,  than  I  ever  pretended  to.  With  this  View 
I  fhail  briefly  mention  the  Objedions  which,  in  my 
Apprehenfion,  may  be  juftiy  made  to  the  prefent 
Motion.  The  firft,  and  principal,  Obje61;ion  is,  that 
fuch  Proportion  is  premature  -,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
calculated  to  anticipate  the  Judgment  of  the  Houfe 
upon  a  future  Queiftion  of  the  utmoft  Importance. 
For  if  we  agree  to  this  Motion,  we  come  to  an  abfo- 
lute  Declaration,  that  we  will  take  a  Share  this  Year 
in  the  War  on  the  Continent,  without  previoufly  en- 
tering into  the  Examination  of  our  Circumftances, 
whether  we  are  capable  of  fuch  an  Undertaking  alone, 
or  whether  we  fhall  have  any,  and  what  Afliftance 
from  our  Allies.  But  this.  Sir,  I  look  upon  to  be  a 
Procedure  too  precipitate  to  confifl:  with  the  Wifdom 
and  Dignity  which  ought  always  to  attend  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  this  Houfe.  Befides,  if  further  Steps  are 
not  taken,  the  Motion,  when  agreed  to,  will  be  to  nc> 
Purpofe.  No  doubt,  Sir,  it  is  defigned  to  ht  intro- 
-  dud:ory  of  fome  future  Meafures  which  will  be  attend- 
ed with  great  Expence.  And  I  fuppofe,  that  when 
fuch  Meafures  fhall  be  propofed,  Reafons  will  be  given 
to  evince  the  Expediency  and  Pra6ticability  of  them. 
For  indeed  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  Gentleman, 
that,  v/ithout  a  much  greater  Force  than  15,000  Men, 
either  of  our  own  Troops,  or  fuch  as  we  may  hire  of 
foreign  Princes,  it  will  be  impoiUble  for  us  to  a6l  upon 
the  Continent  with  any  Profpeft  of  Succefs.  I  am 
fure.  Sir,  that  no  Man  can  have  a  greater  Defire  to 
fee  the  exorbitant  Power  of  France  reduced  within 
fuch  Bounds  as  may  be  confiftent  with  the  Liberties 
of  the  reft  of  Europe,  nor  be  more  ready  to  fupport  any 
probable  Scheme  for  attaining  that  End  ;  and  there- 
fore I  {liould  be  far  from  oppofmg  the  Employment  of 
our  Forces  upon  the  Continent,  could  I  but  be  per- 
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fuadcd  that  we  fhould  have  even  a  Probability  of  their  Anno  1746. 
being  (o  employed  with  Succefs;  but  not  the  leaft  At- 
tempt has  yet  been  made  to  fhew  fuch  Probability.  I 
muft  own,  Sir,  that  I  expected  that,  previous  to  any 
Proportion  for  our  engaging  in  an  Affair  of  this  Mo- 
ment, we  fhould  receive  particular  Information  what 
Affiftance  we  may  depend  upon  from  our  Allies,  efpe- 
cially  the  Dutch,  whofe  whole  Condudl,  from  the 
Beginning  of  the  V/ar  to  this  Hour,  has  fufficiently 
demonftrated  that  they  are  in  no  very  great  Hafte  to 
take  any  vigorous  Refolutions  ;  and  I  am  afraid,  Sir, 
that  without  their  vigorous  Concurrence  v/e  can  never 
hope  to  carry  on  the  War  with  any  good  EfFedt. 
And,  therefore,  it  will  appear  highly  imprudent  to 
engage  in  it  at  all,  till  we  iliall  have  Teltimonies  of  a 
more  authentic  kind  than  any  v/e  have  yet  had,  that 
they  are  willing  and  ready  to  exert  their  v/hole  Strength 
to  attain  the  End  propofed;  and  Indeed  I  confefs,  were 
there  no  other  Reafon  for  it,  this  their  Conduct  has 
been  fufficlent  to  warrant  the  ftrongeft  Doubts,  whe- 
ther or  not  the  Republic  will  ever  be  prevailed  upon  to 
a6t  with  Vigour  in  this  Affair.  It  is  my  Opinion, 
that  they  will  not,  and  I  fhall  expe6l  ftronger  Reafons 
than  I  have  yet  heard,  before  I  fhall  alter  it.  We 
have  been  told.  Sir,  Year  after  Year,  that  our  vigo- 
rous Refolutions  would  not  fail  to  induce  the  Dutch  to 
act:  totis  viribus  in  the  common  Caufe :  In  the  laft  Seflion. 
particularly,  we  were  informed  that  they  had  implored 
Our  Affiflance  and  Prote6tion,  and  that  they  waited 
only  for  our  being  in  a  Capacity,  by  the  Suppreflion  of 
the  Rebellion,  of  joining  them.,  to  throv/ off  the  Mafk, 
and  declare  War  againfl:  France,  from  v/hich  they  were 
then  deterred  by  the  Superiority  of  the  French  Armies 
on  their  Frontiers.  But  how  has  their  Condu6t  an- 
fwered  the  Expe<£tations  which  were  raifed?  I  do  not 
find  that  they  ever  thought  of  fuch  a  Declaration  of 
War,  or  even  of  a6ting  with  all  their  Force  in  Con- 
junction v^ith  the  Allies ;  and  therefore.  Sir,  Gentle- 
men muft  excufe  me,  if  I  lliould,  as  to  myfelf,  re- 
quire miore  authentic  Teftimonies  of  their  Sincerity 
than  a  Repetition  of  the  bare  Conjectures  and  Sur- 
mifes  v^hich  have  already  proved  ill-grounded,  and  in 
Xio  wife  to  be  depended  upon, 

3  _«  This, 
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Anno  1746.  *  This,  Sir,  is  my  Reafon  for  thinking  the  prefent 
Motidn.  premature ;  fmce  it  is  not  only  preparing  for, 
but  in  reality  entering  upon,  a  Meafure  before  we  have 
examined  either  into  the  Propriety  of  it,  or  whether 
we  can  raife  a  Force  fufficient  to  carry  it  into  Execu- 
tion. I  apprehend,  Sir,  that  no  Damage  can  poiiibly 
r^fult  from  fufpending  this  Determination,  till  the 
Houfe  might  receive  further  Light  in  the  Affair;  fmce 
I  find  that  every  other  Step,  without  which  this  can 
be  of  no  manner  of  Service,  is  agreed  to  be  deferred  ; 
and  it  will  certainly  be  early  enough  to  agree  to  the 
Refolution  propofed,  when  Vv^e  come  to  deliberate  upon 
the  whole  Qiieftion,  and  ihall  know  v/hat  other  Troops 
or  Subfidies  are  to  be  furnifhed  for  the  fame  Purpofe. 
I  would  not  (I  fmcerely  declare  it)  propofe  any  Delays 
in  an  AfFair  of  this  Moment,  could  I  apprehend  they 
would  be  attended  v/ith  the  leaft  ill  Confequence ; 
but,  as  I  cannot  forefee  any  fuch  ill  Confequence  ;  as 
I  think  the  Houfe  ought  to  receive  all  the  Satisfadlion, 
which  can  be  given  them  with  regard  to  the  Co-opera- 
tion of  our  Allies  ;  and  as  I  judge  it  highly  inconfifl- 
ent  with  the  Honour  of  the  Houfe  to  come  to  a  preci- 
pitate Refolution  on  a  Quellion  of  this  great  Import- 
ance, Iwifh  that  the  Motion  may  be  withdrawn,  and 
deferred  to  a  more  proper  Seafon.— 

^  Now  I  am  up,  I  cannot  omit  the  Occafion,  which 
the  Hon.  Gentlem_an,  who  made  you  this  Motion,  has 
given  nie  of  exprelling  in  particular  my  moft  fmcere 
and  moft  humble  Thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  Re- 
gard which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  {hew  to  his  faithful 
Subjefts,  in  beginning  to  reduce  the  great  Expencein 
which,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fays,  they  are  neceflarily 
involved.  It  muft,  without  doubt,  raife  the  warmejft 
Senfe  of  Gratitude  in  the  Hearts  of  all  his  Majefty's 
faithful  Subje6i:s,  as  I  am  fure  it  does  in  mine,  to  fee 
CEconomy  reftored  and  purfued  in  any  one  Branch  of 
the  Public  Expence,  So  good  and  great  an  Example 
will,  I  doubt  not,  be  purfued  in  every  other  Branch, 
as  foon  as  Time  fhall  permit  an  Enquiry  into  them, 
and  Methods  can  be  pointed  out  for  their  Regulation. 

^  The  Hon.  Gentleman  has,  with  great  Modefty, 
aeen  pleafed  to  difclaim  any  Merit,  that  he  might  af- 
fume  to  himfelf  upon  this  Regulation,  by  afcribing  it; 

all 
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all  to  the  Royal  Favour,  and  though  doubtlefs  it  is  all   AnTio  1746. 
to  be  attributed  to  his  Majefty's  tender  AfFedion  for  his  ' 
Subjects,  yet  he  muft  give  me  Leave  to  return  my 
Thanks  to  him  likev/ife,  fmce,  I  am  certain,  that  his 
befl  OfHces  were  not  v/anting  to  promote  To  necelTary 
and  beneficial  a  Meafure. 

'  He  muft  likewife  give  me  Leave  to  congratulate 
him  upon  a  very  remarkable  Liftance  of  his  Candour, 
and  the  Probity  of  his  *  Intentions,  he  being  almoft 
the  only  Perfon  I  have  had  the  Happinefs  to  know, 
whofe  A<f^ions,  when  In  Place,  have  been  correfpond- 
ent  with  his  Declarations  when  out  of  Place. — I 
could  not  fay  lefs  than  this — it  would  be  offenfive  to 
the  Modefly  of  the  Hon.  Gentleman  to  fay  m.ore. 

'  And  yet.  Sir,  this  Meafure,  good  as  It  is,  may, 
(I  believe,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  will,)  be  conftrued  in 
a  very  different  Senfe  by  our  Enemies.  I  remember 
that  we  have  been  frequently  told,  fmce  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  War,  to  what  a  miferable 
State  the  French  v/ere  reduced,  and  that,  if  we  could 
hold  it  out  another  Campaign,  they  would  find  it  im- 
pofiible  to  raife  Men  and  Money  fuincient  to  carry  on 
the  War  with  Vigour,  and  maintain  their  Superiority; 
but,  unfortunately  for  us,  we  have  but  too  good  Rea- 
fons  to  be  perfuaded,  that  thofe  Conjedtures  were 
grounded  upon  falfe  Calculations ;  and  can  we  imagine 
that  the  French  will  not,  upon  this  Occafion,  turn  the 
Tables  upon  us  ?  Will  not  they  fay,  that  we  are  re-^ 
duced  to  the  greateft  Degree  of  Neceffity,  and  infer 
from  our  Conduit,  that  it  will  be  impoffible  for  us  to 
carry  on  the  War  a  Year  longer  ?  The  EngUJh^  they 
will  fay,  are  abfolutely  undone,  they  are  become 
Bankrupts,  and  apparently  fo  to  the  whole  World  ; 

*  Alluding  to  a  Speech  made  by  Mr.  Fox  en  the  Firft  of  Nov.  T745 
(being  then  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury)  on  the  Motion  for  a 
Sum  to  maintain  the  fifteen  new  Regiments  raifed  by  Noblemen^  when 
he  oppofed  tv^oof  thofe  Regiments  being  Horfe,  becaufe  more  expenfive 
than  Dragoons  5  and  infifted  upon  Oeconomy  in  the  ftrongeft  manner, 
and  obferved,  that  the  two  greateft  Grievances  in  a  Nation  were  a  Con- 
tempt of  Oeconomy,  and  a  Neglefl  to  enquire  whether  thofe,  who 
received  the  piiblic  Money,  culy  ferved  the  Public  j  that  this  Nation 
rewarded  its  Servants  more  liberally  than  any  other,  and  in  feveral  In- 
ftances  paid  its  military  Officers  for  what  it  was  impoffible  they  fhould 
perform.  See  the  SteeAss  on  this  SiibjeB  by  Sir  William  Yonge,  Sir  John 
Philipps,  the  RighnHon.  H.  Pelham,  and  Sir  Johij-Hjnde  Cotton,  in 
the  Jecond  Volume  of  this  JVarkf  Page  384. 
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174^.  for  the  King  has  been  obliged  to  reduce  one  Half  of 
his  Houfhold  Troops ;  Troops  which  have  always  been 
reckoned  necefTary  for  the  Dignity  and  Support  of  his 
Crown  i  and  certainly  he  could  have  no  Motive  for 
this,  but  mere  Neceffity,  even  an  Inability  to  maintain 
them;  and  this.  Sir,  will  certainly  be  the  Colour  our 
Enemies  will  give  to  this  Step. 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  am  rightly  underftood;  I  only  fay, 
that  this  Conftru(Stion  will  be  put  upon  it  by  our  Ene- 
mies, who  will  thence  be  induced  to  flatter  themfelves 
in  their  fanguine  Expe6lations»  But  I  am  fatisfied  in 
my  own  Mmd  that  the  Meafure  is  right,  and  the  only 
Method  that  can  be  taken  (let  our  Enemies  reprefent. 
it  in  what  Light  they  pleafe)  to  defeat  their  deftruilive 
and  ambitious  Projects.  This  is  the  Light  wherein  I 
fee  it ;  and  this  is  the  Light  in  which  I  am  fure  it  will 
appear  to  the  reft  of  his  Majefty's  Subjects;  and,  as 
fuch,  I  take  this  Opportunity  to  exprefs  my  Thanks 
in  particular  to  his  Majefty,  which  is  all  I  can  at  pre- 
fent ;  but  I  hope  an  Opportunity  will  foon  be  offered 
to  do  it  in  a  more  general  and  public  manner.' 

The  Queftion  was  then  put,  and  unanimoufly  a- 
greed  to  *. 

The  Scottljh  Rebellion  being  extingulfhed.  Par- 
liament began  to  confider  of  Means  for  preventing 
any  future  Rebellions  in  Scotland,  And  arnongft  other 
Bills,  they  palTed  one  for  taking  away  the  Tenure  of 
Wardholding  in  Scotland^  and  for  giving  to  Heirs  and 
Succellbrs  there,  a  fummary  Procefs  againft  Superiors; 
and  for  difcharging  the  Attendance  of  Vaffals  at  Head- 
Courts  ;  and  for  afcertaining  the  Services  of  Tenants ; 
and  for  allowing  Heirs  of  Tailzie  to  fell  all  Lands  ta 
the  Crown  -,  for  erecting  Buildings,  and  making  Set-- 

/.     s.    d. 

•  A  Regiment  of  Horfe,  535  Men    ■ -    Pay  -  36,019     8     4 

A  Regiment  of  Dragoons,    538  Men  Pay  -  23,618  10  10 

Difference  12,400  17     6 


Saved  by  two  Troops  of  Horfe-Guards  7  «     x 

diibanded        L        -        -       ^    33.°93     ^    ° 

By  three  Regiments  of  Horfe  reduced  Dragoons  —  37,201  12    6 

^0,294  12    6 

tlements 


tlements  in  the  Highlands. — But  the  great  and  prinpi-  Anno  1746. 
pal  Grievance  and  Source  of  Rebellion  in  Scotlmidwere 
the  heretable  Jurifdidiions,  which  prevailed  in  many 
Parts  of  Scotland^  and  defcended  from  Father  to  Son, 
by  vi^hich  thofe  Jurifdiciiions  were  entirely  out  of  the 
Crown.  This  Abfurdity  in  that  Conflitution  had  been 
overlooked  at  the  Time  of  the  Union,  and  was  in  a  great 
meafure  owing  to  the  Nature  of  the  Scottijh  feodal  Te- 
nures, which  gave  the  great  Landholders  there  a  kind  of 
Jurifdiclion  independent  of  their  Kings.  A  Bill 
therefore  was  ordered  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for 
/^  taking  away  and  abolifhing  the  heretable  Jurifdic- 
*'  tions  of  Scotland^  and  for  reftoring  fuch  Jurifdi£^ions 
*'  to  the  Crown  ;  and  for  making  more  efFe6lual  Pro- 
*^  vifion  for  the  Admin iftration  of  Juftice  throughout 
''  that  Part  of  the  united  Kingdom,  by  the  King's 
"  Courts  and  Judges  there,  and  for  rendering  tbe 
*'  Union  more  complete."  As  fome  of  the  principal 
Families  of  Scotland  were  pofTefled  of  thofe  Jurifdi(^i- 
ons,  which  confifted  in  Regalities,  Jufticiaries,  She- 
riffalties, Stewarties,  Tailliaries,  Office  of  Forefter 
and  Water-Baily,  Coroner  or  ClerkQiip,  it  was 
thought  that  fome  Equivalent  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
PoiTelTors  ;  and  that  the  Bill  thereby  becoming  a  Mo- 
ney-Bill,  muft  take  its  Rife  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, which  was  agreed  to.  Accordingly  a  Bill 
was  ordered,  on  the  26th  of  February  1747,  to  be 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-General,  at  that  Time  the  late  Sir  Dudley 
Ryder ^  and  the  prefent  Lord  Mansfield;  to  whom  was 
afterwards  added  the  Lord-Advocate  of  Scotland.  On 
the  7th  of  April  the  Bill  was  prefented  by  the  Attor- 
ney-General, and  read.  Upon  which  Mr.  Pelham  rofe 
up,  and  by  his  Majefty's  Command  acquainted  the 
Houfe,  That  his  Majefty  having  been  informed  of  the 
Purport  of  the  faid  Bill,  recommended  it  to  the  Con- 
fideration  of  the  Houfe.  A  Motioi^  was  then  made 
for  reading  the  Bill  a  fecond  Time.  Upon  which 
there  was  a  long  Debate. 

The  Arguments  in  favour  of  the  Bill  were  to  the 
following;  Effedt: 

It  was  obferved,  that  the  late  Rebellion  was  not  the 
only  Caufe  for  bringing  in  the  Bill.     The  Neceffity, 

and 
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Anno  174I  ^nd  the  Advantages  that  would  arife  from  aholirfilng 
I-  >m^m  ^}  the  heretable  JurifditStions  of  Scotland,  had  been  held 
in  Contemplation  by  feveral  Gentlemen  for  many  Years 
paft.  '  The  Rebellion,  faid  one  Gentleman,  has 
therefore  given  me  no  new  Way  of  Thinking  upon 
this  SubjeiSl :  It  has  only  furnifhed  me  with  an  Oppor- 
tunity for  declaring  my  Opinion,  by  fixing  the  Atten- 
tion of  Mankind  upon  this  Subjedl:. 

'  I  muft  likewife  declare,  Sir,  that  my  Reafon  for* 
being  of  this  Opinion,  is  not  becaufe  I  think  the  Peo- 
ple of  Scotland  difafFeiled :  On  the  contrary,  it  is  be- 
caufe I  know  them  to  be  generally  otherwifcj  and  that 
they  could  never  have  been  led  into  a  Rebellion  againft 
this  Government,  had  they  been  free  from  that  Influ- 
ence or  Power,  which  their  great  Lords  and  Chiefs 
have  over  them.  However  much  they  have  been  mif- 
reprefented,  I  have  good  Reafon  to  believe,  that  k 
great  Majority  of  the  People  of  that  Country  are  na- 
turally neither  difaffefted  to  our  prefent  happy  Efta- 
bliihment,  nor  diffatisfied  v/ith  the  prefent  Admini-^ 
ilration;  and  confequently,  that  no  confiderable  Num^^ 
ber  of  them  would  ever  have  thought  of  an  Infurrec- 
tion  againft  this  Government,  if  they  had  not  been 
ftirred  up,  or  rather  compelled,  by  fome  of  their  Popifti 
or  ambitious  Chiefs. 

'  And,  Sir,  I  (hall  declare,  that  my  Reafon  for 
being  of  this  Opinion,  is  not  becaufe  any  of  the 
Lords  of  hereditary  Jurifdi6lions  in  Scotland  have  of 
late  Years  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  the  Power  they  are  now 
by  Law  invefted  with  :  If  we  except  the  few  that  have 
loft  their  Power  by  the  Treafon  they  have  lately  com- 
mitted, I  am  perfuaded,  none  of  thofe  who  are  now 
poffefTed  of  any  fuch  Jurifdiftions,  will  ever  make  a 
bad  Ufe  of  their  Power ;  but  the  prefent  PofTeftbrs 
muft  die,  and  no  one  can  forefee,  what  Sort  of  Men 
their  next  Succeflbrs  may  be.  They  may  make  ufe  of 
their  Power  either  for  oppreffing  great  Numbers  of  his 
Majefty's  Subje6ts,  or  for  difturbing  the  internal  Tran- 
quillity of  this  Illand:  Nay,  they  may  be  induced, 
by  fome  felfifh  Intereft  or  Refentment,  to  join  with  our 
moft  inveterate  foreign  Enemies,  and  may  thereby  be 
the  Caufe  of  overturning  the  Liberties  of  Europe^  as 
well  as  thofc  of  their  native  Country,  The  late  Re- 
bellion 


[    17    3 
bellion  muft  convince  us,  that  thi   is  a  Misfortune    Anno  1746. 
which  may  be  apprehended,  and  common  Prudence 
muft  convince  us,  that  it  ought  to  be  guarded  againft, 
by  abolifhing  thofe  Powers  which  may  be  the  Caufe 
of  fuch  a  fatal  Event. 

'  It  was  infifted  that  the  Bill  would  be  an  Inchoation 
towards  making  the  Laws  the  fame  in  both  Parts  of 
the  united  Kingdom,  which  ought  certainly  to  be 
aimed  at  as  much  as  poflible  ;  but  it  is  an  Event  that 
muft  be  brought  about  by  Degrees,  becaufe  to  attempt 
doing  fuch  a  Thing  all  at  once,  might  be  the  Caufe 
of  great  Difcontents,  and  perhaps  Confufion.  That 
by  aboliftiing  thofe  hereditary  Jurifdidions,  we  fhall 
reftore  to  the  Crown  what  of  Right  belongs  to  it, 
what  it  ought  never  to  part  with,  and  what  never  can 
be  taken  from  it,  without  rifking  a  total  Overthrow  of 
our  Conftitution,  as  muft  appear  from  the  fliftory  of 
Scotland  before  the  Union  of  the  Crowns  ;  for  before 
that  Time  the  Country  was  almoft  never  free  from  Re- 
bellions or  Infurredtions,  and  the  People  were  almoft: 
continually  employed  in  cutt-mg  the  Throats  of  one 
another,  for  fatisfying  the  private  Piques  and  Refent- 
ments  of  their  contending  Chiefs.  That  it  would 
compleat  what  was  begun  by  thofe  Patriots  who  abo- 
liftied  the  Privy-Council  of  Scotland:  By  aboliftiing 
that  arbitrary  Court,  they  made  a  Step  towards  efta- 
bliftjing  the  Liberties  of  the  People  of  that  Country  ; 
but  by  leaving  them  ftill  fubje6t  to  the  arbitrary  Power 
of  their  hereditary  Lords,  they  left  their  Work  incom- 
pleat,  which  we  ought  to  take  this  Opportunity  to 
ftnifti  J  for,  by  aboliftiing  all  thefe  hereditary  Jurifdic- 
tions,  and  veiling  them  again  in  the  Crown,  we  ftiall 
make  the  People  of  Scotland  Sharers  in  that  Happinefs 
and  Freedom,  which  the  People  of  England  enjoy  un- 
der our  prefent  Royal  Family. 

'  Thefe  Reafons  every  Gentleman  will  fee  fublifted 
before  the  late  Rebellion  broke  out;  but  from  that  Re- 
bellion we  have  derived  this  Advantage,  that  it  will 
now  be  more  eafy  to  get  a  Law  palTed,  for  abolifning 
the  hereditary  Jurifdictions  in  Scotland,  than  it  would 
ever  have  been  before.' 

In  the  Courfe  of  the  Debate,  the  Contents  of  the 
Bill  v/ere  recapitulated  in  the  following  Order. 

Vol.  IIL  C  '  By 


C    i8    ] 

Anno  T746.  *  By  the  firft  Claufe  It  was  enacS^ed,  That  all  hefeta- 
ble  Powers  and  Jurifdidions  of  Jufticiary,  and  all  Re- 
galities and  heretable  Bailleries  in  Scotland,  poflefled  by 
any  SiibjetS^,  fhall  be  abrogated,  taken  away,  and  to^ 
tally  difTolved. 

*  By  the  fecond  Claufe,  the  Jurifdiftions,  Powers,  and 
Authorities  belonging  to  any  fuch  Jufticiary,  Regality^ 
or  Bailliery,  are  to  be  vefted  in,  and  exercifed  by  the 
Court  of  Seflion,  Court  of  Jufticiary  at  Edinburgh^ 
the  Judges  on  the  feveral  Circuits,  and  the  Sheriffs  and 
Stewards  Courts,  and  fuch  other  of  the  King's  Courts 
in  Scotland  refpe6lively,'  to  which  fuch  Jurifdiftions 
would  now  by  Law  have  belonged,  in  cafe  fuch  Jufti- 
ciary, Regality  or  Bailliery  had  never  been  granted  or 
ere^^ed. 

«  The  third  Claufe  ena^ls.  That  all  Sheriffships  and 
Stewartries  in  Scotland,  granted  to  any  Subject,  either 
heretably  or  for  Life,  fhall  be  refumed  and  annexed  to 
the  Crown ;  and  that  the  Sheriffs  and  Stewards  of  fuch 
Sheriffships  and  Stewartries  fliall  be  from  thenceforth 
nominated  and  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and 
Succeffors.  And  by  the  fourth  Claufe  it  is  provided. 
That  no  Sheriffship  or  Stewartry  within  Scotland  fhall 
hereafter  be  granted  to  any  Perfon  heretably  or  for  Life  ; 
and  that  no  Jufticiary,  Regality,  Bailliery,  or  any 
Jurifdi6tion  of  the  like  Nature^  fhall  hereafter  be 
ere6led. 

*  By  the  fifth  Claufe  it  is  enabled,  That  reafonable 
and  juft  Compenfation  and  Satisfadfion  fhall  be  made 
for  every  Jurifdi(5tion  taken  away  by  this  Bill,  to  the 
Perfon  intitled  to  fuch  Jurifdidtion,  according  to  the 
Method  after  prefcribed.  And  by  the  fixth  Claufe^ 
the  Perfons  poffeffed  of,  or  claiming  any  fuch  Jurif- 
di6lion,  are  dire<Si:ed  to  enter  their  Claim  thereto,  iit 
the  Court  of  Seflion  in  Scotland ;  which  Court  is  di-^ 
rented  to  examine  fuch  Claim  in  a  fummary  Way,  and 
upon  allowing  the  fame,  to  affefs  the  Value,  and  to 
certify  fuch  their  Determinations  to  his  Majefty  in 
Council. 

,  ''  The  feventh  Claufe  impowers  the  Court  of  Seffion 
to  compel  the  Production  of  all  Books,  Papers,  Writings 
and  Records,  which  they  fhall  judge  neceffary  for  their 

Infer- 
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Information  ;  and  to  examine  any  Perfon  upon  Oath    Anno  1745, 
concerning  what  they  are  to  inquire  into. 

'  By  the  eighth  Glaufe  it  was  provided,  That  in  all 
Cafes  where  fuch  heritable.  JurifdiCtions  are  fubjeft  to 
any  Entail,  fo  as  that  the  PoiTelTor  cannot  alien  the 
fame,  the  Money  to  be  afiefled  and  paid  by  the  Public 
as  the  Price  thereof,  fhall,  by  Direction  of  the  Court  of 
Seilion,  be  invefled  in  the  Purchafe  of  Lands  in  Scot- 
landy  and  thofe  Lands  fettled  to  the  fame  Ufes,  and 
with  the  fame  ReftricLions.  And  by  the  ninth  Claufe, 
ail  Perfons  interefted  in  fuch  entailed  Jurifdiclions,  are 
impowered  to  petition  the  Court  of  Seffion,  praying 
their  Directions  for  invefting  fuch  Money  in  the  Pur- 
chafe of  Lands ;  and  till  fuch  Directions  be  given,  the 
Money  to  remain  in  fome  Place  to  be  appointed  by 
this  A6t. 

*  By  the  tenth  Claufe,  all  Decrees  and  Judgments 
made  by  the  Courts  fo  to  be  taken  away,  and  all  Exe- 
cutions thereupon,  before  a  Day  to  be  named,  are 
declared  to  remain  in  Force ;  and  it  is  ena£ted.  That 
their  Records  fhall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of 
Jufticiary  and  Court  of  Seilion  at  Edinburgh  refpec- 
tively, 

'  By  the  eleventh  Claufe  It  is  ena6ted.  That  na 
Proprietor  of  Lands  in  Scotland^  which  have  been 
ereAed  into  a  Barony,  or  granted  v/ith  any  other  lower 
Jurifdiftion,  fhall,  after  a  Day  to  be  named,  exercife 
any  Jurifdidtlon  whatfoever^  other  than  for  recovering 
from  their  Tenants,  the  Rents  and  Profits  of  their 
Lands.  However,  by  the  twelfth  Claufe,  fuch  Land- 
holders as  are  intitled  to  any  Fair  or  Market,  are  al- 
lov/ed  to  exercife  fuch  Jurifdidtion  as  they  are  now 
intitled  to  for  preferving  the  Peace,  deciding  Contro- 
verfies,  and  correcting  Riots,  Trefpaffes  and  Difor- 
ders,  which  may  happen  in  fuch  Fair  or  Market. 
And  by  the  thirteenth  Claufe,  the  fame  Sort  of  Jurif- 
diction  is  refen^ed  for  Landholders  having  Coal- Works, 
or  Salt-Works  j  but  by  the  fourteenth  Claufe  it  is  pro- 
vided. That  no  Landholder  having  any  fuch  Jurifdic- 
tion  referved  to  him,  fhall  imprifon  any  Perfon  in  a 
private  Prifon,  or  any  other  Prifon,  except  the  com- 
mon Prifon  of  the  County,  or  the  common  Prifon  of 
jhe   nearefl:    Royal   Borough,    or  Barony   Borough  5 

C  2  faving. 
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Anno  1746.  faving,  neverthelefs,  to  the  Koyal  Boroughs  in  Sc^f-^ 
land  J  all  Jurifdi£lions  and  Privileges  now  by  Law  be- 
longing to  them  ;  and  by  the  fifteenth  Claufe,  all  Ju- 
rifdi61:ions  and  Privileges  now  belonging  to  any  Barony 
Borough  in  Scotland  are  faved,  except  that  of  re- 
pledging  from  the  Sheriffs  or  Stewards  Courts,  with 
which  Courts  they  are  from  the  Time  named  to  have 
a  cumulative  Jurifdi6tion  only. 

'  By  the  fixteenth  Claufe,  Provifion  was  made  for  af- 
feffing  the  Value  or  Price  of  the  Jurifdidlion  of  Land- 
holders hereby  taken  away,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  be- 
fore prefcribed,  for  aflefling  the  Value  of  Regalities 
and  other  fuperior  Jurifdi^lions :  By  the  feventeenth  and 
eighteenth,  his  Majefty  is  impowered  to  make  Regula- 
tions relating  to  the  Number,  Qualification  and  Ap- 
pointment of  Under-sheriff's  or  Under-Stewards  ;  and 
by  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth,  the  Circuit  Courts 
ai'e  ordered  to  be  held  twice  a  Year. 

*  By  the  twenty-firft  Claufe,  the  Writ  or  Procefs, 
called  in  Scotland^  Advocation^  is  taken  away,  with  refpedt 
to  all  Anions  or  Suits,  not  exceeding  the  Value  of 
30  /.  Sterling ;  and  by  the  twenty- fecond,  twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth,  twenty-fifth,  and  twenty-fixth,  feveral 
new  Regulations  are  made  with  refpe6l  to  the  Writ  or 
Procefs,  called  in  Scotland,  Sufpenfwn. 

*  By  the  twenty-feventh  Claufe,  his  Majefty  is  im- 
powered to  make  a, new  Divifion  or  Diftribution  of  the 
Circuits  in  Scotland.  By  the  twenty-eighth,  the  Cuftom 
of  reducing  into  Writing  the  Evidence  given  in  crimi- 
nal Profecutions  is  taken  away ;  and  by  the  twenty- 
ninth  and  laft  Claufe,  the  Perquifites  late  belonging  to 
the  Sheriffs  and  Stewards  in  Scotland  are  taken  away ; 
and  all  Fines,  Forfeitures  and  Penalties,  inflidted  by  the 
Sentences  of  thefe  inferior  Courts,  are  declared  to  be- 
long to  his  Majefty,  and  ordered  to  be  accounted  for, 
and  paid  into  his  Majefty 's  Exchequer  at  Edinburgh  J 

The  following  is  the  Subftance  of  the  Arguments 

againft  the  Bill,  thrown  into  the  Fonn  of  one  Speech. 

'  Sir, 

^  The  Rio-ht  Hon.  Gentleman  who  has  been  at  the 

Pains  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  Bill  now  before  you, 

has  taken  up  fo  much  of  your  Time,  in  explaining 

4  and 
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and  endeavouring  to  fliew  the  NecefTity  of  the  Bill  he  Anno  1745, 

has  been  pleafed  to  prefent  to  you,  that  I  am  afraid 

you  will  hardly  have  Patience  at  this  Time  to  hear  any 

Thing  faid  againft  it ;  but  as  I  have  often  had  Experience 

of  your  Complaifance,  I  fhall  venture  to  give  you  fome 

of  my  Reafons  for  being  againft  this  Bill,  or  any  Bill 

of  a  like  Nature  ;  and  in  doing  fo,  I  fhall  be  as  fhort  as 

poflible.     In  the  firft  Place,  I  muft  obferve,  that  its 

requiring  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Words,    and  fuch   a 

Power  of  Eloquence,  to  explain  and  enforce  it,  is  no 

very  good  Argument  either  for  its  Utility  or  NeceiHty.- 

When  a   public   Inconvenience  is  really  felt,  a  few 

Words  are  fufficient  for  convincing  even  a  numerous 

Aflembly  of  the  Neceffity  of  fome  new  Regulation  ; 

and  from  our  Statute-Books  every  one  may  obferve, 

that  our  iborteil  Laws  have  generally  been  found  the 

moft  ufeful. 

^  This,  Sir,  is  of  itfelf  a  ftrong  Prefumption  againft 
the  Bill ;  but  I  have  no  Occafion  for  infifting  much  on 
Prefumptions,  when  there  are  fuch  weighty  Arguments 
againft  it  -,  for  before  I  have  done,  I  hope  to  fhew  you, 
that  we  cannot  pafs  fuch  a  Bill,  without  making  a 
plain  Incroachment  upon  the  Articles  of  Union  ;  that 
if  we  pafs  this  Bill,  or  any  Bill  of  a  like  Import,  we 
fhall  render  the  Property  of  every  Man  in  the  Kingdom 
precarious ;  that  by  fuch  a  Regulation  as  is  thereby 
propofed,  we  fliall  bring  our  happy  Conftitution  into 
the  utmoft  Danger  ;  that  his  Majefty,  by  giving  it  the 
Royal  Aflent,  may  alienate  the  AffecSlions  of  many  of 
his  beft  Subje6ls  in  ScQtknd ;  and  that  it  will  be  a  Pre- 
cedent of  the  moft  pernicious  Confequence  to  thofe 
Families  in  England,  who  are  poffefled  of  any  Sort  of 
Privilege  or  Jurifdi6lio", 

'  With  regard  to  the  Articles  of  Union,  Sir,  I  fhall 
infift  upon  none  but  the  19th  and  20th  Articles,  both 
which  we  muft,  in  my  Opinion,  break  through,  if 
we  agree  to  any  fuch  Regulation  as  is  propofed  by  this 
Bill.  By  the  former  of  thefe  two  Articles,  after  pro- 
viding for  the  Continuance  of  the  Court  of  Seftion, 
the  Jufticiary  Court,  and  the  Admiralty  Court,  and 
for  the  Prefervation  of  hereditary  Rights  of  Admiralty 
as  Rights  of  Property,  it  is  exprelly  ftipulated  in  thefe 
Words,  «  And  that  all  other  Courts  now  in  Being 
C  3  *f  within 
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Anno  1746.  ''  "within  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland^  do  remain ;  but 
fubje6t  to  Alterations  by  the  Parliament  of  Great- 
"  Britain,''  What  Alterations,  Sir  ?  Certainly  with 
refpe6t  to  the  Form  and  Manner  of  their  Proceed- 
ings. Surely,  by  Alterations  we  cannot  fuppofe  they 
meant  Annihilations y  which  will  be  the  EfrecS:  of  this 
Bill;  for  all  the  Regality  Courts  and  Baron  Courts 
which  were  in  Being  within  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland^ 
at  the  Time  of  the  Union,  are  by  this  Bill  to  be  abfo^ 
lutely  and  totally  annihilated. 

*  Can  there  be  any  Thing,  Sir,  more  contrary  than 
this  to  the  exprefs  Words  of  the  Article?  Even  the 
learned  Gentleman  himfelf,  who  has  prefented  you  v/ith 
this  Bill,  admits,  that  this  woiild  be  the  Cafe,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  following  Article;  but,  fays  he,  as 
hereditary  JurifdiiStions  are  panicularly  provided  for  in 
the  following  Article,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  thai  they 
were  meant  to  be  comprehended  in  the  general  Words 
of  this.     Sir,  I  mufi:  beg  Leave  to  think,  that  this 
looks  fomething  like  putting  the  Frenchman  upon  us, 
by  faying  that  the  Spirit  of  an  Article  of  fo  folemn  a 
Treaty  is  directly  contrary  to  its  exprefs  Words.     But 
in  my  Way  of  thinking,  the  following  Article  is  fo 
far  from  being  an  Exception,  that  it  is  a  Confirmation 
and  Enforcement  of  the  former.     The  Lords  of  here^ 
ditary  Jurifdi6lions  were  all  or  moft  of  tiiem,  I  fup- 
pofe.  Members    of  the  Scottijh  Parliament,    and  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  thofe  Jurifdi6lions,    which  added 
fuch  a  Dignity  to  their  Perfons,    and  fuch  a  Luftre  to 
their  Families.     They  were  afraid  tl  .iit  their  hereditary 
JurifdivSlions  were  not  fufficiently  fecured  to  them,  by 
the  general  Words  of  this  Article.     As  Jurifdiilions 
of  every  Kind  inay  very  properly  be  faid  to  relate  to 
civil  Government,  they  were  afraid,  lell  it  might  be 
faid  by  the  Britijh  Parliament,  in  Confequence  of  the 
18th  Article,  that  though   the  Regality  and  Baron 
Courts  were  by  the  19th  Article  to  remain,  yet  they 
might  by  Aft  of  Parliament  be  taken  from  the  then 
Proprietors,  and  all  vefted  in  the  Crown,  with  Power 
to  the  King  to  appoint  Bailiffs  or  Stewards  under  him, 
to  hold  thofe  Courts  in  the  fame  Manner  as  they  were 
formerly  held  by  the  Bailiffs  or  Stewards  of  the  heredir 
tary  Lords,     They  knew  they  had  Influence  enough  to 

prevent 
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prevent  the  pafling  of  fuch  an  AS:  m  the  ScothJIo  Par-  Anno  1746. 
liament,  but  they  could  not  expe6t  to  have  the  fame 
Influence  in  the  Britifi}  \  therefore  they  thought  necef- 
fary  to  provide  for  the  Prefervation  of  thefe  their  here- 
ditary JurifdicStions,  not  only  by  the  general  Words 
contained  in  the  19th  Article,  but  by  a  particular  Ar- 
ticle contrived  for  that  fpecial  Purpofe,  which  makes 
the  2Cth  Article  of  the  Treaty,  and  which  I  fnail  now 
confider, 

'  How  weak,  Sir,  is  human  Judgment,  how  inef.- 
fe6lual  our  wifeft  Precautions  !  That  very  Article, 
which  was  contrived  by  the  Lords  of  thefe  Jurifdifti^ 
ons  in  Scotland  for  fecuring  them  to  their  Pofterity, 
is,  we  now  iind,  in  lefs  than  half  a  Century,  made 
ufe  of  as  a  Pretence  for  depriving  them  of  every  fuch 
honourable  Poffeiiion  for  ever.  The  Words  of  the 
Article  are,  '^  That  all  heretable  Offices,  Superiori- 
"  ties,  heretable  Jurifdici:ions,  Offices  for  Life,  and 
*'  Jurifdi6^ions  for  Life,  be  refer\^ed  to  the  Owners 
*'  thereof  as  Rights  of  Fro^erty^  in  the  fame  Manner 
*'  as  they  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  Laws  of  Scotland^ 
'^  notwithftanding  this  Treaty."  By  this  Article, 
and  by  their  perpetual  Entails,  which  the  Lawyers  of 
Scotland  have  not  yet  by  any  Quirk  pretended  to  break 
through,  they  thought  they  had,  notwithilanding  the 
Union,  fecured  their  Jurifdiclions  to  their  Pofterity 
for  ever,  or  at  leafl:  till  an  End  fhould  be  put  to  it  by 
the  A61  of  God,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the  Extinction  of 
their  whole  Race.  But  it  is  now  faid,  that  as  any 
Subjecl:  may  by  Act  of  Parliament  be  compelled  to 
part  with  his  Property  for  a  reafonable  Price,  when  it 
becomes  neceffary  for  the  public  Good,  and  as  thefe 
Jurifdi6i:ions  are  by  this  Article  referved  to  the  Pro- 
prietors, only  as  Rights  of  Property,  therefore  they 
may  be  compelled  by  AB:  of  Parliam.ent  to  part  with 
them  for  a  reafonable  Price,  if  it  be  neceflary  for  the 
public  Good,  without  any  Breach  of  this  Article  of 
the  Union. 

'  Now,  Sir,  I  fhall  admit  the  Juftnefs  of  this  Ar-^ 
gument.  I  fhall  admit,  that  if  it  were  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  public  Good,  the  Lords  of  thefe  Jurif-, 
diftions  might  be  compelled  to  part  with  them  for  a 
reafonable  Price,  without  any  Incroachment  upon  this 
^  '    ^'4',  Ankle 
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Anno  1746.  Article  of  the  Union ;  but  then  I  muft  infift,  that  this 
bta— v"*-*^— ^  NeceiHty  ought  to  be  apparent  and  indifputable.  Is  it 
fo  in  this  Cafe  ?  It  is  faid,  indeed,  but  it  is  only  faid, 
that  Inconveniences  have  arifen,  and  may  arife,  from 
the  Multiplicity  and  Extent  of  heretable  Jurifdi6lions 
in  Scotland;  but  have  v^e  had  any  Proof,  have  we  had 
any  Complaint,  from  Scotland^  of  the  Inconveniences 
that  have  arifen  ?  Have  v^e  had  the  leaft  Suggeftion 
from  any  Man  there,  that  Inconveniences  may  arife  ? 
No,  Sir;  only  fome  of  our  Minifters  here,  v^^ho  knovir 
juft  as  much  of  Scotland  as  they  know  of  Japan^  have 
taken  it  into  their  Heads,  that  Inconveniences  have 
arifen,  and  may  arife,  from  thefe  Jurifdi6tions  ;  and  of 
this  their  Fancy  we  are  to  make  the  Foundation,  and 
the  only  Foundation  of  an  ASt  of  Parliament,  for 
compelling  moft  of  the  noble  and  great  Families  in 
Scotland  to  fell  the  moft  valuable  Property  that  belongs 
to  them  :  A  Property  that  is  really  invaluable  by  any 
Perfon  but  the  Proprietor  ;  for  the  Value  of  Honours, 
Titles,  Dignities,  and  the  like,  always  depends  upon 
the  Fretimn-affeSlionis  fet  upon  them  by  the  FofTeflbr  ; 
and  therefore,  when  fuch  Things  are  to  be  fold,  which 
God  forbid  they  ever  fhould  in  this  Country,  one  Man 
may  perhaps  be  found,  who  will  readily  give  ten  times 
more  for  the  Purchafe  than  any  other  Man  would. 

'  As  we  have  no  Proof,  no  Complaint,  nor  any 
Suggeftion  before  us,  Sir,  of  any  one  Inconvenience 
that  has  arifen,  or  may  arife,  from  the  heretable  Ju- 
rifdi6lions  in  Scotland^  I  hope  that,  for  the  Honour  of 
thofe  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  w^ho  are  now  poffefTed 
of  them,  you  will  amend  this  Part  of  the  Preamble, 
and  begin  your  Bill  thus :  Whereas  it  is  apparent,  from 
the  Nature  of  Things,  that  Inconveniences  have 
arifen,  or  may  arife,  from  the  Miiltiplicity  and  Extent 
of  the  heretable  Jurifdi6Iions  in  that  Part  of  Great- 
Britain  called  Scotland^  therefore,  for  remedying  and 
preventing  thofe  Inconveniences This  Amend- 
ment, I  fay.  Sir,  ought  to  be  made  for  the  Honour 
of,  and  even  in  Juftice  to  thofe  who  are  the  prefent 
PofTellbrs  of  thefe  heretable  Jurifdi6tions ;  becaufe  no 
Inconveniences  can  arife  but  from  the  bad  Ufe  made  of 
fuch  Jurifdidlions,  whereas  it  is  admitted,  that  none 
of  ^he  prefent  PoflcfTors  have  ever  made  a  bad  Ufe  of 

them^ 
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them,  and  that  it  is  not  fcrmuch  as  fufpe£led  they  ever  Anno  1746. 
will^  but  this  Admiffion  does  not  appear  upon  our  " 
Records.  What  then  will  Pofterity  think,  when  they 
read  the  Preamble  of  this  Bill,  which  muft  appear 
upon  our  Records  I  Will  they  not  naturally  con- 
clude, that  in  the  Year  1746,  the  then  PofiefTors  of 
the  heretable  Jurifdi£tions  in  Scotland  made  fuch  a  bad, 
fuch  a  wicked  Ufe  of  their  Power,  that  the  Parliament 
of  Great-Britain  thought  it  neceffary  to  ftrip  them  and 
their  Families  of  every  fuch  Power  for  ever  ? 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  this  will  be  allowed  to  be  a  good 
Reafon  for  the  Amendment  I  have  propofed ;  but  even 
when  the  Preamble  is  fo  amended,  I  cannot  agree  to 
it;  becaufe  there  is,  in  my  Opinion,  no  fuch  Appear- 
ance in  the  Nature  of  Things.     Judges  may  be  partial 
and  unjuft,  Magiftrates  may  be  oppreflive  and  rapaci- 
ous ;  but  this  may  as  probably  happen  when  they  are 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  as  when  they  are  appointed 
by  the  Lords  of  hereditary  Jurifdiftions  :  In  my  Opi- 
nion, more  probably  ;  becaufe  the  Judges  and  Magif- 
trates appointed  by  the  Crown  are  alv/ays  the  Favour- 
ites, too  often  the  Tools,  of  Minifters ;  and  we  know 
how  apt  Minifters  are  to  fupport  their  Favourites  in 
every  rapacious  Jobb,  and  that  they  will  always  be 
more  able  to  prote6t  their  Favourites  from  the  Paws  c^ 
the  Law,  than  we  can  fuppofe  any  Lord  of  an  heredi- 
tary Jurifdi(^ion  to  be,  unlefs  he  be  likewife  a  Mi- 
nifter  of  State.     Befides,  as  the  Lord  of  an  hereditary 
Jurifdi6tion  has  generally  his  own  Eftate  lying  within 
his  Jurifdidlion,  it  is  his  Intereft  to  take  Care,  that 
the  People  within  the  fame  fhall  live  eafy  and  quiet, 
and    free   from    Oppreflion;    becaufe    the   better   the 
People  within  any  particular  Lord's  Jurifdidlion  are 
protected  in  the  free  Enjoyment  of  their  Liberties  and 
Properties,  the  more  People  will  refort  to  live  within 
that  Lord's  Jurifdiftion,  and  confequently  the  more  he 
may  increafe  the  Rents  and  Profits  of  his  own  Eftate. 
Has  a  Minifter  any  fuch  Intereft  in  View  ?  No,  Sir  : 
He  regards  nothing  but  the  Favourite  he  has  put  into 
the  Place  or  Office  ;  and  as   that  Favourite  depends 
upon  his  powerful  Prote61:ion,  the  more,  probably,  he 
will  venture  to  be  unjuft,  opprelHve,  and  rapacious. 

*  Xmuft 
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'Anno  1746.  ^  I  muft,  therefore,  conclude.  Sir,  that  the  only 
Foundation  we  have  for  this  Bill,  'is  the  Fancy  of  forae 
of  our  Minillers  of  State  ;  and  if  upon  this  Founda- 
tion we  cornpel  any  Man  in  Scotland  to  fell  his  Pro- 
perty, we  not  only  commit  an  evident  Breach  of 
the  Articles  of  Union,  but  we  fhall  render  the  Pro- 
perty of  every  Man,  both  in  England  and  Scotland^ 
precarious ;  for  fome  future  Minifter  may  fancy,  as  the 
*TurkiJh  Miniilers  always  have  done,  that  Inconveni- 
ences have  arifen,  and  may  arife,  from  any  Subje6l's 
having  a  Property  in  a  Land  Eftate,  and  that  there-? 
fore  it  is  neceffary  for  the  public  Good,  to  compel 
every  Man  in  the  Kingdom  to  part  with  his  Property 
in  Lands  for  a  reafonable  Price.  I  fhall  grant,  it 
would  hot  be  eafy  to  get  a  Briitifl)  Parliament  to  pafs 
fuch  a  Bill ;  but  a  Britijh  Parliament  has  been,  and 
therefore  may  be,  prevailed  on  to  pafs  an  A61  for 
giving  to  the  King's  Proclamation  the  Authority  of 
.an  A3:  of  Parliament  * ;  and  then  the  Bufmefs  would 
be  done :  The  King  would  not  ftand  in  N^ed  either  of 
a  Dream,  or  a  Jofeph^  for  enabling  him  to  pay  the 
Purchafe- Money  ;  becaufe  this  very  Bill  would  furniih 
him  with  an  eafier  and  more  expeditious  Method,  He 
would  need  only  to  enaift  by  his  Proclamation, ,  that 
the  Property  of  all  the  Land^  in  Greqt-Britain  fhould 
from  and  after  fuch  a  Day  be  vefted  in  the  Crov/n, 
and  that  the  Price  to  be  paid  for  them  fhould  be  fettled 
and  afcertained  by  the  Judges ;  for  he  might  prevail 
with  the  Judges  to  put  ofF  their  Determination,  till 
the  intermediate  Profits  of  t|ie  Lands  enabled  him  to 
pay  the  Price ;  and  mofl:  Landholders  would  be  glad 
to  accept  of  any  Price  in  ready  Money,  rather  than 
wait  the  IlTue  of  fuch  a  tedious  and  uncertain  Deter- 
mination, 

*  I  fhall  not  fay.  Sir,  that,  with  refpedl  to  the  Pro- 
perty of  our  Land  ^Eflates,  we  have  any  immediate 
Occafion  to  dread  the  Confequences  of  this  Bill  ;  but 
I  will  fay,  that  there  are  many  Rights  and  Privileges 
poflefied  by  fome  of  the  landed  Gentlemen  m  England^ 
with  refpedt  to  which  we  have  an  immediate  Occafion 
to  apprehend  the  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Bill  as  this, 
and  no  one  can  tell  how  far  our  future  Princes  and  their 

*  ^wRapia'i  Hipryf  Vol,  I.  p.  82a.    Vol.  II,  p.  9. 
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fanciful  Minlfters  may  pufh  the  Authority  of  fuch  a   Anno  1746, 

Precedent  5  for  from  Experience  we  know,  that  the 

Imagination  of  Minifters  is  mighty  fertile,  with  refpedl 

to  the  Dangers  or  Inconveniences  that  may  enfue  from 

any  Rights  or  Powers  lodged  in  the  People  ;  but  equally 

barren,  with  refpeft  to  the  Dangers  or  Inconveniences 

that  may  enfue  from  any  Rights  or  Powers  lodged  in 

the  Crown ;  which  brings  me  to  the  third  Head  I  pro- 

pofe*5  to  illuftrate,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Danger  to  which 

our  Conftitution  may  be  expofed,  by  our  agreeing  to 

any  fuch  Bill  as  this  now  before  us. 

'  The  very  Effence  of  our  Conftitution,  Sir,  con- 
fifts  in  fuch  an  equal  Diftributicn  of  Power,  among 
the  three  Branches  of  our  Legillature,  as  prevents  any 
one  of  them  from  having  or  acquiring  fuch  a  Com- 
mand or  corrupt  Influence  oyer  the  other  two,  as  to  be 
able  to  opprefs  and  tyrannise  over  the  People.  While 
thefe  three  Branches  of  the  Legiflature  continue  fo 
much  independent  of  one  another,  as  to  have  no  Band 
of  Union  but  the  public  Good,  it  is  impoifible  to  fup^ 
pofe,  that  they  will  ever  unite,  or  at  leaft,  that  they 
will  ever  long  continue  to  unite,  in  oppofing  or  tyran- 
nizing over  the  People.  But  if  you  fhould  by  De- 
grees, under  the  Pretence  of  remedying  or  obviating 
imaginary  Inconveniences,  throw  fo  much  Power  into 
any  one  of  tne  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  as  may 
enable  it  to  render  itfelf  Mailer  of  the  other  two,  our 
happy  Conftitution  will  be  undone  :  It  will  neceffarily 
and  of  courfe  deviate  into  an  abfolute  Monarchy,  as 
it  was  for  iome  Time  after  the  Conqr.eft,  and  again  in 
the  Reign  of  Henry  VIII,  after  paffing  the  Law  I  have 
mentioned,  for  rendering  the  King's  Proclamations  of 
equal  Authority  with  an  KSi-  of  Parliament  :  Or  it 
will  deviate  into  an  abfolute  Ariftocracy,  as  it  was  for 
fome  Time  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  IIL ;  or  laftly,  it 
will  deviate  into  a  Democracy,  as  it  was  for  fome 
Years  after  the  Defeat  of  Charles  I.  ;  and  that  of 
courfe,  as  fuch  Governments  generally  foon  do,  will 
deviate  into  a  fole  and  arbitrary  Tyranny,  as  was  our 
Cafe  under  Oliver  Cromwell, 

'  I  believe,  Sir,  no  Tvlan  doubts  of  our  Coiiftituti- 
on's  being  at  prefent  in  more  Danger  from  the  increafed 
power  of  the  Crown^  tlian  from  the  increafed  Power 

of 
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AjiJio  5746.  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament.  The  Crown  has  al- 
ready, I  fear,  got  the  abfolute  Direftion  of  the  Choice 
of  the  fixteen  Peers  to  reprefent  the  Peerage  of  Scot" 
land  m  Parliament,  and  by  this  Bill  you  will,  in  my 
Opinion,  give  the  Crown  the  abfolute  Dire6lion  of 
the  Choice  of  the  forty-five  Commoners  for  that  Part 
of  the  United  Kingdom ;  for  I  muft  obferve,  that  the 
Sheriffs  in  Scotland  have  a  much  greater  Power  over 
the  People  within  their  Jurifdiftion,  than  the  Sheriffs 
have  in  England-,  becaufe  moft  of  our  Farmers  are 
able  to  bring  their  Suits  before  our  fuperior  Courts  ; 
but  very  few  Farmers  in  Scotland  are  able  to  bring  their 
Suits  before  the  fuperior  Courts  there.  The  Sherift 
of  the  County  is  the  only  Judge  they  can  apply  to  for 
redreiling  their  Wrongs  ;  and  if  he  does  them  Injuf- 
tice,  they  mufl  fubmit,  becaufe  they  are  unable  to  feek 
Redrefs  from  the  higher  Courts.  What  Gentleman  in 
Scotland  will,  at  an  Ele61:ion,  give  his  Vote  againft  a 
Candidate  ftrongly  recommended  by  the  Court,  if  he 
knows  the  Confequence  to  be,  that  none  of  his  Tenants 
can  afterwards  expe6l  Juftice  from  the  Judge  of  the 
County,  and  the  only  Judge  they  can  apply  to  ? 

*  Will  not  this  be  the  Cafe,  Sir,  if  we  pafs  the 
Bill  now  before  us  ?  The  Under-SherifFs  are  all  to  be 
appointed  or  approved  of  by  the  Crown,  during  Plea- 
fure,  and  to  have,  I  fuppofe,  a  Salary  from  the  Crown. 
Can  we  then  from  the  Nature  of  Mankind  prefume, 
that  fuch  Sheriffs  will  not  favour  the  Tenants  of  thofe 
\vho  vote  for  the  Court  Candidate  ?  Can  we  from  the 
Nature  of  Minifters  prefume,  that  they  will  not  give 
Hints  to  their  Sheriffs  to  do  fo,  and  difmifs  fuch  as 
are  not  fufficiently  pliant  ?  And  will  not  this  give  the 
Crown  a  great  additional  Influence  at  all  Elections  for 
Members  of  Parliament  in  Scotland?  We  fhould  re- 
member. Sir,  I  hope  we  fhall  always  gratefully  re- 
member, the  Affiflance  we  met  with  from  Scotland^  m 
removing  a  Minifler  that  had,  by  his  public  Mea- 
fures,  rendered  himfelf  an  Objed  of  Contempt,  as 
v/ell  as  Hatred,  to  a  great  Majority  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  If  a  great  Majority  of  the  Members  for 
Scotland  had  not  been  chofen  againfl  him,  if  a  great 
Majority  of  them  had  not  concurred  in  bringing  about 
his  Downfal,  he  might  ftill  have  been  alive,  and  wou|d 
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probably  have  ftill  been  the  fole  stnd  prime  Mmliler  of  Anno  1746, 
this  Kingdom.  I  hope  this  Bill  is  not  intended  by 
Way  of  Revenge  againft  the  Gentlemen  of  Scotland, 
for  the  Part  they  acted  at  that  Juncture ;  for  I  cannot 
think,  that  even  thofe  who  may  have  fome  little  Re- 
fentment  lurking  in  their  Breafts,  would  pu{h  it  fo  far, 
as  to  facrifice  the  ConlHtution  and  Liberties  of  their 
Country  to  their  Revenge  ;  which  will  apparently  be 
the  Confequence,  if  v/e  make  the  Crown  Mafters  of 
all  the  Elections  in  Scotland. 

'  I  know  it  is  faid,  Sir,  in  the  Preamble  of  this 
Bill,  that  we  are  only  to  reftore  to  the  Crown  the 
Powers  of  Jurifdi^lion  originally  and  properly  belong- 
ing thereto,  according  to  the  Conftitution.  This  is 
founded  upon  a  vulgar  Error,  which  of  late  but  too 
generally  prevails,  that  the  executive  Power  of  our 
Government  is  wholly  and  folely  lodged  in  the  Crown  ; 
from  whence  it  is  inferred,  that  the  jurifdiftive  Power, 
being  a  Part  of  the  executive  Power,  originally  and 
properly  belonged  to  the  Crown.  This  I  muft  abfo- 
lutely  deny  ;  for  the  executive  Power  of  our  Govern- 
ment was  never  wholly  and  folely  lodged  in  the  Crown : 
For  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  the  Throne,  m.oft  of  the 
Powers  of  our  Governm.ent  are,  it  is  true,  executed 
in  the  Nam.e  of  the  King,  and  by  the  great  OiHcers 
of  State  appointed  by  him,  or  their  under  Officers  ; 
but  anciently,  and  according  to  the  original  Form  of 
our  Governm.ent,  thofe  great  Officers  were  appointed 
by  the  King,  by  and  with  the  Confent  of  Parliament, 
and  they  never  could,  nor  can  yet  execute  the  King's 
Commands,  when  contrary  to  Law;  for  if  they  do, 
they  may  be  profecuted  and  puniihed  for  it,  either  in 
the  Courts  in  JVeJlminJier-Hall^  or  in  Parliament ;  in 
neither  of  v/hich  cari  the  King's  exprefs  Order,  though 
under  his  Hand  in  Writing,  be  pleaded  in  Excufe  for 
an  illegal  A6t. 

'  Then  as  to  the  Power  of  Jurifdiftion,  Sir,  it  is 
even  yet  fo  far  from  being  wholly  and  folely  lodged  in 
the  Crown,  that  the  dernier  Refort  has  a'hvays,  and 
ftill  does  lie  in  this  Houfe.  And  by  the  ancient  and 
original  Form  of  our  Conftitution,  that  is  to  fay,  by 
the  old  Saxon  Form,  to  which  we  mull  always  have 
Recourfe,  when  y/e  talk  of  our  original  Conftitution; 

far 
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Anno  ^746.  for  after  the  Conqueft,  till  we  got  it  in  fonie  Part  re- 
ftored,  we  had  no  Conftitution  at  all :  I  fay,  by  the 
original  Form  of  our  Conftitution,  the  King  had 
very  little  Power  of  Jurifdiition,  except,  as  other 
Lords  had,  within  his  own  Manors  ;  and  even  there 
the  King,  as  well  as  every  other  Lord  of  a  Manor, 
was  rather  Prefident  than  J  udge  of  the  Court ;  for  in 
all  Manors  the  Freeholders  were  the  proper  Judges* 
And  when  the  Country  was  divided  into  Shires  or 
Counties,  Hundreds,  and  Tithings,  the  Freeholders  in 
each  were  the  Judges,  or  fome  Perfon  chofen  by  them 
for  that  Purpofe.  No  Suit  was  ever  brought  before 
the  Chief  or  King's  Judges,  unlefs  the  Parties  lived  in 
different  Counties.  Then  as  to  the  Chief  Judges, 
they  were,  it  is  true,  nominated  by  the  King,  but  al- 
ways by  the  Advice,  and  with  the  Confent  of  the 
Witenagemot,  or  Parliament,  to  which  an  Appeal  lay 
from  the  Decrees  of  thofe  Judges,  which  is  the  Foun- 
dation of  the  Appeal  that  now  lies  to  this  Houfe  in  all 
Caufes,  and  from  all  the  chief  Courts  in  the  King- 
dom, unlefs  when  it  is  declared  otherwife  by  Sta- 
tute. 

'  What  was  the  ancient  Conftitution  in  Scotland,  Sir, 
feems  not  fo  eafy  to  determine ;  for,  in  Reality,  they 
feem  of  old  to  have  had  no  Conftitution  at  all  but  the 
Clannifh,  which  ftill  in  a  great  Meafure  remains  in 
the  Highlands.  The  Chief  of  each  Clan  feems  to 
have  had  a  moft  defpotic  Power  over  his  Clan  5  and 
thofe  Chiefs,  or  the  Majority  of  them,  chofe  them- 
felves  a  King,  who  had  juft  as  much  Power  as  he 
could  acquire  by  his  Sword,  and  always  held  it  by  the 
fame  Tenure;  though,  to  avoid  Difputes  upon  the 
Death  or  Depofmg  of  their  King,  they  generally  chofe 
one  of  the  Royal  Line,  and  that  one  generally  who 
had  the  beft  Intereft  among  the  Chiefs,  without  any 
Regard  to  hereditary  Right.  At  laft  they  borrowed 
fomething  like  a  Conftitution  from  us,  as  is  evident 
from  the  Names  of  their  Magiftrates,  and  the  like, 
which  are  all  derived  from  Words  in  the  Saxon  Lan- 
guage, fuch  as  Thane,  Stev/ard,  Shire,  Sheriff;  and 
fome  they  borrowed  from  the  French,  fuch  as  Provoft, 
Bailiff.  According  to  their  iincient  Clannifh  Confti- 
tution, it  is  very  evident,  that  the  King  had  no  fole  Jurif- 
3  didion. 
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diftlon,  except  over  his  own  Clan;  for  as  to  all  Dif-  Anno  174^, 
putes  between  different  Clans,  they  were  clifcuffed  and 
determined  in  Parliament ;  and  when  they  began  to  have 
a  regular  Conftitution,  and  high  Courts  regularly  efta- 
blilhed  m  Scotland,  it  is  evident,  both  from  the  Model 
upon  which  they  were  eftablifhed,  and  from  fome  of 
their  ancient  Laws,  that  the  Judges  of  their  High 
Courts  were  appointed  by  the  King  in  Parliament,  that 
is  to  fay,  by  the  Advice,  and  with  the  Confent  of  Par- 
liament. Nay,  it  appears  that  thofe  Courts  were 
really  at  firft  Committees  of  Parliament.  Their  Court 
of  Seffion,  which  is  now  the  fupreme  Court  of  all  civil 
Caufes,  was,  by  an  AO:  of  James  I.  of  Scotland,  to 
confift  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  certain  Perfons  of 
the  three  Eftates,  to  be  chofen  by  the  King,  and  to 
judge  in  all  Caufes  proper  for  the  King  and  his  Council ; 
that  is,  I  fuppofe,  all  Caufes  which  were  not  by  the 
Conftitution  to  be  determined  by  the  Parliament  only, 
which  feems  then  to  have  been  the  Cafe  with  refpe6l 
to  all  Caufes  concerning  Fee,  or  Heretage  -y  for  by  an 
A£l  of  Parliament  of  James  IL  the  Lords  of  Seffion 
were  appointed  by  a  Commiflion  of  Parliament,  di- 
re6ted  to  fome  of  their  own  Number ;  and  impowered 
to  determine  all  civil  Alliens,  not  concerning  Fee  or 
Heritage. 

'  In  fhort.  Sir,  the  jurifdi^live,  as  well  as  the  leglfla- 
tive  Power,  feems,  by  the  Conftitution  of  Scotland  as 
well  as  that  of  England,  to  have  been  originally  lodged 
in  King  and  Parliament ;  for  which,  with  regard 
to  Scotland,  we  have  tv/o  very  great  Authorities  : 
One  is,  that  Ad:  of  Parliament  in  the  Reign  of  their 
James  IL  which  declares.  That  no  Regalities  fhall  be 
granted  without  Deliverance,  that  is  to  fay,  without 
the  exprefs  Confent  of  Parliament ;  and  the  other  is 
the  Opinion  of  that  great  Scottijh  Lawyer,  and  learned 
Gentleman,  Sir  George  Mackejizie,  who  begins  his 
Chapter  upon  the  Jurifdiclion  of  the  Parliament  in 
Crimes  with  thefe  Words,  ''  Since  the  Parliament  is 
*'  the  fupreme  Judicatory,  it  may  certainly  cognofce 
«'  all  Caufes  in  the  firft  Inftance."  And  though  in  his 
Inftitides  he  fays,  That  all  Jurifdi£lion  flows  origi- 
nally from  the  King,  yet  he  muft  certainly  there  mean 
from  the  King  in  his  rarliament,    in  order  to  be  con- 

iiftent 
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Anno  J74d.  fiftent  With  hlmfelf.  And,  indeed,  to  fay,  that  the 
jurifdidive  Power  was  ever,  either  in  England  or  Scot-- 
land^  or  is  now,  wholly  and  folely  lodged  in  the  Crown, 
would  be  fomething  worfe  than  ridiculous ;  for  if  it 
were  fo,  the  King  could  then,  by  his  fingle  Authority, 
and  without  an  A6i:  of  Parliament,  abolifli  all  the  chief 
Courts  throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and  eftablifh 
a  new  Sort  of  Courts  in  their  room  ;  which,  I  be- 
lieve, no  Advocate  for  the  Power  of  the  Crown  will 
fee  hardy  enough  to  maintain. 

'  I  therefore  hope.  Sir,  that  the  Words,  *'  for  re- 
*'  ftoring  to  the  Crown  the  Powers  of  Jurifdidion 
**  originally  and  properly  belonging  thereto,  accord- 
*'  ing  to  the  Conftitution,"  will  be  erafed  out  of  the 
Preamble  of  this  Bill.  They  did  not  originally  be^ 
long  to  the  Crown,  nor  ever  can  properly  belong  to 
the  Crown,  as  long  as  our  Conftitution  endures. 
They  belonged  originally  to  King  and  Parliament, 
and  were  granted  away  by  King  and  Parliament,  or 
they  were  illegally  granted.  If  they  were  granted 
away  by  King  and  Parliament,  you  do  an  Injuftice  to 
the  Proprietors,  by  forcing  them  to  fell  them  at  any 
Price,  fince  there  is  no  public  Neceffity  for  fo  doing. 
If  they  were  illegally  granted,  the  prefent  Poffeflbrs 
have  no  Right  to  them,  and  you  do  an  Injuftice  to  the 
Public,  by  making  it  pay  a  Price  for  what  is  really 
and  bona  fide  its  own.  In  either  Cafe,  his  Majefty  muft 
do  an  Acl:  of  Injuftice,  by  giving  the  Royal  Affent  to 
the  Bill ;  and  this  of  courfe  may  alienate  the  Affecti- 
ons of  many  of  his  beft  Subje6ts.  The  Principles  of 
Loyalty  and  AfFecStion  to  our  prefent  Royal  Family  are 
fo  riveted  in  thofe  who  are  now  the  PoiTeflbrs  of  thefe 
hereditary  JurifdiCtions,  that  this  Injuftice,  great  as  it 
is,  will  not,  I  believe,  alter  their  Sentiments  ;  but 
their  SuccefTors  will  reflect  upon,  and  will  feel  the  In- 
juftice done  to  their  Families  under  the  Royal  Family 
now  upon  our  Throne,  and  this  may  tempt  them  to 
turn  a  longing  Eye  towards  a  Family  which  I  need  not 
name, 

*  Sir,  the  Injuftice  to  be  done  by  this  Bill  to  many 
of  the  beft  Families  in  ScotJandy  is  fo  evident,  and  fo 
flagrant,  that  it  may  produce  DifafFe6tion  among 
many  of  the  great  Families  in  England  as  well  as  Scot- 

land* 
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Inmi.  We  have  feveral  noble  or  honourable  Families  Anno  174^, 
amongft  us,  who  have  high  Offices,  Rights  of  Admi- 
ralty, of  Shrievalty,  and  Manors  or  Lordfliips  Vv^th 
honourable  and  valuable  Privileges  annexed  to  them, 
which  are  hereditarily  eftabliflied  in  their  Families  : 
Such  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  v^ill  with  Reafon  be 
under  continual  Apprehenfions,  left  this  Bill,  if  palTed 
into  a  Law,  fhould  be  made  a  Precedent  for  compelling 
them  to  part  with  all  thofe  honourable  and  valuable 
Rights  that  belong  to  them,  for  fuch  a  Price  as  the 
King's  Judges  fhall  put  upon  them,  and  to  be  paid  at 
fuch  a  diftant  Day,  as  thofe  Judges  fhall  pleafe  to  de- 
termine. Who  can  fay.  Sir,  that  fome  future  Mini- 
fter  may  not  fancy,  that  Inconveniences  have  arifen, 
and  may  arife,  from  any  Right  which  diftinguifhes  a 
great  and  ancient  Family  from  thofe  mufhroom  Fami- 
lies that  are  daily  ftarting  up  amongft  us  ?  An  upftart 
Minifter,  grown  rich  by  the  Favour  of  his  Mafter, 
and  the  Plunder  of  his  Fellow-Citizens,  may  be  ver)^ 
apt  to  entertain  fuch  a  Fancy,  and  what  is  propofed 
by  this  Bill,  will  furnifh  him  with  a  Precedent  for 
bringing  all  to  his  own  Level.  This,  I  think.  Sir,  ia 
far  from  being  an  imaginary  Apprehenfion  ;  and  there- 
fore I  muft  conclude,  that  the  pafling  of  this  Bill  into  a 
Law  will  not  only  alienate  the  Affeclions  of  many  of  his 
Majefty's  beft  Subje6ts,  but  will  be  a  Precedent  of  the 
moft  pernicious  Confequence  to  thofe  Families  in  Eng- 
land,  who  are  pofTefted  of  any  peculiar  and  extraordi- 
nary Rights  or  Privileges. 

,'  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  demonftrated,  as  clearly  as  the 
Nature  of  the  Subjeci:  will  admit,  every  one  of  thofe 
Proportions  I  fet  out  with ;  and  nov/  I  ftiail  beg  Leave 
to  examine,  in  as  concife  a  Manner  as  poflibls,  the 
few  Arguments  made  ufe  of  for  gaining  our  Approba- 
tion to  this  Bill.  In  the  firft  Place  it  is  faid,  that  the 
paffing  of  this  Law  will  be  a  Beginning  towards 
making  the  Laws  the  fame  in  both  Parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Sir,  to  begin  with  a  plain  Breach  of  the 
Articles  of  Union,  and  a  flagrant  Piece  of  Injuftice  to 
many  of  the  beft  Families  in  Scotland,  is,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, a  very  bad  Beginning,  and  will,  I  am  afraid, 
make  the  People  of  Scotland  think,  that  every  future 
Attempt  you  make,  is  defigned,  not  for  their  Utility, 
Vol.  III.  D  but 
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Anno  1746.  but  to  anfwer  fome  fecret  Purpofe  of  our  Miniftefs  | 
and  unlefs  better  Care  be  taken  in  the  appointing  of 
the  new  Sheriffs  and  Under-Sheriffs,  than  is  ufually 
taken  in  the  Appointment  of  any  OfHcers  within  the 
Province  of  our  Minifters  of  State,  I  have  Reafon  to 
fufpeft,  that  the  poor  People  of  Scotland  will  find 
themfelves  more  oppreffed  and  fleeced  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  than  ever  they  were  by  the  Officers  of 
their  hereditary  Lords ;  which  will  add  to  the  Difgufts 
this  Meafure  mufl  neceffarily  create. 

'  The  fecond  Argument  was,  that  we  might  reftore 
to  the  Crown  the  Jurifdid:ions  originally  belonging  to 
it,  and  which  it  ought  never  to  part  with.  Sir,  by  a 
PaVity  of  Reafon  we  may  argue,  that  the  Crown  ought 
never  to  appoint  a  Judge  for  Life,  grant  a  Corporation 
an  irrevocable  Charter,  or  a  Subje6t  any  irrevocable 
Power,  Privilege,  or  Office.  This  is  a  Do£l:rine  that 
may  be  embraced  in  arbitrary  Governments,  but,  I 
am  fure,  it  ought  never  to  be  advanced,  much  lefs  en- 
dured, in  a  free  one. 

'  The  third  Argument  was,  I  think,  Sir,  about  a 
Balance  of  Px)wer  between  the  Crown  and  the  Lords 
of  hereditary  Jurifdiitions  in  Scotland^  which  was  faid 
to  be  overturned  by  abolifliing  the  Privy-Council  of 
that  "Kingdom;  as  if  the  Privy-Council  of  Scotland., 
with  their  Procefs  of  Inter-commoning,  and  Letters  of 
Pire  and  Sword,  but  without  any  regular  Troops  to 
put  their  Letters  in  Execution,  had  more  Power  than, 
the  Government  of  Great-Britain^  with  an  Army  of 
20,000  Men  at  its  Back.  Nothing,  Sir,  but  the 
Want  of  a  good  Argument,  could  make  any  Gentle- 
man think  of  fuch  an  Argument  as  this,  the  very 
ilating  of  it  in  its  plain  and  limple  Drefs  being  a  fuffi- 
cient  Anfwer. 

'  The  fourth  and  laft  Argument  made  ufe  of  was, 
that  by  abolifhlng  thefe  hereditary  Jurifdi6lions,  and 
veiling  them  again  in  the  Crown,  we  fhall  mske  the 
People  of  Scotkmd  Sharers  in  that  Flappinefs  and  Free- 
dom which  the  Peojile  of  England  enjoy  under  our 
prefent  Royal  Family  :  For  God's  Sake,  Sir,  when 
did  the  People  of  Scotland  complain  of  their  not  enjoy- 
ing the  fame  Happinefs  and  Freedom  ?  They  are 
mightily  obliged  to  us,  furely^  for  being  more  folici- 
5  tous 
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tous  aoout  their  Happinefs  anH   Fr.  j 

afe  the,.relves.     Fro":^  "ht  ov  r  C      "The*'";'^^  '^""o  - 

both  have  Reafon  to  fufnea  a  Sn.t»  •      L  ^^  ^'"l  ^e , 

the  People  of  ^4' wh^ tt  "  tlf"'"^  S^-^ 

Heads  as  their  Neighbours  are  T  F,  I  '^^  '^ng 
what  I  have  demonftrated  thaT'th.  "'''  '^"^'^'^  °f 
bly  w,-ll,  be  ™ore  oppreS  by  U„de7s']::?iV'"'  ''■"'''- 
and  fupported  bykmi{ieriofTtlll'^PP°'''^''^ 
were  by  the  Under  Shl.'ff  ?  "^'  *»"  they  ever 

by  thefr  hereS;"wds"^''aXh:'''''^"^^PP°-^^^ 
that  as  the  Lords  of  the's^^         ^  ",f  ^'"'^  ^^''^fee, 

the  fan,e  minifterill  Pow  r^tlen  r/\'PP°'"'^'^  ''3^ 
to  them,  will  find  it  T„  "'  j  II"   ""^"^  *at  can  apply 

againft  ^he  Injuffi  e^f'thrfo^eT'th"  °'h^'"  ^^'-'^' 
againft  the  Injufticeof  the  latter   '  *'-''  '^"^  ^'"^ 

being  i:iurtd''h;Tean1  o?:hett"=  tranquillity's 

ro  Ioni"S  p-e'opTe  [f  ^^f --^ '  pfc^^^^ 
do  not^hink  thtltTofp":^^;:^;^*'^^^'''  ='"'' 
or  us  under  Agents.  Ne'?her  'f  the  12°^^"^' 
m  &«&;2^  proceeded  from  thelnfln^f  /  -Rebellions 
more  Lords  of  hereditary  JuriffiS'"  f  '7  ""'^  °^ 
general  DiiTaffeaion  of  the  Peon  ft    '  H" '  f™""  *e 

firft  broke  out,  and  theNe.featf T'r  m''''/'''^"'°" 
did  not  take  Care  tr>  ),    =    "°'.,.°"rMimfters,  v/ho 

Country,  fuffident  for  kL'n'  "''""'>'  ^°^"  '"  '^a? 
were  kTown  to  be  fo  d  faffeX?  ^"Z;  ^  ^'°P^^  that 
Arms;  and  I  muft  obf  nf  that  lliTr^l '°  ^y  "^ 
nught  have  become  much  mn^  Aefe  Rebellions 
not  been  for  thraft^ve  T       i   '''T™"^'  '^  ''  had 

Lords  of  he^editayjtdiS-"  ^    'T'  °^  *^'"« 
do  by  this  Bill  >  Vn„  T  -^"^  ^''at  will  you 

cUs  I.  dfd  By  the  neZ  M  ^'-^''^'''^  ''°  ^^  ^Ig 
troduce,  you  mayraffe  a  g^n^raf 'n  '?  ^°^-^''  '°  ■"" 
and  by  thelnjuftice  you  df  "o  th /°''"'';^''^°"'^«; 
"J^y  give  Heads  and^aders  to  If  dT  !'"'''«'  ^""^ 
pie.     That  unwife  nZT     c  difcdntented  Peo- 

moft  of  the  greTt  Famille  ?f  ?"f  *^.  ^-"g  ^''""Wiged 

"-rn;:ls££?--^£ 
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Anno  1746.   ^^^  public  Wor{hip  of  that  Kingdom  :  This  hrbiight 

^^  '  -  _  -    __ »  an  Army  from  Scotland  againfl  him,  and  that  Army, 

was  the  Occafion  not  only  of  the  Civil  War  raifed  iii 

England  againfl:  him,   but  of  his  total  Defeat  at  the 

Eattle  of  Marfion-Moor.' 

When  thefe  Arguments  were  finifhed,  the  Queftion 
was  put.  Whether  the  Bill  ihould  be  read  a  fecond 
Time  ?  Which  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative  by  99 
againfl:  74.  And  on  the  14th  there  was  another  Divi- 
fion,  whether  the  Bill  fhould  be  read  for  the  fecond 
Time  on  that  Day ;  which  was  alfo  carried  in  the  Af- 
firmative by  233  againfl:  iC2.  On  the  30th,  fomC 
Petitions  that  were  prepared,  were  prefented  againft 
the  Bill ;  but  thefe  being  chiefly  on  the  Principle  of 
Property  being  affe<fled;  and  it  appearing,  that  an 
Equivalent  in  iVIoney  would  be  made,  they  fell  ot 
Courfe.  The  Bill  was  next  committed  and  reported. 
After  the  Report  a  Claufe  was  added,  "  to  oblige  al! 
*'  Judges  in  Courts  of  Barony  to  take  the  Oaths  ap- 
**  pointed  to  be  taken  by  Perfons  in  Offices  of  public 
««  Trufl:."  And  on  the  14th  of  May^  the  Quefl:ion 
was  moved.  Whether  the  Bill  fhould  paf^  ?  Upon 
which,  a  Debate  arifing,  George  Lyttelton^  Efq;  (now 
Lord  Lyttelion)  made  the  following  Speech. 

[The  Editor  is  authorized  by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Lyttelton,  to  afllire  the  Public,  that  this  Speech  h 
GENUINE  J  but  that  thofe  given  for  his  in  the  twa 
former  Volumes  are  entirely  fiditious.] 

Mr.  Speaker, 
George  Lyttel-       If  it  could  ever  be  probable  that  any  Bill  of  great 
ton,  Ei^i         Moment,  efpecially  one  in  which  not  only  the  national 
Interefl:,  but  many  particular  Interefl:s  are  alfo  con- 
cerned, fhould  pafs  throu^gh  the  Houfc  without  De- 
bate, this,  I  fhould  have  thought,  would  have  done  fo ; 
becaufe  none  has  ever  been  more  univerfally  called  for 
by  the  Voice  of  the  Nation,  none  has  ever  undergone  a 
longer  and  deeper  Confideration  before  it  came  into  the 
Houfe,  or  been  confldered  by  abler  Men,  or  with  a  more 
attentive,  impartial,  and  candid  Regard  to  any  material 
Objedlions.     However,  Sir,  notwithflanding  thefe  fa- 
vourable Circumflances^  I  did  expedt  that  in  the  Com- 
mittee 
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mittee  there  would  be  fome  DiiFerence  of  Opinion  ;^„„^  ,^^5^ 
among  us,  about  particular  Claufes  ;  and  I  rather  wifhed  ._  -  -  y 
that  there  might ;  becaufe  an  Affair  of  fo  very  ferious  a 
Nature  cannot  be  too  carefully  and  flrii^ly  examined, 
and  becaufe,  if  there  are  really  any  Faults  in  the  Bill, 
I  moft  fincerely  defire  that  they  may  be  amended.  But 
I  did  not  expeft,  I  am  extremely  furprized,  that  itlhould 
be  oppofed  upo7i  the  Principle  of  it^  that  it  fhould  be  op- 
pofed  as  a  Breach  of  the  Union ;  and  my  Concern  is  equal 
to  my  Surprize.  Next  to  the  breaking  of  the  Union,  I 
hardly  know  a  worfe  Misfortune  that  can  befall  the 
whole  united  Kingdom,  than  to  have  it  fuggefted  in  a 
Houfe  of  Parliament  that  it  is  broken,  and  to  have  that 
Suggeftion  prevail  in  the  Minds  of  the  People  of  Scot- 
la?id.  It  is  a  Suggeftion  in  which  the  Enemies  of  Scot- 
land  and  England  will  find  their  Account,  the  Friends 
cannot ;  and,  as  I  think  it  is  groundless,  I  do  moft 
heartily  grieve  that  it  has  ever  received  any  Counte- 
nance here. 

God  be  thanked,  they  who  are  at  the  Head  of  the 
Law  in  Scotla?id  have  other  Notions.  In  the  Return 
made  by  the  Court  of  the  Seffion  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
concerning  theheretable  Jurifdi£tions,  this  is  the  Manner 
in  which  ibey  haveexpreft  their  Judgment  on  that  Point. 

"  Thefe  Jurifdi6lions,  by  the  Treaty  of  Union,  are 
*'  fecured  to  the  Proprietors  as  Rights  of  Property,  and 
*'  therefore  cannot,   without  due  Satisfa^ion  made  to  the 

*'  Owners^  be  taken  from  them."- If  therefore  due 

Satisfaction  be  made  to  the  Owners,  it  is  the  Opinion  of 
the  Lords  of  the  Seffion,  that  thefe  Jurifdi«£tions  may  be 
taken  away  without  any  Infringement  of  the  Treaty  of 
Union  ;  and  that  is  the  Principle  upon  which  this  Bill 
intirely  proceeds  :  No  Jurifdi(5:ions  are  taken  away  by 
it  without  due  Satisfa6lion  made  to  the  Owners.  Where 
then  is  the  Wrong,  where  is  the  Violation  of  the  PaSia 
Conventa  between  the  two  Nations  ? 

Sir,  I  have  confidered  the  Treaty  of  Union  with 
all  the  Attention  and  Care  I  poffibly  could,  ftartled 
by  the  Objections  that  have  been  made  by  fome  Perfon§ 
for  whofe  Judgment  I  have  the  higheft  Regard  and 
Refpe6l;  but  I  proteft,  that,  after  the  ftricteft  Exami- 
nation, there  does  not  remain  in  my  Mind  the  fmalleft 
Apprehenfion,  or  Shadow  of  Doubt,  that  it  can  in  the 

P  3  leaft 
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Anno  1746.  ^^^ft  ^^  infringed  by  our  paffing  this  Bill.  The  iSth 
and  20th  Articles  are  all  that  relate  to  the  Matter  now 
before  you.  By  the  i8th  a  Diftin£tion  is  made  between 
the  Laws  that  concern  public  Right,  Policy,  and  Civil 
Government,  and  thofe  that  concern  private  Rights ; 
the  firft  are  declared  to  be  alterable  by  Parliament,  the 
latter  not,  except  it  be  for  the  evident  Utility  of  the  Sub- 
je£fs  within  Scothnd,  Now,  Sir,  not  to  infift  on  any 
Difference  betv^een  Rights  of  Property  and  private 
Rights  ;  but  allow^ing  that  this  x^.rticle  extends  alike  to 
the  fecuring  of  both  from  being  altered  by  Parliament, 
yet  ftill  the  Exception  contained  in  the  fame  Article, 
that  it  may  be  done  for  the  evident  Utility  of  the  Subje^s  in 
Scotland^  is  fully  fufficient  to  vindicate  this  Alteration 
from  being  any  Infringem.ent  of  the  Treaty  of  Union  ; 
nor  can  any  DiftincSion  be  made  between  this  Sort  of 
Property  and  any  other  exifting  in  Scotland^  but  that 
the  Public  is  more  afFe£ted  by  this  than  by  any  other. 

As  to  the  20th  Article,  the  Intention  and  Purport 
of  it  appears  to  be  evidently  this,  that,  whereas 
thefe  Jurifdi6tions  and  Superiorities  are  of  a  mixed 
Nature,  and  might  well  be  fuppofed  to  concern  Policy 
and  civil  Government^  and  to  be  alterable  by  Parliament, 
even  without  Compenfation  made  to  the  Owners  ; 
they  were  declared,  by  this  Article,  to  be  Rights  of 
Property^  in  order  to  put  them  on  the  fame  Foot  with 
other  private  Rights^  2.nd  to  fecure  an  Equivalent  to 
the  Proprietors,  in  cafe  they  fliould  afterwards  be 
taken  away  by  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament ;  a  Cafe 
that  was  eafy  to  be  forefeen,  becaufe  the  Inconveni- 
ence and  Evil  arifmg  from  thefe  Jurifdi6fions  had  been 
pointed  out  more  than  once  by  Parliament,  before  the 
Union,  and  becaufe,  till  this  has  been  done,  I  will 
venture  to  affirm,  the  Scheme  of  the  Union,  in  all 
the  beneficial  Purpofes  of  it,  will  not  be  fully  com- 
pleated.  In  the  very  Words  of  this  Article  a  Power 
of  making  this  Alteration  is  clearly  implyed.  The  he- 
retable  Jurifdi£lions  and  Superiorities  are  there  referved 
to  the  Owners  thereof  as  Rights  of  Property^  but  in  what 
Manner  ?  In  the  fame  Manner  as  they  ivere  then  en- 
joyed by  the  Laws  of  Scotland.  Now,  Sir,  by  the  Laws 
of  Scotland^  could  not  the  Scotch  Parliament,  before  the 
Union,  have  altered  this  Property^  as  well  as  all  oth^r 

Property^ 
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'Property,  upon  due  Compenfation  made  to  the  Own-  Anno  174^. 
crj,  for  the  Good  of  the  Public  ?  They  certainly  could  j 
and  therefore  they  are  declared  to  be  now  held  and  en- 
joyed fubjaSt  to  the  fame  Power  of  Alteration  by  Par- 
liament. If  the  Treaty  of  Union  had  eftablifhed  a 
Property  that  could  not  be  fubjed  to  the  Power  of  fuch 
Alteration,  upon  fuch  Grounds,  it  muft,  at  the  fame 
Time,  have  eftablifhed  aMaxim  fundamentally  contrary 
to  the  firft  Principle  of  all  civil  Society,  and  entirely 
deftru6tive  to  it ;  this  moft  prepofterous  Maxim,  that  the 
Good  of  the  Public  ought  to  give  TVay  to  private  Advantage  : 
but  fuch  an  Abfurdity  cannot  be  charged  upon  the  wife 
Legiflatures  of  England  and  Scotland.  Indeed,  Sir,  in 
no  State  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth,  ever  was  there  a 
Property,  or  ever  can  there  be  any,  which  may  not  oc- 
cafionally  be  altered  or  taken  away,  for  the  Good  of  the 
Whole,  if  proper  Amends  be  made  to  the  Proprietors. 
Even  the  Property  of  our  Kings  has  not  been  exempt 
from  this  general  Rule  of  Law ;  the  Wardfhip  of  thofe 
who  held  immediately  of  the  Crown  (that  is,  of  all  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry  of  England)  was  a  Property  fixed 
in  our  Kings,  even  from  the  firft  Settlem.ent  of  the  feudal 
Law  in  this  Kingdom.  It  was  an  hereditary  Right  of  the 
Crown;  and  yet,  forthe  Good  oftheWho]e,becaufe  it  was 
thought  to  be  hurtful  to  the  Public,  the  Parliament  took 
it  away,  granting  at  the  fame  Time  an  Equivalent  to 
the  Crown.  Did  any  Man  ever  fuppofe,  that  this  A6t 
was  an  Injuftice,  or  any  Breach  of  the  Compa^  betiueen 
the  Kitig  and  the  People  ;  a  Compaft  as  inviolable  as  the 
PaSia  Conventa  of  the  Union  itfelf :  Was  it  ever  con- 
fidered,  I  fay,  as  a  Y iolation  of //j^/,  or  as  any  Affront 
to  the  Royal  Dignity  ?  No,  it  was  never  fo  thought  of 
by  the  moft  zealous  Affertor  of  the  Rights  of  the  Crown. 
What  then  !  is  the  Property  of  the  Barons  of  Scotland 
pf  a  more  facred  Nature,  or  is  their  Honour  more  ten- 
der, than  that  of  the  King  ? 

Give  me  Leave  to  obferve  to  you,  that  this  ancient 
Right  of  Wardfhip  was  taken  away  in  the  firft  Year 
of  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  before  he  had 
made  any  ill  Ufe  of  thofe  Powers  ;  but,  as  the  Powers 
themfelves  were  judged  to  be  naturally  hurtful,  it  was 
not  confidered  in  whofe  Hands  they  were  lodged,  nor 
what  Ufe  was  made  of  them  at  that  particular  Time. 

D  4  The 
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Anno  1746.    The  Wifdom  of  Parliament  looked  to  Futurity,  anil 
.  ^  J  thought  it  expedient  to  buy  off  and  to  abrogate  this 

undoubted  hereditary  Right  of  the  Crown ;  not  from 
any  Complaint  of  a  prefent  Abufe  of  it,  but  becaufe 
in  former  Times  it  had  been  abufed,  and  might  be 
again. 

Sir,    it   is  faid   thefe  Jurifdic^ions  were  not  any 
Caufe  of  the  late  Rebellion  in  Scotland,  for  that  the 
Proprietors  of  them  were  all  firm  and  loyal  on  the  Side 
of  the  Government.  The  Fad,  I  believe,  may  be  con- 
troverted, but  I  will  not  difpute  it;  becaufe,  if  it  be  not 
univerfally  true,  it  is  certainly  true  v/ith  regard  to  the 
far  greater  Number  :  The  far  greater  Number  of  them 
was  firmly  and  zealoufly  attached  to  the  Government, 
and  I  think  they  deferve  the  higheft  Returns  of  Favour, 
Honour,   and  Gratitude,  from  their  King  and  their 
Country.     No  Man  can  deteft  more  than  I  do  the  falfe 
and  fcandalous  Libels,  breathed  from  the  malignant 
Spirit  of  Jacobitifm,  under  the  Mafk  of  Zeal  for  the 
Government,  which  have  imputed  to  them,  or  to  the 
Scotch  Nation  in  general,  any  Difloyalty  or  DifafFec- 
tion.     Certain  I  am,  that  nothing  can  be  further  from 
the  true  Meaning  and  Intent  of  this  Bill,  than  to  throw 
any  Blame  on  their  ConducSl:.     It  is  a  Bill  for  Preven- 
tion, not  of  Punifhment ;  a  Bill  of  general  Policy,  that 
does  not  aim  at  Particulars,  but  confiders  the  Whole; 
confiders  paft  Times,    and  future,    as  well  as  prefent. 
If  I  am  rightly   informed,    in   the  Year    1715,    all 
thefe  Jurifdidions  were  not  on  the  Side  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    The  Weight  of  many  of  them,  at  that  Time, 
was  felt  very  dangeroufly  on   the  Side  of  the  Rebel- 
lion.    I  admit  that  in  general  it  was  otherwife  now  j 
but  to   argue   from  thence   againft  the  Principle  of 
this  Bill,  would  be  to  reafon,  I  muft  fay,  upon  very 
fhort  Views.    If  there  are  in  the  Nature  of  thefe  Jurif- 
didions  any  Powers  inconfiftent  with  the  good  Order 
pf  Government,  or  with  that  true  and  found  Policy 
which  carries  the  Majefty  and  Juftice  of  the  Crown  into 
every  Part  of  the  State,  and  prefents  to  the  Eyes  of 
the  Su|>je<£t  no  other  Obje<a  for  his  Obedience,  no 
other  executive  Power,  no  other  Fountain  of  Juftice, 
except  the  King  ;  if  there  is  any  Thing  in  thefe  Re- 
gulitriciesj  Superiorities  and  Jurifdi<5lions,  or  in  the 

Authority 
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Authority  ufurped  and  exer.ifed  in  Imitation  of  thefe  A^««m«. 
by   he  Chiefs  of  the  Clans,  which  in  any  Degree  mter-  ^— V— 
pofes  itfelf  between  the  Crown  and  'he  People,  between 
the  Head  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Members ; 
however  the  Influence  of  fuch  irregular  Powers  may 
ha^e  been  ufed  on  a  late  Occaf.on,  there  :s  m  the  Pow- 
ers theinfelves  a  Root  of  Danger,  which  it  becomes  the 
Prudence  and  Forefight  of  a  wife  Legiilature  not  to 
^low  to  continue  any  longer.    Sir,  it  fhould  be  P'^^ked 
up,  not  with  a  rough  and  violent,  but  a  hrm  and 

deurmined  Hand.  Of  this  I  am  f-<='/''^^ '\!?, ^re 
for  the  Honour  of  Government  more  for  the  VV  elfare 
and  Safety  of  the  People,  to  fee  tttecls  in  their  Caufes, 
and  to  deftroy  the  Seeds  of  future  Commotions,  than  to 
wait  till  thev  come  to  that  fatal  Maturity,  which,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  it  renders  the  Ev^more  apparent, 
may  difable  the  Legiflature  from  efFea.ng  the  Cure. 

1  remember  a  fine  Panegyrick  made  by  Lord  Bacoa 
on  the  Laws  of  Henry  the  Seventn :  "  His  Laws,  fays 
tliis  wife  Hiftorian,  «  were  deep,  and  not  vulgar;  not 
«  made  upon  the  Spur  of  particular  Occafion  for  the 
»  prefent,  but  out  of  Providence  for  the  fuEu.e,  to 
«  make  the  Eftate  of  his  People  more  and  more  hap- 
»  PV  "  All  thefe  admirable  Words  may,  with  great 
Tuftice  and  Truth,  be  applied  totheBill  now  underyour 
Confideration.  It  was  the  Policy  of  King  Henry  the 
Seventh  to  break  the  Power  of  the  Barons,  and  to  deli- 
ver the  People  from  the  Yoke  of  that  Power  as  much  as 
he  tould;  and  to  the  confequential  EfFeas  or  that 
Policy,  rightly  purfued  by  fome  of  his  SuccefTors,  upcti 
the  Foundations  he  had  laid,  are  owing  tne^Com- 
merce,  the  Wealth,  and  the  Liberty,  which  the  Nation 
enjoys  at  this  Day.  ,    , 

Sir,  I  have  heard  in  this  Debate,  with  no  Iittls 
Surprize,  an  Imagination  thrown  out  by  lome  Oen- 
tlemen,  zealous  for  Liberty,  as  if  the  pufchafir.g  of 
thefe  Turifdiaions  and  Superiorities  out  of  the  Hands 
of  the  prefent  Poffeffors,  and  reftoring  them  to  the 
Crown,  would  be  very  detrimental  to  public  treeJom. 
I  have  read  a  good  deal  upon  the  Nature  of  govern- 
ment, and  from  the  Refult  of  that  Application,  1  be- 
lieve, I  may  venture  to  lay  it  down  as  a  Ma>:irri,  that 
in  every  Kingdom  where  great  Powers  (efpecially  _ot 
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Anno  1746.  Judicature)  are  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  particular  Sub- 
L  "y—  njt  je6i:s  independently  of  the  Crown,  it  is  for  the  Good 
of  the  People  that  they  Ihould  be  taken  out  of  thofe 
Hands  and  lodged  in  the  Crown.  The  Conteft,  in 
that  Cafe,  is  not,  as  thefe  Gentlemen  feem  to  appre-. 
hend,  between  the  Crown  on  one  Side,  and  the  Peo- 
ple on  the  other,  but  between  ihQ  Crown  and  the  Peo- 
ple united  together  in  one  common  Caufe,  againft  the 
Intereft  of  thofe  in  whom  Powers  of  that  Nature  are 
veiled^  which  is  an  Intereft  diftin6t  from  both,  and 
hurtful  to  both.  In  other  Words,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
not  a  Difpute  between  Liberty  and  Prerogative,  but  be- 
tween OppreiHon  and  Government.  This  is  fo  true, 
that  In  no  one  of  the  feveral  Gothic  Conftitutions  efta- 
bliihed  in  Europe,  did  ever  the  People  attain  to  any 
confiderable  Share  of  Wealth,  or  Freedom,  till  they 
had  been  emancipated  from  fuch  Jurifdidions,  and  till 
all  the  other  Powers  of  the  great  feudal  Lords,  thofe 
petty  Tyrants,  too  potent  for  Subjects,  too  weak  for 
Sovereigns,  ftrong  enough  to  opprefs,  but  unable  to 
proteft,  were  entirely  abforbed  in  the  more  beneficial 
and  falutary  Power  of  the  Crown. 

Indeed,  Sir,  in  every  limited  Monarchy,  (that  is, 
in  a  free  Government  which  has  a  King  at  the  Head 
of  it,)  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  when  ading  within  its 
due  Bounds,  properly  reftrained  and  confined  by  Law 
and  by  Parliament,  is  the  Authority  of  the  whole 
Commonwealth.  It  is  not  an  Intereft  fet  up  in  the 
King  againft  that  of  his  People  :  No,  the  Power  of 
the  Crown  is  only  a  Name  for  the  executive  Part  of 
the  Government :  It  is  the  Vigour  and  Energy  of  the 
whole  State,  which  acSts  for  the  Benefit  of  all  its  Mem- 
bers, though,  in  the  Language  of  the  Law,  the  Ex- 
ertion of  it  is  called  the  ACt  of  the  Crown.  This  is 
particularly  true  in  Matters  of  Judicature,  and  the 
Adminiftration  of  Juftice.  The  exercifing  of  thefe  is 
a  Power,  which  it  is  fo  much  the  Intereft  of  the  whole 
Commonwealth  to  place  in  the  Crown,  that  when  a 
King  divefts  himfelf  of  it,  he  fo  far  withdraws  the 
Protection  he  owes  to  his  Subjects,  and  loofens  the 
Bond  of  their  Fealty  and  Allegiance.  Will  you  not 
hear  my  Caufe ^  (faid  a  Suitor  for  Juftice  tp  Philip  of 
Macedon)  then  be  no  longer  my  Klng^  Philip  admitted  the 
2  Forces 
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don)  then  he  no  longer  my  King.  PhU'ip  admitted  the  Anno  1746. 
Force  of  his  Reafoning,  and  confirmed  him,  till  fubjed  i—  « 4*^  ,  9 
by  hearing  his  Caiife.  If  he  had  referred  him  to  a 
o-reat  Lord,  to  an  hereditary  Judge,  the  Man  would 
have  taken  that  Lord,  that  Judge,  for  his  King.  It  is 
in  the  difpenfmg  of  Juftice,  in  the  prote6ling  of  Right, 
and  redreifing  of  Wrongs,  that  the  Royal  Authority 
befl;  appears  to  the  Subjeci.  This  View  of  it  excites 
hisVeneration  and  Love,  but  Vv^hen  any  Part  of  the  Peo- 
ple do  not  fee  their  Sovereign  in  this  amiable  Charac- 
ter, they  are  too  apt  to  forget  him,  and  turn  their  Eyes 
and  Affedfions  another  Way  :  On  thefe  Principles  the 
Wifdom  of  our  Conftitution  has  made  all  Jurifdi^tion 
immediately  flow  from  the  Crown  ;  extend  that  Wif- 
dom to  Scotland^  let  none  be  exercifed  in  the  moft 
diftant  Corner  of  thefe  regal  Dominions,  where  in- 
furmountable  Difficulties  do  not  prevent  an  Alteration, 
otherwife  than  in  the  Name  of  the  King,  and  by  Vir- 
tue of  his  Commillion. 

'  This  is  an  eternal  Maxim  of  Policy ;  it  is  not  now 
taken  up  from  any  fudden  Heat  or  Refentment,  but 
upon  cool  and  mature  Deliberation ;  let  it  not  be  laid 
down,  becaufe  of  any  fudden  Heat  or  Refentment  ari- 
fmg  againft  it  without*a  reafonable  Caufe;  fuch  Re- 
fentment cannot  be  laiting.  Time  and  Experience  will 
certainly  overcome  it;  but  the  great  Benefits  that  will  be 
derived  from  this  Bill,  if  it  fliall  pafs  into  a  .Law,  the 
good  Influence  it  will  have  over  the  whole  Brit'ijh  State, 
will  laft,  I  hope,  to  the  lateft  Pofterity.  Can  there  be 
a  better  or  happier  Fruit  of  the  Union,  than  an  active 
Communication  of  the  o;enerous,  free,  and  noble  Plan 
of  the  Law  of  England^  in  the  room  of  thofe  fervile 
Penures,  and  barbarous  Cuftoms,  which,  in  Scotland^ 
deform  the  Syftern  of  Government,  and  by  the  EffecSls 
which  they  have  over  that  Part  of  the  People,  which 
being  leaft  civilized,  is  confequently  more  prone 
to  Diforder,  diilurb  the  Peace,  and  endanger  the 
Safety  of  the  whole  Conftitution  ?  When  this  is  ac- 
complifhed,  when  thefe  Thorns  are  once  rooted  up, 
the  Way  will  be  open  to  many  other  Improvements, 
to  the  Introduction  of  Arts,  of  Manufactures,  of  In- 
duftry,  of  all  the  Virtues  and  Sweets  of  civil  Life,  in 
^he  v/ildeft  Parts  of  that  Country  j  but  all  thefe  Blef- 
.  fings 
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Anno  1746.  fings  muft  be  the  Gifts  of  good  Government.  Before 
you  can  hope  to  make  thofe  People  good  Subje6ls5  or 
in  any  Manner  ufeful,  you  muft  iirft  fhew  them  more 
evidently,  v^hofe  Subjefts  they  are.  Before  they  can  be 
mended  by  the  Infl:ru6lions  of  Government,  they  muft 
be  protecSbed  by  its  Pov^^er,  and  relieved  by  its  Care, 
Authority  and  Juftlce  muft  take  the  Lead  in  this  great 
Work  of  Reformation  :  Difcipline,  Peace,  and  Civi^ 
lity,  will  follow  after. 

'  I  hope  it  will  not  be  necelTary  to  fay  any  Thing 
more,  in  order  to  fhew  v/hat  this  Bill  is  not^  that  it 
is  not  a  Breach  of  the  Union,  that  it  is  not  an  Infli(3:ion 
of  Penalties  on  the  Innocent  and  Well-deferving  ;  but 
allow  me  only  to  fum  up,  in  a  very  few  Words,  what 
I  conceive  that  it  is.  It  is  a  Bill  to  fecure  and  perfect: 
the  Union,  to  carry  off  the  King  into  every  Part  of 
the  united  Kingdom,  and,  together  with  that  Royal 
Juftice,  a  more  fettled  Peace,  a  more  regular  Order,  a 
furer  Proteilion,  a  clofer  and  ftronger  Bond  of  Alle- 
giance ;  to  put  an  End  to  all  thofe  Dependencies  that 
combine  Men  together  as  Subjects  of  the  fame  King, 
or  Fellovz-Citizens  of  the  fame  State,  but  as  Followers 
of  particular  Lords,  and  which  create  an  Awe  and  an 
Influence  alike  incompatable  \Yith  Liberty  or  with  Go- 
vernment. This  will  be  done  by  this  Bill,  and  when  you 
do  this,  you  do  at  the  fame  Tim.e,  by  a  neceffary  Con- 
fequence,  ftrengthen  the  whole  Conftitution,  ftrength- 
en  the  Crown  on  his  Majefty's  Head,  ftrengthen  the 
Eftabliftiment  in  his  Royal  Family,  and  make  the  Caufc 
of  the  Pretender  more  defperate ;  for  this  is  moft  cer- 
tain, that  all  Irregularities  and  Diforders  in  the  State^ 
all  Divifions  from  the  Rule  of  true  Policy,  and  from  the 
true  Genius  of  the  Englijh  Conftitution,  naturally  tend 
to  a  Change  of  Government,  and  will,  fooner  or  later, 
if  they  are  not  prevented  by  a  wife  and  timely  Precau- 
tion, produce  or  afTift  fiich  a  Change.  Thefe  are  the 
Objects  of  a  Bill  againft  which  fuch  unfortunate  and 
unreafonable  Prejudices  have  been  conceived.  I  can- 
not better  comm.end  the  Policy  of  it,  than  in  fome  Words 
of  a  great  Lawyer,  and  a  great  Statefman. 

'  Sir  John  Davis,  in  his  Book  upon  the  State  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland,  an  excellent  Work  which  has 
been  lately  re-piinted—'The  Words  afe  thefe,  "  There 

*«  can 
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*«  can  never  be  Concord  or  Unity  in  any  one  King-    Anno  174^. 
«^  dom,  but  where  there  is  but  one  King,  and  one  Al- 
**  ledance." 

o 

The  Queftion  was  afterwards  put,  and  the  Bill  paf- 
fed  by  a  Majority  of  137  againfl:  53. 

A  Ya^t  of  the  Nobility^  Gentry y  Szc.  whofe  Claims  were 
fujiained  by  the  Lords  of  SeJJion  in  Scotland,  tuith  the 
Sums  tuhich  their  -Lordjhips  declared  might,  in  their 
Opinion  J  he  given  for  them. 


/. 

s. 

d. 

TTV  U  K  E  of  Hamilton 
JL^  Duke  of  Bucdeiigh 

3000 

0 

0 

3400 

0 

0 

Duke  of  Gordon           _           _           - 

5282 

19 

6 

Duchefs  of  Gordon          -         -         - 

25 

9 

10 

Duke  of  ^ieenfberry         -         -         - 

6621 

8 

5 

Duke  of  Argyll           -           -         - 

21000 

0 

I 

Duke  of  Douglas          -         -          - 

5104 

5 

0 

Duke  of  Athole          -           -          - 

4023 

18 

0 

Duke  of  Montr ofe          _          _         _ 

5578 

18 

4 

Duke  of  Roxburgh          -         -         - 

2100 

0 

0 

Marquifs  of  Tweedale         ^         -         _ 

2672 

7 

0 

Marquifs  of  Annandale 

3000- 

0 

0 

Countefs-Dowager  of  Hoptowi 

5C00 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Crawford's,  Truftees 

3000 

0 

0 

Countefs  of  Erral          -        ,  - 

1200 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Sutherland          -         -         - 

1000 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Rothes         -          -          -          - 

6268 

16 

0 

Earl  of  Morton           -           _           _ 

7240 

2 

0 

Earl  of  Eglintoun         -           -          _ 

7S00 

0 

0 

£arl  of  Cafjilis         -    _      - 

1800 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Moray           -           -           -     , 

4200 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Strathmore          -          -         - 

600 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Galloway           _           _           _ 

321 

9 

0 

Earl  of  Lauderdale 

1000 

0, 

0 

Earl  of  Kinnoul           -            -            - 

800 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Loudon         _         -         -         - 

2675 

5 

9 

Earl  of  Dumfries          _          _          - 

2400 

0 

0 

Earl  of  Finlater           -           _           ^ 

1084 

19 

4 

Earl  of  Braidalban 

1000 

0 

8 

Earl  of  March           -            -           - 

3418 

4 

5 

Earl  of  Marchmont         -         -          - 

300 

0 

0 

Eail 
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Earl  of  Bta'ir  -  -  -    .    -         450 

Earl  of  Bute  -  -  -  -  2186 
Earl  of  Hoptoun  -  -  -         45 6B 

Lord  Salton  -  -  -  -  52 

Lord  Trophicbeff  -  -  -  134 

Lord  Blaittire  -         -         -         -         200 

Lady  Ifabella  Scat  -         -  ^  1200 

Lord  Dalmeny  -  -  -         -  loi 

Sir  Jndrezu  Agnew          -         -         -  4000 

Sir  John  Anjlruther  -  -  -  282 

William  Lord  Bracco  -         -         -  82 

Antonia  Barclay  -  -  -  «  215 
Sir  'John  Bruce  -  _  -  ».  243 
C,  Bruce  J   Efq;  his  eldefi:  Son  -  2000 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell          -  -    .      -  83 

jfohn  Campbell^  Efq;  -         -         _  2000 

David  Carmichael  -  -  «  -  187 
Robert  Cohil^  Efq;  -  -  -  633 

Archibald  Douglas^  Efq;  -  -  1,666 

Dr.  Robert  Drummond  -  -  400 

David  Er/kine^  Efq;  -         -  -         500 

Sir  Arthur  Forbes  -  -  -  400 

Sir  Ludovick  Grant  -  ^  -  900 
Mr.  y.  Hamilton^  Advocate  -  -  500 
Patrick  Hepburn^  Writer  in  Edinburgh  -  57 
John  Hay^  Efq;  -  -  -  800 

Ileriofs  Hofpital  in  Edinburgh  -  -  486 
Sir  James  Lockart  -  "  ~  65 

Roderick  M^Leod  -  -  -  191 1 

William  Maxwell^  Efq;  -  -  523 

John  Murray^  jun.  Efq;  -         -  4000 

John  Ogilvie^  Efq;  -  -  -  2800 

George  Sinclair^  Efq;  -  -^         -       3189 

David  Smith,  Efq;  -  -  -  3  ^o 

Willia?n  Urquhart,  Efq;  -  -  50 

T,  Bi[fet,  Clerk  of  the  Regality  of  Athole  400 
W.  Black,  CI.  of  the  Reg.  of  Dimifermline  500 
Gilbert  Clark,  CI.  of  the  Reg.  ol  Brughton  120 
J,  Halkerflon,  CI.  of  the  Reg.  of  Culrofs  -  66 
Claud  Hamilton,  CI.  of  the  Bailliary  oWarrick  200 
G.  Johnfon,  CI.  of  the  Stewartry  of  Fife  loO 
Ja.  Mafjlmly  CK  of  the  Bail,  of  Cuninghame  4,00 


0 
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9 
16 

3 
I 

18 
12 

4 
6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

7 
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0 

15 

3 

2 

I 

0 

0 

13 

8 

0 

0 

16 

4 

0 

0 

II 

II 

6 

8 

13 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

5 

0 

0 

19 

8 

19 

0 

9 
6 

4 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Peter  Oglhle^  CI.  of  the  Reg.  of  Coiipar    -  50 
y.  and  Ja.  Smithy  CI.  of  the  R.  oi  Aherhrothock  13 
Total  152,237/.  15 i.  4^.  Sterling. 
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^  List  o/*  /^^  Claimants,  in  purfuance  of  the  A£l 
for  abolishing  the  Heretable  Jurifdi6tions  in  Scotland, 
with  the  Values  demanded  by  each  CLAIMANT,  as  given 
in  to  the  Court  of  SeJJion  there^ 


Heretable  Sheriffs,  ^c. 


Duke  of  Argyle  250CO 
Earl  of  Home  8000 

Douglas  of  Deanhrae  1 OOOO 
Murray  ^'yxn.  of  Phi- 

liphaugh  8000 

Earl  of  March  55CO 

E)uke  of  Hamilton  38000 
Duke  <:){  ^eenfberry  14500 
Sir  Andrew  Agnew  7 000 
Tivk.^  oi  Montrofe  15000 
Earl  of  Bute  8600 

Earl  of  Eglinton  12000 
Earl  of  Hopeton  7000 

D uke  of  Gordon  i^ipc^ 
Carnphell  of  Calder  ■  4000 
MacLeodoiCatboll 

asAdjudgerfrom 

the  late  Earl  of 

Cromartie  ;    and 

G.  Mackenzie,  2d 

S  on  to  Cromartie  1 2  0  0  O 
Earl  of  Rothes  1 0000 

Charles  Bruce^  Efq;  2000 
Ld.  and  Lady  Gray  2500 
E  arl  of  Sutherland  i  o 8  00 
Sinclair  of  UlbJIer^ 

and  E.  ofCaith" 

nefs  9000 


Earl  of  Murray 

Earl  of  Morton  ' 
Earl  of  Dumfries 
Urquhart  of   Mel- 
drum  * 


14000 
18500 

7000 

1200 


Heretable  S  tewards, 
^c. 

Co\inteCso£  Hopeton     5000 

Marq .  of  Annandale  1 1  ooa 

Mac  Intojh  of  Mac 

Iniojh  5000 

Jc?.  Veitch,  Advo- 
cate, a  Creditor 
Adjudger  from 
fames  Drummond 
of  Perth  8463 

Heretable  LoPvDS  (j/* 
Regality,  Scc, 

Ea.r\  of  Loz^don  f  iiooo 
Duke  of  Athol  %       1 743  3t 

Duke  of  Douglas  34000 

Vifcount  Stor7no?it  2000 
D.  of  Buccleugh  and 

Earl  of  Dalkeith 

his  Son  17000 


♦  Deputy -Sher'iff  ever  his  Bsroriy  of  Cromartie.  f  Jlfo  Sheriff 

for  Life  of  the  Shire  of  Ayr.  %  AlfojSberiff for  Life  0/  the  Shire  of 

Perth, 

Earl 
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Anno  1746.    Earl    of    Findlciter 

Lady  Ifabella  Scot 

5000' 

L, 

1     1,          f            dtlfi    ^onripl /J 

5500 
1400 

Cnh)il  of  Orhilfrpp 

T  r/^/^ 

^^^^^*^            £11  lU.   OCUjloLCl- 

Lord  5r<7<:^ 

Earl  of  Stair 

3200 

^r(7izV  of  Lethem 

4000 

Earl  of  Galloivay 

5000 

Earl  of  Lauderdale 

8000 

David  Carmichaely 

Lord  Dalmeny 

2000 

fen,  and  jun. 

500 

Earl  of  Dundonald 

5000 

Maj.  Ja.  Dalrymple 

1000 

Earl  Kimtouly    and 

Lord  Forbes 

500 

Vifcount  Duplin 

3000 

Ogilvy  of  Airly 

5000 

Countefs  of  jE'rr<?/ 

5000 

Dr.  Robt.  Drummond 

1000 

Countefs  olEgllnton 

1000 

Gordon  of  Ellon 

2000 

Earl  of  Marchmont 

1500 

Antonia  Barclay  and 

Lord  iS^//^;2 

1500 

Hen.  Barclay  her 

Lord  Torphlchen 

2000 

Hufband 

1500 

.     Maxwell  oiNithfdale 

6600 

Hay  of  Law  field 

150a 

Sir  J^Z';^  j5m<:^ 

2000 

Kinbch   of  Gilmer^ 

Sir  Ludovtck  Grant 

5000 

touny  &c. 

4000 

Campbell  oiShawfield 

500 

Sir  James  Sharp 

100 

Sir  Arthur  Forbes 

4000 

Watfon  of  Snuchton 

600 

Gordon  of  i^z'zV 

1000 

Marq.  of  Lothian 

1000 

Mr.  y<?/>;z  Hamilton^ 

Wm,  Wallace,  Ad- 

Advocate 

3000 

vocate 

500 

Magiflrates   of  £- 

Wright  of  Lattony 

dinburghy   Truf- 

and  Stnith  of  Bal- 

tees  for  Heriofs 

hary  * 

300 

Hofpital 

5000 

Baillie   of    Obrla- 

5mzV/>  of  Methven 

1700 

chan  t 

1 66  J 

Siryolm  Cunningham 

2000 

Pi?/^r  HepburUy    as 
Adjudger     from 
Sir  y<5/5;2  Gordony 

Meretable  Bailies 

of  Regality y  &c. 

of  Invergordon 

2000 

Earl  of  C^^/AV 

1 3 100 

Lieut.  Gen.    John 

Earl  of  Breadalbane 

Ca77)pbell 

1000 

and  Ld .  Glenorchy 

6000 

Campbell  oiBlythef- 

Sir  Robert  Menzies 

1200 

wood 

500 

Sir  y<2/;;2  Anftruther 

500 

Corie  of  Keltorihill 

100 

Geo.  Ochterlony^  &c. 

1000 

Duchefs- Dowager  of 

Duke  of  Roxburgh 

4.000 

Gordon 

500 

Marq.  of  Tweedale 

8000 

Halliburton  of  New- 

Earl  of  5^/>^/r/& 

3500 

mains  and  his  Son 

I      200 

*  Bailies  for  Life,  by  CommiJJlon  from  John  Ogilvy  of  Airly, 
•j-  Bailie  fir  Life,  by  Commijjion  from  the  late  Lord  Lovat. 


Haw-^ 


%. 
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ffatvthorn  of  Ca/Ile- 

Bimiing  of  Wallvford 

300 

wig 

1000 

Campbell  of  Succoth 

600 

Sir  Thomas  Hay 

150 

Sir  Duncan  Campbell 

1500 

Earlof  Kintore 

1200 

Chartres  of  Aimsfield 

1000 

Mae^  Lean  of  Loch- 

^irRobt.  Dickfon^2ir\A 

bttie 

500 

TVilliamStewart  of 

MacDonald  oi  Lar- 

Car  berry,  Efq; 

500 

gie 

500 

Dickfon  of  Kelbucho 

1000 

"James  Stewart^  fen. 

Douglas  of  Earington 

300 

and  jun. 

200 

Hay  of  Mordington 

150 

TFilfon  of  Kelton 

200 

Robert  Dufibar,  &c. 

Catnpbell  of  Gknhon 

200 

Adjudgers     from 

Ahercroinhie  of    27/- 

Dunbar  of  Grange- 

liebody 

500 

hill 

500 

^xxJa.CampbelUhz. 

3000 

Falconer  of  Monhtoun 

300 

Campbell  0^  Storlefield 
Campbellof  Knockbuie 

2000 

Gillon  of  mdlhoufe 

300 

1000 

Goldie.,  Writer  to  the 

Capt.  Dune.  Ca?npbeli 

500 

Signet 

315 

Campbell  of  Innelan 

500 

Graham  of  Airth 

1000 

CampbellofDuntroon 

500 

Hunter.,    Writer   in 

Campbell  of  Jura 

500 

Edinburgh 

150 

Campbell  of  Dunjlaf- 

Co\.mi.  Mac  Donald 

2000~ 

nage 

500 

Mac  Millan,  Writer 

John  Mac  Leod^  kc 

to  the  Signet 

100 

Creditors  ofCamp- 

Mary  an^^IVillielma 

hell  of  Auch'inhreck 

2500 

Maxwell 

800 

Mac  Neil  of  Taynijlo 

500 

Riddle  of  Newhotife 

700 

Mac  Neil  of  Colinfay 

1200 

Stewart  of  Northftde 

200 

Earl  of  Galloway 

1000 

'^lY  Archibald  Stewart 

20a 

Fea  of  Clajlron 

500 

Toull  of  Darliefh 

200 

Graham  of  Graham- 

Wauchop  of  Edmon- 

Jhall 

1000 

Jion 

1000 

Graham  of  Brecknefs 

1500 

Lockhart.ofCarnwatJr 

iOOO 

Honeyman  ofGrcemfay 

2500 

Trail  of  TVoodwick 

500 

Her et able  Consta- 

Sir James  Lockhart 

1000 

bles,  ^c. 

Riddel  of  Glenriddel 

500 

Earl  of  Strathmore 

2500 

LovdR^e 

500 

Perfpns    having    the 
Privilege  of  Re- 

Erjklne of  Dun 

2000 

gality. 

Clerks  fir  Life, 

l^irnie  of  Browihill 

400 

nomas  Bijet 

500 

^OL.  III. 

E                            mi  Ham 

Anno  1746 


Anno  1746.   William  Black 

ya.  and  Hugo  Camp- 
bell  . 
Gilbert  Clark 

?tihn  Colquhoun 
ohn  Haikerjlon 
Claud  Hamilton 
George  'Johnjion 
William  Mac  Ewan 


f    so 
I- 

1200 

1200 
300 

1200 
500 
800 
400 
300 


1 


Hugh  Mac  Donald  , 
Alexander  Monro 
James  Marjhal 
Peter  Ggilvie 
yohn  and  James  Smith 
"James  Stewart 


I 

-  700 
i66| 

I2CO 
280 
300 

300 


Total  583,090/.  16  s.  Sd. 


On  the  28th  of  May,  1747,  a  Motion  was  made 
for  reading  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  for  en- 
quiring into  the  Caufe  of  theMifcarriage  of  hisMajefty's 
Fleet  in  1741,  he2Lr  Toulon,  and  which  being  read  ac- . 
cbrdingly,  Mr.  Carew  rofe  up,  and  after  defcanting  a 
little  upon  the  Mifcondu6l  of  feveral  Commanders  in 
that  A6i:ion,  and  mentioning  the  Merit  and  Bravery  of 
Capt.  Cormvall,  and  how  happy  it  would  have  been  for 
the  Nation,  if  his  heroic  Example  had  been,  followed, 
---moved.  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  moft  humbly  to  defire,  that  a  Monument  be 
ere&ed  in  Wejlminjier- Abbey  to  the  Memory  of  Capt. 
James  CorJiwall,  late  Commander  of  his  Majefty's  Ship 
the  Marlborough^  who  was  flain  while  he  bravely  de-- 
fended  the  faid  Ship  ;  and  to  affure  his  Majefty  this 
Houfe  will  make  good  the  Expence. 

This  Motibn  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Lyttelton,  and  fup- 
ported  by  General  Oglethorp,  who  both  fpoke  highly  in 
Praife  of  the  faid  Captain  :  Which  gave  occafion  to 
the  following  hahdfome  Return,  by  Felt'ers  Cornwall^ 
Efqj 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
VeltersCbrn*        '  In  my  Situation,  I  am  at  a  Lofs  how  to  condudl 
wall,  Efqj        myfelfi  — 

— Tacuijfe  nocet^  meet  ejje  locuiumi 

'  I  am  under  great  Difficulties  to  fpeak,  and  I  fhould 
be  under  greater  to  be  filent,  efpecially  after  what  has 
fallen  from  a  very  honourable  Triumvirate  concerning 


an  unfortunate  Relation  of  mine,  who, 


could  he  be 
brought 
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Wought  to  Life  again,  would,  I  am  fure,  think  the    Anno  1746. 

l)are  Mention  of  his  Name  with  Approbation  in  this  ' 

Houfe,  a  fufficient  Reward  for  his  beil  Services  to  his 

King  and  Country.     It  may  be  decent,  perhaps,  for 

me  to  think  fo  too,  but  m.ay  I  not  with  equal  Decency 

fubmit  to  their  better  Judgments,  avowing  at  the  fame 

Time  the  Eloquence  of  iriy  worthy  Friends  to  be  fuch, 

that  their  Eulogies  alone  would  be   the  mxoft  laftina: 

Monument  they  could  bellow  ?  For,  Sir,  if  they  will 

fuffer  me,  I  Vv'ili  give  you  my  own  Opinion  of  each  of 

thefe  Gentlemen. 

'  I  verily  believe.  Sir,  that  the  firfi  of  them  will  be 
delivered  down  to  Pofterity,  as  one  of  the  m.oft  able  and 
difinterefted  Patriots,  and,  next  to  the  Chair,  the  moft 
ufeful  Parliament-man  that  ever  fat  within  thefe  Walls. 
The  fecond  is  juftly  allov/ed  to  be  the  greateft  Orator 
of  the  prefent  Age  ;  and,  what  is  almoft  a  Peculiar  in 
him,  he  is  good  as  well  as  great.  The  Num^bers  that 
have  been  recommended  to  the  King,  in  his  high  Sta- 
tion in  the  Treafury,  or  any  of  the  great  Offices,  thus 
qualinedj  let  others  tell.  I  fhould  ftop  ;— But  I  can- 
not till  I  have  attempted  to  do  Juftice  to  m.y  deferving 
School-fellow,  who  thirded  this  Motion ;  and  if  my 
poor  Brother  was  as  brave  as  he  has  painted  him,  whilft 
he,  lives,  Sir,  there's  as  brave  a  Man  left  behind  him.; 
and  I  well  knew  that  his  Character  would  emerge  v/ith 
the  greatefl-  Luftre  from  the  Trial  to  which  it  was  lately 
put  by  thofe  lov/  military  Minions  of  Fortune,  who  had 
no  Way  of  raifmg  their  own  Fame,  but  by  trying  to  tear 
fome  of  the  Feathers  out  of  his  Pinions.  But  I  will 
conclude.  Sir,  v/ith  returning  them  all  my  infigniii^ 
cant  Tribute  of  Thanks,  and  a  Promlfe  ever  to  retain 
the  Senfe  I  now  have  of  their  generous  Sentiments, 
humbly  fubmiitting  their  Motion  to  the  Will  and  Plea- 
fure  of  the  Houfe.' 

The  Motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Refolution  paf- 
fed  nemlne  contradlcente. 

At  the  Beginning  of  'June^    ^747?  Several  Councils 

were  held  at  ^t,  Ja7ncs's^  with  Regard  to  the  State  of 

Affairs   Abroad,  particularly  thofe  In  Hclland^  where 

the  Party  of  the  Prince  of  Qrar.ge  had  now  a  great 
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Anno  174S.  ACcendencj^  and  every  thing  feemed  to  co-Opetate  to- 
wards a  ftrift  and  hearty  Union  between  the  States- 
General  and  Great-Britain^  provided  the  S'tates  could 
have  been  affured  of  her  fteady  Perfeverance  in  the 
fame  Syftem  of  Councils,  which  it  was  pretended  they, 
could  not  j  if  the  Parliament  continued  to  fit.  As  the 
Government  of  England  had  now  efie6ted  fo  thorough 
a  Comprehenfion  of  all  Parties,  both  without  and 
within  Doors,  they  determined,  by  one  bold  Stroke, 
to  remove  this  Obje£tion,  and  to  advife  his  Majejfty 
immediately  to  diflblve  the  Parliament,  and  to  ele6t  a 
new  one.  And  accordingly,  on  the  lythof  y««^,  his 
Majefty  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  put  an  End 
to  the  Seflion  with  the  following  Speech. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  "^^TO  THING  could  have  been  more  accepts- 
**  XN  ^1^  ^o  "^^)  than  the  Zeal  and  Difpatch  with 
*<  which  you  have  gone  through  the  Public  Bufmefs 
«  during  the  Courfe  of  this  Seffion.  The  Care  and- 
*'  Attention  you  have  fhewn  to  extinguiih  any  Re- 
''  mains  of  the  late  Rebellion,  and  to  ftrengthen  the 
*^  Foundations  of  our  future  Tranquillity  by  new 
**  Provifions,  as  well  for  reftoring  the  proper  Autho« 
*'  rity  of  the  Government  in  North-Britain^  as  for 
*'  better,  fecuring  the  Liberties  of  the  People  there, 
*«  cannot  fail  to  have  the  moft  beneficial  Gonfequences. 
'^  The  great  Efforts  you  have  made  for  carrying  oa 
*'  the  War,  in  a  vigorous  Manner,  have  fhewn  you- 
"  not  to  be  lefs  attentive  to  our  Foreign  than  to  our 
«<  Domeftic  Interefts.  They  have  given  Spirit  to  my 
**  Allies,  and  enabled  me,  in  Conjunction  with  them, 
''  to  bring  a  numerous  and  powerful  Army  early  into 
*'  the  Field ;  and  to  maintain  flrrong  Squadrons  at  Sea,- 
*«  for  the  Protection  and  Defence  of  our  Trade  and 
*'  Poffeffions,  the  Annoyance  of  our  Enemies,  and 
"  for  fupporting  and  enforcing  the  Operations  of  my 
**  Allies  in  Italy,  The  Invafion  made  by  France  upon 
*'  the  Territories  of  the  States-General  of  the  United 
*^  Provinces,  has  had  a  different  EfFedl  from  what 
*'  our  Enemies  promifed  themfelves  from  it.  The 
^  voluntary  and  fpeedy  Succour  which  I  fent  on 
*'  that    Occafion,    was   received    with    the    utmoft 
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<«  Joy,  and  has  been  of  great  Ufa ;  and  the  States   Anno  1746. 

*'  have  thereupon,  not  only  refolved  on  a  great  Aug- 

*'  mentation    of    their    Forces,    which    is    actually 

<«  making,  but  have  taken  fuch  Steps,  as  muft  con- 

*'  vince  our  Enemies,  how  determined  they  are  vigo- 

*'  roufly  to  fupport  their  own  Independency,  and  the 

"  Interefts  of  the  Common  Caufe.    I  have  the  peculiar 

«'  Satisfa6i:ion  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Union  between 

*'  Great-Britain  and  the  Republic,    fo   necefiary  for 

**  both  Nations,  was  never  more  cordial,  or  better 

*'  eftablifhed,  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

''  The  fignal  Succefs  which,  by  the  Blefling  of 
^'  God,  has  already  attended  my  Fleet,  has  happily 
''  difappointed  fome  very  pernicious  Projects  of  our 
*'  Enemies,  and  given  a  confiderable  Blow  to  their 
<'  Naval  Strength,  as  well  as  to  their  Commerce  ; 
*'  which  will  be  the  moft  probable  Means  of  reducing 
*'  them  to  Reafon.  This  is  the  great  Obje6t  which  I 
*'  have  at  Heart ;  the  fole  View  of  all  my  Meafures 
"  being  to  put  an  End  to  the  Calamities  of  War,  by 
*'  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace," 

*^  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
*'  I  muft  acknowledge  in  a  particular  Manner  the 
*'  Zeal  and  Application  with  which  you  have  raifed 
*'  the  neceftary  Supplies  for  the  Service  of  the  current 
*'  Year ;  and  your  Readinefs  in  making  good  the  De- 
*'  ficiency  of  the  Civil  Lift  Funds,  arifmg  from  the 
*'  unavoidable  Confequences  of  War,  is  a  freih  In- 
*'  ftance  of  that  Regard  and  AfFe£lion  which  I  have 
*^  always  experienced  from  you.  To  be  able  to  effec- 
*^  tuate  all  this  immediately  after  the  Suppreffing  of  an 
*'  unnatural  Rebellion,  and  under  the  Burden  of  War, 
*'  muft  fet  the  Strength  and  Credit  of  the  Nation  in 
**  the  higheft  Light;  and  fecure  to  the  Crown  of 
**  Great-Britain  that  Weight  and  Refpeil,  both  with 
^*  its  Friends  and  Enemies,  which  juftly  belong  to  it.*' 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

^'  After  the  Examples  of  Juftice,  which  have  been 

*'  found  necefiary,  I  have  with  Pleafure  taken  the  very 

'«  firft  Opportunity  of  doing  v/hat  is  more  agreeable 

^^  to  my  own  Inclination,  the  PalHng  an  Ad  of  Grace. 
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Anno  174^.  ^«  The  good  EffcSi  I  promife  myfelf  from  hence  is^  to 
heal  in  feme  Meafure  thofe  Wounds  which  have  been 
made,  and  re-eftabiifh  the  Qiiiet  of  the  Kingdom ; 
''  fmce  by  this  A6i-  the  Generality  of  thofe  who  have 
"  been  deluded  from  their  Duty,  will  fnid  themfelves 
"  reftored  to  Security,  and  to  the  Prote6tion  of  thofe 
*'  Laws,  which  they  had  endeavoured  to  fubvert.  A 
"  juft  Senfe  of  this  early  Mercy  will,  I  hope,  induce 
*'  them  to  make  fuch  Returns  of  Loyalty  and  Gratit, 
*•  tude,  as  fo  ftrong  an  Obligation  requires. 

"  As  this  Parliament  would  neceiiarily  determine  Ir| 
*'  a  ftiort  Time,  and  as  nothing  will  give  fo  much 
**'  Weight  and  Credit  to  our  Affairs  Abroad  in  the 
*'  prefent  Conjun^lure,  as  to  fhew  the  Dependence  I 
*'  have  upon  the  AfFe£iions  of  my  People  ;  I  have 
^'  judged  it  expedient  fpeedily  to  call  a  new  Parliament. 
^'  But  I  ihould  think  myfelf  inexcufable  if  I  parted  with 
^'  this,  v/ithout  publickly  returning  you  my  Thanks 
*'  for  the  many  eminent  Inftances  you  have  given 
^^  me  of  your  inviolable  Fidelity,  and  Attachment  to 
*'  mxy  Perfon  and  Government,  and  your  unfliaken 
"  Adherence  to  the  true  Intereft  of  your  Country, 
*'  and  the  Proteftant  Succeilion  in  my  Family.  By  the 
*'  Divine  Bleiling,  and  your  vigorous  Aliiftance,  I 
**  have  been  enabled  to  crufh  and  defeat  the  mofl  aur 
*'  dacious  Attempt  that  has  ever  been  made  to  over- 
**  turn  the  prefent  Eftablifhment ;  and  at  the  fame 
♦'  Time  to  furnifh  that  Support  to  our  ancient  and 
*'  natural  Allies,  which  has  already  difappointed  fome 
^'  of  the  moft  dangerous  Views  of  Ambition,  with 
"  w^hich  our  Enemies  began  the  War.  Such  extra- 
^'  ordinary  Merit,  asltv/ill  always  be  gratefully  re- 
^'  meifibred  by  me,  mufl:  endear  the  Memory  of  this 
''  Parliament  to  Pofterity.  From  fuch  Demonftrati- 
^'  ons  of  the  Loyalty  and  Affection  of  my  faithful 
'*  SiibjeclL,  I  do  with  the  utmofl  Satisfadiion  repolb 
*'  myfelf  upon  them  ;  and  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt 
"  of  receiving  new  Proofs  of  the  fame  good  Difpofi- 
"  tion,  in  the  Choice  of  their  Reprefentatives. 

''  I  have  nothmg  fo  much  at  Heart,  as  the  Prefcr- 
'^  vation  of  the  Civil  and  Religious  Rights  of  my 
*'  People,  and  the  Maintenance  of  the  true  Greatnefs 
^■^  and  Profperity  of  this  Nation.     From  thefe  Princi- 

«  pies 


1 


[    55    ]  , 

"  pies  I  will  never  deviate,  and  In  thefe  Principles  Anno  174^, 
''  every  true  B?'ito7z  will  concur.  Let  this  appear  by  <,.  _,^^.^,  ^9 
.  "  your  Conduct  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture;  and  let 
*'  no  falfe  Arts  or  Mifreprefentations  take  Place  to  in- 
*'  terrupt,  or  weaken  that  Confidence  and  Flarmony 
*'  between  me  and  my  People,  v/hich  have  been,  and 
*'  ever  will  be,  productive  of  fuch  happy  Effects. " 

After  which,  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the 
Parliament,  and  the  next  Day  it  was  difiblved. 

A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  palTed  during  this 
Seffion. 

AN  A6t,  For  fufpending  the  Aci   of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus. 

An  Aft,  For  repealing  the  feveral  Rates  and  Duties 
upon  Houfes^  Windows  a'nd  Lights  ;  and  for  granting  to 
his  Majejiy  other  Rates  and  Duties  upon  Houfes^  Win- 
dows^ or  Lights  ;  and  for  raifmg  the  Sum  o/'  4,4.00,000 1. 
by  Annuities  to  be  charged  on  the  faid  Rates  or  Duties. 

[By  this  A61,  every  Dwelling-Houfe  having  10,  11, 
12,  13  or  14  Lights  or  Windows,  paid  the  yearly  Sum 
^of  bd.  each  3  15,  16,  17,  18  or  19  Windows,  9^3?. 
^ach;  and  20  Windows  and  upwards,  i  s.  each  ;  quar- 
terly by  the  Tenants.  The  faid  Rates  were  paid  over 
and  above  the  Duty  of  2^.  upon  Houfes.  The  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Land-Tax  were  the  Commiiiioners 
for  putting  this  Act  in  Execution.  Any  Defraud  in 
Houfes  being  undercharged,  the  Perfons,  kf}c.  to  pay 
double  Rates.  Surveyors  making  wrong  Charges, 
forfeit  100 /.  Commiiiioners  to  determine  Appeals, 
which  are  to  be  final.  No  Houfes  exempted  unlefs 
under  ten  W^indows,  or  from  the  Poverty  of  the  Oc- 
cupier. Every  Edifice  in  the  Inns  of  Court  charged 
as  diflindt  Houfes.  Joifts  between  Lights  or  Win- 
<lows,  twelve  Inches  broad,  make  them  two  Win- 
dows, ^c.  and  charged  accordingly.] 

An  A6t,  To  conti7iue^  explain  and  amende  an  ASi  made 
in  the  laji  SeJJion  of  Parliament^  entitled^  An  A6t  to  en- 
able his  Majefty  to  make  Rules,  Orders  and  Regula- 
tions, more  effe£tually  to  prevent  the  Spreading  of  the 
piilemper  now  raging  amongft  the  Horned  C^ttls. 

E  4  Ai| 
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Anno  1746.       A^i  .A(^,  For  continuing  the  Duiie.s  upon  Mdty  Mum^ 
Cyder  and  Ferry. 

An  AtSi:,  For  granting  to  his  Majsfty  fever al  Rates  and 
Duties  upon. Coaches^  and  far  raifag  the  Sum  of  Qyie  Mil- 
lion^ by  JVay  of  a  Lottery^  iD  he  charged  on  the  f aid  R.aics 
md  Duties, 

[By  this  Acl,  for  every  ^Coacb,  Chariot,  &c.  with 
four  Wheels,  kept  by  or  for  any  Perfon,  for  his  or  her 
own  Ufe,  or  to  be  lett  out  to  Hire  (except  Hackney- 
Coaches,  and  Stage-Coaches  not  lett  out  to  Hire  by 
Way  of  Bye-Jobb,  and  Coaches,  ^c.  kept  for  Sale) 
there  is  to  be  annually  paid  4  /.  provided  no  Perfon  be 
obliged  to  pay  for  above  ,five  fuch  Carriages,  except 
fuch  as  keep  them  for  Hire,  who  are  to  pay  4  /.  for 
every  fuch  Carriage.  For  every  Chaife,  Chair,  ^c, 
with  two  Wheels,  40^.  'except  fuch  Poft-Chaifes  as 
are  kept  for  Hire  by  the  Poft-MalLer-General,  which 
are  to  be  entered  at  the  next  Excife-Office,  and  marked 
Vv'ithin  30  Days  after  March  25,  ^c.  The  Perfons 
keeping  fuch  Coaches,  Chaifes,  ^c.  within  the  Bills 
of  Mortality,  to  give  Notice  to  the  Excife-Office,  in 
London^  within  30  X)ays  after  March  25  ;  or  20  after 
ihey  begin  to  keep  them,  and  then  to  pay  the  Duty  as 
above ;  and  thofe  out  of  the  faid  Bills,  within  60  Daya 
after  March  25  ;  or  20,  after  beginning  to  keep  them, 
to  the  xiQ-Kt  Office  of  Excife.] 

An  A(5l,  For  granting  the  Land-Tax  for  the  Tear  1 747. 

An  A6t,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Ma'jefty  a  certain  Su7n  (f 
Money  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund  ^^for  the  Service  of  the  Tear 
1747  ;  and  for  enabling  his  Majcjiy  to  raife  a  further  Sum 
of  Money  for  the  Ufes  and  Purpofes  therein  mentioned -^  and 
for  the  further  appropriating  the  Supplies  granted  in  this 
Se-ffion  of  Parliament ;  and  for  applying  a  certain  Suin  of 
,  Money  f ,  fir  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Allowames  to 
fever  al  Officers  and  private  Gentlemen  of  the  two  Troops  of 
Horfe-Guards^  and  three  Regijnents  of  Horfe^  lately  re- 
ducedy  for  the  Tear  1747  ;  and  for  continuing  the  Bounties 
on  the  Exportation  of  Britiili  and  Irifh  coarfe  Linetis, 

An  A6t,  For  ve fling  in  his  Majejly  the  forfeited  Eflates 
of  certain  Traitors  in  his  Majefly^  and  for  the  more  effe^ual 
difovering  the  fame^  and  bringing  into  the  Exchequer  the 

*  1,000,000/.  f   500,000  /.  by  Loans  on  Exchequer  Bills. 

Rents. 
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^enis  and  Profits  thereof^  and  giving  Relief  to  the  lawful  Anno  1745. 
Creditors  and  Claimants  thereon. 

An  A6t,  For  granting  a  Duty  to  his  Majejiy^  to  be  paid 
by  Dyiillers^  upon  Licences  taken  out  by  the7n  for  retailing 
fpirituous  Liquors,     [of  5/.  each  Licence.] 

An  Act,  To  continue  fever al  Laws  relating  to  Manii^ 
faSures  of  Sail-cloth  and  Silk ;  to  give  further  Time  for  the 
Payment  of  Duties  omitted  to  be  paid  for  the  Indentures  or 
Contratisof  Clerks  and  Apprentices^  and  for  better  fecuring 
the  Payment  of  th£  f aid  Duties  ;  and  declaring^  that  Prize 
ShipSy  laiufidly  condemned^  Jhall  be  deemed  Britifli-^«//;f 
Ships  \  and  for  allowing  Prize  Goods  to  be  landed  and  fe- 
cured  in  proper  JVarehoufes^  without  Payment  of  any  Duty^ 
loitil  it  can  he  determined  whether  they  are  fit  for  Exporta- 
tion or  Home  Confuriiption. 

An  ABi^To  enable  his  Majejly  to  allow  to  the  reftduary 
Legatees  of  Sir  ']o{t'^\i  ^t\iy\\  Knight,,  late  Mafler  of  the 
Rolls,  deceafedy  Part  of  the  Legacy  given  by  his  Will  to  the 
life  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

An  A6i:,  For  alloivingPerfons  impeached  of  High  Trea^ 
fon,  &c.  to  mah  their  full  Defence  by  Counfel, 

An  A(5l,  For  Relief  of  his  Majefiys  loyal  SubjeSfs  in 
Scotland,  zvhofe  Title-Deeds  and  Writings  were  dejlroyed 
^r  carried  off  by  the  Rebels  in  the  late  Rebellion. 

An  Act,  To  prevent  the  Return  of  Rebels  andTrartors 
concerned  in  the  late  Rebellion,  and  pardoned  on  Condition 
4>f  Tranfportatlon,  and  to  hinder  their  going  into  the  Ene- 
my s  Country, 

An  Act,  For  the  better  adjufiing,  and  more  eafy  Reco- 
very of  the  Wages  of  certain  Servants,  and  for  their  better 
Regulation,  and  that  of  certain  Apprentices, 

An  Aft,  For  the  Relief  and  Support  of  maimed  and  dif- 
dbled  Seamen,  and  the  Widoivs  and  Children  of  thofe  killed^ 
/lain,  or  drovmedin  the  Merchants  Service, 

An  Aft,  For  the  better  fecuring  tl?e  Payment  of  Shares 
of  P?'izes  to  Greenwich  Hofpital ;  and  for  preventing  the 
Embezzlement  of  its  Goods  and  Stores. 

An  Aft,  For  the  Eafe  of  Sheriffs,  with  regard  to  the 
Return  of  Procefs. 

An  Aft,  To  continue  fever  al  Laws  for  prohibiting  the 
Importation  of  Books  reprinted  Abroad,  and  firft  compofed, 
or  written,  or  printed  i?i  Great-Britain ;  for  preventing 
Exa^ions  of  the  Occupiers  of  Locks  and  Wares  upon  the 

Thames 
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Anno  1740,  Thames  JVef^ward^  and  fir  afcertalnlng  the  Rates  of  th^ 
Water-carriage  upon  the  faid  River  :  And  fir  better  fe- 
curing  the  lawful  Trade  of  his  Majeftys  Subje^s  to  and 
from  the  Eaft-indies,  and  for  the  more  effeSiualpreventiyig 
all  his  Majeftys  Subje^s  trading  thither  under  foreign 
Commijjions ;  and  relating  to  Rice^  to  Frauds  in  the  Cuf- 
iomsy  to  the  clandefine  Running  of  Goods ^  and  to  Copper 
Ore  of  the  Briti/li  Plantations  ;  and  fir  the  free  Importa^ 
iion  of  Cochineal  and  Indico  ;  and  for  Pumjhment  of  Per- 
fons  defraying  Turnpikes^  or  Locks^  or  other  Works  ere£fed 
hy  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  A6t,  For  taking  aiuay  and  abolijhing  the^  heretable 
JurifdiSiions  in  that  Part  of  Great-Britain  called  Scot- 
land, l^c.  and  fir  makmg  Satisfa^Iion  to  the  Proprietors 
thereof 

An  A61,  For  taking  away  the  Tenure  of  Wardholding 
in  Scotland,  l^c. 

An  A6t,  To  enlarge  the  Time  limited  by  an  A^  of  the 
laft  Sejfton  of  Parliament^  for  refraining  the  Ufe  of  the 
Highland  Drefs  ;  and  to  enable  Heirs  of  Tailzie^  Guar- 
dians, Tutqrs,  Curators,  and  Truflees  in  Scotland  to  fell 
Lands  to  the  Crown. 

An  A6t,  To  enforce  the  Execution  of  an  A51  of  this 
Sejfton  of  Parliament,  fir  granting  to  his  Majefiy  fever al 
JRates  and  Duties  upon  Houfes,  Windows,  or  Lights. 

An  Adi,  To  indemnify  Perfons  who  have  omitted  to 
qualify  themf elves  for  Offices  and  Promotions,  within  the 
Time  limited  by  Law,  and  fir  allowing  further  Time  for 
that  Purpofe. 

An  A6t,  Declaring  valid  Aots  done  by  Thomas  Paulin, 
as  one  of  the  principal  Land  Coal-Meters  of  Weftminfter, 
between  September  29  lafl,  and  November  ^following. 

An  A61,  To  extend  the  Proviftons  of  ASf  1 3  Geo.  IL 
for  naturalizing  fuch  foreign  Protejiants  and  others  therein 
mentioned,  fettling  in  the  American  Colotiies,  to  other  fi^ 
r£ign  Protefants,  who  confcieniioufy  fcruple  an  Oath. 

An  Adt,  To  revive,  continue,  and  amend  an  ASl 
9  Geo.  I.  for  clearing,  depthening,  repairing,  extending, 
?nai?!taini?!g,  and  improving  the  Haven  and  Piers  of  Great 
Yarmouth  ;  and  fir  depfhenijjg  and  making  more  naviga- 
ble the  fever al  Rivers  there  emptying  thcrrf elves  ;  and  fir 
preferving  Ships,  wintering  in  that  Haven,  from  Accidents 
by  Fire. 

An 
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An  A(^5  To  indemnify  Perfons  who  have  omitied  to  re-    Anno  1746. 
pRer  thei'  Letters  of  Attorney  appointing  them  Agents  for 
Pri'zes  within  the  Time  -limited  by  LazVy  and  for  alloiving 
further  Time  for  that  Purpofe. 

An  Acl,  For  building  a  Bridge  crofs  the  T\i2i.m.ts^  from 
Walton  to  Shepperton. 

.  An  A61,  For  repairing^  improving^  and  maintaining 
the  public  Conduits,  and  other  Waier  Works  in  South- 
ampton. 

An  A6i:,  For  enlarging  the  Term  and  Powers  granted  by 
fever al  J5ls  of  Parliament  paffed  for  repairing  the  High- 
ways  from  Wymondam  to  Attleborough  and  Hetherfet, 
and  from  W  igmore-Lane  to  Hall- Walk  Gate  in  Attle- 
borough, Norfolk. 

An  Acl,  For  holding  the  Sum?ner  Ajpzes  and  Seffions  of 
the  Peace  for  Norfolk,  in  Norwich,  until  a  neiv  Shire- 
houfe  can  he  built  for  the  County,  and  for  building  a  new 
Shire-houfe  on  the  Cafle-hill,  Norwich,  and  for  raifing 
Money  on  the  County  for  that  Purpofe, 

An.  Act,  For  repairing  the  High  Road  from  Stockton 
upon  Tees  to  Darlington,  and  thence  through  Winfton  to 
Barnard-Caftle. 

An  A61,  For  the  better  Prefcrvation  and  ImprovewMit 
of  the  River  Wear,   and  Port  of  Sunderland. 

An  A6t,  For  repairing  the  Road  from  Catherick-Bridge 
to  Yarm,  thence  to  Stockton,  and  thence  through  Sedge- 
field  to  Durham. 

An  Adt,  For  continuing  the  Term  and  enlarging  the 
Powers  granted  by  an  Aci  12  G^o.  I.  for  repairing  and 
^widening  the  Roads  from  Gloucefler  to  Hereford,  and  for 
repairing  other  Roads  in  Gioucefterfhire. 

An  A6i:,  For  repairing  the  Road  from  Cirenceflier  to 
Birdlip's  Hill. 

An  ASi,  For  building  a  Chapel  in  Wednesfield,  in  the 
Parijh  of  Wolverhampton,  Stalfordihire. 

An  Act,  To  enable  the  Pariflo  of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn, 
to  pur  chafe  a  convenient  Piece  of  Ground  for  an  additional 
Burying-grcund. 

An  Ait,  To  confirm  an  Agreement  made  by  the  Re5lor 
and  Ve fry  men  of  St.  James,  Weftminller,  for  enlarging 
fheir  Church-Tard, 

An  Acl,  For  uniting  the  two  Colleges  of  St.  Salvator 
and  St.  Leonard,  in  the  Univerftv  of  St.  Andrews. 

An 
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Afttto  1746.       Ati  AS:,  F^r  enlarging  the  Term  and  Powers,  granted 
'  hy  two  A5ls  of  Parliament  for  laying  a  Duty  of  tzvo  Penny 
Scots  upon  every  Pint  of  Ale  and  Beer,  brewed  and  vended 
within  Dundee. 

An  Pi.^,  For  reviving  and  continuing  an  JSig  Geo.  I. 
for  laying  a  Duty  of  two  Penny  Scots,  or  one  Jixth  Part 
of  a  Penny  Sterling,  upon  every  Scots  Pint  of  Beer  or  Ale^ 
fold  within  the  Town  of  Bruntifland. 

An  ASi,   For  the  King's  mojl  gracious^  general^  and 
free  Pardon^ 
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PROCEEDINGS 

O  F    T  HE 

Firft  Seffion  of  the  Tenth  Parliament 

G  F 

GREAT-B  RITAIN, 

Which  met  at  Wejlminfter  for  the  Difpatch 
of  Bufinefs,  November  lOy   1747- 


On  which  Day  his  Majejly  went  to  the  Houfe  of  FeerSy 
and  having  fent  for  the  Commons^  the  Lord  Chancellor^ 
by  his  Majejiys  DireSiion^  made  the  following  Speech, 

*<=  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*'  T  HAVE  it  in  Command  from  his  Majefly  to  Anno  1747. 

**  J  acquaint  you,  That  he  is  pleafed  to  defer  de- 

«*  daring  the  Caufes  of  calling  this  Parliament  till 

*<  there  fliall  be  a  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

*'  It  is  therefore  his  Majefty's  Pleafure,    that  you, 

*'  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  do  imme- 

**  diately  repair  to  the  Place  where  the  Commons 
3                                                     *J  ufually 
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Anno  1747.   '*  ufually  fit,  and  there  chufe  a  fit  Perfon  to  be  yoUt 

W-^V"-^**^  ''  Speaker  ;    and  that  your  pfefent  the  Perfon,  who 

"  ihali  be  (o  chofen,    to  his  MajeRy  here,   for  his 

"  Royal  Approbation,   on   TJmrfdcty   next,    at  Two 

«  of  the  Clock." 

And  the  Commons  being  returned  ; 

The  Right  Hon.  William^  Marquis  of  Hartington, 
afterwards  Duke  of  Devonjhire^  addrefKng  bimfeif  to 
the  Clerk,  (who,  ftanding  up,  pointed  to  him,  and 
then  fat  down)  fpake  to  the  Effect  following,  m%» 

'  Mr.  Hardtnge^ 
Marquis  of  Har-     ^  His  Majefty  having  juft  .now,  at  the  Houfe  of 
tington.  Peers,  notified  to  us  his  Pleafure,  that  we  fhould  pro- 

ceed to  the  Choice  of  a  Speaker,  I  hope  I  fhall  not 
be  thought  impertinent,  if  1  prefume  to  offer  my 
Thoughts  upon  this  Occafion  :  And  as  I  am  fenfible 
of  what;  great  Confequence  it  is,  to  chufe  a  proper 
Perfon  to  fit  in  that  Chair,  I  fhould  think  rnyfelf  very 
unpardonable,  if  I  prefumed  to  offer  any  one  to  this 
Aifembiy,  for  their  Approbation,  that  I  was  not  con- 
vinced v/as  thoroughly  capable. in  every  Refpe61: ;  but 
what  emboldens  me  the  more,  is,  that  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  the  Perfon  that  I  fhall  propofe,  is  one  that  No- 
body can  have  the  leaft  Objed:ion  to.  The  Choice  of 
a  Speaker  has  at  all  Times  been  looked  upon  as  an 
Affair  of  the  greateft  Importance  ;  but  give  me  Leave 
to  fay,  if  ever  there  was  a  Time  that  it  was  more 
particularly  fo,  it  is  the  prefent,  when  the  Affairs  of 
this  Country- are  in  fo  critical,  nay,  I  am  afraid,  fo 
dangerous  a  Situation,  that  not  only  the  Fate  and  Li- 
"Kierty  of  this  Ifland,  but  that  of  Europe  in  general, 
may  depend  upon  the  Refult  of  our  Deliberations ;  at 
fuch  a  Time,  furely,  v/e  cannot  be  too  cautious  who 
we  chufe  to  prefide  over  us* "       ' 

'  The  DiiHculties  that  attend  an  Office  of  this  Na- 
ture, are  great ;  and  the  Qiialifications  that  are  necef- 
fary  to  fupport  the  Chara61:er,  many :  And  though 
I  fee  a  great  many  Perfons  in  this  Houfe,  whofe  diftin^ 
guilhed  Abilities  and  Reputation  make  them  equal  to 
any  Undertaking,  yet  I  hope  they  will  pardon  the 
Preference  I  fhall  give.  It  is  not  the  greatefl  Abili^ 
ties,  and  the  greatell  Integrity,  that  are  alone  fuffi- 

cienti 
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Cient^  the  greatefl:  Experience  and  Knowledge  in  the  Anno  1747. 
Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  Parliament,  are  indiipenfably  '  --.—  ^1 
neceflary  :  Temper  and  Judgment  to  difcern  what  is 
right,  and  Refolution  at  all  Times  to  enforce  it ;  to 
watch  over,  to  guard,  and  to  protect,  the  Liberties 
and  Privileges  of  the  Commons  of  England-,  to  main- 
tain their  Interefcs,  and  to  preferve  Order  and  Decency 
in  all  their  Proceedings,  is  no  eafy  Talk  :  But  the 
greater  the  Difficulties,  the  greater  is  our  good  For- 
tune, that  paft  Experience,  through  a  Series  of  twenty 
Years,  points  out  to  us  where  to  apply ;  it  fhews  us 
an  Hon.  Member  of  this  Houfe,  that  has  fat  in  that 
Chair,  and  made  Three  fuccellive  Parliaments  appear 
in  their  true  Splendor,  by  maintaining  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Commons  of  Gi'eat- Britain,  and 
Uniformity  in  the  Cuftoms  and  Ufage  of  Parliament ; 
and  with  how  much  Honour  to  himfelf,  is  needlefs  for 
me  to  fay  :  The  World  is  already  convinced  of  that ; 
and  the  J  ournals  of  this  Houfe  w  ill  fhew  it  in  a  better 
Manner  than  I  can  exprefs.  To  give  the  Hon» 
Gentleman  the  Praifes  that  are  due  to  him,  would  to 
me,  I  am  fure,  be  a  very  grateful  Talk ;  and  nothing 
but  knowing  him  fo  well,  and  the  Apprehenfions  of 
offending  him,  fhould  prevent  me  from  doing  that 
Juftice  to  his  Merit  w^hich  is  univerfally  allowed  ; 
1  hus  far,  I  hope  he  will  give  me  Leave  to  fay,  that  I 
fhall  alv/ays  efteem  it  as  a  peculiar  Felicity  to  have 
had  the  Honour  of  propofmg  Mr.  OnJIow  for  Speaker 
to  this  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  is  needlefs  in  me  to 
take  up  any  more  of  your  Time,  as  I  am  perfuaded 
the  Gentleman's  own  Character  will  add  more  Weight 
to  my  Motion,  than  any  thing  that  I  can  fay  to  en- 
force it ;  and  therefore  I  move.  That  the  Right  Hon. 
Arthur  Ofijlow,  Efqj  be  defired  to  take  the  Chair,  as 
Speaker.' 

Then  the  Hon  .Philip  Torke,  Efq;  now  Earl  of  Hard-  . 
w'lcke,  addreffing  himfelf  likewife  to  the  Clerk  (who 
ftanding  up,    pointed  to  him,  and  then  fat  down), 
fpake  to  the  EfFe6t  following,  viz, 
'  Mr.  Hardinge, 
«  Though  I  am  perfuaded  the  Queflion  moved  byHon.  Phlh'p 
the  Noble  Lord  will  meet  with  an  univerfal  Approba-"^o^^«' 
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Anno  1747.  tlon  ;  and  tfiat  no  Gentleman,  who  reflects  one  Mo- 
ment on  the  Importance  of  this  Day's  Choice  to^  our 
future  Deliberations,  and  on  the  great  Fidelity  and* 
eminent  Ability  with  which  Mr.  Onflow  hath  (o  often 
filled  that  Chair,  but  muft  give  his  Voice,  with  the 
utmoft  Readinefs,  to  the  placing  him  again  in  it ;  yet 
1  truft,  the  Houfe  will  excufe  me,  if,  in  Compliance 
with  their  Forms,  I  take  this  Opportunity  of  exprefs- 
ing  my  Efteem  and  Attachment  for  that  very  worthv 
and  refpeclable  Perfon,  and  my  zealous  Concurrence 
in  any  Propofition  that  tends  to  his  Honour. 

'  On  former  Occafions  of  this  Nature,  we  all  know,_ 
Siry  that  the  ufual  Variety  of  Sentiments  hath  ap- 
peared amongftus;  but  it  is  peculiar  to  Mr.  OnfiaWy 
and  the  happy  Refult  of  his  Gondu6l  and  Chara6ter, 
that  ever  fmce  that  important  Truft  was  conferred  on' 
him,  we  have  all  united  to  continue  it  in  his  Hands ; 
and,  if  from  the  Opinion  of  former  Parliaments,  that 
of  the  prefent  may  be  judged  of,  we  fhall  now  be  ready 
and  defirous  to  give  him  this  Proof  of  our  Regard  and 
Confidence,  with  as  general  an  Aflent  as  before.  In- 
deed, what  W^onder  is  it,  Sir,  that,  where  Merit  and 
Capacity  are  fo  confpicuous  and  fo  beneficial,  they 
fhould  be  univerfally  acknowledged ;  and  that  a  Con- 
cern for  our  own  and  the  public  Service,  fhould  fug- 
geft  to  us  to  refort  again  to  that  Perfon,  by  whom  we 
have  experienced,  that  our  Difficulties  receive  Light 
and  Information ;  our  Privileges,  Strength  and  Sup- 
port ;  and  the  whole  Courfe  of  our  Proceedings,  Dig- 
nity and  Honour  ?  By  whom  we  have  conftantly  feen 
any  unfeafonable  Heats  tempered  or  fupprefled  with  an 
Authority,  which  nothing  but  an  univerfal  Opinion 
of  his  Prudence  and  Impartiality  can  give;  and  who, 
at  the  fame  Time,  with  a  humane  and  inftru£live 
Condefcenfion,  is  ever  willing  to  encourage  the  Diffi- 
dence, and  affift  the  Attempts,  of  inexperienced  Me- 
rit. 

*  But,  whilft  I  enlarge  on  a  Subje£l  pleafing  to 
every  one  elfe,  I  fear  the  giving  Pain  to  Mr.  Onflow 
himfelf;  and  fhall  only  add,  that  his  Family,  his 
Connections,  his  wife  and  honourable  Behaviour  in 
public  Life,  muft  recommend  him,  in  the  moft  advan- 
tageous Manner,  to  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  confHtuted 

as 
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as  this  is,  who  would  not  do  Juftice  to  their  Princi-    Anno  3747. 
pies  and  good  Intentions,  by  placing  any  other  at  their   w«— v«»-^tf 
Head,  as  long  as  he  has  a  Seat  amongft  them. 

'  I  fhould,  perhaps,  not  be  furprifed,  though  it 
would  give  me  infinity  Concern,  if  the  Hon.  Mem- 
ber himfeif  fhould  exprefs  an  Unwillingnefs  to 
accept  a  laborious  and  fatiguing  Emplo^vnient,  to 
which  he  has  for  a  long  Courfe  of  Years  devoted  his 
Time  and  his  Abilities  ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  his 
diflnterefted  Loyalty  and  Aiiection  to  his  Majefty  and 
his  Country,  and  the  conltant  and  zealous  Regard  he 
has  ever  fhewn  to  the  Service  and  Senfe  of  this  Houfe, 
will  overcome  any  RelucSlance  that  may  arife  in  his 
own  Breafl: :  V^ery  fjre  I  am,  that  in  fo  full  a  Meet- 
ing, there  can  be  no  Negative  but  Mr.  On/Iovf  s  to  this 
Motion,  which  I  moft  heartily  fecond.' 

Then  the  Right  Hon.  Henry ^  Lord  Vifccunt  Corn^ 
hury^  Son  and  Heir-Apparent  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry^  Earl  of  Clarendon  and  Rockejier^  one  of  the 
Burgeffes  for  tlie  Univerfity  of  Oxford^  addreffing  him- 
feif likewife  to  the  Clerk  (vdio,  {landing  up,  pointed 
to  him,  and  then  fat  down),  fpake  to  the  following 
Effe6l,  viz. 

'  From  the  particular,  as  well  as  the  public  Regard  Right  Hon, 
which  I  owe  to  that  Gentleman  who  is  nbw  called f^^"'y>  Lord 
upon  to  prefide  in  this  AlTembly,  from  the  Value  j^^j^;""^^^ 
which  I  know  him  to  be  of  in  private,  as  well  as  in 
public  Life,  I  fhould  be  very  unwilling  to  give  my 
Confent  to  this  Motion,  which  has  been  fo  well  intro- 
duced, if  I  knew  any  other  Perfon  equal  to  fucceed 
him  in  taking  up  this  Burthen  of  State,  Vv^hich  he 
has  certainly,  for  his  ov/n  Sake,  already  fuilained  too 
long  :  And  it  is  this  Opinion  being  general,  which 
has  induced  the  general  V  oice,  I  may  fay  of  the  Na- 
tion, to  invite  him  to  refume  that  laborious  OfHce, 
from  which  they  cannot  promJfe  themfelves  in  any 
Degree  an  equal  Benefit,  if  adminiftered  by  any  other 
Perfon.  From  him  they  expeft  (what  they  have  al- 
ready experienced)  that  dihnterelled  and  difpaflionate 
Independence ;  that  Vigilance,  and  Order,  and  Im.- 
partiaiity  ;  that  Ability  and  Authority  5  that  Exacl- 
nefs  and  Difpatch,  which  may  eive  Spirit,  and  Dig- 
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Anno  ijAj.  nity,  and  Weight,  to  the  Proceeding';  of  Parliament^j 
*L*.— Y*--— '  and  Security  to  private  Property,  to  the  Privileges  of 
this  Houfe,  and  to  the  Forms  and  Maxims  of  the 
Conftitution.  To  the  public  Defire  and  Benefit,  he 
-■  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  always  be  inclined  to  give  up 
all  other  Confiderations ;  and  I  make  no  Doubt,  that 
this  Houfe  will  think  it  a  Duty  to  themfelves,  and  to 
the  Public,  to  make  this  Burthen  as  light,  as  the  Na- 
ture of  it  will  allov/  it  to  be,  to  one  who  has  fo  rea- 
fonable  an  Excufe  for  declining  it,  and  to  whom  this 
Houfe,  and  the  Public,  muft  think  themfelves  fo 
much  obliged  for  his  accepting  it  again  in  this  Con- 
juncture.' 

The  Houfe  calling  Mr.  Onflow  to  the  Chair ; 

'John  TVilles^  Efq;  Burgefs  for  the  Borough  of  Ban- 
hwjy  in  the  County  of  Oxford^  addreflinghimfelf  like- 
wife  to  the  Clerk  (who,  {landing  up,  pointed  to  him, 
and  then  fat  down),  fpake  to  the  following  EfFecl, 
viz. 
John  Wliks^  '  I  rife  up  to  do  myfelf  the  Flonour  of  joining  in 

■^^•i*  this  Motion,  which,  confidering  how  well  it  has  been 

fpoken  to  already,  I  fhould  have  declined  doing  ;  but 
the  very  great  Regard  and  Reverence  I  have  for  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  has  been  propofed,  will  not  fuf- 
fer.m-e  to  be  filent. 

^  I  am  very  glad  to  find,  that  all  Perfpns  are  agreed 
to  make  Choice  of  a  Speaker,  for  this  Parliament,  who 
has  already  executed  that  OiHce  fo  much  to  his  own, 
Honour,  and  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Nation ;  and 
there  cannot  be  a  m.ore  convincing  Proof  of  his  extra- 
ordinary Abilities,  than  that  there  Teems  to  be  no  other 
Competition  r.mong  us,  but  who  fliall  be  moft  for-, 
ward  to  reconimend  him. 

*  It  is  certainly  a  very  great  Pleafure  to  a  generous 
Mind,  to  meet  with  univerfal  Appiaufe  and  Approba- 
tion J  but  hov/  folid  a  Satisfadion  mull  it  be  to  that 
Hon.  Gentleman,  to  be  confcious  to  himfelf,  that  he 
has  deferved  it  ?  That  it  is  not  that  Praife  which  mean- 
fpirited  Men  fometimes  give  to  Power,  but  that  Re- 
ward which  good  Men  always  pay  to  Merit.  That  it 
is  a  IVibute  judly  due  to  that  Candour  and  Impar- 
tiality which  he  has  fhewn  to  all  Perfons,  upon  all, 
Occafvons.  ^  It 
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*  It  Would  be  needlefs  in  me  to  mention  the  great  Anno  1747. 
'Talents  necelTary  for  this  high  OfRce,  and  how  well  ^.^^.-.•■y-*.^ 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  is  qualified  for  it :  Of  this,  the 

greateil  Part  of  this  Houfe  have  been  WitnelTes ;  no 
Gentleman  in  the  Nation  can  poinbly  be  ignorant. 

The  great  Difficulty  in  this  Queil:ion,  is  not,  Whe- 
ther Mr.  Onjlovj  fhall  be  chofen  Speaker?  But  whether 
he  will  do  this  Houfe  the  Honour  to  accept  of  it  f  H!e 
has  fpent  many  Years,  undergone  great  Fatigues,  al- 
ready in  the  Service  of  the  Public ;  and  might  very- 
well  be  allowed  to  take  Advantage  of  that  Excufe^ 
w^hich  even  a  R.G7nan  Writer  thought  fufHcient :  "  The 
"  former  Part  of  our  Lives  we  give  to  our  Country, 
"  the  latter  to  ourfelves."  Notwithftanding  this,  I  hope 
the  Hon.  Gentlen;ian  will  forgive  me,  if  i  eilecm  his 
own  Eafe  and  Happinefs,  as  he  himfelf  has  always 
done,  of  fmall  Value,  when  compared  to  the  general 
Good,  and  join  with  the  united  Voice  in  this  Houfe, 
m  giving  my  Vote  for  Mr.  OnfiowJ' 

The  Houfe  again  calimg  Mr.  Onfow  to  the  Chair  ; 
he  ftood  up  in  his  Piace^  and  faid, 

.'  Mr.  Hardlngs,  ...  ... 

*  I  am,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  return  my  very  humble  Hon.  Arthur 
Thanks  to  the  Noble  Lord,  and  the  Hon.  Perfon  on-^-'^'Ow. 
the  other  Side  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  Noble  Lofdj 

and  the  Worthy  Gentleman  on.  this  Side^  for  the  ex- 
traordinary Favour  they  have  done  m^e,  by  thofe  kind 
Characters  of  Commendation  with  v/hich  they  hi^^Ve 
been  pleafed  to  mention  me  to  the  Houfe.  Many^ 
very  many.  Things  they  have  faid,  I  dare  not  prefume 
to  lay  Claim  to  :  "They  are  the  Eitefts  of  that  Friend- 
ihip,  which  the  Noble  Lords  and  the  Worthy  Gen- 
tlemen have  honoured  me  witK ;  and  a  greater  Honour 
no  Man  can  receive  :  They  have  concluded,  Sir,  with 
m.oving  the  Houie,  to  place  mie  again  in  a  Station 
here,  which  it  may  be  I  poiiefied  too  long  before  3  and 
No-body  can  be  more  fenfible  of  that  than  I  am  :  But, 
however,  Sir,  painful  as  that  Situation  at  any  Time, 
and  worn  perhaps  as  I  am.  by  the  Labotirs  cf  it,  j^t 
unce  Gentlemen  leem  inclined  to  trv  cncc  more  my 
poor  Abilities  in  that  Service  ;  and,'  after  what  has 
pailed,  I  do  not  think  it  decent  in  rne  to  difpute  their 
Commands  5    and  ihall  therefore,  with  all  Humility, 

F  2  .  ^s 
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Anno  1747.  ^  as  I  am  Aire  I  ought,  fefign  myfelf  to  the  Judgment 
of  the  Houfe,  who  have  a  Right  to  difpofe  of  me  her© 
in  v/hatever  Manner  they  Ihall  think  proper.' 

The  Houfe  again  calling  Mr.  Onflow  to  the  Chair, 
lie  was  taken  out  of  his  Place  by  the  Lord  Marquis  of 
Harrington  and  Mr.  Torke^  who  led  him  from  thence 
to  the  Chair  j  where,  upon  the  firft  Step,  he  faid, 

'  It  is  my  Duty  to  let  Gentlemen  knovv',  that,  be- 
fore I  go  any  further,  they  have  it  in  their  Power  to 
call  me  back  to  the  Seat  from  Vv'hence  I  came,  and  to 
chufe  fome  Other  Ferfon  to  fill  this.' 

But  the  Mem.bers  cried,  '  No,  no.' 

Whereupon  Mr.  On/low  afcended  the  upper  Step  of 
the  Chair ;  and,  {landing  there,  faid, 

^  Since  Gentlemen  have  been  pleafed  to  command 
me  to  this  Place,  I  have  now  only  to  return  my  hum- 
bleft  Thanks  to  the  Houfe  for  this  Repetition  of  their 
good  Will,  and  great  Favour  to  me.' 

And  thereupon  he  fat  down  in  the  Chair;  and  then 
the  Mace,  v/hich  before  lay  under  the  Table,  was 
laid  upon  the  Table, 

On  Thurjday^  the  12th  of  Novetnher^  his  Majelty 
ivent  again  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  ;  and  having  fent  for 
the  Cornmons,  Mr.  Speaker-Ele6t  made  the  following 
Speech. 


Y 


^  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

OUR  Majefty's  dutiful  Subjeas,  the  Com 


mons  of  this  your  Realm,  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled,  have,  in  Purfuance  of  your  Majefty's  Di- 
*'.  region,  and  of  their  ancient  Right,  elefted  one  of 
^^  their  Members,  to  be  their  Speaker  for  this  Parlia- 
''  ment :  And  their  Choice,  Sir,  having  once  more 
*'  fallen  upon  me,  for  this  high  and  important  Truft, 
*'  they  now  prefent  me  to  your  Majefty,  for  your 
*'  Judgment  upon  their  Ele6lion.  Ncedlefs  will  it  be 
*'  in  me,  Sir,  to  mention  on  this  Occafion,  with  re- 
*'  gard  to  myfelf,  what  I  fear  cannot  but  be  too  well 
*'  known  to  your  Majefly  :  It  therefore  beft  becomes 
*^  me,  with  Silence  and  SubmiiTion,  to  refign  myfelf 
*'  to  your  Royal  Determination." 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  receiving  Direc- 
tions from  his  Majefly,  faid^  4«  jx^f , 
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*«  Mr,  Onjlow, 

*'  You  have  appealed  to  the  King's  own  Experience    Anno  1747' 
f-^  and  Knowledge,  for  the  Decifion  of  the  weighty 
^'  Affair  now  under  his  Confideration ;  and  it  is  from 
>*  thence  his  Majefty  has  formed  his  Judgment. 

"  After  having  had  fuch  clear  Demonftration  of 
**  your  Abilities,  Zeal,  and  Application  in  the  Ser- 
■^^  vice  of  himfelf,  and  of  your  Countr}^,  in  Three  fuc- 
"  ceffive  Parliaments,  his  Majeity  commands  me  to 
*'  let  you  know,  That  he  intirely  approves  the  Choice 
^'  which  his  faithful  Commons  have  made ;  and  ai?r 
^'  lows  and  confirms  you  to  be  their  Speaker." 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  faid, 
*'  Since  your  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  confirrn 
^'  the  Choice  your  Comxmons  have  made  of  me  to  be 
*'  their  Speaker,  it  is  my  Duty,  Sir,  with  all  Humi- 
^'  lity,  to  conform  myfelf  to  their  Appointment,  and 
'^  your  Royal  Approbation  of  it ;  begging  your  Ma- 
*'  jefty's  favourable  Acceptance  of  my  humbleft  Ac- 
^'  knowledgments,  for  this  frefh  Inftance  of  your  Ma- 
^'  jefty's  Grace  towards  myfelf;  and  that  your  Ma-^ 
^'  jefty  will  vouchfafe  to  pardon  my  Failings  and  In- 
*'  firmities  ;  at  leaft,  not  to  impute  them  in  any-wifa 
^'  to  your  faithful  Comrnons.  And  that  your  Com- 
"  mons  in  Parliament,  Sir,  may  be  the  better  enabled 
*'  to  difcharge  their  Duty  to  your  Majefty  and  their 
^'  Country,  I  do,  in  their  Name,  and  on  their  Behalf, 
*^  by  humble  Petition  to  your  Majefty,  lay  Claim  to 
^^  all  their  ancient  Rights  and  Privileges  ;  particularly 
*'  that  they,  their  Servants,  and  Eftates,  may  be  free 
''  from  Arrefts,  and  all  other  Moleftation  ;  that  they 
^'  may  enjoy  Freedom  of  Speech  in  their  Debates,  and 
*'  have  Liberty  of  Accefs  to  your  Royal  Perfon,  wher\ 
*'  Occafion  ftiall  require  it ;  and  that  all  their  Pro- 
*'  ceedings  may  receive  from  your  Majefty  the  moil 
^'  favourable  Interpretation," 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  after  receiving  further 
JDirecSlions  from  his  Majefty,  faid, 
"Mr.  Speaker, 
"  The  King  has  the  utmoft  Confidence  in  the  Duty 
^^  and  AfFe^ti^n  Qf  |;his  Houfe  of  Cgmmons  to  his 

F  3  "  Perfou, 
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Anno  1747.  '«  Perfon  and  Government,  and  a  high  Opinion  of 
^^  that  Prudence  and  Temper  v/hich  they  will  ufe  in 
^■^  all  their  Proceedings  5  and  his  Majeily  does  moll 
^'  readily  grant  and  allow  to  them,  all  their  Privi^ 
^^  leges,  in  as  full  and  ample  Ivlanneij  as  they  have 
*^  at  any  Time  heretofore  been  granted  or  allowed  by 
"'  his  Majeily,  or  any  of  his  Royal  Predeceifors. 

There  is  one  Suit,  Sir,  v/hich  you  have  made  ori 
your  own  Behalf;  His  Majefty  has  received  the 
«'  furefl:  Pledge^  that  no  Perfon  in  your  Station  eve| 
^'  flood  lefs  in  Need  of  it  than  yourfelf ;  hut  thai 
*'  you  m.-ay  want  no  Support  in  fuftaining  the  Burthen 
^^  of  thdt  important  IVuft  which  is  repofed  in  you,, 
^'  his  Majefty  has  dire6ted  me  to  aifure  you,  that  he 
^'  will  put  the  moft  favourable  Conitru(5lion  both  oi^ 
^'  your  Words  and  Adiions." 

His  MAJESTY  then  made  the  follovving  Speech, 

^^  My  Lords  and  Gentlem.en, 
•^'  A  S  one  of  my  principal  Views,  in  calling  thi,% 
^'  Xjl  Parliament,  was,  that  I  might  receive  the. 
^^  moft  clear  and  certain  Information  of  the  Senfe  of 
^^  my  People, --on  the  prefent  Poflure  of  Affairs;  I 
^'  was  defirous  to  mieet  you  as  early  as  your  own  Con--, 
'^  venience,  as  Vv^ell  as  that  of  the  Public,  v/ould  admit. 
''  By  the  Advice  of  my  Parliament,  I  entered  inta, 
"  the  War  againft  Spmn,  in  order  to  vindicate  and^ 
*'  fecure  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  mxy  Subie(Ji:£.^ 
f'  By  their  Advice  alfo,  and  in  Conformity  to  my. 
''  Engagements,  I  undertook  the  Support  of  the  Emiw. 
^'  prefs-Qj-ieen  of  Hungary^  and  of  the  jufl:  Rights  of 
^*  the  Hoiife  of  Aujiria.  In  Refentment  of  this  Con-^ 
^'  du61:,  fo  necefiary  for  the  Interefts  of  my  ov/n  King.-, 
^'  domsj  and  of  the  ancient  AHies  of  my  Crow^n^^/ 
^^  Frajice  not  only  declared.  War  againft  mie,  but  for, 
<^'  m.ented  and  fupported  an  unnatural  Rebellion  \yithiri; 
''  this  Kingdom.  In  carrying  on  this  jufl:  and  necef- 
*'  fary  War,  I  have  found  the  moft  chearful  and  vigo- 
^'  rous  Support  from  my  Parliament ;  and  though  the 
^^  Succcfs  has  not  been  anfwerable  to  our  W:.{btes  and 
*f  juft-  ExpecSlations,,  in  the  Loiv -Countries  ;  yet  it  muft,' 
?'  be  allowed,  to  the  Honour  of  this  Nation,  that  no^ 
^^  P^rt  of  the  Misfortunes  can^be  imputed  to  us. 

^«  The 
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"  The  fignal  SuccefTes,  which  it  lias  pleafed  God  Anno  ij/sr. 
*'  to  grant  us  at  Sea,  have  made  the  Enemy  feel  the 
it  Weight  of  our  Naval  Strength,  to  their  great  Lofs, 
i'  and  the  real  and  folid  Advantage  of  this  Nation, 
*'  This  has  appeared  m.oft  remarkably  in  the  Opera- 
<'  tions  of  my  Fleet  this  lail  Year ;  which  have  tended 
''  72G  lefs  to  the  Honour  of  the  Britifo  Flag,  than  to 
"  the  Reduction  of  the  Maritime  Force  and  Com- 
"  merce  of  Frayice,  The  Government  of  the  United 
*'  Provinces  "-h^is,  once  m.ore,  refumed  that  Confiftencv, 
*^'  which  v/ill  give  great  Strength  to  the  Common 
*'  Caufe;  cement  m.ore  firmly  the  Friendfhip  between 
,  *'  this  Kingdom  and  that  Republic  ;  and  be  a  lailing 
^'  Security  to  our  infeparable  Interefts.  One  great 
*'  EfFeft  of  this  happy  Alteration  in  Holland^  has  al- 
^'  ready  appeared,  in  the  vigorous  Declarations  lately 
''  made  by  the  States-General  to  the  Court  o^  France -^ 
*'  and  the  Orders  given  by  them,  for  committing 
*'  Hoililities  every  v/here  againft  the  French  King  and 
'«  his  Subje(51:s. 

"  Some  Overtures  for  a  general  Pacification  have 
■^'  lately  been  made  to  me,  on  the  Part  of  France-, 
*'  and  though  fome  of  the  Terms  propofed  were  fucli 
*'  as  could  not  be  approved,  yet  as  I  have  had  no  other 
^'  Aim,  but  to  bring  about  a  fafe  and  honourable 
*'  Peace,  I  have  fhewn  the  utmoft  Inclination  to  faci- 
^'  litate  it,  in  Conjunction  v/ith  my  i\Iiies;  and  a 
*'  Congrefs  is  aclually  agreed  to  be  held  at  A'lx-la- 
"  Chapelle^  whither  the  feveral  Minifters  will  foon  re- 
^'  pair.  I  hope  ail  the  Powers  concerned  will  bring 
*'  with  them  the  fame  DIfpofition?  to  eiFedluate  this 
''  great  Work,  on  juft  aiid  reafonable  Conditions, 
"  which  I  fmcerely  have. 

''  In  this  Situation,  I  am  confident-  you  will 
*'  agree  in  Opinion  with  me,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  be 
*'  vigilant  and  attentive  to  every  Event;  and  that 
^'  there  can  be  no  Reafcn  to  expeft  a  good  Peace,  but 
*'  by  being  timely  prepared  to  carry  on  a  vigorous  and 
*'  effedlual  "War.  I  therefore  rely  on  your  hearty  an 4 
''  powerful  Support,  to  enable  me  to  profecute  the 
*'  War,  in  Cafe  the  Obftinacy  of  our  Enemies,  in 
*'  not  agreeing  to  juft  and  reafonable  Terms  of  Ac- 
**  cpijxmodation,  fnouid  render  it  unavoidable.     For 

F-4  "  thi? 
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"Anno  1747,  ^^  this  Purpofe,  I  am  now  zSiuzlly  conGertlng  the  tie- 
'^  ceiTary  iVIeafures  with  my  Allies,  whofe  Interefts  i 
'-  am  determined  to  adhere  to  and  fupport.  Let  us 
''  be  in  Readinefs,  in  Cafe  the  Negociations  fhould 
''  fail  of  the  defired  Effe6l,  to  convince  our  Enemies, 
^'  how  much  they  are  miftaken,  if  they  vainly  ima- 
''  gine  that  Great- Br itahi^  and  her  Allies,  will  fub- 
^'  mit  to  receive  the  Law  from  any  Power  whatfoever ; 
"  and  demonftrate  to  the  World,  that  we  will  decline' 
^-  no  Difficulty  or  Hazard  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
^^  common  Liberty,  and  our  own  Independency,  and 
^'  efFential  Lnterefts." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
''  The  Neceflity  of  adequate  Supplies,  appears  from 
''  what  has  been  already  mentioned.  The  proper 
"  Efirimates  for  the  Services  of  the  enfuing  Year, 
*^'  ihali  be  laid  before  you ;  and  1  defire  you  to  grant 
^^  me  fuch  Supplies,-  as  your  own  Security  and  lailiiig 
'^  Welfare,  and  the  prefent  critical  and  im.portant  Si- 
''  tuation  of  Affairs,  require.  You  may  depend  on 
*'  their  being  applied  only  to  the  Purpofes  for  which 
*'  they  fhall  be  given  -,  and  if,  by  the  falling  out  of 
"  Events,  any  Saving  can  be  made,  it  ihall  be  duly 
*'  accounted  for." 

'*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
^'  If  any  farther  Provifions  fhali  be  found  expedient, 
*'  to  render  more  effe61;ual  the  good  Lav/s  lately  made 
^'  for  the  Security  of  the  prefent  Eftablifhment,  ex- 
^'  tinguifhing  the  Spirit  of  Rebellion,  and  for  the 
"^  better  civilizing,  improving,  and  reducing  into  Or- 
"^'  der,  any  Part  of  the  united  Kingdom,  I  depend  on 
'<^  your  known  /\ffe6tion  to  Me  and  to  your  Country, 
"'  ferioufly  and  early  to  fet  about  fo  good  a  Work.  ■  I 
''  will  only  add,  -that  there  never  was  a  Conjuncture, 
^'  in  which  Unanimity,  Firmnefs,  and  Difpatch,  were 
^^  more  neceiTary  for  the  Safety,  Honour,  and  true 
^'  Intertik  of  Great-Brkam.'' 

The  Commons  being  returned  ;  Mr.  Speaker  faid, 

''  And  now  I  muft  beg,  Gendemen,  to  give  me 

"^^  Leave  once  more,  to  return  my  humble  Thanks  to 

''  the  Houfe,  for  this  great  .Honour  they  have  again 

^'^  conferred    upon    me  3    and   to   af.ure    Gentlemen 

''  of 
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^^  of  my  Continuance  of  that  Fidelity  in  their  Ser-    Anno  1^47. 

*'  vice,  which  I  am  perfuaded  they   believed  I   had  " 

*'  ever  pradifed  before,  or  they  would  not  have  pro- 

^.'  moted  me  again  to  this  important  Truft.     I  can 

*'  truly  fay,  that  your  Approbation  of  my  Service,  is 

'.'  with  me  die  belt  Reward  I  can  have  fcr  it :  Let  me 

"  add  this  humble  Requell  to  it,  that  Gentlemen  will 

*'  be  pleafed  to  afford  me  thofe  Allowances  of  Can- 

"  dour  and  Tendernefs,  which  are  fometim.es  due  "to 

"  an  old  and  faithful  Servant,  even  in  his  Failings. 

'^  After  having  faid  this  for  myfelf,  I  am  bound  to 
*'  exhort  Gentlemen  for  their  own  Sakes,  as  well  as 
'^  for  that  of  the  Public,  to  keep  ftriftly  to  the  Rules 
'^  and  Orders  of  the  Houfe,  fo  wifely  adapted  by  our 
^^  Anceftors,  to  the  carrying  on  of  Bufinefs  v/ith  all 
*^  neceffary  Deliberation,  and  yet  with  proper  Dif- 
^'  patch;  to  prevent  perfonal  Altercations,  and  all 
*'  other  Indecorum,  to  which  large  Affemblies  are 
*'  but  too  liable  ;  and  to  preferve,  in  general,  that 
*'  Gravity  and  Dignity  in  our  Proceedings  and  De- 
*'  portment  here,  which  fo  m.uch  become  the  great 
"  Council  of  a  Nation,  and  the  high  Office  of  Legif- 
*'  lature  :  And  that  all  this  may  be  the  better  done, 
''  I  am  obliged  alfo,  not  only  to  recommend,  but  ear- 
^'  neftly  call  upon  Gentlem^en  to  m.eet  early  in  a 
*'  Morning  for  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe  :  The  Ne- 
.**^  gle(5l  of  that  muft  produce  an  Evil,  which  will 
f  much  affe6l  the  Credit  of  our  Proceedings  ;  I  mean^ 
^'  an  over  Hafire  in  fome  Things,  and  too  great  Delay 
,'f  in  others.  If  that  has  happened  of  late,  1  doubt 
*'  not  but  Gentlemen  v/iil  think  it  their  Duty  to  re- 
*'  form  this  bad  Pradlice ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  it 
"  may  be  feen  in  thofe  printed  Journals,  which  are 
*'  now  in  the  Hands  of  many;  and  which,  I  hope, 
^'  for  various  Reafons,  will  be  often  and  well  perufed, 
*'  how  very  different  the  Attendance  and  Diligence  of 
^^  their  Anceftors  v/ere  here  :  They  thought  they 
*'  were  fent  hither  to  do  and  to  difpatch,  as  foon  as 
*^  they  cculd,  the  great  Bufmefs  of  their  Country  in 
^'  Parliament ;  and  that  (to  mention  an  Expreffion 
''  elfewhere  ufed)  the  Top  of  an  EnglijJj  Gentleman's 
^'  Ambition  was,  to  become  an  able  Parliament-man, 
'-  and  to  return  to  his  Country  with  the  Figure  and 

"  Repu- 
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Anno  1747,    «^  Reputation  v/hich  will  always  attend  that  ufcfui 
'  ^^  and  eminent  Charadler." 

After  which,  Mr.  Speaker  put  the  rloufe  in  Mind, 
That  the  firft  Thing  to  be  done,  was  to  take  the 
Oaths,  and  make  and  fubfcribe  the  Declaration,  and 
to  take  and  fubfcribe  the  Oath  of  Abjuration,  by  Law 
required. 

And  thereupon  Mr.  Speaker,  firjR:  alone,  flanding 
upon  the  upper  Step  of  the  Chair,  took  the  faid  Oaths, 
and  made  and  fubfcribed  the  faid  Declaration,  and 
took  and  fubfcribed  the  faid  Oath  of  Abjuration. 

Some  Days  being  employed  in  taking  the  Oaths, 
the  Commons  Addrefs  was  not  moved  till  the  i6th, 
v/lien  the  following  ,was  unanimoully  agreed  to.     It 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Legge^  and  feconded  by  Richard' 
Edgcumhe^  Efq; 

"  Mofi;  Gracious  Sovereign, 
*«  ^^  7"E,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
cc  Y  y  Subjeits,  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain^ 
^'  in  Parliament  affembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
''  Majefty  our  unfeigned  Thanks  for  your  Majefty's 
*'  mofl  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

^'  "With  Hearts  full  of  the  fmcereft  Joy,  we  con- 
"  gratulate  your  Majefiiy  on  the  great  and  important 
*-'•  Succefies,  v/hich  it  has  pleafed  Almighty  God  to 
*-''  beftow  on  your  Majefty's  Arms  at  Sea,  and  which 
^'  not  only  redound  highly  to  the  Honour  of  the  Br'tr^ 
''  t'lfi-)  Nation,  but,  by  reducing  the  Maritime  Force 
''  of  France^  manifeftly  tend  to  the  Security  of  your 
'«  MajeR-y's  Government,  and  the  Profperity  and 
"  Trade  of  theie  Kingdoms. 

''  We  beg  Leave  to  exprefs  to  3^our  Majefty,  the 
"  great  and  juft  Satisfadlion  we  have  received  from 
''  the  happy  Settlement  of  the  Government  of  the 
*'  Ufjted  Provinces,  in  which  a  Prince  fo  nearly  aL 
^^  lied  to  your  Majefty  has  fo  great  a  Share.  Nor 
"  can  v/e  doubt,  but  that  the  good  EffecSl  refulting 
''  from  that  Settlement,  will  be  a  thorough  Union  of 
"  Counfels  between  your  Majefty  and  the  Republic  ; 
*'  more  efpecially,  as  the  vigorous  Declaration,  lately 
*'  made  by  the  States- General  to  the  Court  of  France^ 

"  gives 
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<i  gives  us  the  ftrongeft  Prefumptlon,   that,    in  all    Anno  1747. 
^^  Meafures,  whether  of  Peace  or  War,  which  fhall 
*'  be  deemed  for  the  Honour,  Intereft,  and  Security 
'^^  of  thefe  Kingdoms   and  that  Republic,  they  v/ili 
^'  co-operate  zealoufly  and  firmly  with  your  Majefty. 

"  V/ith  the  deepeft  Senfe  of  Gratitude  v/e  acknow- 
*'  ledge  your  Majefty's  paternal  Care  for  the  Welfare 
*'  of  your  Subjects,  in  the  fmcere  Difpolition  your 
-'  Majefty  has  fhewn  for  a  general  Pacification,  by 
^'  hearkening  to  the  Overtures  lately  made  for  that 
''  Purpofe,  and  endeavouring,  on  your  Majefty's 
*'  Part,  to  bring  about  a  fpeedy,  fafe,  and  honourable 
''  Conclufion  to  this  burthenfome  and  expenfive,  tho* 
^'  juft  and  necefiary.  War. 

"  But  if,  contrary  to  our  Wiflies  and  Expectations, 
'^  the  Enemies  of  Great-Brkai??^  by  infifting  on  un- 
''  reafonabie  and  inadmiiiible  Terms,  m.ake  the  Con- 
*'  tinuance  of  the  War  unavoidable,  v/e  beg  Leave  tQ 
''  giye  your  Majefty  our  moft  determined  Affurances,, 
*'  th^t  we  will  fupport  your  Majefty  to  the  utmoft, : 
'*  And,  in  order  to  convince  our  Enemies  of  this  our 
*'  ftedfaft  Refolution,  v/e  will  immediately  grant  fuch ^ 
"  Supplies,  as  m.ay,  in  Conjunction  with  your  Ma- 
"  jefty's  Allies,  enable  your  Maiefty  to  carry  on  the 
"  War  v/itli  Vigour,  maintain  the  Honour  and  Dig- 
*^  nity  of  the  Crown  of  Gr^eat-Britam^  and  fupport 
^'  the  mutual  Intereft  of  your  Majefty  and  your  Al- 
^'  lies. 

''  At  the  fame  Time,  permit  us  to  aiTare  your  Ma- 
*-'  jeft)',  that  we  fhall  be  ready  to  contribute  our  Aihft- 
f  ance  towards  perfe.£ling  and  rendering  more  etTec-^ 
^'  tuai  thofe  Provifions  which  have  been  already  made 
'«  for  fecuring  the  interior  Peace  of  thefe  Kingdoms, 
*'  and  eftabiifhing  your  Majefty's  Throne  upon  th© 
'*  moft  firm  and  lafling  Foundations." 

His  MAJESTY'S  moft  Gracious  ANSWER. 
'*  Gentlemen, 
^'   ^TT^  HE  early  Marks  of  Truft  and  Conftdencej, 
"      M,      which  you  repofe  in  me  by  this  Addrefs,  giVb 
^'  me  the  greatefl  SatisfaClion. 

"  You  may  be  afTured,  that  I  have  nothing  more  at 
t^  Heart,  thii§i  to  put,  as  foon  as  pofiible,  fuel;!  an  End 

"  to 
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Atmo  S747.    «<^  to  the  prefent  Troubles,  as  may  be  confiPcent  with 
the  Good  of  my  People,  the  Security  of  my  Allies,  and 
^^  the  Honour  and  true  Interefcs  of  my  Kingdoms." 

The  firf!:  Eufmefs  the  new  Parliament  entered  upon, 
*W2is,  determining  the  Merits  of  the  feveral  Petitions. 
concerning  the  contefled  Ele6tions  :  Of  which  the  foU 
lowing  is  an  Account  of  the  moft  remarkable. 

A  Petition  of  the  Righf  Hon;  Charles  Sackvilk^  Efq; 
commonly  called  Earl  of  Middlefex^  and  the  Hon, 
WiUiam-Hall  Gage^  Efqj  was  preiented  to  the  Houfe, 
and  read ;  fetting  forth,  That,  at  the  laft  Eleition  of 
Barons  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament  for  the  Town 
and  Port  of  ^eaford^  in  the  County  of  Sujfex^  the  Pe- 
titioners, together  with  the  Right  Hon,  WUliafn  Pitt^ 
Efq;  and  William  Hay^  Efq;  were  Candidates  :  That, 
on  the  Day  before  the  faid  Eledticn,  a  Noble  Peer  o£ 
this  Realm  did  invite  to,  and  entertain  at,  his  Houfe, 
moft  of  the  Voters  of  the  faid  Tov/n  and  Port ;  and 
in  the  P^oom  where  they  were  alTembled,  fpake  to 
them  one  by  one,  and  did  folicit  and  influence  them, 
v/ith  refpe6l  to  giving  their  .Votes  at  the  faid  Elec- 
tion ;  by  Means  whereof,  feveral  Perfons,  who  had 
promifed  to  YotQ^  and  would  have  voted,  for  the  Peti- 
tioners, were  prevailed  upon  by  the  Taid  Noble  Peer  to 
\ot?^  for  the  faid  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Hay ;  which  Pro- 
ceeding, the  Petitioners  conceive,  is  an  high  Infringe-  \ 
ment  of  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  Great-Briiaijt :  That,  on  the  Day  of  the  Election, 
in  order  to  awe  and  influence  the  Voters  in  Favour  of 
the  Sitting  Members,  and  deter  them  from  voting  for 
the  Petitioners,  the  faid  Noble  Peer  came  into  the 
Court,  accompanied  by  other  Peers  of  the  Realm  ; 
and,  being  feated  near  to  the  Returning  Officer,  did 
continue  there  until  the  Poll  was  clofed  ;  notwith- 
ilanding  the  Prefence  of  him,  and  the  faid  other  Peers, 
was  obje6led  to  by  one  of  the  Petitioners,  and  the 
Returning  Officer  applied  to  by  him,  not  to  take  the 
Poll  while  the  faid  Peers  remained  prefent  in  the  Court ; 
in  all  which,  the  faid  Petitioner  thought  himfelf  fully 
juftified,  as  he  apprehended  their  Prefence  obftru6fed 
the  Freedom  of  the  Election,  and,  from  the  feveral  de- 
clared Pvefolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  a 
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Violation  of  the  Px.ights  and  Privileges  of  the  Com- 
mons ci  Gi'eat-Britaln ;  and  that  by  thefe,  and  other 
illegal  Pra6lices,  the  Petitioners  loft  a  great  Number  of 
Votes,  which  v/ould  otherwife  have  been  given  for  the 
Petitioners  :  And  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take 
the  Premifes  into  Conn  deration ;  and  to  grant  the  Pe- 
titioners fuch  Relief  as  to  the  Houfe  fiiall  feem  meet. 

The  Houfe  v/as  moved,  That  the  P.efolation  of  the 
Houfe  of  the  i6th  Day  of  this  Inftant,  November^ 
•"  That  it  is  an  high  Infringement  of  the  Liberties  , 
^'  and  Privileges  of  the  Commons  of  Great-Btitatny 
''  for  any  ,Lord  of  Parliament,  or  any  Lord-Lieute- 
^'  nant  of  any  County,  to  concern  themfelves  in  Elec- 
•^^  tions  of  Members  to  ferve  for  t\\Q  Commons  in 
*'  Parliament,"  might'be  read  : 

And  the  fame  vi^as  read  accordingly. 

A  Motion  V7as  made,  and  the  Qiieftion  being  put^ 
That  the  Matter  of  the  faid  Petition  be  heard  at  the 
Bar  of  this  Houfe  :  Upon  which  a  Debate  arofe.  Iii 
this  Debate,  Mr.  Pkt^  one  of  the  Sitting  Members, 
treated  the  Petition  v/ith  great  Contempt,  and  turned 
it  into  a  mere  Jeft.  Mr.  Potter  (Son  of  the  Arch- 
bifliop)  anfwered  him  as  foliows  : 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  Though  the  Subftance  of  the  Petition,  which  has  Mr.  Pottee, 
now  been  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  has,  as  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  obferve,  been  much 
fpoken  of  in  the  World ;  and  though,  before  I  came 
to  the  Houfe  To-day,  I  had  Reafon  to  expedl  that  fuch 
a  Petition  would  be  prefented,  yet  I  had  refolved  with- 
in myfelf,  to  take  no  Part  in  any  Debate  which  it 
might  occafion,  as  thinking  it  would  better  become 
me  to  hear  Reafon  from  others,  than  to  prefume  to 
offer  any  Reafonings  of  mine  to  the  Houfe.  I  am  ftill. 
Sir,  of  the  fame  Opinion,  as  to  what  would  beft  be- 
come me ;  and  I  do  not  rife  up  now,  with  the  leaft: 
Im.agination,  that  any  thing  v/hicb  I  fhall  offer  to  the 
Houfe,  will  vary  the  Sentiments  of  2livj  one  Perfon  in 
it ;  but,  Sir,  I  rife  up  to  do  myfelf  Juftice  :  For,  as 
I  look  upon  the  Matter,  contained  in  this  Petition,  to 
be  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the  Honour  of  this 
Houfe,  and  even  to  the  Exiftence  of  Parliament ;  and 
as,  to  my  very  great  Amazement,  I  fee  this  Queftion 

treated 
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Ann*  1747-    treated  with  the  grfeateft  Contempt  and  Ridicule,  hf 
^u.  —^ — ^  an  Hon.   Gentleman,  whofe  Weight  may,  perhaps, 
'    perfuade  a  Majority  to  be  of  his  Opinion,  I  think,  I 
owe  it  to  myfelf,  to  declare  my  Sentiments  on  this 
great  Occafioii,    by  fomething  more  than  the  Vote 
which  I  fliall  give.     I  hope,  Sir,  Things  are  not  yet 
X  come  to  fuch  a  Pafs,  as  to  rhalte  it  necelTary  for  any 

Man  to  go  about  to  prove  that  the  Conftitution  is  de- 
firoyed,  whenever  this  Houfe  fliall  lofe  its  Indepen- 
dency.    After  all  the  noble   Struggles  made  in  this 
Houfe  by  great  Patriots,  after  all  the  Laws  paffed  by 
the  Legiflature  to  pfeferve  that  Independency,  I  fiiould 
hope,  that  out  of  Decency,  as  well  as  out  of  Regard 
to  Truth,  I  may  be  allowed  to  argue  upon  that,  as 
upon  an  indubitable  Maxim.     The  Reprefentatives  of 
the  People,  when  they  are  chofen  to  that  OiHce,  have 
been  faid  to  be  independent,  even  of  their  Gonftituents  : 
How  necelTary  then,  Sir,  is  it,  for  this  Houfe,  to  take 
Care,  that  there  is  no  other  improper  or  corrupt  De- 
pendency ?  But,  Sir,  if  the  Miniiters  are  to  be  allov^^ed 
fo  nomiinate  to  the  Boroughs,  the  Perfons  who  fhall 
be  their  Reprefentatives,  how  are  we  to  expe(5l  an  in- 
dependent Parliament  ?  That  Minifters  m.ay  endeavour 
to  fubvert  this  Independency,  that  they  may  think  it 
even  neceiTary  to  their  ov.^n  Security,  to  c~r~pt  Par- 
liaments, We  have  too  much  Reafon  to  know :  But, 
Sir,  whatever  Pains  former  Miniilers  may  have  taken 
for  this  Purpofe,  what  undue  Methods  foever  they  may 
have  ufed  to  gain  to  themfelves  a  corrupted  Majority 
in  this  Houfe,  I  believe  Hiftory  is  not  able  to  produce 
an  Inftance  equal  to  the  prefent,  of  a  wife  and  great 
Statefman  taking  upon  himfelf  the  honourable  Em- 
ployment, of  being  an  Agent  at  a  Borough  :  It  was 
not  enough,  to  fignify  his  Commands  by  his  Under- 
lings ;  it  was  not  enough  to  folicit  Votes  in  his  own 
Perfon  ;  the  Voters,  it  feems,  could  not  be  trufted  out 
of  his  Prefence,  and,  therefore,  they  were  to  be  at- 
tended even  to  the  Poll.  But,   Sir,  this  great  Humility 
and  Condefcenfion  in   a  Miniftcr,  would,  in   former 
Times,  have  been  conftrued  a  moft  notorious  Invafion 
of  the  Rights  of  the  People,  and  of  the  Privileges  of 
this  Houfe.     And,  Sir,  what  will  the  People  fay  to 
us  ?  or  what  will  they  think  of  our  Independency,  if 
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we  arc  not  as  jealous  of  their  Rights,  and  as  tenacious  Anno  1747. 
of  our  own  Privileges,  as  any  of  our  PredeceiTors  have  V  -,-  ,_;» 
been  ?  What  v/ill  they  think,  Sir,  if,  after  feeing  one 
Parhament  difiblved  in  a  new  and  unprecedented,  I 
had  almolt  faid  an  unconftitutional  Manner,  they  fhall 
be  told,  that  the  Minifters  have  been  nominating  their 
Reprefentatives  in  the  next,  even  without  the  Cere- 
mony of  a  Conge  d'EIire  ^  But,  Sir,  ftill  further  ;  what 
will  they  think,  ii  they  fhall  be  told,  that  this  Pro- 
ceeding of  the  Minifters  has  been  laid  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  will 
not,  or  dare  not,  cenfure  him  f  There  have  been 
Times,  Sir,  when  no  Man  v/as  thought  too  great  to 
be  accountable  to  this  Houfe  for  his  ConduiSt ;  and  I 
could  give  an  Inftance,  even  in  my  own  Memory,  cf 
a  great  and  an  able  Statefman,  whofe  long  Adminiilra- 
tion  was  an  Honour  and  Benefit  to  his  Country,  and 
whofe  Condu<3:  this  Houfe  thought  fit  to  enquire  into, 
by  the  mof^  fevere  Scrutiny,  To  have  fuch  a  Minif- 
ter,  Sir,  in  the  prefent  m.elancholy  Situation  of  AfFairs, 
when  we  fland  fo  m^uch  in  Need  of  wife  and  able 
Counfellors,  I  am  afraid  is  not  our  Fate :  But  if  ever^ 
to  our  Shatne,  the  Annals  of  this  Period  fhall  be  deli- 
vered down  to  Pofterity  by  a  faithful  Hiftorian,  he 
will  have,  Sir,  a  new  Portrait  to  draw,  of  a  Minifter, 
the  mofl  incapable,  though  the  mof^  ambitious ;  the 
weakefl,  though  the  m.of^  infolent ;  the  moll  pufilla- 
nimous,  though  the  moft  prefumptuous'— — 

Here  Mr.  Pelham  called  to  Order,  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

<  I  rife  up.  Sir,  to  prevent  that  young  Gentleman's  Mr.  Felham> 
being  more  diforderly,  than  he  has  been  already  :  He 
has  been  drawing  a  Chara^cer,  Sir,  which  he  muit  in- 
tend far  Somebody,  though  as  yet  he  has  named  No- 
body. I  would  have  him..  Sir,  take  Care  Vv'hat  he  is 
doing  ;  and  that,  if  he  does  name  any  one^  he  fhould 
be  prepared  to  prove  Vi^hat  he  has  faid.' 

Mr.  Potter  then  proceeded. 
'  — I  am  glad  to  find,  that  the  Irregularity  which  Mr.  Pctter, 
th«  Hon.  Gentleman  would  lay  to  my  Charge,  is  fuch 

4  only 


Anno  1747.  only  as  1  might  hereafter  have  committed,  in  what  I 
was  going  to  fay  5  for  it  would  be  Matter  of  great 
Concern  to  me,  to  have  offended  again  ft  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe,  efpecially  at  a  Time  when  I  was  exerting 
myfelf,  and,  I  hope,  with  no  unbecoming  Zeal,  in 
Support  of  their  moil  valuable  Privileges.  My  Sub- 
jeft,  indeed,  had  naturally  led  me  to  do  that  Juftice, 
which,  I  thought,  was  due  to  the  Memory  of  a  great 
and  an  able  Statefman ;  and  I  am  forry  to  find,  that 
Encomiums  upon  that  great  Man,  give  fo  much  Of- 
fence to  that  Hon.  G-entleman.  With  Regard  to  the 
Charadler,  vv^hich  I  have  drawn  by  Way  of  Contraft, 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  fays  truly,  I  have  not  named 
any  one  to  whom  I  would  apply  it ;  nor  do  I  think, 
Sir,  that  I  have  been  fo  ill  a  Painter,  as  to  make  it 
neceffary  for  me  to  write  the  Names  of  thofe  to  whom 
it  may  belong.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  feems  to  fufpe6l 
it  was  intended  but  for  one  Man,  and,  perhaps,  he  is 
not  miftaken  !  But  if  upon  Examination  it  fhall  be 
found  to  fit  more  than  one,  more  are  v/eicome  to  take 
it;  if  it  fits  no  one,  it  is  as  if  it  had  never  been 
drawn.  . 

'  To  return,  therefore,  to  my  Subje6l5  in  v/hich  I 
<bught  not  to  have  been  interrupted :  When  I  firfl: 
heard  the  Petition  read  at  yoiir  Table,  I  could  hardly 
believe  it  poiBble  that  the  Allegations  it  contained 
were  founded  upon  Truth  :  I  expedled  to  have  heard 
the  Friends  of  the  noble  Perfon,  who  is  the  Obje6l  of 
it,  boldly  denying  the  Charge,  and  calling"  loudly 
upon  the  Accufers  to  juftify  it;  I  was  determined  not 
to  believe  it,  unlefs  fupported  by  the  ftrongeft  Proof. 
But,  Sir,  how  great  was  my  Amazement,  when  I 
heard  an  honourable  Gentleman,  v/ho  was.  privy  to 
the  whole  Tranfaclion,  not  only  admitting  every  Fa6l 
alledged  to  be  true,  but  openly  avowing  and  atte?nptwg 
to  jitftify  them !  In  what  Light  they  mxay  appear  to 
him.  Sir,  he  can  beft  tell  you;  but  to  me,  Sir,  it 
feems  moft  manifeft,  that  as  the  Condu61:  complained 
of  was  the  greateft  Injury  that  could  be  done  to  our 
Privileges,  the  Attempt  to  juftlfy  it  is  the  greateft  In- 
fult  upon  our  Underftandings.  In  what  other  Light, 
Sir,  can  it  appear  to  us,  than  as  the  laft  and  utmoft 
Effort  of  one  who  was  determined,  at  any  Rate,  to 
3  procure 
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procure  a  Majority  in  this  Houfe,  of  Perfons  attached  Anno  1747. 
to  himfelf,  his  ovm  Creatures,  the  Tools  of  his 
Power  ?  I  wiih  to  God,  Sir,  nothing  may  happen  To- 
day, to  give  the  People  Room  to  fufpe^^  that  he  has 
been  too  fuccefsful.  What  more,  Sir,  could  he  have 
done  ?  Or  v/hat  greater  Infult  is  it  poflible  for  him  to 
oiFer,  unlefs  he  fhould  come  even  within  the  Walls  of 
the  Houfe  to  direct  our  Determinations  ? — After  what 

he  has  done 1  fhould  not  wonder,  Sir,   if  he  did 

come  and  take  that  Chair,  and  tell  you  (as  we  were 
told  formerly)  that  your  Mace  was  a  Bauble,  and  that 
you  fliould  keep  it  only  while  you  pleafe  him. — -Your 
Mace,  Sir,  is  a  Bauble,  and  fo  is  every  other  Enfign 
of  Authorit)^,  unlefs  you  can  preferve  your  Indepen- 
dency.  A  Dependence  upon  the  Crown,  Sir,  would 

in  the  End  prove  fatal  to  our  Liberties ;  but  a  De- 
pendence upon  the  Minifter,  as  it  is  infinitely  more 
difhonourable,  is  infinitely  more  dangerous.  One  might 
fuppofe.  Sir,  fome  Security  to  a  People  from  the  Ho- 
nour of  a  crov/ned  Head,  and  from  the  folemn  Com- 
pacts that  are  made  between  them  and  their  Sovereign. 
I  know  of  no  Compails  that  are,  or  can  be  made, 
between  a  MiniHer  and  the  People.  I  can  fuppofe  too^ 
Sir,  that  in  fome  future  Time,  a  Minifter  may  arife 
profligate  enough  to  carry  his  Views  fo  high,  as  to 
attempt  to  make  both  King  and  People  fubfervient  to 
his  own  Ambition  :  I  can  imagine  fuch  a  one.  Sir, 
taking  advantage  of  fome  general  Calamity,  or  Time 
of  general  Confufion,  by  a  corrupt  parliamentary  In- 
fluence, opprefiing  even  the  King  upon  his  Throne, 
and  making  the  crowned  Head  a  Prifoner  in  his  Clofet. 
I  can  imagine  him.  Sir,  fo  blown  up  v/ith  Folly  and 
Self-Conceit,  as  to  becom^e  a  Competitor  even  with 
thofe  who  fhall  be  of  royal  Blood,  for  Pofts.  of  Dig- 
nity, or  Titles  of  Honour  ;  and  he  may  fay,  Sir,  (it 
is  hardly  pofiible,  indeed)  but  he  m.ay  even  proftitute 
the  Nam.e  of  the  Crov/n  to  fupport  and  affift  his  Pre- 
tenfions.  This,  Sir,  I  fay,  is  a  Picbure  which  I  can 
draw  in  my  own  Mind,  of  the  miferable  Situation  of 
this  Country,  if  ever  the  Parliament  fhould  become 
dependent  on  a  Minifter.  But  as  this  can  never  hap- 
pen, but  In  fome  Time  of  general  Infatuation,  or  ge- 
neral Corruption,  the  Wifdom  and  Virtue  of  the  pre- 
VoL.  III.  G  fent 
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Anno  1747.  fent  Age  fcarce  fecure  us  from  feeing  It  otherwife  than 
^11.  I  -^-  '  *  in  Imagination  :  But,  Sir,  whatever  I  fee,  or  what- 
ever I  feel,  God  forbid  that,  by  any  AS:  or  Vote  of 
mine,  I  j(hould  make  the  Way  eafy  for  fuch  Miferies 
to  overwhelm  any  future  Generation.  The  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  pleafed  to  fay  that  this  zvas  a  new  Cafe^  and 
that  there  was  no  Precedent  upon  our  'Journals  to  guide  our 
Proceedings :  But  let  it  be  remembered,  Sir,  that  this 
can  never  be  the  Cafe  again,  fmce  the  Vote  of  To-day 
will  remain  upon  our  Books  an  eternal  Precedent  to 
Pofterity,  and  a  Law  to  this  Houfe  for  the  future. 
For  God's  Sake,  then.  Sir,  let  us  confider  a  little, 
what  Sort  of  a  Law  we  are  going  to  make  ;  let  us  re-, 
member,  that  if  the  prefent  Tranfa6l:ion  pafTes  uncen- 
fured,  and  is  declared  free  from  Guilt,  we  may  here- 
after fee  every  Peer  of  Parliament,  every  Secretary, 
and  other  Officers  of  State,  every  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  his  Treafury  Bags  under  his  Arm, 
attending  and  foliciting  Elections ;  and  when  they  {hall 
be  called  upon  in  this  Houfe  to  juilify  their  Proceed- 
ings, they  Hiall  tell  you  they  have  done  nothing  but 
what  they  had  a  Right  to  do,  and  that  fuch  was  the 
Opinion  of  this  wife,  this  independent,  this  freely 
ele6led  Parliament. 

*  Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  thofe  Perfons,  who  will  ever 
be  for  extending  the  Privileges  of  this  Houfe  to  any 
ridiculous  or  romantic  Degree  :  If  I  could  but  per- 
fuade  myfelf,  that  there  v/as  the  leaft  Room  to  doubt 
upon  this  Occafion,  I  fliould  think  that  Humanity 
obliged  me  to  put  the  mildeft  Conftru6lion.  But 
really.  Sir,  upon  my  Word,  I  think  the  Infult  of- 
fered to  the  Houfe  to  be  of  fo  flagrant  a  Nature ;  I 
think  the  Precedent  muft  prove  fo  dangerous  to  the 
Honour  and  Independency  of  Parliament ;  I  think  the 
Confequences  m^ufl:  be  fo  deflru6tive  to  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  as  to  deferve  and  demand  the  fevereft  Animad- 
verfion.  The  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  a(k. 
What  is  the  Ohje5i  of  the  Petition  ?  Sir,  I  will  tell  him 
what  the  Objecl  is  j  it  is  the  Security,  the  Freedom  of 
Parliaments,  and  prote6ting  the  Privileges  of  the  Qom- 
mons  of  Great-Bj^itain.  Surely,  Sir,  from  this  Houfe 
the  Commons  of  Great-Britain  have  a  Right  to  expe6t 
Juftice :  Their  inoft  valuable  Privileges  have  been 
5  trampled 
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trampled  upon  and  infulted,  and  they  coiTse  now  by   'Anno  1747. 
this    Petition  to  demand   Juftice :    Juftice,  Sir,  they  ' 
will  receive,  and,  I  hope,  now ;  but  of  one  Thing  I 
am  fure,  that  fooner  or  later  they  will  have  it.' 
[The  Petition  was  difmiffed  by  24.7  againft  96,] 

The  Cafe  of  a  double  Return  for  the  Borough  of 
Miiborn-PoTt  came  next  under  Confideration.  Michael 
Harvey  and  yeffery  French^  Efqrs.  and  Tljomas  Medly- 
cott  and  Charles  Churchill^  Efqrs.  were  returned.  This 
being  a  Borough  by  Prefcription,  according  to  the  an- 
cient Ufage  and  Cuftom  thereof,  there  have  always 
been  in  it  nine  Capital  Bailiffs,  who  hold  their  refpe£live 
Offices  by  Virtue  of  Deputations  granted  by  the  Pro- 
prietors of  'nine  ancient  Parcels  of  Borough  Lands, 
two  of  them  prefide  yearly,  by  Rotation,  as  head  Offi- 
cers ;  and  thefe  two  prefiding  Capital  BailiiFs  may,  if 
they  pleafe,  (at  a  Court-Leet  held  in  Ocfoher  yearly)  ap- 
point Subflitutes  to  execute  the  menial  Offices  of  the 
Borough,  who  are  called  Sub-Bailiffs. 

This  Borough  difcontinued  fending  Members  to  Par- 
liament for  many  Years,  but  was  reftored  to  its  an- 
cient Privileges  in  the  fourth  of  King  Charles  I.  fmce 
which  Time  it  has  continued  to  fend  tv/o  Members  to 
every  Parliament,  and  the  Sheriff's  Precept  for  chufmg 
Members  is  ahvays  diredted  to  the  Bailiffs  thereof. 
For  feveral  Years  after  the  Borough  was  reffored  to  its 
Privileges,  the  two  prefiding  Capital  Bailiffs,  when 
prefent,  or  one  of  them,  when  the  other  was  abfent, 
enjoyed  the  fole  Right  of  making  the  Return  to  the 
Sheriff's  Precept,  that  is  to  fay,  of  returning  the 
Members,  they  thought  legally  chofen ;  but  fince  the 
Reftoration,  thefe  7iine  ancient  Parcels  of  Borough 
Lands  having  been  all  ingroffed,  and  become-  the 
Property  of  two  neighbouring  Gentlemien,  by  Agree- 
ment between  themfeives,  they  or  fom.e  of  their  Friends 
were  generally  chofen  and  returned  without  Oppofi- 
tton;  and  as  it  often  happened,  that  neither  of  the 
Capital  prefiding  Bailiffs  v/ere  prefent,  the  Pveturn  was 
often  made  by  their  Subflritutes  or  Sub-Bailiffs  ;  but 
fometimes  by  the  Capital  Bailiff  or  Bailiffs,  and  mcft 
frequently  by  the  Bailiffs  and  Burgefc  of  the  laid 
Borough. 

G  2  '  This 
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Anno  1747.  This  was  the  Conftitution  and  CuHom  of  the  faid 
Borough  at  the  Time  of  the  laft  Election,  when  Tho^ 
7nas  Medlycott^  Efq;  and  Williafn  BlJIoop^  were  the  pre- 
fiding  Capital  BailifFs,  and  one.  Jrthur  Jn/fy  (faid  to 
be  a  common  Day-labourer,  and  Servant  to  the  faid 
Thomas  Medlycott)  was  the  Sub-BailifF  appointed  by 
him  the  faid  Thomas  Medlycott.  The  Candidates  were 
Michael  Harvey  and  Jeffery  French^  Efqrs.  of  one  Side, 
and  the  faid  Thomas  Medlycott  and  Charles  Chur chilly 
Efqrs.  of  the  other ;  and  when  the  Election  was  over, 
a  Return  of  the  two  former  was  made  to  the  Sheriff  by 
the  faid  William  Bijhop^  which  he  accepted  and  an- 
nexed to  his  Precept;  but  fome  Days  after,  another 
Return  of  the  two  latter  was  made  to  the  Sheriff  by 
the  faid  Arthur  Anjiy^  which  he  likewife  accepted  and 
annexed  to  his  Precept,  fo  that  his  Writ  was  returned 
with  a  double  Return  for  the  faid  Borough,  and  which 
was  the  legal  Return  was  the  Queftion,  and  the  only 
Qiieftion  that  by  Order  came  to  be  determined  on 
Tuefday  the  ift  of  December  laft. 

As  to  the  Return  made  by  William  Bijhop^  it  was 
obje6led,  ift.  That  the  Sub-BailifFs,  and  not  the  Ca- 
pital BailifFs,  were  by  the  Cuftom  of  that  Borough 
the  returning  Oiicers  ;  and  2dly,  That  the  faid  Wil- 
liam Bijhop  was  not  properly  qualified  to  a61:,  becaufe 
he  had  not  previouOy  taken  any  Oath  of  Office. 

To  the  firil  Objedlion  it  was  anfwered,.  That  by  the 
Cuftom  of  the  Borough  the  Sub-Bailifrs  never  a6led 
but  in  the  Abfence,  or  by  the  Orders  or  PermifTion  of 
their  Principals  ;  and  when  either  of  the  Capital  Bailiffs 
were  prefent,  neither  of  the  Sub-BailifFs  could  a(3:  as 
a  prefiding  Officer,  the  Capital  Bailiff  prefent  being 
then  the  fole  prefiding  Officer. 

To  the  fecond  Obje6l;ion  it  was  anfwered.  That 
Williafn  BiJl)op  had  taken  all  the  Oaths  requifite  by 
Law,  but  that  an  Oath  of  Office  was  not  requifite 
either  by  Law,  or  the  Cuftom  of  that  Borough,  as 
had  been  admitted  by  the  faid  Thomas  Medlycott  him- 
felf. 

Then  as  to  the  Return  made  by  Arthur  Anfiy^  it 
was  objected,  ift,  That  as  he  was  only  a  Sub-Bailiff, 
and  both  the  Capital  prefiding  Bailiffs  not  only  prefent, 
but  adling  as  prefiding  Officers,  he  could  not  a(5l  as  a 
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prefiding  Officer  in  any  Affair  whatfoever,  much  lefs  Anno  1747. 
in  fuch  a  principal  one  as  that  of  returning  Members 
to  Parliament ;  and  2dly,  That  the  Return  made  by 
the  faid  Arthur  Anfty  was  void,  by  Virtue  of  a  R.efo- 
lution  of  that  Houfe  of  the  2d  of  'June^  1685,  by 
which  it  was  refolved,  "  That  no  Mayor,  Bailiff,  or 
"  other  OfHcer,  to  whom  the  Precept  ought  to  be  di- 
"  re6led,  is  capable  of  being  eledled  to  ferve  in  Par- 
*'  liament  for  the  fame  Borough  of  which  he  is  Mayor, 
"  Bailiff,  or  Officer,  at  the  Time  of  the  Ekaion  :" 
And  as  the  Return  made  by  the  faid  Arthur  Anfty ^  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  be  a  Return  made  by  the  faid  Thomas 
Medlycott^  whofe  Subftitute  and  Servant  he  was,  ac- 
cording to  the  Axiom  in  Law,  ^i  facit  per  alium^ 
fac'it  per  fe  ^  therefore  by  this  Refolution  it  ought  to  be 
void. 

To  the  firft  Objedion  it  was  anfwered.  That  by 
the  Cuftom  of  the  Borough,  the  Sub-Bailiffs  were  the 
only  proper  returning  Officers,  confequently  the  Re- 
turn made  by  Arthur  Anjiy  was  the  only  legal  Return  ; 
and  to  the  2d  it  was  anfwered,  That  if  the  Axiom  of 
Law  were  to  be  applied  to  the  Eleftions  for  this  Bo- 
rough, neither  of  the  two  Proprietors  of  the  nine 
ancient  Parcels  of  Borough  Lands  could  ever  be  chofen 
or  returned  as  Reprefentatives  for  this  Borough,  be- 
caufe  both  the  Capital  and  Sub-Bailiffs  are  but  their 
Deputies ; .  and  as  this  would  be  inconfiflent  with 
common  Senfe,  as  well  as  contrary  to  the  Cuflom  of 
the  Borough,  ever  fmce  the  abovementioned  Refolu- 
tion, it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Houfe  thereby 
intended  to  render  the  Sub-Bailiffs  of  this  Borough 
incapable  of  returning  either  their  immediate  Princi- 
pals, the  Capital  Bailiffs,  or  their  remote  Principals, 
the  Proprietors  of  thefe  ancient  Parcels  of  Borough 
Lands. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Houfe,  after  having  fpent  two 
Days  in  hearing  Counfel,  reading  former  Returns,  ^c. 
and  examining  Witneffes,  came  to  a  Refolution, 
''  That  the  Execution  of  the  Precept  for  eledHng 
*'  Burgelfes  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  the  Borough  of 
"  Milborn-Port^  and  the  making  of  the  Return  there- 
"  of,  are  only  in  the  two  Sub-Bailiffs  of  the  faid  Bo- 
/'  rough,  or  in  one  Sub-Bailiff,  if  there  are  not  twoj'*  in 
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Anno  1747.  confeqiience  of  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  bj 
Order,  took  off  the  File  the  Return  made  by  William 
Bifoop^  and  the  faid  Thomas  Medlycoit  and  Charles 
Churchill^  Efqrs.  became  thereby  the  only  fitting 
Members. 

The  next  contefted  EIe6lion  we  fhall  take  Notice 
of,  was  that  for  Wareham  in  the  County  of  Dorfet.^  in 
which  yohn  Pitt  and  Robert-Banks  Hodgkinfon^  Efqrs, 
were  the  Petitioners,  and  Henry  Drax  and  Thomas-Erie 
Drax^  Efqrs.  were  the  fitting  Members.  The  Flear- 
ing  of  this  Election  came  on  January  the  19th,  and 
the  Queftion  difputed  was  about  the  Right  of  electing, 
which,  according  as  it  was  ftated  by  the  Petitioners, 
was  to  be  only  in  the  Mayor  and  Magiftrates  of  the  faid 
Borough,  and  in  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  fame  as 
pay  Scot  and  Lot,  and  in  the  Freeholders  of  Lands  or 
Tenements  there,  who  have  been  hona  fide^  to  their 
own  Ufe,  in  the  a6i:ual  Occupation,  or  in  the  Receipt 
of  the  Rents  and  Profits,  of  fuch  Lands  or  Tene- 
ments, for  the  Space  of  one  whole  Year  next  before 
the  Eie£l:ion  ;  except  the  fame  came  to  fuch  Free- 
holders, by  Defcent,  Devife,  Marriage,  Marriage- 
Settlement,  or  Promotion  to  fome  Benefice  in  the 
Church. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Right  of  ele£l:ing^  accord- 
ing as  it  was  ftated  by  the  fitting  Members,  was  to  be 
in  the  Mayor  and  Magiilrates  of  the  faid  Borough, 
and  in  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  there  as  pay  Scot  and 
Lot,  and  in  all  the  Freeholders  of  the  fame. 

On  the  Part  of  the  Petitioners  feveral  Witnefles 
were  examined,  and  a  Petition  of  George  Pitt^  Efq;  in 
the  Year  1722.5  complaining  of  an  undue  Eie6tion  and 
Return  for  the  faid  Borough,  was  read  ;  in  order  to 
prove  the  Right  of  ele6i;ing  to  be  as  they  had  flated  it : 
And  on  the  Part  of  the  fitting  Members  feveral  Wit- 
neffes  were  examined  for  proving  the  Right  of  dealing 
to  be  as  flated  by  them  ;  and  befides  two  Journals  of 
the  Hon fe  were  read,  one  of  the  15th  of  ymie^  1 661, 
and  another  of  the  2,2d  ot  December^  1690,  from  which  it 
appeared,  ''  That  it  \-\?A  been  tv/ice  refolved  by  the 
*'  Houfe,  that  the  Right  of  eleiling  was  in  the  Mayor, 
"  Magiflrates,  Inhabitants  that  paid  Scot  and  Lot, 
*'  and   in   the    Freeholders    of    the   faid   Borough." 

(Without 
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(Without  any  Limitation  as  to  the  Freeholders  havijig    Anno  1747, 
been  in  PofTeffion  for  a  Twelve-month  preceding.)^ 

From  thefe  Journals  the  fitting  Members  argued. 
That  every  Man  v/ho  was  a  Freeholder  in  the  faid 
Borough  had  a  Right  to  vote  at  the  laft  Election,  even 
fuppofina;  he  had  not  bought  or  entered  upon  his  Free- 
hold till  the  Day  before  the  Election ;  and  that  the 
Hdufe  could  not  now  from  any  Proof  of  a  contrary 
Cuftom  determine  otherwife,  becaufe  of  the  Act  of 
the  fecond  Year  of  his  prefent  A/Iajefty,  which  ex- 
prefsly  enafts,  "  That  fuch  Votes  fhall  be  deemed  to 
'^  be  legal,  which  have  been  fo  declared  by  the  laft 
'^  Determination  In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which 
''  Determination  concerning  any  County,  Shire,  City, 
''  Borough,  Cinque-Port,  or  Place,  lliall  be  final  to  ail 
^'  Intents  and  Purpofes,  any  Ufage  to  the  contrary 
*'  notwithftanding."  Nay,  -they  argued.  That  the 
Petitioners  ought  not  to  have  been  admitted  to  offer 
any  Evidence  for  proving,  that  by  the  Cuftom  in  this 
Borough  the  Right  of  voting  had  been  confined  to 
thofe  Freeholders,  that  had  been  In  PoiTeflion  of  their 
Freeholds  for  the  Space  of  one  v/hole  Year  next  before 
the  Eledion^  becaufe,  by  the  ftanding  Order  of  the 
Hdufe,  made  the  i6th  of  January^  ^735"^?  the  Coun- 
'^  fel  at  the  Bar,  or  before  the  Committee  of  Privi- 
*'  leges  and  Elecl:ions,  are  to  be  reftralned  from  offer- 
'^  ing  Evidence  touching  the  Legality  of  Votes  for 
^'  Members  to  ferve  in  Parliament  for  any  County, 
*'  Shire,  City,  Borough,  Cinque-Port,  or  Place,  con- 
"  trary  to  the  laft  Determination  of  the  Houfe  of 
^'  Commons." 

It  v/as  anfwered,  That  neither  In  the  Year  1661, 
nor  in  the  Year  1690,  there  had  been  any  Quef{;ion 
before  the  Houfe,  whether  all  the  Freeholders  of  this 
Borough  had  a  Right  to  vote  at  Ele£lions,  or  fuch  only 
as  had  been  In  PoffeiEon  of  their  Freeholds  for  the 
Space  of  a  Year  next  before  the  Ele6lion  j  therefore 
this  was  a  Queftlon  that  ftill  remained  to  be  deter- 
mined ;  and  if  by  the  Cuftom  of  the  Borough,  the 
Right  of  voting  had  been  confined  to  thofe  Freehold- 
ers only  that  had  been  fo  long  In  Poffefnon,  it  was  a 
right  Cuftom,  which  ought  nov/  to  be  confirmed  and 
eftabliflied  by  their  Determination ;  for  that  the  Cuftom 
G  4  was 
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Anno  1747.  was  a  right  Cuilom,  the  whole  Legiilature  had  agreed, 
by  making  a  {landing  Law,  in  the  loth  of  Queen  Anne^ 
for  efirabhfhing  it  in  every  County  and  Shire  within 
Great-Britain. 

It  was  replied.  That  if  there  had  been  any  fuch 
Cuftom  before  the  Year  1661  or  1690,  it  is  almoft 
impoffible  to  fuppofe,  that  fome  one  of  the  contending 
Parties  would  not  have  found  his  Advantage" in  it,  and 
if  any  one  had,  it  is  equally  impoffible  to  fuppofe, 
that  he  would  not  have  taken  that  Advantage,  by 
v/hich  the  Queftion  would  then  have  been  particularly, 
inftead  of  being  only  generally  determined  ;  confe- 
quently  it  mult  be  concluded,  that  there  was  no  fuch 
Cuflom  at  either  of  thofe  Times' ;  and  no  Man's  Right 
can  be  taken  from  him  by  any  Cuftom  that  is  not  im- 
memorial. But  fuppofmg  there  had  fhen  been  fuch  a 
Cuftom,  the  Determination  of  the  then ,  Houfe  of 
Commons  being  general  as  to  all  Freeholders,  and  that 
Determination  declared  by  ASt  of  Parliament  to  be 
final,  anyUfage  to  the  .contrary  notwithjianding^  the  Cuf- 
tom  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  abrogated  by  this 
Determination  and  KQt  of  Parliarnxnt;  and,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  could  not,  upon  that  Occafion,  be  re- 
eftabliihed,  nor  could  the  Rectitude  of  the  Cuftom 
come  then  under  their  Confideration,  becaufe  they 
were  not  upon  that  Occafion  a6ting  in  their  legiflative, 
but  in  their  judicative  Capacity. 

How  the  Proof  of  this  Cuftom  ftood  cannot  be  re- 
lated, becaufe  it  was  contradidiory,  and  confequently 
depended  on  the  Credibility  of  the  Witnefles  ;  but 
upon  the  whole,  the  Houfe,  by  their  Refolution,  con- 
firmed the  Right  of  voting  as  ftated  by  the  Petitioners, 
and  the  farther  Hearing  being  adjourned  to  the  21ft, 
the  Petitioners  proceeded  to  difqualify  feveral  Performs 
who  voted  for  the  fitting  Members,  on  Account  of 
their  not  having  been  a  Year  in  Pofleffion,  or  not  bona 
fide,  and  to  their  own  Ufe  in  Pofleffion ;  after  which 
the  Flearing  was  adjourned  to  the  26th,  when  the  Coun- 
fel  for  the  fitting  Members  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that 
the  Right  of  electing  having  been  determined  otherv/ife 
than  they  expected,  they  were  not  able  to  make  a  pro- 
per Defence,  unlefs  the  Houfe  would  indulge  them 
with  further  Time,  which  they  requefted ;  but  this 

being 
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being  refufed,  they  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  fit-    Anno  1747, 
ting  Members  had  reiblved  to  give  the  Houfe  no  far-  " 
ther  Trouble;  whereupon  the  Petitioners  were  declared 
duly  el£<Sted,  and  the  Return  amended  accordingly, 

Tuefday^  February  the  2d,  came  on  the  Hearing  of 
the  Matter  of  the  Petition  of  'James  Mainwar'ing^  jun. 
Efq;  and  the  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons  whofe  Names 
were  thereunto  fubfcribed,  complaining  of  an  undue 
Election  and  Return  for  the  City  of  Chejier ;  and,  as 
their  Complaint  was  fingiy  againil  the  EleSfion  of  Phi- 
lip-Henry JVarhurton^  Eft];  he  alone  appeared  by  his 
Counfel  in  Defence  of  his  Eledlion.  Here  likewife 
the  Difpute  was  about  the  Right  of  electing,  which 
by  the  Petitioners  was  ftated  to  be  only  in  fuch  Citi- 
zens of  the  faid  City,  as  are  Inhabitants  within  the 
fame,  or  the  Liberties  thereof,  and  admitted  to  their 
Freedom  by  Birth  or  Servitude,  and  not  receiving 
Alms,  or  any  public  Charity  :  Whereas,  by  the  fit- 
ting Member,  the  Right  of  electing  was  ftated  to  be  in 
the  Freemen  of  the  faid  City  in  general. 

The  Petitioners  produced  the  original  Charter  grant- 
ed to  this  City  by  King  Henry  VII.  and  a  Confirma- 
tion thereof  by  Qiieen  Elizabeth's  Letters  Patent, 
from  both  whi(ih  it  appeared,  that  the  Right  of  ele6ling 
the  Mayor,  and  feveral  other  Officers  of  the  faid  City, 
was,  by  the  faid  Charter,  veiled  in  the  Citizens  com- 
morant  within  the  faid  City;  and,  that  commorant 
Citizens  only  were  eligible  into  thofe  Offices  ;  and 
though  it  appeared  that  Numbers  of  Perfons  had  been 
admitted  Freemen  of  this  City  by  Purchafe,  or  gratis, 
without  being  intitled  to  their  Admiiiion  by  Birth  or 
Servitude,  yet  it  was  proved  by  fome  Witneffes,  that 
anciently  fuch  Citizens  only  had  enjoyed  the  Right  to 
vote  at  Elections  of  Parliament-men,  as  were  intitled 
to  their  Freedom  by  Birth  or  Servitude,  and  were,  at 
the  Time  of  the  Election,  Inhabitants  within  the  faid 
City,  or  Liberties  thereof. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  fitting  Member  fhewed, 
from  the  Refolutions  of  that  Houfe,  fo  far  back  as  the 
fecond  of  William  and  A4ary^  that  other  Freemen  had 
voted  at  Elections  ;  and  having  produced  feveral  Polls 
taken  at  Ele6tions  of  Parliament-men  for  the  faid 
City,  he  propofed  to  prove,  that  many  of  the  Perfons 

who 
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Anno  1-747.  "^'^^  voted  at  each  of  the  faid  EIe6t:ions,  were  not 
commorant  in  the  faid  City  when  they  voted ;  but  the 
fame  was  admitted  by  the  Petitioners,  Then  he  pro- 
pofed  to  prove,  ift,  That  feveral  honorary  "and  non- 
refident  Freemen  had  been  elected  into  the  Offices  of 
Mayor  and  Sheriffs,  and  had  voted  at  the  Eleftions  of 
Mayors  and  Sheriffs,  adiy.  That  honorary  Freemen 
had  exercifed  T  rades  within  the  faid  City,  jdly.  That 
Freemen  who  had  purchafed  their  Freedom,  were  ex- 
empted from  the  Payment  of  Toll,  as  well  as  other 
Freemen  i  but  the  whole  was  admitted  by  the  Peti- 
tioners. 

However,  as  thefe  Cuftoms  were  contrary  to  their 
original  Charter,  the  Houfe  refolved,  "  That  the 
''  Right  of  elefting  Citizens  to  ferve  in  Parliament, 
*^  for  the  City  of  Chefter^  is  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
*'  and  Common-council  of  the  faid  City,  and  in  fuch 
*'  of  the  Freemen  of  the  faid  City,  not  receiving 
•'  Alms,  as  fhall  have  been  commorant  within  the 
*^  fame,  or  the  Liberties  thereof,  for  the  Space  of  one 
*'  whole  Year  next  before  the  Ele6lion." 

Though  this  Determination  was  in  favour  of  the 
Petitioners,  yet  as  foon  as  they  had  obtained  it,  they 
declared,  they  would  give  the  Houfe  no  farther  Trou- 
ble, and  confequently  it  was  refolved,  nemlne  contradi- 
cente^  that  Philip-Henry  Warhurton^  Efq;  was  duly 
ele6led. 

And  oiiThurfday^  February  11,  came  on  the  Hear- 
ing of  the  controverted  Eie6tion  for  the  City  of  JVor- 
cefier^  in  which  Robert  T^racy^  Efq;  was  the  Petitioner, 
and  the  fitting  Member,  whofe  Ele6lion  was  com- 
plained of,  was  Thomas-Geers  Winford^  Efq.  Here 
alfo  the  Right  of  ele6ling  was  difputed  ;  for  the  Peti- 
tioner flated  it  to  be  in  the  Citizens  of  the  faid  City, 
not  receiving  Alms,  and  admitted  to  their  Freedom 
by  Birth  or  Servitude,  or  by  Redemption,  in  order  to 
trade  v/ithin  the  faid  City  ;  and  the  faid  fitting  Mem- 
ber flated  it  to  be  in  the  Freemen  of  the  faid  City  not 
receiving  Alms. 

For  proving  the  Right  of  ele61:ing  to  be  as  ftated  by 
the  Petitioner,  the  original  Charter  granted  to  this 
City  by  King  Henry  III.  in  the  nth  Year  of  his  Reign, 
■^v^as  produced,  whereby  it  appeared,  that  all  Perfons 

who 
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who  were  not  free  of  the  Mercatory  of  the  fald  City,   Anno  1747. 

were  reftrained  from  exercifing  any  Trade  within  tlie  ' 

fame,  or  the  Suburbs  thereof,  uniefs  with  the  Confent 

of  the  Citizens  ;  and  it  v/as  proved,  that  no  Entries 

of  the  Admifiion  of  honorary  Freemen  appear  in  the 

Books  of  the  faid  Corporation,  before  the  Year  1639 ; 

and  that  afterwards,  when  any  fuch  were  admitted,  it 

was  under  feveral  RefLri6lions. 

Of  the  other  Side,  the  fitting  Member  endeavoured 
to  prove  by  one  V/itnefs,  that  all  Freemen  had  a  Right 
to  vote  at  EIecl:ions  of  Parliament-men  for  the  faid 
City ;  but  this  Proof  not  being  fufficient,  and  the 
Cuftomg,of  admitting  honorary  Freemen  having  been 
fo  lately  introduced,  the  Houfe  refolved,  ''  That  the 
"  Right  of  elefting  Citizens  to  ferve  in  Parliament, 
"  for  the  City  of  Worcefter^  is  in  the  Citizens  of  the 
*'  faid  City,  not  receiving  Alms,  and  admitted  to 
'^  their  Freedom  by  Birth  or  Servitude,  or  by  Re- 
*'  demption,  in  order  to  trade  within  the  faid  City." 

Upon  this  the  fitting  Member  ftood  up  in  his  Place, 
and  acquainted  the  Houfe,  That  according  to  this  Re- 
folution,  he  could  not  make  out  a  Majority  of  Votes, 
therefore  he  would  give  the  Houfe  no  farther  Trouble; 
whereupon  Robert  Tracy^  Efq;  was  declared  duly  elec- 
ted, and  the  Return  amended  accordingly. 

As  to  the  other  controverted  Elections,  no  Point  of 
a  public  Nature  was  determined  in  any  of  them,  the 
only  Queftion  being,  v/hich  of  the  Candidates  had  the 
Majority  of  Votes.  The  Petitions  being  all  deter- 
mined, the  following  is 

yf  LIST  of  the  Members  eleSied  for  the  Tenth  Parlia^ 
ment  of  Great-Britain. 

The  Members  not  in  laft  Parliament  are  in  Italich, 

Abingdon,  Berh»  Sir  Peter  Thompfin 
yOhn  Morton  Aldborough,  SttffolL 

Agmondefham,  Buch.  William  Windham 

Sir  Henry  Marfiial,  Kt.  ^'"^'^  Fcnnereau  ^ 
William  Drake  Aldborough,  TorkJIo, 

St.  Albans,  Hertfordjh.  Andrew  Wilkinfon 

James  Weil  Nathanael  Newuham 


Aller. 
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Anno  J 747.      Allerton,  (North)  York, 
Henry  Pierfe 
Henry  Lafcelles 

Andover,  HampJInre. 
Vifc.  Lymington 
John  Pollen 

Anglefea,  Wales,^ 
Sir  Nicholas  Bay  ley 

Appleby,    Weftinoreland. 
Sir  John  Ramfden 
Randle  Wiibraham 

Arundel,  Suffex, 
Garton  Orme 
Theobald  Taaffe 

Afhburton,  Devonjh. 
John  Arfcot 
John  Harris 

Aylefbury,  Bucks, 
Earl  of  Inchiquin 
Edward  Willes 

Banbury,  Oxfordjh, 
John  Willes 

Barnftaple,  Devonjh. 
Henry  Rolle 
Thomas  Benfon 

Bath,  Somerfetjh. 
Gen.  George  Wade 
Robert  Henly 

Beaumaris,  Wales. 
Lord  Vifc.  Bulkeley 
Bedfordfhire. 
Sir  Danvers  Ojhorne^  Bart, 
Thomas  Aljlone^  Efq-j 

Bedford. 
Thomas  Gore 
John  Offley 

Bedwin,  Great  TVilts, 
Lafcelles  Metcalf 
William  Sloper 

Berkfhire, 
Penyftone  Powney 
Henry  Pye 
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Berwick. 
Lord  Vifc.  Barrington? 
Thomas  Watfon 

Beverley,  Torkjh. 
Charles  Pelham 
Sir  Will.  Cod-rington^  Bart, 

Bewdiey,  Worcefierjh. 
W^illam  Bowles 

Biihops-Caftle,  Salop, 
Samuel  Child 
John-Robinfo72  Lytton 

Blechingly,  Surrey, 
SirKenrick  Clayton,  Bart, 
William  Clayton 

Bodmin,  CorjiwalL 
John  Laroche 
Sir  William  Irby,  Bart. 
Boralfton,  Devonjh. 
Sir  William  Morden 
Sir  Fra.  Henry  Drake^  Bt, 

Boroughbridge,  York. 
W.  Murray,  Sol.  General 
Earl  of  Dalkeith 

Bofliney,  CornwalL 
Edward  Wortley 
Richard  Heath 

Bofton,  Lincolnjh, 
Lord  Vere  Bertie 
John  Michell 

Brackly,  Northamp, 
Sewallis  Shirley 
.     Richard  Lyttelton 

Bramber,  SuJJex, 
Capt.  Harry  Gough 
Jofeph  Damer 

Breconfhire. 
Thomas  Morgan 

Brecon  Town. 
John  Talbot 

Bridgewater,  Somerfet, 
Rt.  Hon.  Geo.Doddington 
Peregrine  Poulet 


Bridportj 


c 

Bridport,  Dorfet. 
James  Grenville 
"John-Frederick  Phiney 

Briftol. 
Edward  Southv/ell 
Robert  Hoblyn 

Bridgnorth,  ^alop. 
Sir  Thomas  Whitmore 
Arthur  Weaver 

Buckinghamfhire. 
5/r  William  Stanhope 
Richard  Lowndes 

Buckingham  Tov/n. 
Richard  Grenville 
George  Grenville 

"Calne,  Wilts. 
Colonel  William  Elliot 
William  Ncrthey 

Cambridgeihire. 
Philip  Yorke 
Soame  Jenyns 

Cambridge  Town. 
Lord  Dupplin 
Samuel  Shephard 

Cambridge  TJniverJity. 
Hon.  Edward  Finch 
Hon.  Thomas Townflie 
Cam  el  ford,  Cor  nw  all. 
Earl  of  Londonderry 
Samuel  Martyn 

Canterbury. 
Thomas  Bell 
Matthew  Rohinfon,  jun. 
Cardiffe,  Glamor ganfn, 
Thomas  Edmonds 

Cardigan(hire. 
'John  Lhyd 

Cardigan  Town. 
John  Simmofis 

Carlifle,  Cumberland. 
Col.  Charles  Howard 
John  Stanwix 
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Carmarthenfhire. 
John  Vaughan 

Carmarthen  Town. 
Thom^as  Matthews 

Carnarvanfhire. 
William  Bodvel 

Carnarvan. 
Sir  Thomas  Wynn 

Caftie-rifmg,  Norfolk. 
Robert  Lord  Luxborough 
Thomas  Hczuard 

Chefliire. 
Charles  Cholmondeley 
John  Crewe,  jun. 

Chefter. 
Sir  Robert  Grofvenor 
Philip-EIenry  Warburton 

Chichefter,  Spjfex. 
Lord  Vifcount  Bury 
John  Page 

Chippenham,  Wilts, 
Sir  Edmund  Thomas 
Edward  Bayntun 

Chip.  Wicomb,  Bucks. 
Edmund  Waller 
Edmund  Waller^  pm. 
nd         Chriftchurch,  Hants. 
Charles-Armand  Powiet 
Edward  Hooper,  jun. 

Cirencefcer,  Glccefer. 
Henry  Bathurft 
Thomas  Majier^  jun. 

Clifton,   Dartmouth. 
Walter  Cary 
John  JefFries 

Ciithero,  Lancajhire. 
Thomas  Lifter 
William  Curzon 

Cockermouth,  CuniherL 
Sir  Charles  Wyndam 
Brig,  John  Mordaunt 


J  747. 


Colcheiler, 
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Anno  1747.     ^    Colchefter,    Ejjex, 
Charles  Gray 
Hon.  Rich.  Savage  Najfau 

Corfcaftle,  Dorfet 
Henry  Bankes 
yohn  Bond 

Cornwall. 
Sir  Coventry  Carew^  Bart. 
Sir  John  Molefworth,Bart. 

Coventry,  Warwick, 
William  Grove 
Samuel  Greatheed 

Cricklade,  TVilts. 
William-Rawlinfon  Earle 
Capt.  John  Gore 

Cumberland. 
Sir  James  Lov^ther5  Bart. 
Sir  John  Pennington,  Bart. 

Denbighfliire. 
Sir  Wat.  Williams  Wynne 

Denbigh. 
Rich.  Myddkton  of  Chirk  C. 

Derbyfhire. 
Marquis  of  Hartington 
Sir  Nat.  Curzon,  Bart. 

Derby. 
W.  Ld.  Vifc.  Duncannon 
John  Stanhope 

Devizes,  JVilts, 
John  Garth 
William  Willy 

Devonfhire. 
Sir  W.  Courtenay,  Bart. 
SirRich.  Warwick Bamp- 
fylde,  Bart. 
Dorfetfhire. 
George  Chafin 
George  Pitt 

Dorchefter, 
John  Browne 
Nathanael  Gundry 
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Dover. 
Lord  George  Sackville 
Thomas  Revel 

Downton,  Wilis, 
George  Pro£lor 
Richard  Temple 

Droitwich,   Worcejler, 
Francis  Winmngtan 
Samuel  Sandys 
Dunhivid,  ^r  Launcefton, 

Cornwall. 
Sir  William  Morice,  Bart. 
Sir  John  St.  AtiUn^  Bart, 

Dunwich,    Suffolk, 
Sir  George  Downing 
Miles  Barne 

,  Durham  County. 
George  Bov/es 
Henry  Vane 

Durham. 
Henry  Lambton 
John  Tempeft 

Eaftlov/,*  Cornwall, 
Francis  Gafhry 
John  Buller 

St.  Edmund's  Bury, 
Lord  Vifc.  Peteriham 
Fehon  Hervey 

ElTex. 
Sir  Robert  Abdy 
William  Harvey  of  Chlgwell 

Evefliam,  Worccjlerfi. 
Sir  John  Rufhout,  Bart. 
Edward  P^udge 

.Exeter. 
Humphry  Sydenham 
John  Ttickfield 

Eye,  Suffolk. 
Col.  Edward  Cornwallis 
Col.  Townfhend 
Flintihire. 
Sir  Thomas  Moflyn 

Flint, 
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Flint. 
Kyffin  Williams 

Fowey,  Cornwall, 
Jonathan  Rafhley 
George  Edgecumhe 

Gatton,  Surrey, 
George  Newland 
Paul  Humphrys 
St.  Germains,  CormvalL 
Richard  Eliot 
John  Potter 

Glamorganfhire, 
Charles  Edwyn 

Gloucefterfhire. 
Norborne  Berkeley 
Thomas  Chefter 

Gloucefter. 
John  Selwyn 
Benjamin  Bathurft 

Grampound,  Cornwall, 
Lord  George  Bentinck 
Thomas  Havjkins 

Grantham,  Lincolnjh, 
John  Marquis  of  Granby 
Sir  John  Cuft,  Bart. 

Grimfby,  LincolnJJ}^ 
William  Locke 
yohn  Gore 

Eaft  Grinftead,  SuJpXi 
V/hiftler  Webfter 
Sydney-Stafford  Sm.ith 

Guilford,  Surrey, 
Richard  Onflow 
Sir  John  Elwall^  Bart. 

Harwich,  Effex, 
Lord  Vifcount  Coke 
John  Phillipfon 

Haflemere,  Surrey. 
Gen.  James  Oglethorpe 
Peter  Burrel 

Haftings,  Sujfex, 
James  Pelham 
Andrew  Stone 
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Haverford-weft,  Pemb.      Anno  1747, 
William  Edwards 

Heifton,  Cornwall, 
Francis  Godolphin 
John  Evelyn 

Hereford/hire, 
Velters  Cornewall 
Lord  Harley 

Hereford. 
Henry  Cornewall 
Daniel  Leighton 

Hertfordfiiire. 
Charles  Gore 
William-Paggen  Hak 

Hertford. 
George  Harrifon 
Nathanael  Brafley 

Hedyon,  Torkfi. 
Luke  Robinfon 
John  Saville 

Heytefbury,  Wilts, 
Pierce  A'Court 
William  Afoe 

Higham-ferrers, 
John  Hilly  late  Commiffloner 
of  Ciiftoms 
Hindon,  Wilts, 
Valens  Comyns 
Bijfe  Richards 

Honyton,  Devon, 
Sir  William  Yonge 
John  Heath 

Horfham,  Sujfex. 
Col.  Charles  Ingram 
Hon.  Charles  Ingram 

o 

Huntingdonihire. 

Edward- WortleyMontagi* 
Coulfon  Fellowes 

Huntingdon. 
Edward  Montagu 
Kellond  Courtenay 

Hythe. 
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Anno  1747.  Hythe,  Kent, 

William  Glanvilie 
Thomas  Hales 

Ilcheiler,  Somerfet» 
Francis  Fane 
Thomas  Lockyer 

Ipfwichg  Suffolk, 
Edv/ard  Vernon 
Samuel  Kent 

St.  Ives,  Cornwall. 
John  Briilow 
John  Plumtree 

Kellington,  Cornw. 
Thomas  Copleilon 
Horace  Walpole 
Kent. 
Sir  Edv/ard  Deering 
Sir  Roger  Twyfden 

Kingfton  upon  Hull. 
Lord  Robert  Manners 
Thomas  Carter 

Knarefborough, 
Sir  Henry  Siingfby,  Bart 
Richard  Arundel 

Lane  afh  ire. 
Richard  Shuttleworth 
Lord  Strange 

Lane  after. 
Francis  Reynolds 
Edward  Marion 

Leicefterfhire. 
Edward  Smith 
JVrightjon  Mundy 
Leicefter, 
James  Wigley 
George  Wrighte 

Leominfter,  Heref. 
Sir  Robert  Cornewall,  Bar 
ya?nes  Peachy 

Lefkard,  Cornwall, 
Richard  Elliot 
Charles  Trelawncy 


96  ] 

Lellwithiel,  CormvalL 
Richard  Edgcumhe 
James-Edward  Colleton 

Lewes,  Suffex, 
Sir  Francis  Poole 
Thomas  Sergefon 

Lincoinlhire. 
Robert  Vyner 
Thomas  Whichcote 

Lincoln. 
Hon.  Charles  Monfon 
Coningfby  Sibthorpe 

Litchfield,  Stafford. 
Hon.  Rich.  Levefon  Gower 
Thomas  Ayifon 

Liverpool. 
Thomas  Brereton 
Richard  Gildart 

LONDON. 
Sir  William  Calvert 
Sir  John  Barnard 
Slingfoy  Bethel 
Stephen-Theodore  yanjfen 

Ludlov/,  Salop, 
CoL  Richard  Herbert 
Sir  William  Corbet 

Luggerflial,  Wilts, 
George- Juguftus  Sdwyn   , 
Thomas  Farrington 

Lyme,  Dorfet/h, 
Henry- Holt  Henley 
John  Scrope 

Lymington,  South, 
Henry  Burrard 
Col.  Charles  Powlet 
Lynn,  Norfolk, 
f      Sir  John  Turner 
Horace  IValpole^  jun, 
Maidftone,  Kent, 
■  Major  Fairfax 
W.  Horfnianden  Turner 
.    Maiden, 
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Maiden,  EjTex, 
Sir  Richard  Lloyd 
Robert  Cplebroke 

Malmlbury,  Wilts, 
James  Douglafs 
yohn  Lee 

Malton,   Yorkjh, 
Hon.  Henry  Finch 
John  Moltyn 

Marlborough,  IVilts, 
Sir  John-Hynd  Cotton 
^okn  Talbot^  jun. 

Marlow,  Bucks, 
William  Ockenden 
Merrick  Burrel 

St.  Maws,  Cormvall. 
William  Lord  Sundon 
Robert  Nugent 

Melcomb,  Dorfet, 
George  Dcddington 
Edmund- Hungate  Beaghan 

Merioneth. 
William  Vaughan 

Midhurft,  ^ujfex. 
Sir  John  Peachy,  Bart. 
Sir  I'homas  Bootle 
Middlefex. 
Sir  Hugh  Smithfon 
Sir  TV.  Beauchamp  ProSior 
Bart. 

Milborn-port,  Scm^ 
Jeffery  French 
Charles  Churchill  " 

Minehead,  Somerfet. 
Percy- Wyndham  Obrian 
Charles  Whitworth 

St.  Michael,  Cornvj, 
Albert  Neibit 
Thomas  Clarke 

Monmouthfhire. 
Capel  Hanbury 
IVm.  Morgan  of  Tredegar 
Vol.  IIL 
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Monmouth, 
Fulk  Greville 

Morpeth,  Norihumb. 
Lord  Limerick 
Robert  Ord 

Mon  I  cromeryftiire. 
Edward  Kynajion 

Montgomery. 
Henry  Herbert 

Newark  on  Trent 
Lord  William  A'lanners 
-  Job-Staunton  Charlton 
Newcaftie,  Stafford, 
Eaptift-Levefon  <Jower 
Lord  Parker 

Newcaftle,  Northumho 
Waher  Elacket 
Matthew  Ridley 

Newport,  Cornwall. 
Nicholas  Herbert  ^ 
Thomas  Bury 

Newport,  Hants, 
Tljotnas-Lee  Dummer 
Capt.  Bluet  Wallop 

Newton,  Lancajh, 
Peter  Legh 
Sir  Tho7nas  Egerton 
Nev/toun,  Hants. 
,     Sir  John  Barrington 
Col.  Maurice  Bockland 

Norfolk. 
Armine  Wodehoufe 
Hon.  G^jrge  Tovjnfoend 
Northamptonfhire. 
Sir  Edmund  Ifham,  Bart.  . 
Thom.as  Cartwright 
Northampton. 
Hon.  George  Compton 
George  Montagu 

Northumberland. . 
Sir  W.  Middleton,  Bart. 
John  Fenwick 
H  Norv/ich. 
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Aiino  ij^f,  Norwich. 

Horatio  Walpole,  {qh. 
Lord  Hobart 

Nottinghamihire. 
Lord  Robert  Suiton 
John  Thornhagh 

Nottingham, 
Sir  Charles  Sedley 
LordVifcouni  Howe 

Okehampton,  Demn^ 
George  Lyttekon 
Thomas  Pitt 

Orford,  Suffolk. 
Henry  Legge 
Hon,  Coh  Waldegrave 

Oxfordjfhire. 
Sir  James  Dajfhwoo^ 
Norreys  Bertie 

Oxford  Cit^,  * 
Thomas  Rowney 
Philip  Herbert 

Oxford  Vniverfit}, 
Lord  Vifeount  Cornbury 
Peregrine  Palmer 

Pembrokefhire^ 
William  Owen 

Pembroke. 
William  Owen 

Fenryn,  Cornwall. 
Coi.  George  Bofcaweil: 
Col.  Henry  Conway 
Peterborough,  Northampf^ 
Edward  Wortley 
Matthew  Lamb 

Petersfield,  Southamp, 
John  Jolifi^ 
WiHiam  Conolly 

Plimouth,  I>evoru 
Lord  Vere  Beauclerk 
Arthur  Stert 

Plimpton,  Devon, 
George  Treby 
William  Baker 
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Poole,  Dorfetjhln^ 
Jofeph  Gulfton 
George  Trenchard 

Portpigham  {Weftl6w| 
John  Frederick 
William  Noel 

Pbntefraft,  Yorhjhire, 
George-Morton  Pitt 
Hon,  William  Monckton 
Portfmouth,  Hants* 
Ifaac  Townfend 
Thomas  Gore 

Prefton,  Lane, 
Nicholas  Fazakerly 
James  Shuttleworth 

Queenboroughf  KenU 
Richard  Evans 
Thomas  Newnham 
Radnorfhire. 
Sir  Humphry  Howarth 

Radnor  Town. 
Tho*  Lewis  of  HarptDBr 

Reading,  Berks, 
John  Conyers 
Richard-Nevil  Aldworth 
Retford,  Nottingham. 
John  White 
William  Mellifh 

Richmond,  Yorkfolte, 
Sir  Conyers  Darcy 
John  Yorke 

Rippon,  ditto. 
William  AiflaBie 
Sir  Charles  Vernon^  Bari.' 

Rocheftery  Kent. 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle 
David  Polhill 

New  Romney,  ditto. 
Sir  Francis  Daftiwood 
Henry  Furnefe 

Rutlandfhire, 
James  Noel 
Brownhw  Lord  Burleigh 
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Rye^  Bujjex. 
Sir  John  Norris 
Philips  Gybbon 

Rygate,  Surrey, 
Hon.  Philip  Yorke 
Charles  Cocks 

Salop  County* 
Sir  John  Aftley 
Richard  L)^er 

Salop  Town. 
Sir  Richard  Corbett 
William  Kinaflon 

Saltafh,  C&rmvalL 
Thomas  Corbet 
Stamp  Brookfbank 

Sandwich,  Kent. 
Sir  George  Oxenden,  Bt. 
John  Clevland 

Sarum  New. 
Hon.  William  Bouverie 
Edward  Poore 

Sarum  Old. 
Lord  Middlefex 
Lord  Doneraill 

Scarborough,  Torkjh, 
Edwin  Lafcelles 
Gen.  Roger  Handafyd 
Seaford,  Sufjex* 
William  Hay 
Rt.  Hon.  William  Pitt 

Shaftfbury,  Dorfet. 
George  Pitt 
Cuthbert  Ellifm 

Shoreham^  Sujfex. 
John  Frederick 
Robei't  Brijlow 

Somerfetfhire, 
Thomas  Prowfe 
Sir  Cha.  Kemys  Tynte 
Southampton  County. 
Lord  Harry  Powlett 
Francis  ff^ithed 


Southampton, 
Peter  Delme 
Anthony-Langley  Swimmer 

Southwark. 
Alexander  Huitie 
JVilliam  Belchier 

Staffordfhire. 
Hon.  W.  Levefon  Gower 
Sir  Walter  WagftafF  Bagot 

Stafford. 
John  Robins 
William  Chetwynd 

Stamford,  Lincolnjh* 
John  Proby^  jun, 
Robert  Barber 

Steyning,  Suffex, 
Hitch  Younge 
Abraham  Hume 

Stockbridge,  Hants, 
Daniel  Boone 
William  Chetwynd,  jun, 

Sudbur}?-^  Suffolk, 
Thomas  Fonnereau 
Richard  Rigby 

Suffolk. 
John  Affleck 
Sir  Cordell  Firebrace 

Surrey. 
Hon.  Arthur  Onflow 
Lord  Baltimore 
Suffex. 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelham 
John  Butler 

Tamworth. 
Sir  Henry  Harpur 
Han.  Thomas  Villiers 

Taviftock,  Devon, 
Thomas  Brand 
Sir.  Rich.  Wrottefley,  Et. 

Taunton,  Somerfet. 
Sir  Cha.  Wyndham,  Bart. 
Robert  Webb 
H  2  Tewkef- 
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Anno  1747-       Tewkefbury,  Glouceji, 
Lord  Vifcount  Gage 
JVilliam  Dowdefwell 

Thetford,  Norfolk. 
Col.  Charles  Fitzroy 
Lord  Henry  Beauclerk 
Thirfk,  Torkjhire, 
Frederick  Frankland 
Thomas  Frankland 

Tiverton,  Devon, 
Sir  Dudley  Ryder 
Henry  Coningham 

Totnefs,  Devon, 
Sir  John  Strange,  Knt. 
Charles  Taylor 

Tregony,  CornwalL 
Claudius  Amyand 
JVilltam  Trevanion 

Truro,  ditto. 
Capt.  Edward  Bofcawen 
yohn  Bofcawen 

Wallingford,  Berks. 
Jofeph  Townfend 
Richard  Tonfon 

Warwickfliire. 
Sir  Charles  Mordaunt 
V/illiam  Craven 

Warwick. 
Henry  Archer 
Vifcount  Hillfborough 
Wareham,  Dorfet. 
John  Pitt 
Robert-Banks  Holkinfon 

Wells  City,  So?nerfet, 
Francis  Gwyn 
Hon.  George  Hamilton 

Wendover,  Bucks. 
Ralph  Earl  of  Verney 
John  Hampden 

Wenlock,  Salop. 
Brooke  Forefter 
Ifaac-FIawkins  Browne 
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Weobly,  Hereford. 
Manfel  Powell 
Savage  Mojiyn 

Weftbury,  mits. 
Chauncy  Townfhend 
Matthew  Mitchel 
Weftlow.  5^^Portpigham. 

Weftminfter. 
Vifcount  Trentham 
Sir  Peter  Warren 

Weftmoreland. 
Edward  Wilfon 
John  Daljione 

Weymouth,  Dorfet, 
Welbore  Ellis 
Richard  Plumer 

(See  Melcomb.) 
Whitchurch,   Hants. 
John  Selwyn,  jun. 
Hon.  Charles  Wallop 

Winchelfea,  Sujfex. 
Hon.  John  Mordaunt 
Thomas  Orby  Hunter 
Winchefter,  Hants. 
George  Bridges 
Henry  Penton 

Windfor,  Berks, 
Lord  George  Beauclerk 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Fox 

Wilton,  Wilts. 
Robert  Herbert 
William  Herbert 
Wilts. 
Sir  Robert  Long,  Bart. 
Edward  Popham 

Woodftock,  Oxon, 
John  Vifc.  Bateman 
John  Trevor 

Wotten-Baflet. 
Robert  Neale 
Col.  Martin  Madan 

Wygan, 
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Wygan,  Lancajh,  Charles  Townjhend                  Anno  1747. 

Richard  Clayton  Yarmouth,   Southampt, 

Richard  Barry  Thomas  Holmes 

Worcefterfhire.  Col.  Henry  Holmes 

Lord  Deerhurft  Yorkftiire. 

Edmond  Pytts  Sir  Conyers  D'Arcy 

Worcefter.  Sir  Miles  Stapylton,  Bart, 

Thomas  Vernon  York. 

Rober^^  Tracy  William  Thornton 

Yarmouth,  Norfolk,  George  Fox. 
Edward  Walpole 

On  the  4th  of  December^  1747?  ^  ^^'^^  was  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Nugent^  for  the  Naturalization  of  foreign 
Proteftants,  and  read  for  the  firft  Time,  On  the  i6th, 
the  City  of  London  prefented  a  Petition  againft  it  to 
the  following  Effect. 

*  That  the  Petitioners  having  obferved  by  the  Votes, 
that  a  Bill  had  been  brought  in  for  a  general  Natura- 
lization of  foreign  Proteftants,  think  it  their  indif- 
penfible  Duty  to  reprefent  the  Mifchiefs  that  they  ap- 
prehend will  flow  from  this  Bill,  if  pafTed  into  a  Law. 
And  that  the  Petitioners,  as  Citizens  of  London^  will 
be  particularly  afFe6i:ed  by  fuch  a  Law,  by  the  De- 
creafe,  if  not  total  Lofs,  of  the  Duties  of  Package, 
Scavage,  Portage,  and  Balliage  of  the  Goods  of  fo- 
reign Merchants,  granted  by  many  royal  Charters, 
and  confirmed  by  feveral  A(S:s  of  Parliament.  And 
further  exprefling  the  Apprehenfions  of  the  Petitioners, 
That  the  Naturalization  of  all  foreign  Proteftants  is 
more  likely  to  increafe  the  Poverty,  than  add  to  the 
Wealth  of  this  Nation  ;  for  that  neither  the  rich  nor 
the  induftrious  Foreigners  need  fuch  Inducement,  as 
the  latter  never  want  Encouragement,  nor  the  former 
the  very  Privilege  in  queftion,  when  they  apply  for  it 
to  Parliament :  That  a  like  Law  was  attempted  in  the 
Reign  of  the  Izte  King  William,  butwas  rejefted  on  fuch 
national  Confiderations  as  it  is  prefumed  can  never 
efcape  the  Attention,  nor  lofe  the  Regard  of  the 
Houfe  :  That  the  Experiment  being  made,  by  paffing 
a  Law  for  that  Purpofe,  in  the  Reign  of  the  late 
Queen  Anne,  it  was  found  fo  detrimental  to  the  public 
Intereft,  that  it  was  iliortly  after  repealed,  and  not 
H  3  witliout 
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Anno  1747.  without  fome  RefiecSlions  on  the  MIfchief  it  had  pro- 
duced:  Arid  that  as  a  Naturalization  cannot  convey: 
to  Foreigners  a  true  Knowledge  of  our  happy  Confti^ 
tution  in  Church  and  State,  or  give  them  iiich  Zeal 
and  AfFe6lion  for  it  as  may  be  requifite  for  maintain- 
ing and  defending  it ;  and  as  thofe  who  have  grown  up 
under  arbitrary  Government,  may  be  fitteit  to  anfwer 
arbitrary  Purpofes,  too  m.uch  Caution  cannot  be  ufed 
in  a  Matter  of  (o  great  Importance  :  And  therefore 
pray  the  Bill  may  not  pafs  into  a  Law.' 

On  the  4th  of  Febrtiaryy  1 748,  the  Bill  was  read  a 
ifecond  Tim.e,  and  a  Motion  was  made  that  the  Bill  be 
committed,  upon  which  a  Icng  Debate  arofe. ' 

The  Subftance  of  the  Arguments  in  Favour  of  the 
Bill  were  chiefly  thefe : 

^  Before  the  Reign  of  Henry  th.Q  Vllth  we  had  very 
little  Trade,  Commerce,  or  Manufactures  among  us,  and 
the  little  we  had  was  generally  carried  on  by  Foreign- 
ers, who  had  great  Privileges  granted  them  By  feveral 
of  our  Kings,  for  encouraging  them  to  come  and  fettle 
amongft  us.  Almoft  all  thofe  Materials  for  Manufac- 
ture which  Nature  has  blefled  us  with,  were  carried 
out  and  manufactured  in  foreign  Countries ;  but  the 
Peace  of  the  Country  being  eSabliihed  by  that  wife 
Prince,  and  the  Peace  of  our  Neighbours,  both  in 
Germany  and  the  Netherlands^  being  very  much  dif- 
turbed,  many  Merchants  and  Tradefmen  came  from 
both  thefe  Countries  ajid  fettled  themfelves  here  ;  and 
when  the  Reformation  was  eftablifhed  under  Edward  the, 
Vlth,  it  brought  Crouds  of  foreign  Protejianis  over  to 
this  Country,  who  were  allowed  many  Privileges  by 
that  young  Monarch,  and  who,  by  Degrees,  taught  our 
People  to  be  indultrious,  and  to  make  the  proper  Ufe 
of  our  natural  Produce. 

<  From  them  our  People  learned  Induftry  :  By  them 
we  were  taught  almoft  all  the  Manufactures  now  efta-' 
blifhed  amongft  us  ;  but  ft  ill  our  Commerce  was  moftly 
carried  on  by  Foreigners^  particularly  the  Corpora- 
tion of  German  Merchants  fettled  in  the  Steel-yard^ 
London ;  for  when  that  Corporation  v/as  dillolved  in 
^V/i^W  the  Vlth's  Time,  it  was  proved,  that  they  had, 
in  the  preceding  Year,  1551,  exported  44,000  Cloths^ 
and  that  ail  the  Englijh  Merchants  together  had  exported 

but 
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hut  atout  1 100.     The  Riches  acquired  by  that  Com-    Anno  i74f, 

pany,  and  by  other  Foreigners  fettled  amongft  us,  had 

taught  our  Englijh  Gentlemen,  how  much  better  it  was  to 

breed  their  younger  Sons  up  to  Merch&ndifing^  than  to  breed 

them  up  to  nothing  but  Hunting  and  Fijh\n^\  and  therefore, 

as  foon  as  our  own  Countrymen  were  enabled,  by  the 

PifTolution  of  that  Compar^y,  to  engage  in  Commerce,, 

many  of  the  younger  Sons  of  our  hejl  Families  began  to 

be  bred  Merchants ;  fo  that  it  may  be  juftjy  faid,  we 

jDwe  not  only  our  ManufaSiures^  but  our  Commerce^  and 

confequently  our  naval  Power^  to  thofe  Foreigners  that 

have  from  Time  to  Tinje  been  invited  tx^  cpme  %xA 

fettle  ampngft  us. 

'  Even  in  our  own  Time,  ojr  at  leaft  within  thefe  laft 
60  or  70  Years,  this  Nation  has  reaped  great  Ad- 
vantage by  the  Foreigners  that  have  fettled  amongft  us^ 
and  are  now  become  Parf  of  our  own  People.  When 
I  fay  this,  every  Gentleman  muft  fuppofe,  I  mean  the 
French  Refugees,  How  many  different  Sorts  of  Manu- 
fa(5tures  have  they  introduced  \  How  many  others  have 
they  greatly  improved  ?  Before  their  Arrival,  our  Silk 
Manif azures  rzxtXj  appeared  even  here  at  Home,  and  ne- 
ver at  a  foreign  Market ;  whereas  we  now  not  only  fupply 
ourfelves,  but  fend  out  confiderable  Quantities  yearly. 
Our  Manufa(R:ure  of  Hats^  of  Glafsy  of  Toys^  and 
feveral  other  Sorts  of  Manufactures,  owe  chiefly  to 
thefe  Foreigners  the  great  Perfection  they  ^re  now 
brought  to.  From  them  We  have  learned  Art  and  In- 
genuity^ and  I  wifh  I  could  fay  Fnt^raJity ;  for  in  thi«. 
we  are  ftill  v/anting,  which  is  the  Reafon  of  our  being 
now  fo  much  rivalled  in  Trade  and  Manufactures  by 
|bme  cf  our  Neighbours. 

'  In  this  Ifland  we  have,  from  our  Situation,  from 
our  Form  of  Government,  and  from  the  Nature  of 
our  Soil  and  Climate,  many  and  great  Advantages  ; 
but  with  all  thefe  Advantages,  it  will  be  impoilible  to 
preferve  qur  Trade  and  Commerce,  if  our  ISfeighbouri 
far  exceed  us  in  Frugality  and  Qeconomy.  From  the  Fi- 
gure we  have  of  late  Years  made  in  Europe^  our  neigh* 
bouring  States  are  all  beeo-me  fenfible  of  the  additional 
Strength  a  Nation  may  acquire  by  a  flourifhing  Trade^ 
This  has  fet  every  one  of  them  upon  contriving  all 
the  Methods  in  their  Power  to  encourage  Trade  and 

P  4  Mantt- 
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Anno  1747.  Manufa(£lures  within  their  refpe^live  Territories,  and 
the  more  they  fucceed^  the  more  our  Trade  mtift  decay  ;  for 
if  each  of  them  fhould  fucceed  fo  far  only,  as  to  fur-, 
nifh  themfelves  with  what  Manufactures  they  {land  in 
need  of,  the  Confumption  of  our  Manufactures  would 
then  be  confined  to  our  own  Ifland ;  and  in  that  Cafe, 
many  of  ^ur  poor  Manufacturers  would  be  thrown  out 
of  Employment,  becaufe  our  own  Confumption  alone 
would  not  furniih  Work  for  the  great  Number  we 
have  now  amongft  us.  This  would  be  attended  with 
many  fatal  Confequences  :  Our  Cities  and  Towns 
would  become  lefs  populous  ;  our  Land-Rents  would 
be  diminifhed,  by  the  Farmers  not  having  a  fufficient 
Vent  for  the  Produce  of  their  Farms  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  our  Poor's  Rates  v/ould  increafe  all  over 
the  Kingdom.  Our  Merchants,  who  are  now  em- 
ployed in  exporting  our  Manufactures  to  foreign  Mar- 
kets, would  be  obliged  to  give  over  Trade,  and  retire, 
to  live  penurioufly  in  the  Country,  upon  the  Intereffc 
of  their  Money,  by  which  many  Houfes  would  be 
thrown  wafte  in  all  our  Sea-Port  Towns.  The  Ships 
employed  in  exporting  our  Manufactures,  would  be 
broken  up,  or  fold  to  Foreigners  -,  and  many  of  our 
Seamen  Would  be  forced  to  betake  themfelves  to  other 
Employments,  or  to  go  into  foreign  Service. 

'  Thefe,  and  many  other  Misfortunes,  would  be  the 
certain  Confequence,  fhould  all  our  Neighbours  fuc- 
ceed fo  far  in  their  Endeavours,  as  to  be  able  to  fur- 
niih themfelves  only  with  what  Manufactures  they 
ftand  in  Need  of;  but  one  of  them  has  already  fuc- 
ceeded  much  farther.  The  Frejich  are  now  able,  not 
only  to  fupply  themfelves,  but  are  become  our  Rivals 
in  every  Market^  and  m  every  Sort  of  ManufaSiure,  How 
fhall  we  remedy  this  Misfortune  ?  Flow  fhall  we  pre- 
vent its  becoming  ftill  greater  ?  There  is  no  Way  of 
preventing  it,  but  by  propagating  Frugality  among 
our  People,  efpecially  among  our  poor  Labourers  and 
Manufacturers  5  for  if  the  French  live  more  frugally 
than  we  do,  their  Workmen  will  v/ork  for  lefs  W^ages, 
their  Mailer- Tradefmen,  and  Merchants,  will  fell  at 
lefs  Profit,  and  if  they  do,  they  will  certainly,  at  lafl, 
beat  us  out  of  every  foreign  Market.  To  preferve  our 
Trade  and  Commerce,  is,  furely,  a  Queftion  of  very- 
great 
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is  ftill  of  much  greater  :  It  is  not  only  to  poeferve  our 
own  Trade  and  Commerce,  but  to  prevent  their  bei?2g 
transferred  to  our  inveterate  Enemies. 

'  In  many  Branches  of  Manufacture,  I  am  fenfible 
the  Wages  of  our  poor  Labourers  are  fo  low,  even  in 
this  Country,  that  they  are  forced  to  live  in  a  very 
parfimonious  Manner;    and,    I  believe,    neither   the 
Mafter-Pvlanufa^turer,    nor    the   Merchant-Exporter, 
infift  upon  a  very  extravagant  Profit ;  but  in  France^ 
I  am  convinced,  that  the  former  live  in  a  Manner  {lill 
more  parfimonious,  and  that  the  latter  trade  at  a  lefs 
Profit,   otherv/ife  it  would   have  been   impoflible  for 
them  to  have  improved  their  Trade  and  Commerce  fo 
much  as  they  have  done  within  thefe  laji  twenty  or  thirty 
Tears.     Confidering  the  many  natural  Advantages  we 
have,  efpecially  with  regard  to  Woollen  Manufatlures^ 
befides  that  of  being  in  Pofleflion  of  the   Trade,  it 
would  have  been  impoffible   for  the  French  to   have 
underfoid  us  at  any  foreign  Market,  if  there  had  not 
been  a  Fault  fomewhere  in  our   Conduft.     But  the 
Truth  is,  after  we  once  got  Pofleilion  of  Trade  and 
Manufadlures,  we  were  for  a  long  Time  without  any 
Rival  but  the  Dutch;    and   during  that  Time,  both 
the  Wages  of  the  Workman,  and  the  Profits  of  the 
Merchant,  were  fo  high,  that  they  firft  encouraged 
the   French  to   i&t  up  Manufactures,    and  afterwards 
enabled  them  to  rival  us  at  foreign  Markets  \  and  as 
our  Merchants  had  been  accuftomed  to  high  Profits, 
and  our  Workmen  to  high  Wages,  or,  at  leaft,  v/hat 
may  be  called  high  in  Comparifon  with  the   French^ 
they  cannot  as  yet  find  in  their  Hearts  to  lower  their 
Profits  or  their  Wages,  fo  as  to  put  our  Manufactures 
upon  an  equal  Footing    with   the  French   at  foreign 
Markets,    nor,    I  fear,  ever  will,    till  we  have  loft, 
and  the  French  have  acquired,  every  Branch  of  Trade 
we  are  now  poffelTed  of,  except  that  to  our  own  Flanta- 
tions ;  and  as  the  French  improve  in  Com.merce,  and 
we   decay,  their  Naval   Strength  wnll   increafe,  ours 
will  diminifh,  fo  that  at  lafi  they  will  become  fuperior  to 
us  at  Sea^  foon  after  which  we  may  expect  an  umuel- 
come  Viftt  from  them  here  in  our  ov/n  Illand,  which 
would  then  become  the  Seat  of  War,  unlefs  v/e  fhould 

be 
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jfcisR®  1747.   ^^  ^^ch  Cowards,  as  to  fubmit  tamely  to  th€  Frenck 
Yoke, 

'  Having  thus  laid  before  you  the  Danger  we  are  ex^ 
pofed  to,  and  the  Caufe  of  that  Danger,  eyery  one 
muft  fee,  that  the  n^pft  ready  and  e^e6tual  Method 
for  removing  that  Caufe,  is  to  invite  induftrious  Fq" 
reigners  to  come  and  fettle  amongft  us,  by  paffing  ^ 
general  Adi  for  the  naturalizing  pf  all  Cuch  foreign  Fro^ 
tejiants  as  (hall  come  to  fettle  p  this  Ifland.  I  do  npt 
defire  that  we  fliould  run  into  fuch  an  extravagant  Fit 
^f  Charity  as  we  run  into  in  the  Year  1708^  when  we 
not  only  palled  a  Bill  for  a  general  Naturalization  of 
foreign  Proiejranis^  but  put  ourfelves  to  a  great  Ex- 
pence  in  bringing  over  a  Number  of  poor  Falatines^ 
who  could  not  be  at  the  Expence  of  tranfporting  them-*- 
felvesj  and  who,  when  they  arrived,  v/ere  found  to 
have  neither  Indujlry  nor  Ingentiity.  All  I  wilh  is,  to 
enable  fuch  foreign  Protefiants  to  come  and  fettle  h^re, 
as  are  able  to  pay  for  their  paiTage,  and  to  fupport 
themfelves  after  their  Arrival,  without  putting  themj 
felves  to  the  heavy  Charge  of  an  A51  for  their  Na^uralir 
xationy  which  is  a  Charge  that  no  working  Tradefman 
is  able  to  bear,  and  a  Charge  that  even  moneyed  Men 
and  confiderable  Merchants  would  be,  glad  to  be  free 
from. 

'  As  to  the  latter,  I  fhall  grant,  that  ^.general  Natu-^ 
ralization  Bill  is  not  abfoiutely  neceifary,  becaufe  every 
one  of  them  may  eafily  fpare  the  Expence  of  a  parti- 
cular A  61:  of  Parliament;  bi|t  my  chief  Aim  in  pro- 
pofmg  fuch  a  Bill,  is  to  bring  over  poar  ManifaSiurert 
and  Mechanicksy  Vv^ho  can  piy  for  their  Pallage,  and 
fupport  themfelves  by  their  Labour,  but  cannot  afford 
the  Expence  of  particular  Naturalization  Bills.  Thefe 
are  the  Men  we  (land  moft  in  Need  of,  becaufe  they 
would,  in  my  Opinion,  not  only  teach  our  lovyer  Sort 
of  People  to  be  more  frugal  and  parfimonious,  but 
render  it  neceffary  for  them  to  be  fo.  As  they  have, 
from  their  Infancy,  been  bred  up  to  a  harder  JVay  of 
Living  than  is  ufual  am.ong  fuch  Sort  of  People  in 
this  Country,  their  fpare  Way  of  Living  would  ena- 
ble them  to  work  foj  lefs  Wages,  and.  this  would 
neceffarily,  in  a  fhort  Time,  reduce  the  Price  of 
Wages  even   among   our   owU   People;  in  all   thofe 
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Branches  of  Manufacture,  where  the  Wages  of  Jour-  Anno  1747, 
neymen  are  higher  here  than  among  our  Rivals  the 
French.  To  this  I  muft  add,  that  many  of  thefe 
foreign  Journeymen  would,  in  Time,  become  Mafters^ 
and  would  probably  fell  the  Produce  of  their  Jour- 
neymen's Labour  at  a  lefs  Profit,  than  our  Mafter- 
Tradefmen  do  at  prefent,  which  would,  in  Time, 
bring  all  our  Mafter-Tradefmen  to  fell  to  the  Mer- 
chant-Exporter at  as  fmall  a  Profit  as  they  now  do  in 
France.^  or  any  other  Country. 

'  In  all  Countries  the  Body  of  the  People  are 
thoughtlefs  and  inconfiderate :  They  have  neither 
Time  nor  Capacity  to  confider  Things  fo  as  to  forefee 
remote  Confequences :  This  is  the  Province  of  their 
Magiflrates  and  Lawgivers ;  and  when  they  forefee 
any  fatal  Confequence,  it  is  their  Duty  to  provide 
againft  it,  even  though  the  Provifion  neceffary  for 
that  Purpofe  may  be  at  the  Time  a  very  vjipopular  one, 
A  Magiftrate  who  does  his  Duty  in  this  refpec?!:,  js 
the  Fir  jfu/ius  et  Tenax  fo  beautifully  defcribed  by 
Horace,  and  he  who  oppofes  it  merely  for  gaining  a 
temporary  Efteem  among  the  People,  may  juftly  be 
called  a  popular  Sycophant. 

*  I  know,  it  may  be  obje£l:ed  and  aflerted,  that  our 
poor  People  are  already  as  induftrious  and  parfimo- 
nious,  and  will  work  for  as  low  Wages,  as  the  poor 
People  in  any  other  Country.  To  this  I  reply,  That 
the  late  Succefs  of  the  French  Manufactures  is  with 
me  a  Demonftration  of  the  contrary  :  For  they  under- 
fell  us  at  every  foreign  Market.  But  for  the  prefent, 
I  fhall  grant  this  AlTertion ;  for  fuppofmg  it  to  be 
true,  the  Bill  I  propofe,  with  regard  to  foreign  Work- 
men, will  have  no  EfFeft.  Notwithftanding  our 
general.  Naturalizaticn^  none  of  them  will  leave  their 
native  Country,  unlefs  they  expert  to  get  higher 
Wages,  or  to  earn  more  by  their  Labour  here,  than 
they  can  do  in  their  own  Country.  But  it  can  do  us 
no  Harm  to  try  the  Experiment :  If  it  be  true,  there- 
fore, that  foreign  Workmen  are  more  parfimonious, 
and  will  work  for  lefs  Wages  than  our  own  People, 
the  Bill  will  be  of  great  Advaniige  to  us:  If  the 
Contrary  of  this  be  true,  the  Bill  can  do  no  Harm ; 
becaufe,    with   regard   to    the    bringing   of  foreign 
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Arno  1747.  Workmen  hither,  it  can  have  no  Effect.  Is  not  this 
as  ftrong  an  Argument  as  can  be  thought  of  for  our 
bringing  in  and  pailing  fuch  a  Bill  ? 

*  But  befide  foreign  Workmen,  there  is  another  Sort 
of  People  whom  we  ought  to  invite,  and  even  tempt 
to  fettle  here,  if  poliible  :  I  mean  thofe  who  have  an 
Intereft  in  our  Public  Funds.  Every  one  knows, 
that  there  is  a  vafl  Sum  fent  out  of  this  Nation  yearly 
for  paying  the  Intereft  due  to  thofe  Proprietors  of 
Public  Funds  who  live  beyond  Sea,  Every  one  knows, 
that  this  Sum  has  of  late  been  vaftiy  increafed,  and 
it  v/ill,  probably,  yearly  increafe,  unlefs  we  can 
tempt  many  of  thofe  Proprietors  to  come  and 
fettle  here.  This  annual  Export  is  a  heavy  Drawback 
upon  our  general  Balance  of  Trade^  and  if  it  fhould 
once  come  to  exceed  that  Balance^  our  Ruin  may  be 
Jlow^  but  it  will  be  certain:  Our  national  Stock  of  Gold 
and  Silver  muftj  in  a  Courfe  of  Years,  be  entirely 
exhaufted  3  and  this  Courfe  of  Years  will  be  longer 
or  fhorter,  in  an  exail  Proportion  to  the  Excefs  of  this 
Export  above  our  yearly  Import  by  the  general  Balance 
i>f  Trade: 

The  Subftance  of  the  Arguments  made  ufe  of 
againft  the  Bill,  were  chiefly  thefe.  Firft,  it  was 
granted,  that  in  the  Reign  of  Edtuard  the  Vlth,  when 
the  Reformation  was  introduced,  and  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth^  when  it  was  eftablifhed,  many  fo- 
reign Manufactures  and  Artificers  were,  on  Account 
of  their  Religion,  obliged  to  come  and  fettle  in  this 
Country :  And,  that  from  them  we  reaped  many 
Advantages,  becaufe  fome  of  them  were  greater  Artifts 
than  any  wc  had  then  amongft  us,  and  confequently 
taught  our  People  to  bring  feveral  Branches  of  Art 
and  Manufacture  to  a  greater  Perfection  :  And,  it 
was  alfo  granted,  that  we  reaped  the  fame  Benefit 
from  the  French  Refugees  who  came  to  fettle  amongft 
us.  But  it  v/as  denyed,  that  our  People  learned,  or 
had  Occafion  to  learn  Induftry  or  Frugality  from 
either.  '  They  muft  have  learned  both  before  the 
Reign  of  Edward  the  Vlth,  otherwife  our  Merchants 
could  not  have  exported  fuch  Qiiantities  of  Cloth 
ss  appears  to  have  been  then  exported  -,  for  this  Ex- 
port is  an    infallible  Proof  that  they  underfold  the 
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Flemings^  who  were  then  in  Poffeffion  of  the  Trade,  Anno 
and  rh  s  they  could  not  have  done,  unlefs  our  People 
had  been  both  induftrious  and  frugal. 

^  Induftry  and  Frugality  do  not  require  any  foreign 
Examples :  They  are  the  neeeffary  Confequences 
of  wife  Regulations  and  good  Government.  The 
People  of  a  Country  will  teach  one  another  to  be 
induftrious  and  frugal,  as  foon  as  they  find  themfelves 
^  fecure  in  their  Property^  and  deprived  of  all  Hopes  of 
fubfifting  by  any  other  Means.  In  the  Infancy  of 
any  particular  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  when  there  is  a 
Want  both  of  Mafters  and  working  Tradefmen,  the 
former  may  infift  upon  high  Profits,  the  latter  upon 
high  Wages ;  but  this  will  foon  ceafe  to  be  the  Cafe ; 
for  as  in  peaceable  Times  the  People  of  all  Countries, 
where  the  Government  is  tolerable,  increafe  fafter 
than  Employment  can  be  found  for  them,  and  as 
People  naturally  run  into  that  Bufinefs  v/hich  appears 
to  be  the  moil  profitable,  that  Branch  of  Bufinefs, 
like  moil  others,  v/ill  foon  be  overfioeked,  without 
any  Acceffion  of  Foreigners.  Likewife,  when  there 
happens  an  extraordinary  Demand,  or  what  is  called 
a  Spurt,  as  does  fometimes  in  one  Branch  of  Bufinefs, 
fometimes  in  another,  the  Mailers  may  perhaps  infiit 
upon  high  Profits,  the  Workmen  upon  high  Wages  j 
but  this  can  never  be  of  any  long  Duration  -,  fo  that 
in  general  we  may  conclude,  that  where  proper  Laws 
are  made,  and  executed,  for  preventing  unlawful 
Combinations,  the  labouring  or  working  Men  v/ill  ii\ 
a  Courfe  of  Years  underwork  one  another,  till  they 
reduce  their  Wages  to  a  bare  fcanty  Subfiftence,  and 
the  Mailers  will  underfell  one  another,  till  they  are 
reduced  to  a  bare  living  Profit;  confequently,  -ail 
People  of  Bufinefs  muil  neceiTarily,  in  a  Courfe  of 
Years,  become  as  frugal  and  as  induilrious  as  it  is 
poiTible  for  them  to  be  in  that  Country  v/here  they 
live. 

'  I  fay,  in  that  Country  where  they  live ;  for  if  in 
that  Country  the  NeceiTaries  and  Conveniences  of 
Life  be  dearer  than  the  like  NeceiTaries  and  Conveni- 
ences are  in  any  other  Country,  though  they  be 
equally  frugal  and  parfimonious,  yet  the  Mafters  mufl 
have  higher  Profits,  and  the  Workmen  higher  Wages, 
5  than 
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Anno  1747.  than  in  ^nf  other  Country ;  and,  confeqiiehtly,  theif 
Manufactures  muft  be  dearer  than  the  like  Manu- 
factures of  any  other  Country.  This  is  the  true 
Caufe  of  our  Diftrefs,  and  of  the  Succefs  the  Fj-ench 
Manufactures  have  lately  met  with.  Our  Dijirefs  does 
not  proceed  from  a  Want  of  People  y  or  from  the  Idlenefs 
or  Extravagance  of  our  People^  but  from  the  Multitude 
and  Weight  of  our  Taxes ^  or  rather^  from  our  injudicious 
Method  of  Taxation.  By  this,  we  have  made  it  impof- 
fible  for  a  poor  Man  to  fupport  himfelf  and  Family,' 
for  fo  little  Money,  as  one  of  his  Rank  may  do  in 
our  neighbouring  Countries.  By  this  we  have  ren- 
dered the  Materials  for  all  Sorts  of  Manufacture 
dearer  than  they  are  in  other  Countries.  A  poorMari 
tannot  have  a  Draught  of  Small  Beer,  Salt  to  his 
Meat,  or  a  Shoe  to  his  Foot,  without  paying  a  Tax 
for  it :  He  cannot  have  a  clean  Shirt,  without  paying 
a  Tax  for  the  Soap  made  ufe  of  in  wafliing  it :  He 
cannot  have  a  Candle  to  light  him  by  Nighty  nor  a 
Window  to  light  him  by  Day^  without  paying  a  Tax 
for  it :  He  cannot,  in  many  Parts,  have  a  Fire  to 
drefs  his  Victuals,  nor  in  stny  Part,  a  Draught  of 
Strong  Beer,  or  a  Dram,  to  help  him  to  fupport  hard 
Labour^  or  to  comfort  him  in  qold,  moift  Weather, 
without  paying  a  moft  heavy  Tax  for  it.  Nay,  if  we 
confider  right,  he  cannot  have  a  Bit  of  Bread  to  his 
Meaty  or  a  Bit  of  Meat  to  his  Breads  without  paying  a 
Tax  for  it  5  becaufe  he  muft  contribute  towards  thofe 
^axes  that  are  paid  by  the  Farmer  and  Grazier,  as 
ivell  as  the  Baker  and  Butcher ;  for  the  pernicious 
EfFeCt  of  our  Taxes  goes  in  a  Circle^  from  the  Farmer 
or  Grazier,  to  the  Manufacturer  or  Mechanick,  and 
from  the  Manufacturer  or  Mechanick,  back  again  to 
the  Farmer  or  Grazier,  enhancing,  in  its  direful 
Round,  the  Price  of  every  Produce  of  the  latter,  and 
every  Production  of  the  former. 

*  Then  again,  with  regard  to  our  Materials  for 
Manufacture;  if  they  are  of  our  own  Produce,  the 
Taxes  I  have  mentioned  afFeCt  them,  and  inhance 
their  Price,  in  every  Stage  of  their  Journey,  from  the 
Farmer,  Grazier,  or  Miner,  that  produces  them,  to 
the  Manufacturer ;  from  him  to  the  Shopkeeper  that 
retails,  or  the  Merchant  that  exports  our  Manufac- 
tures \ 
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Voyage,  to  the  foreign  Port  where  they  are  landed  for ' 

Sale,  if  they  be  exported  in  Britijh  Shipping  :  And  if 

the  Materials  be  of  foreign  Produce,  and  imported  in 

our  own    Ships,    thefe  Taxes  afFecSl   them   in   their 

Voyage  to  the  Port  where  they  are  landed,  from  thenc6: 

through  their  whole  Journey,  to  the  Hands  of  the 

Manufa6i:urer  that  works  them  up,  and  from  him  to 

the  Shopkeeper  or  Merchant  that  expofes   them   to 

Sale, 

*  But  beiides  the  Taxes  I  have  mentioned,  we  have 
many  others  that  are  directly  laid  upon  Materials  for 
Manufacture,  fuch  as  Iron,  Copper,  Leather,  Dyes, 
Oils,  and  many  other  foreign  Productions,  which  are 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  working  up  our  home  Manu- 
factures J  and,  confequently,  fuch  Taxes  muft  make 
a  new  Addition  to  the  Price  of  our  Manufactures^ 
both  at  Home  and  Abroad, 

•^  Thus  the  MuUkiide  and  Weight  of  our  Taxes  mull 
be  a  heavy  Clog  upon  cur  Trade,  and  upon  every  Sort 
of  Manufacture ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  Error  we 
have  of  late  Years  fallen  into  :  By  m.ort2:aoriRo;  thofe 
Taxes  as  foon  as  impofed,  and  thereby  creating  Public 
Funds ^  we  have  drawn  the  greateft  Part  of  our  Money 
out  of  Trade,  and  entirely  deftroyed  all  Private  Cre- 
dit^ fo  far  as  relates  to  the  Borrowing  or  Lending  of 
Money.  Before  thefe  Public  Funds  were  created,  the 
moneyed  Men  amongft  us  were  daily  looking  out  for  a 
Merchant,  Manufacturer,  or  Tradefman,  that  would 
take  his  Money,  upon  perfonal  Security,  and  pay  him 
the  legal  Intereft  for  the  Ule  of  it.  A  Merchant  oe 
Dealer  could  in  thofe  Days  venture  to  launch  out  in 
Trade  much  beyond  his  own  Stock,  becaufe  he  was 
fure  of  having  what  Money  be  pleafed  upon  his  Bond 
at  legal  Interest,  perhaps  lefs,  and  for  what  Time  he 
f  leafed.  But  now  there  is  no  fuch  Thing  to  be  ex- 
pected :  A  Merchant  runs  the  Rifk  of  lofmg  his  Cre-. 
dit,  if  he  but  afks  to  borrow  Money  upon  Bond  ; 
therefore  no  Man  can  venture  to  launch  out  in  Trade 
much  beyond  his  own  Stock,  and  coniequently  every" 
Man  mull  infill  upon  a  higher  Profit^  otherwife  it 
would  not  be  worth  his  while  to  carry  on  any  Trade, 
The  Conclufion  to  be  drawn  from  hence  is,  that  our 
J  Mer- 
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Anno  1747.  Merchants  and  Dealers  muil  have  a  greater  Profit  than 
is  required  by  the  Merchants  and  Dealers  of  Coun- 
tries, where  private  Credit  abounds,  and  where  a 
Man  may  venture  to  launch  out  in  Trade  much  be- 
yond his  own  Stock ;  confequently,  this,  as  well  as 
our  Taxes,  muft  contribute  towards  enabling  Foreign- 
ers to  underfell  us  at  all  foreign  Markets. 

'  When  we  confider  thefe  Things,  we  may  eafily 
fee  the  Reafon,  why  we  are  underfoid  at  every  foreign 
Market  by  the  French^  and  by  every  one  of  our  Neigh- 
bours upon  the  Continent :  We  may  fee  by  what 
Means  the  French^  and  fome  of  our  other  Neighbours, 
have  been  enabled  to  rival  us  in  every  Branch  of  Bufi- 
nefs,  not  excepting  even  our  chief  Staple,  the  Woollen 
Ma7iufa£fure,  Taxes,  I  fhall  grant,  are,  and  muft  be 
impofed  in  all  Countries  \  but  there  is  no  Country  in 
the  World  where  there  is  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Taxes 
as  in  this;  nor  is  there  any  Country  in  the  World 
where. their  Taxes  are  impofed  with  fo  little  regard  to 
Trade  or  the  Neceffities  of  the  Poor.  By  this  impru- 
dent and  uncharitable  Method  of  Taxation,  we  have 
rendered  all  the  NecefTaries,  as  v»'ell  as  Conveniences, 
even  of  low  Life,  fo  dear,  that  it  is  impoilible  for  a 
labouring  Man,  Mechanick,  or  Manufafturer,  to  work 
for  as  low  Wages  as  they  may  do  in  other  Countries  ; 
nor  can  our  Merchants,  or  A'lafter-Tradefmen,  fup- 
port  their  Families  at  fo  f?nall  a  Profit, 

'  This  is  the  true  Caufe  of  our  prefent  Diftrefs  ; 
and  it  is  fo  apparent,  that  one  v/ould  wonder  how  it 
can  be  miftaken.  Why  fliould  I  fay,  miftaken  ?  I  am 
perfuaded  it  is  not  miftaken.  But  as  this  Misfortune 
has  been  brought  upon  us  by  the  Foolifhnefs  or  Wick- 
^dnefs  of  former  Minifters,  our  prefent  Minifters, 
and  thofe  who  expe61:  foon  to  be  Minifters,  endeavour 
to  cover  the  Shame  of  their  Predeceflbrs,  by  loading 
their  Countrymen  in  general  with  the  Infamy  of  being 
idle  and  extravagant.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  a  lit- 
tle Extravagance  among  the  People  about  London  ;  and 
no  Man  can  wonder  at  it,  who  confiders,  that  inftead 
of  taking  any  Method  for  checking  the  Luxury  and 
Extravagance  of  the  People,  we  encourage  every 
Temptation  that  can  be  thought  of  for  leading  the 
People  into  Idlenefs  and  Expence,     But  this  popular 

Extra- 
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Ejctravagance  has  not  as  yet  reached  the  Country  t  Anno  1-47^. 
There  is  no  Place  in  the  World  where  labouring  Men 
work  harder,  or  live  more  penurioufly,  than  thev  do 
in  moft  of  the  Country  Places  throughout  Great-Bri^ 
tain.  I  fliall  grant,  they  do  and  muft  fpend  more 
Money  than  thofe  of  their  Rank  do  in  other  Coun- 
tries ;  but  this  is  occafioned  by  the  exceiiive  Dearnefs 
of  Proviiions  in  this  Country,  above  w^hat  the  fame 
Sort  of  Provifions  may  be  bought  for  in  other  Coun- 
tries. 

'  After  having  thus,  Sir,  pointed  out  the  Nature 
and  true  Caufe  of  our  Diftemper^  Gentlemen  cannot 
mifs  forefeeing,  that  v^'hat  is  now  propofed  will  be  no 
effedlual  Remedy.  Some  inconfiderate  Foreigners, 
efpecially  Ger?nans.,  may,  by  this  general  Indulgence^ 
be  tempted  to  come  over,  when  they  hear  of  the  high 
Wages  given  in  this  Country,  and  do  not  confider 
the  Dearnefs  of  Living.  But  thofe  People,  who  are 
not  celebrated  either  for  their  Sobriety  or  Abftemiouf- 
nefs,  when  they  find  they  cannot  live  fo  well  here  for 
a  Shillings  as  they  may  do  in  their  own  Country  for 
Sixpence^  will  either  return  from  whence  they  came, 
or  they  will  lift  themfelves  in  our  regular  Army  ;  and 
this  is,  perhaps,  the  true,  though  fecret  Defign  of  the 
Bill  now  before  us.  Should  this  Bill  pafs,  how  can 
we  prevent  our  Officers  accepting  them  as  Recruits  ? 
They  will  accept  of  lefs  Lifting-Money  than  our  own 
People  ',  and  moft  Officers  are  willing  to  recruit  at  as 
fmall  an  Expence  as  poffible. 

'  Some  Gentlemen  may,  perhaps.  Sir,  imagine,  that 
this  would  be  a  good  Method  for  faving  our  own  Peo- 
ple, and  leaving  them  to  be  employed  in  Trade,  Manu- 
fa61:ures,  and  the  Culture  of  our  Lands  ;  but  I  muft  beg 
fuch  Gentlemen's  Pardon,  If  we  muft  have  an  Army,  I 
am  for  having  an  Army  of  native  Brkijh.  With  an 
Army  of  Natives,  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  if  not  im- 
poffible,  to  overturn  the  Liberties  of  a  free  People ;  but  if 
a  Minifter  can,  under  any  Pretence  v/hatfoever,  bring  a 
great  Number  of  foreign  Mercenaries  into  our  Army, 
thefe  foreign  Mercenaries  will  fecure  the  Obedience  of 
our  native  Troops,  and  intice  or  compel  them  to  co- 
operate in  overthrov/ing  the  Liberties  of  their  Coun- 
try.    By  this  Method  it  was,    aitong  others,   that 

Vol,  IIL  I  "^  Julius^  ^ 
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AnT:o  T747.  julms  C^far  trampled  upon  the  Liberties  of  the  Ro^ 
mans.  During  his  War  in  Gmd^  he  had  taken  Care 
to  incorporate  in  his  Army  great  Numbers  of  Gauls ^ 
Bataviam^  Germans,  and  other  Foreigners,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  feveral  PafTages  in  his  Hiilory,  though 
-he  was  cunning  enough  not  to  tell  us"  fo  in  exprefs 
Terms.  3y  Means  of  thefe  Foreigners,  he  made  it 
dangerous  for  any  native  Roman  in  his  Army,  to  teftify 
a  Regard  to  his  Country  preferable  to  the  Commands 
of  his  General. 

*  This  dangerous  Confequence,  of  having  our  regu- 
lar Army  filled  up  v^ith  Foreigners,  is  the  more  to  be 
dreaded.  Sir,  becaufe  it  would  be  necelTary  for  the 
Safety  of  thofe  that  had  patronized  or  confented  to 
the  paffing  of  fuch  a  Law ;  for  nothing  can  be  more 
unpopular.  We  know  how  jealous  the  People  are  of 
having  Foreigners  come  to  take  the  Bread  out  of  their 
Mouths.  Even  in  the  fame  Country,  the  People  of 
one  Province  are  jealous  of  thofe  of  another,  as  we 
have  often  been  made  fenfible  of,  by  the  Mobs  that 
have  been  railed  againfi:  the  I/iJIj  and  PFel/b  that  come 
to  v/ork  here  about  London  in  Hay  and  Harvefl  Time, 
If  this  Bill  fhould  have  any  Effe6l: :  If  it  fhould  bring 
over  a  Number  of  foreign  labouring  Men,  to  take  the 
Bread  out  of  the  Mouths  of  our  own  Poor,  it  would 
probably  raife  fuch  Mobs  and  Infurre6lions,  as  would 
make  it  necelTary  for  the  Friends  of  this  Bill,  to  have 
an  Arm_y  of  Foreigners  to  proteii:  them  againfi:  the 
Refentment  of  the  People ;  Tor  they  could  not  truft  to 
an  Army  of  Natives,  moil  Part  of  v/hdm  might  per- 
haps join  with  their  Countrymen  in  driving  Foreign- 
ers out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  Dewltting  fome  of  thofe 
that  brought  them  here  :  Therefore  if  this  Bill  ihould 
have  any  EfFed:,  it  would  have  a  very  bad  EfFe61: ; 
and  L  have  already  fhewn,  that  it  could  not  have  a 
good  one ;  for  as  long  as  our  Taxes  continue,  no  Fo- 
reigner could  live  here,  and  work  for  lefs  Wages  than 
our  own  People  do  at  prefent. 

*  I  could  mention  many  other  Dangers  and  Incon- 
veniences that  would  be  the  certain  Confequence  of 
our  pafling  fuch  a  Bill ;  and  I  cannot  fjggeft  to  my- 
felf  any  one  Benefit  that  can  be  reafonably  expected 
from  it,  nor  any  one  good  Motive  we  can  have  for  it 
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now.     Our  -Trade  is  not  now  in  its  Infancy  :  I  v/Ifli  it   Anno  1747, 

may  not  be  in  its  Dotage,     Is  there  any  one  Bufni^fs, 

any  one  Art  or  Manufa6ture,  in  which  we  have  not 

as  ingenious  and  experienced  Mafters  as  are  to  be  met 

with  in  any  other  Country  ?  Is  there  any  one  Sort  of 

Eufinefs,  in  which  we  have  not  as  many  Workmen  as 

can  find  Employment  ? 

'  I  have  nov/,  I'  hope,  fully  difcuffed  that  Part  of 
the  Argument,  which  relates  to  the  bringing  over  fo- 
reign IVorkmen^  and  fhall  next  touch  upon  that  Part 
which  relates  to  the  bringing  over,  to  fettle  amongft 
us,  thofe  rich  Foreigners  who  have  a  Property  in  our 
Public  Funds,  I  ihall  readily  grant,  that  if  it  were 
poUible,  it  would  be  a  great  Advantage  to  us,  to  have 
all  fuch  Foreigners  come  to  fettle  and  fpend  the  In- 
come of  their  Property  am.ongft  us  ;  but  the  ready 
Paffage  which  all  Naturalization  Bills  have  of  late 
Years  met  with,  and  the  fmall  Expence  attending  it, 
may  convince  us,  that  the  Thing  is  impofiible.  Can. 
v/e  think,  that  a  rich  Foreigner,  who  is  inclined  to  come 
and  fettle  here,  would  debar  himfelf  that  Pleafure,  on 
account  of  the  fmall  Expence  of  getting  a  Naturali- 
zation Bill  pailed,  which  is  not  above  20  or  36/. 
when  three  or  more  of  them  are  included,  as  they 
may  be,  in  one  and  the  fame  Bill  ?  No ;  it  is  the 
Natale  Solum,,  the  Love  that  every  Jvlan  has  for  his  na- 
tive Soil,  and  the  Conned^ions  a  Man  has  v/ith  th» 
People  of  his  native  Country,  that  prevents  his  follow- 
ing his  Property  into  this  Kingdom.  No  Man  ever- 
v.dllingly  leaves  his  native  Country,  but  for  tht  Sake 
of  fom.e  fuperior  Advantage  he  expeits  in  another  ; 
therefore,  we  cannot  expert,  that  any  rich  Foreigner 
would  take  the  Advantage  of  this  Bill,  (liould  it  be 
pafTed  into  a  Law,  merely  for  the  Sake  of  fpending 
his  Money  here  ;  and  if  he  expeciio  any  Advantage  by 
coming  to  fettle  here,  and  being  made  free  of  this 
Country,  he  v/ill  never  fcruple  the  trilling  Expence  of 
a  particular  Bill  for  that  Purpcfe. 

'  Befides,  we  know^  that  all  Men,  as  foon  as  they  be- 
gin to  be  above  Want,  begii^  to  grow  ambitious. 
They  beo-in  to  covet  Power  and  Masiiitracy,  v/hich  no 
roreigner,'  even  thougn  naturaiized,  can  arrive  at  in 
this  Countrv,  unlefs  vou  repeal  that  Claufe  in  the  AB 
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Anno  t-ji^-j.  of  Settlement^  which  ena61:s.  That  no  Perfon  born  oift 
of  the  Brkijh  Dominions,  though  naturalized^  fhall  be 
of  the  Privy-Council,  or  Member  of  either  Houfe,  or 
enjoy  any  Office  or  Place  of  Truft,  or  have  a  Grant 
of  Lands  or  Hereditaments.  Whether  the  Intention 
of  this  Bill  be,  by  fome  general  Words,  to  repeal  that 
Claufe,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  muft  think  it  is  not  yet 
a  proper  Time  to  have  it  repealed  \  and  till  it  is  re- 
pealed, I  am  perfuaded,  you  never  can  prevail  with 
any  rich  Foreigner  to  leave  his  own  Country,  where 
he  may,  perhaps,  arrive  at  the  chief  MagijRracy,  and 
come  to  fettle  here,  where  he  can  never  expe6i:  the 
leaft  Share  in  our  Government,  unlefs  it  be  that  of 
giving  his  Vote,  with  other  Citizens  or  Freeholders, 
for  a  Member  of  this  Houfe;  which  Vote,  we  may 
expert,  will  always  be  given  for  the  Court  Candidate ; 
for  as  he  cannot  be  a  Member  himfelf,  he  will  of 
courfe  have  very  little  Regard  for  the  Honour  or  Dig- 
nity of  this  AlTembly. 

'  In  fhort,  let  me  turn  my  Thoughts  which  Way  I 
•will,  I  can  fee  nothing  but  difmal  Effects  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  the  Bill.  I  have  fhewn,  it  can  be  of 
no  Service  v/ith  Regard  to  the  Induftry  or  Frugality 
of  our  People  ;  confequently  it  can  no  Way  contri- 
bute towards  recovering  or  preferving  our  Trade  or 
Manufaci:ures.  It  can  have  no  Effect:,  but  that  of  over- 
turning our  Liberties^  and  I  am  fure,  the  Eflahlijhment  of 
Slavery  never  rendered  a  Country  more  populous^  than  it 
was  in  the  Days  of  Liberty.  As  our  Trade  is  in  the  ut- 
moft  Danger ;  as  it  mull:  be  undone,  unlefs  fpeedily 
relieved  from  the  Preifures  it  now  groans  under ;  the 
Recovery  or  Prefervation  of  our  Trade  is,  I  know,  a 
moil  plaufible  Pretence  :  But,  I  hope.  Gentlemen  will 
not  thereby  be  tempted  to  try  an  Experiment,  which 
muft  be  attended  with  great  Danger,  and  from  which 
we  can  expert  no  Pvclicf.  We  can  expe6l  Relief  from 
nothing,  but  from  the  abolifiiing  of  all  thofe  Taxes 
which  lie  heavy  upon  our  Trade  and  our  Poor.  For 
this  Purpofe,  let  us  avoid  engaging  in  foreign  Broils  : 
Let  us  reftore  Oeconomy  and  Frugality  in  every  Arti- 
cle of  public  Expence  :  Let  us  give  over  keeping  up 
unnecellary  Armies  in  Time  of  Peace  :  Let  us  con- 
trive other  Means  of  raifing  Money  for  the  public 
4-  Service^ 
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Service,  than  that  of  taxing  our  Trade  and  our  Anno  1747, 
Poor  :  Let  us  pay  off  our  public  Debts,  and  abolifh  <-  -y—  ■■ 
our  pubh'c  Funds,  that  our  monied  Men  may  have  no 
Way  of  getting  an  Intereft  for  their  Money,  but  by 
lending  it  to  honeft  Merchants  and  Tradefmen  5  and 
if  we  do  this,  I  will  venture  to  prophefy,  that  by  the 
natural  Increafe  of  our  ovv^n  People,  this  will  foon  be- 
come the  moft  populous  Kingdom  upon  Earth.' 

When  thefe  Arguments  were  finifhed,  the  Queflion 
was  put,  Whether  the  Bill  fhould  be  committed  ;  and 
it  was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  187  againft  103. — 
Thus  the  Bill  dropt.  But  the  true  Reafon  was,  the 
Minifter,  Mr.  Pelham^  began  to  apprehend,  that  the 
Bill,  if  paffed  into  a  Law,  might  be  unpopular,  as 
the  Petition  from  the  City  of  London  was  warmly  fup- 
ported,  and  confequently  might  hurt  his  Intereft  in  the 
City,  w^hich  was  then  v^ery  high,  he  therefore  connived 
at,  or  rather  confented  to,  this  Majority  againft  the 
Bill. 

On  the  nth  of  December ^  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  in,  to  prevent  the  Infurance  of  French  Ships 
and  their  Lading,  during  the  War  with  France ;  and 
Mr.  Nugent^  Mr.  Alderman  Janjfcn^  Mr.  Horace  WaU 
pole^  fenior,  and  Sir  IViUiam  Calvert^  were  ordered  to 
prepare  the  fame.  On  the  i8th,  Mr.  Nugent  prefented 
the  Bill,  and  fupported  it  with  a  Speech  to  the  follow-' 
ing  Effect : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
'  When  we  take  a  View  of  the  Behaviour  and  Ac- Mr.  Nugent, 
tions  of  Mankind,  not  only  in  this,  but  all  other 
Countries,  we  cannot  help  being  furprized  at  finding, 
how  much  their  Underftandings  are  blinded  and  their 
Judgments  biaffed  by  Self-Intereft.  This  general  Re- 
fledtion  I  have  been  led  into,  by  confidering  a  moft 
enormous  Grievance  which  this  Nation  has  laboured 
under,  ever  fmce  the  Beginning  of  a  French  War  ; 
and  a  Grievance  which,  if  not  redrefled,  may  render 
the  War  perpetual.  The  Grievance  I  mean.  Sir,  is 
the  Liberty  many  of  our  People  take  to  correfpond 
with  the  King's  Enemies,  and  to  procure  or  grant  In- 
furances  upon  their  Ships.  By  the  25th  of  Edward  III. 
gnd  by  the  conftant  Praftice  fmce  that  Time,  it  is 

I  3  declare^ 
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Anno  1747.  declared  Fligh-Treafon  to  aid  the  King's  Enemies  ei- 
ther within  or  without  the  Realm  5  and  his  Majefty, 
in  his  Declaration  of  War  againft  Frcnre^  exprefsly 
forbids  us  to  hold  any  Correfpondence  or  Communica-- 
tlon  with  the  Subjeds  of  the  French  King.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  exprefs  Prohibitions  by  Statute,  by  Cuf- 
torn,  and  by  the  King's  Proclamation,  yet  ever  fmce 
the  War  began,  the  Merchants  in  England  have  conti- 
nued to  correfpond  with  the  Merchants  in  France^  and 
to  procure  or  grant  them  Infurances  upon  their  Ships  ; 
by  Means  of  v/hich,  the  latter  have  been  enabled  to 
continue  their  Trade  and  Commerce,  and  the  former 
have  been  obliged  to  remit  large  Sums  of  Money 
yearly  to  France  \  which  has  enabled  our  Enemj-es, 
and  will  enable  them  for  ever,  to  continue  the  War 
againfl:  us. 

'  If  this.  Sir,  be  not  aiding  the  King's  Enemies,  I 
do  not  know  v/hat  is  \  and  if  v/e  had  neither  Law, 
Cuftom,,  nor  Proclamation  againfl:  it,  I  ihould  think 
that  Confcience  itfelf  would  prevent  the  Pra6tice  ;  for, 
I  am  very  fure,  that,  if  the  Cafe  were  confidered  fully 
and  impartially,  every  Man's  Confcience  would  direct 
him  to  think  it  highly  criminal,  to  aid  or  affifl;  the 
Eiiemies  of  his  ..Country.  But  by  this  Pradlice,  th^ 
Fa6lor  who  receives  the  Commiiiion  to  infure,  the 
Office-Keeper  or  Broker  who  procures  the  Infurance, 
and  the  Infurer  v/ho  under-writes  the  Policy,  receives 
each  a  triiiing  private  Advantage,  and  this  private  Ad- 
vantage either  blinds  their  Unaeritandings,  or  mifieads 
their  Judgments,  fo  as  to  prevent  their  perceiving,  that 
they  thereby  do  an  Injury  to  their  Country,  and  are 
guilty  of  High-Treafon  againll  their  Sovereign. 

'  I  fay  High-Treafon,  Sir ;  for  it  is  fo,  I  think,  i>i 
Law,  as  v/ell  as  in  Foro  Confcientia.  Cur  Merchants, 
I  know,  who  carry  on  this  Pra6lice,  are  far  from  con- 
fidering  it  in  this  Light.  They  confider  it  only  as  an 
innocent  Correfpondence,  which  is  beneficial  to  their 
Country,  by  preferving  to  us  a  profitable  Branch  of 
Trade,  and  which  gives  no  Advantage  or  A^itance  to 
the  Enemy,  but  what  they  might  procure  from  other 
Countries,  if  we  fhciild  icfufe  to  let  them  have  it  in 
this.  But  I  hope  they  v/ill  grant,  that  a  cheap,  eafy, 
and  fecure  Acccf^  to  Infurance  upon  Shipping,  is  ri 

great 
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great  Encouragement  to  Commerce^  becaufe  it  encou-  Anno  1747. 
ra<:>-es  Men  of  fmall  Capitals  to  enter  into  it,  and 
enables  tliem  to  continue  in  it,  even  after  their  Ships 
happen  to^have  the  [Misfortune  of  being  taken  or  loft. 
If  there  were  no  fuch  Thing  as  Infurance ;  if  every 
Merchant,  concerned  in  a  Ship  or  Cargo,  were  to 
bear  his  ovi^n  Lofs,  upon  her  being  taken  or  \o%  no 
Man  of  a  fmali  Capital  would  ever  become  a  v Mer- 
chant, or  engage  in  Commerce  ;  or  if  he  did,  he  would 
probably  be  ruined  by  the  firft  Misfortune  of  this  Kind 
he  met  with  ;  becaufe,  in  order  to  make  thb  proper 
Advantage  of  a  feafonable  Piece  of  Intelligence,  com.- 
municated  to  him  by  his  foreign  Corref[>ondent,  a 
Merchant  is  often  obliged  to  load  Goods  to  a  great 
Value  on  board  of  one  Ship,  which,  without  Infu- 
rance, would  ruin  him,  in  Cafe  that  Ship  fhould  be 
loft  or  taken  by  the  Enemy  :  Whereas,  v/hen  the 
Whole  is  iniured,  he  6nly  lofes  the  Advantage  of  that 
Voyage  j  ,and  as  he  is  not  obliged  to  communicate  his 
Intelligence  to  his  Infurers,  he  may,  perhaps,  by  a  fe- 
cond  Adventure,  make  the  moft  of  his  Intelligence, 
before  the  Opportunity  be  entirely  loft, 

'  Infurance  therefore,  Sir,  muft  be  allcv/ed..to  be  of 
fuch  Confequence  to  Commerce,  that  without  a  cheap, 
eafy,  and  fecure  Accefs  to  Infurance,  no  Nation  can 
ever  acquire,  or  long  preferve,  an  extenfive  Com- 
merce ;  and  if  we  confider  the  Circurnftances  of  the 
Kingdom  of  France^  we  muft  conclude,  that  without 
an  extenfive  Commerce,  they  can  never  long  carry  en 
any  War  by  Land  or  Sea.  As  to  all  the  Necelfaries 
and  Luxuries  of  Life,  France^  I  ftiall  admit,  is  as 
fertile  a  Country  as  any  in  Eirrope ;  but  it  has  no 
Mines  of  Gold  or  Silver,  nor  does  it  produce  any 
Quantity  of  thofe  Comm.odities  that  are  neceffary  for 
providing  or  recruiting  its  Magazines  with  the  Imple- 
ments and  Stores  of  War,  either  by  Land  or  Sea.  All 
thefe  it  muft  acquire  by  its  Commerce  \  and  confe-" 
quently,  if  we  can  put  an  End  to  the  French  Com- 
merce, we  fhall  foon  difable  that  ambitious  Nation 
from  carrying  on  either  an  ofFenfive  or  defenlive  War. 

'  As-  thefe  Circurnftances,  Sir,  were  known  to  us  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  War,  might  not  common  Pru- 
dence have  fuggeftedj  that  the  moft  eft'e^iual  Method 
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A,npp  1747.  we  could  take  for  bringing  the  War  to  a  happy  and 
fpeedy  Conclufion,  was  to  take  every  Method  we 
couid  think  of  for  putting  an  End  to  the  French  Comr 
merce  ?  And  was  there  any  Method  more  obvious, 
than  that  of  depriving  the  French  Merchants,  as  much 
as  we  could,  of  any  Accefs  to  Infurance  upon  their 
Shipping  ?  Our  Merchants,  it  is  true^  will  fay,  that 
if  we  had  prohibited,  or  fliould  we  now  prohibit  their 
Infuring  in  England.,  they  will  either  fet  up  Offices  of 
Infurance  of  their  own,  or  they  will  iind  Infurances  in 
Holland^  pr  fome  other  Part  of  Europe  \  fo  that  by 
luch  a  Prohibition  we  fhali  do  them  no  Prejudice,  and 
we  fhall  deprive  our  own  Country  of  a  very  beneficial 
Branch  of  Commerce.  But  does  not  the  great  Bufi- 
nefs  they  have  in  that  Way  carried  on  here,  notwith- 
flanding  the  War,  demonftrate,  that  the  Infurance 
they  meet  with  here,  is  either  at  a  cheaper  Rate,  or 
more  fecure,  than  v/hat  they  can  meet  with  either  at; 
Home,  or  in  any  other  Part  of  Europe  f  Does  not  this 
evidently  fhew,  that  by  preventing  their  meeting  witl^ 
any  Infurances  here,  we  fliall  very  much  diftrefs,  if 
not  altogether  ruin,  their  Commerce  ?  From  Experi- 
ence we  know,  that  an  Opinion  prevails  generally 
among  the  Merchants  in  France^  that  they  cannot  de- 
pend upon  any  Infurances  but  thofe  they  meet  with  in 
England.  This  Opinion  has  long  prevailed  among 
them;  and  even  fuppofmg  this  to  be  but  a  popular 
Prejudice,  yet  as  fuch  Prejudices,  after  being  once 
rivetted,  are  not  eafily  or  fpeedily  removed,  we  may 
conclude,  that  if  we  iliould  prevent  their  meeting 
with  any  Infurances  here,  it  would  force  many  of  the 
French  Merchants  out  of  Trade,  and  make  them  re^ 
folved  to  live  upon  what  they  had  acquired,  rather 
than  rifk  being  ruined  by  trufting  to  a  bad  Infurance. 
'  It  is  therefore,  I  think.  Sir,  evident  to  a  De- 
monftration,  that  by  prohibiting  the  Infuring  of  any 
French  Ships,  or  Goods  on  French  Bottoms,  we  {ball 
bring  an  immediate  Diftrefs  upon  the  whole  French 
Commerce,  and  a  Diftrefs  too  from  which  they  can- 
not foon  or  eafily  recover  :  Nay,  I  am  convinced, 
they  will  find  it  impoflible  to  recover  during  the  War, 
which  will  of  courfe  render  it  necefTary  for  them  to 
ii^ree  to  r^afonable  Terms  of  Peace,  notv/ithftanding 
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0ie  Succefs  they  have  lately  met  with  by  the  Superi-  Anno  1747, 
ority  Gi"  their  Armies  in  Flanders,  Then,  Sir,  as  to 
the  Injury  we  may  do  ourfelves  by  putting  an  End  to 
a  beneficial  Branch  of  our  Commerce,  I  fhall  grant, 
that  very  large  Sums  of  Money  are  remitted  here  yearly 
from  France^  for  paying  the  Premiums  upon  Infurance  ; 
but  this  is  in  a  great  Meafure  but  an  imaginary  Ad- 
vantage ;  for  all  thofe  Sums,  except  a  mere  Trifle, 
when  compared  with  our  Expence  in  fupporting  the 
War,  muft  be  fent  back  again  to  France^  for  making 
good  the  Damage  fuftained  by  their  Merchants  upon 
thofe  Ships  that  are  infured  here,  and  afterwards  loft 
at  Sea,  or  taken  or  deflroyed  by  our  Ships  of  War. 
Therefore,  the  Lofs  which  the  Nation  may  fuftain  by 
being  deprived  of  this  Trade,  cannot,  I  think,  be  of 
any  Weight,  when  compared  with  the  Advantages  we 
fliall  reap  by  bringing  the  whole  French  Commerce 
into  immediate  Diftrefs.  And  if  no  French  Ship  were 
infured  here  in  England^  perhaps  our  Cruizers  and 
Privateers  might  meet  with  more  Prizes  at  Sea;  for 
though  I  fhall  not  fuppofe,  yet  there  is  Reafon  tQ 
fufpe6t,  that  fome  of  our  Infurers  may  give  Intelli- 
gence to  their  Correfpondents  in  France^  fo  far  as  they 
can  iearn,  of  the  Stations  and  Courfe  both  of  our 
Cruizers  and  Privateers ;  becaufe  in  this  Age,  when 
public  Spirit  is  at  fo  low  an  Ebb,  I  am  afraid,  we 
have  not  many  amongft  us  that  would  chufe  to  lofe 
1000/.  rather  than  prevent  their  Country's  gettin* 
jo,ooo/. 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  convinced  every  Gentle- 
rnan,  that  this  Correfpondence  between  his  Majefty's 
^ubjecfts  and  the  Subjects  of  the  French  King  about 
Infurances,  ought  to  be  entirely  cut  off;  and  lincehis 
Majefty's  Proclamation  has  not  been  found  to  be  ef-^ 
feftual  for  this  Purpofe :  Since  the  Duty  which  every 
Man  owes  to  his  Country,  has  in  this  Refpedi  been 
difregarded,  I  think,  fom.e  new  Law  ought  to  be  made, 
for  enforcing  his  Majefty's  Proclamation,  and  thereby 
pvitting  an  immediate  Stop  to  this  pernicious  Practice.* 

The  Hon.  William  Murray  next  got  up,  and  m.ade 
a  Speech  to  nearly  the  following  Purport, 

*  Mr. 
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Anno  1747'-  ^  Mr. 'Speaker, 

\„«««v-«— ^  '  Although  I  have  very  little  Hopes  of  fucceeding  in  an 
Hon.  Mr.  ^i^^- Oppofiilon  to  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  propofed, 
^^^'  yet  as  I  have  the  Ho-Rour  of  a  Seat  in  this  AiTemblyj 

I  think  the  Duty  I  owe  to  my  Country  obliges  me  to 
give  my  Sentiments  openly  and  freely  upon  the  Sub- 
jedl,  becaufe  I  fee  we  are  about  to  do  what  we  have 
before  often  done  upon  the  like  Occafions  :  We  are 
going  to  make  a  R^egulation  under  popular  Pretences, 
which,  in  my  Opinion,  will  ruin  a  very  beneficial 
Branch  of  Trade  v/e  are  now  in  PofTeilion  of,  I' may 
fay,  without  a  Rival,  and  will  transfer  it  to  our  great- 
eft  Rival  and  moft  dangerous  Enemy,  This,  I  fay. 
Sir,  we  have  often  done  before,  of  which  I  could  give 
a  Multitude  of  Inftances,  but  fhall  ^ention  only  a 
few,  in  order  to  fhew  how  cautious  we  ought  to  be  of 
making  any  new  Regulations  or  Prohibitions  v/ith 
refpeft  to  Trade,  however  plaufible  the  Pretences  may 
be  that  are  offered  for  inducing  our  Approbation. 

'  In  the  Reign  of  Charles  II.  our  landed  Gentle- 
men, efpeciaily  thofe  in  the  Weft,  found  that  the 
Produce  of  their  Eftates,  fuch  as  Cattle,  Sheep, 
Swine,  Butter  and  Cheefe,  was  very  much  lowered  in 
its  Price,  by  the  Importation  of  fuch  Commodities, 
efpeciaily  from  Ireland.  Though  it  is  the  general  In- 
tereft  of  every  Country  where  there  is  any  Trade  or 
Manufacture,  to  have  the  Price  of  thofe  Commodities 
as  cheap  as  poffible,  becaufe  it  leifens  the  Price  of 
Labour,  and  confequently  enables  them  to  underfell 
their  Rivals  at  every  foreign  Market,  yet  the  imagi- 
nary private  Intereft  of  our  landed  Gentlemen  pre- 
,  vailed,  in  Spite  of  the  Court,  over  the  general  Intereft 
of  the  Country,  and  a  Law  was  made  for  prohibiting 
the  Importation  of  all  fuch  Commodities.  I  fay.  Sir, 
the  imaginary  Intereft  of  the  landed  Gentlemen  ;  for 
it  is  certainly  their  real  Intereft  to  encourage  by  all 
poffible  Means  the  Trade,  Manufactures,  and  Com- 
merce of  their  Country  ;  but  this  is  a  future  diftant 
Intereft,  which  ftrikes  very  few  Men  fo  ftrongly  as 
that  which  is  prefent  3  and  therefore  the  prefent  ima- 
ginary Intereft  then  prevailed  over  that  which  was  real, 
but  future.  What  was  the  Confequence?  As  to  the 
Black  Cattle  and  Swine,  the  Jrijh  being  thus  prevented 
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from  Importing -them  into  Eriglandj  where  formerly    Anno  1747. 

they  were  fattened  up  and  killed,  the  Breeders  of  fuch 

Cattle  and  Swine  were  forced  to  fatten  them  up  them- 

felves,  to  fait  v/hat  they  could  not  find  Vent  for  at 

Home,  and  to  Tell  their  Salt-Beef  and  Pork,  as  well 

as  their  Butter  and  Cheefe,  to  the  Frerich^  who  were 

then  juit  beginning  to  fet  up  Manufae^ures,  and  to 

plant  their  Sugar   Colonies,    neither  of  which  they 

could  fo  eafily  or  fo  foon  have  done,  had  they  not  been 

fupplied  with  thefe  Provifions  from  Ireland. 

'  This  was.  Sir,  the  fatal  Confequence  of  our  wife 
Regulation  with  refpeft  to  Irifo  Black  Cattle,  Sv/ine, 
Butter  and  Cheefe ;  but  with  refpecl  to  Sheep,  the 
Confequence  was  ftill  more  fatal :  For  the  Ir'ijh  being 
prevented  from  bringing  their  Sheep  to  England^  and 
being  unable  to  make  any  Thing  of  themv/hen  killed 
at  Home,  or  to  fend  them  dead  or  alive  to  any  foreign 
Market,  they  kept  them  running  in  their  Sheep- 
Walks,  and  increafmg  in  Num^ber  every  Year,  merely 
for  the  Sake  of  the  Wool,  by  which  that  Commodity 
was  rendered  m.uch  cheaper  in  Ireland  than  it  was  in 
Engla'rid^  which  produced  two  Confequences  fatal  to 
our  Trade  and  Manufa6Lures  ;  for,  firft,  by  the  Cheap- 
nefs  o{  "Wool  in  Ireland^  great  Quantities  of  it  were 
Holen  away  to  France^  nor>vithfl:anding  the  utmoft  we 
could  do  to  prevent  it,  and  fold  there  as  cheap,  as  the 
fame  Commodity  could  be  fold  in  England^  which  laid 
the  firfl  and  chief  Foundation  of  all  their  Woollen 
Manufadures ;  and,  sdly,  by  the  Cheapnefs  of  Wool 
in  Ireland^  the  People  there  were  enabled  to  fet  up 
Woollen  Manufactures  of  their  own,  which  foon 
carne  to  vie  with  thofe  oi  England-,  fo  that  our  Mer- 
chants found  themxfeives  rivalled  and  underfold  at  all 
foreign  Markets  by  the  Irifo^  which  led  us  into  the 
committing  of  another  moft  egregious  Sclecifm  in  our 
Politicks  with  Regard  to  our  Trade. 

'  As  I  have  faid.  Sir,  the  Merchants  who  exported 
our  Woollen  Manufactures,  foon  found  themfelves 
rivalled  and  underfold  at  mofr  foreign  Markets  by  the 
hijh^  this  obliged  them  to  endeavour  to  beat  down 
the  Price  of  our  M?.nufaciures  here  at  Home,  and  the 
Reafcn  they  aHigned  for  fodoino;,  was  their  being  un- 
derfold by  the  Irij})  Abroad,  v/hich  of  courfe  raifed  a 
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Anna  1747.  popular  Ckmour  againft  allowing  the  Irljh  to  export 
any  Woollen  ManufacSlures.  As  every  Set  of  Tradef- 
men^  and,  indeed,  every  particular  Tradelman,  would 
be  glad  to  have  a  Monopoly  in  what  he  deals  in,  it 
was  no  Way  furprizing  to  hear  fuch  a  Clamour  raifed 
among  our  Manufa6turers,  and  unthinking  People  here 
at  Home ;  and  if  we  could  by  a  Law  prevent  every 
Nation  in  the  World  from  carrying  on  any  Woollen 
Manufactures,  I  fhall  grant,  that  it  would  have  been 
right  to  have  prohibited  the  Exportation  of  WooHen 
Manufa£i:ures  from  Irebnd :  But  as  we  cannot  by  a 
Lav/  prevent  other  Nations  from  being  our  Rivals  in 
this  Manufa6!:ure,  as  well  as  every  other ;  as  we  can 
no  Way  do  this,  but  by  enabling  our  own  People  to 
work  up  and  fell  their  Manufactures  cheaper,  than  the 
iame  Sort  of  Mcinufa£l;ures  can  be  worked  up  and  fold 
m  any  other  Country,  inftead  of  prohibiting  the  Ex- 
portation of  any  Woollen  Manufactures  from  Irelandy 
W'e  fhould  have  thought  only  on  Methods  for  render- 
ing the  Materials  and  Labour  in  England^  as  cheap  as 
they  were  in  Ireland;  and  the  firft  and  moft  obvious 
Method  for  this  Purpofe  was,  to  have  repealed  that 
Law,  which  prohibited  the  Lnportation  of  fo  many  of 
the  Neceflaries  m  Life  from  Ireland, 

'  But,  Sir,  inftead  of  this,  the  popular  Clamour 
prevailed,  and  in  the  Year  1699,  a  Law  was  paflTed 
for  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  any  Woollen  Ma-. 
nufaClures  whatfoever  out  of  Ireland^  to  any  Place  ex- 
cept Enghmd  and  Wales.  Nay,  even  to  England  and 
TVales  the  Exportation  was  laid  under  fuch  ReftriCtionSj 
as  made  it  alm.cft  impoflible  for  the  Irijh  to  fell  any  of 
theirWoollenManufaClures,  except  in  their  own  Coun- 
try ;  the  Confequence  of  which  was  of  Courfe,  that 
many  of  their  ManufacSturers,  both  Mafters  and  Ser- 
vants, were  obliged  to  feek  for  Employment  in  foreign 
Countries,  and  moil  of  them  went  to  France^  which 
cftablifhed  the  Woollen  Manufactures  of  that  King- 
dom, and  increaied  t]ie  clandeftine  Exportation  of 
Wool  from  Ireland  to  France  ;  fo  that  in  a  little  Time 
the  Frefich  made  fufficient  for  their  own  Confumption, 
and  by  a  new  Solecifm  in  our  Politicks,  we  foon  opened 
for  them  a  foreign  Market :  But  before  I  explain  my«- 
icif  upon  this  Head,  1  ihall  olferve,  that  if  we  had, 
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in  the  Year  1699,  repealed  the  Law  which  prohibited  Anno  1747, 
the  Importation  of  Infi  Cattle,  Sheep,  Swine,  Butter 
and  Cheefe,  it  would  have  enabled  the  Manufadlurers 
in  England  to  work  up  and  ieil  their  Manufactures  as 
cheap  as  the  /n/??,  and  both  v/ould  have  been  fold  fo 
cheap  at  foreign  Markets,  as  would  have  greatly  in- 
creafed  the  Demand,  which  would  have  furnifhed  Em- 
ployment enough  for  all  the  Manufacturers  both  in 
Ireland  and  England,  and  would  have  rendered  it  im- 
poilible  for  the  French  to  fucceed  in  eftablifhing  a 
Woollen  Manufacture  of  any  Kind,  becaufe  the 
Cheapnefs  of  our  coarfe  Woollen  Manufa£tures  v.'ould 
have  made  them  be  run  into-  France,  and  confumed 
there,  in  Spite  of  all  the  Meafures  their  Government 
could  have  taken  to  prevent  it ;  and  every  one  knows, 
that  Manufaftories  have  in  all  Countries  been  firft  fet 
up  by  the  coarfer  Sort  of  Manufactures,  confequently, 
if  we  could  have  prevented  the  French  fromx  fucceeding 
in  any  of  the  coarfer  Sort,  we  fbould  have  prevented 
their  being  ever  able  to  manu'fa6ture  any  of  the  finer 
Sort,  either  for  themfelves  or  their  Neighbours. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  by  endeavouring  to  keep  up  the  Price 
of  our  own  Manufactures,  at  the  Expence  of  our 
Fellow-Subje(Sts  in  Ireland,  we  enabled  our  moft  dan- 
gerous Enemies  to  fucceed  fo  far  in  fetting  up  Woollen 
Manufactures,  as  to  furnidi  themfelves  v/ith  what  they 
wanted  in  that  Way,  and  as  I  have  faid,  we  at  laft 
enabled  them,  by  a  new  Solecifm  in  our  Politicks, 
with  regard  to  Trade,  to  become  our  Rivals  at  foreign 
Markets.  What  I  mean.  Sir,  is  our  Declaration  of 
War  againft  Spain,  in  1702;  for  though  we  had  fufH- 
cient  Provocation  at  that  Time  for  declaring  War 
againft  France,  the  new  King  of  Spain,  whom  we 
had  acknowledged  but  the  Year  before,  had  given  us 
no  Provocation  to  declare  War  againft  him,  and  a 
Kegard  for  our  Trade  with  Spain,  which  had  been  al- 
ways before  of  great  Advantage  to  us,  fhould  have 
made  us  avoid  being  the  firft  to  declare  V/ar  againft 
that  Kingdom.  Till  that  Time  Spain  had  always  been 
the  chief  Mart  for  our  Woollen  Manufactures ;  but 
by  thus  rafhly  declaring  War  againft  them,  v/e  ftiut 
^up,  in  a  great  Meafure,  that  Mart  for  the  Woollen 
Manufactures  of  England,  and  opened  it  for  thofe  of 

France-^ 
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Anno  1747.  France ;  for  though  we  v/ere  then  wife  enough  not  to 
prohibit  Trade  with  Spain^  notwithitailding  the  War 
we  had  declared,  yet  the  War  gave  ftich  an  Interrup- 
tion to  our  Commerce,  and  raifed  fuch  an  Averfion 
among  the  Spanicirds  againfl  us,  that  by  Degrees  they 
were  brought  into  the  Cuftom  of  wearing  French  in- 
{lead  of  EngUp  Manufactures* 

'  I  could  mention  many  other  Inftances,  Sir,  where 
we  have  injured  our  own  Trade,  and  promoted  that  of 
our  mof?:  inveterate  Enemy,  by  ill-judged  Regulations^. 
or  miilraken  Politicks  ;  but  thefe,  I  hope,  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  fhewing  Gentlemen,  how  cautious  they 
ought  to  be,  v/hen  any  new  FwCgulation  is  propofed 
with  Refpe(3:  to  Trade,  ef|jecially  a  Regulation  v/hich 
may  perhaps  flrip  us  of  the  only  Branch  of  Trade  v/e 
now  enjoy  without  a  Rival,  and  may  very  probably 
transfer  it  to  our  Enemies  the  French.  I  fay,  Sir,  a 
Branch  of  Trade,  which  we  now  enjoy  v/ithout  a 
Rival;  for,  I  believe,  there  is  a  great  deal  more  of 
the  Infurance  Bufinefs  done  now  in  England^  than  m~ 
all  Europe  befides.  Not  only  the  Nations  v/e  are  in 
Amity  with,  but  even  our  Enemies  the  French  and 
Spaniards^  tranfadt  moil:  of  their  Bufinefs  of  Infurance 
here  at  London ;  and  I  cannot  think  it  any  Crime  iit 
our  Merchants  to  correfpond  with  them,  on  this  Head, 
no  more  than  it  was  in  our  Merchants  to  correfpond 
about  Trade,  with  the  Spanifn  Merchants,  during  the 
whole  Time  of  the  War -in  Qjjieen  Anne\  Reign.  To 
€arry  on  Trade  for  the  mutual  Benefit  of  both  Nati- 
ons, is  not  aiding  and  afiifting  the  Enemy,  nor  is  it 
fuch  a  Correfpondence  as  was  intended  to  be  prohibited 
by  his  Majefty's  Declaration  of  War,  efpecially  when 
it  is  fuch  a  Trade  as  muft  always  leave  a  large  Balance 
in  ready  Money  here  in  England. 

'  This  Balance,  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  may  appear  to  be 
but  a  TriHewhen  compared  with  the  Expence  we  are 
?.t  in  fuppordng  the  War,  but  the  greater  that  Expence 
is,  the  more  Money  we  are  obliged  to  fend  out  yearly  on 
that  Account ;  furely,  the  more  cautious  v/e  ought  to 
be  of  parting  with  any  Branch  of  Trade,  which  cer- 
tainly leaves  a  Balance  here  ;  and  if  we  confider  the 
great  Profits  made  by  the  Infurer,  the  Profits  made  by 
the  Broker  or  Office-keeper,  the  Profits  made  by  the 
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Fa(9:or,  and  the  Profits  made  by  our  Dealers  in  Ex- 
change, we  cannot  fuppofe  this  Balance  to  be  luch  a 
Trifle,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  feems  inclined  to  re- 
prefent  it.  For  my  own  Part,  I  muft  fuppofe,  that  it 
amounts  to  a  very  large  Sum  annually,  when  I  confi- 
der  the  vaft  Sums  yearly  infured  here,  upon  French  and 
Spanijh  Bottoms.,  both  which  I  muft  take  into  the  Ac- 
count, becaufe,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  we  {hall  lofe 
both  by  this  Regulation. 

*  Neverthelefs,  Sir,  however  great  I  may  think  this 
Balance,  however  dangerous  I  may  think  the  Regula- 
tion propofed,  I  ihould  readily  agree  to  it,  could  I 
think  it  certain,  that  the  French  Merchants  would  find 
It  impoifible  to  meet  with  good  Infurers  either  at 
Home,  or  in  any  other  Part  of  Europe ;  but  I  am  fo 
far  from  thinking  this  certain,  that  1  think  the  Cer- 
tainty lies  on  the  other  Side.  It  is  well  known,  that 
there  is  not  a  more  enterprifing,  adventurous  Peoples 
'  in  Europe  than  the  French  naturally  are,  nor  a  People 
that  have  a  greater  Itch  for  every  Thing  that  looks 
like  Gaming.  Their  having  no  public  Infurance-Of- 
fice,  nor  any  Number  of  private  Infurers,  in  France^ 
does  not  proceed  from  a  Want  of  rich  Men  who 
would  be  ready  and  willing  to  undertake  this  Bufinefs, 
but  from  the  Difficulty  they  find  at  prefent  to  get.  any 
Employment  in  this  Way,  The  French  Merchants 
have  been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  our  Shop,  and  have 
always  found  themfelves  fo  honourably  dealt  with, 
that  they  will  not  apply  to  any  other,  and  will  rather 
chufe  to  pay  Commillion  here,  than  truft  to  any  Office, 
or  any  private  Infurer,  among  themfelves.  There- 
fore, while  we  admit  them,  to  infure  here,  it  will  myex 
be  in  the  Power  even  of  the  Government  of  France 
to  fet  up  a  public  Infurance-Oifice,  nor  can  any 
private  Man  there  meet  with  Encouragem.ent  in  this 
Way  of  Bufinefs.  But  I  am  convinced,  that  as  foon 
as  they  hear  of  this  Bill's  being  pafTed  into  a  Law,  a 
public  Office  of  Infurance  will  be  ere£i:ed  at  Paris^ 
and  Multitudes  of  rich  Men  there  will  undertake  the 
Bufinefs,  becaufe,  after  we  have  banifhed  their  Mer- 
chants from  our  Shop,  they  will  apply  to  the  Shops 
fet  up  in  their  own  Country,  rather  than  to  any  foreign 
Shop,  they  have  never  been  accuflomed  to, 
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Aar.o  1747.  *  What  are  we  then  to  do  by  this  Regulation  t 
Why,  Sir,  we  are  to  ftrip  ourfelves  of  a  moft  pro- 
fitable Branch  of  Trade,  and  transfer  It  to  the  French^ 
who  could  never  have  got  hold  of  It,  If  it  had  not 
been  for  this  our  wife  Regulation.  And  this  will  b6 
the  EfFecSt,  not  only  as  to  Infurances  upon  French  Ships, 
but  in  a  very  little  Time  as  to  the  Infurances  upon  all 
the  Ships  of  Spain  and  Portugal-,  for  as  the  Cor- 
refpondence  between  them  and  Paris  is  quicker  and 
more  certain,  than  the  Correfpondence  between  them 
and  London^  they  will  apply  to  the  Offices  of  Infurancc  ; 
at  Parisy  as  foon  as  thefe  Offices  have  come  into  a 
little  Credit ;  and  if  a  public  Office  be  fet  up  there 
with  a  large  Capital,  their  Capital  will  procure  them 
Credit,  as  foon  as  the  Office  is  opened. 

*  Having  thus.  Sir,  fhewn  how  probable  It  Is,  that 
the  French  Merchants  will  find  an  eafy  and  fecure 
Accefs  to  Infurance  at  Home,  the  very  Moment  we 
exclude  them  from  it  in  England,  I  think,  I  have  no 
Occafion  to  take  Notice  of  the  Advantages  we  fliall 
reap  by  the  Exclufion  ;  for  all  thofe  Advantages  are 
founded  upon  a  Suppofition,  that  it  will  be  impoffible 
for  them  to  find  fo  cheap  and  fo  fecure  an  Infurance  at 
Home,  as  they  now  find  in  England,  which  is  a  Sup- 
pofition that,  for  the  Reafons  I  have  mentioned,  can- 
not, I  think,  with  any  Reafon  be  fuppofed  ;  and  If 
this  fhould  turn  out  to  be  the  Cafe,  as  I  am  afraid  it 
will,  we  liiall  ftrip  ourfelves  of  a  Branch  of  Trade 
by  which  we  now  make  a  clear  Profit,  perhaps,  of 
feveral  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  yearly,  and  transfer  it 
to  our  mofi:  dangerous  Rival  3  which  is  not,  I  am  fure, 
a  proper  Method  for  bringing  the  War  to  a  happy  and 
fpeedy  Conclufion. 

'  Having  mentioned  the  War,  Sir,  I  mull:  obferye, 
that  our  Succefs  at  Sea  this  laft  Summer,  makes  It 
more  unnecefiTary  for  us  to  think  of  fuch  a  Regulation 
now,  than  it  has  been  at  any  Time  fince  the  War 
began  ;  and  if  Providence  Ihould  favour  us  with  the 
fame  Succefs  next  Summer,  we  fhail  have  no  Occafion 
to  prohibit  Infurances  upon  French  Ships,  for  it  will 
ralfe  the  Price  of  Infurance  fo  high,  that  no  Man 
either  in  France,  or  any  where  elfe,  will  think  of  fend- 
ing Goods  by  any  fuch  Ship.     Before  a  Merchant 
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fends  out  a  Cargo,  he  always  firft  fits  down  and  com-  Anno  1747. 
putes,  what  Profit  he  may  probably  make  by  the  Ad- 
venture out  and  -home ;  and  if  the  Infurance  be  fo 
high,  that  no  Profit  he  can  expedl  will  anfwer  it,  and 
fomething  more  for  his  own  Trouble,  and  the  Ufe  of 
his  Money,  he  will  certainly  refolve  to  fend  out  no 
Cargo  at  all.  Therefore,  if  by  the  Succefs  of  our 
Squadrons  and  Cruifers,  we  fhould  be  able  to  raife 
the  Price  of  Infurance  upon  French  Ships  to  fiich  a 
Height,  that  no  Trade  can  bear  it,  we  (hall  much 
more  ejFe6lually  and  more  fafely  put  an  End  to  the 
French  Commerce,  at  leaft  in  their  own  Ships,  than 
we  can  do  by  this  Regulation  5  and  if  they  ihould 
fall  upon  any  Way  to  carry  on  their  Commerce  in 
neutral  Bottoms,  this  Regulation  can  no  Way  afFect 
it.  This  we  lliould  attempt ;  this,  I  am  very  fur^, 
our  Minifters  will  do  all  that  lies  in  their  Power  to 
efFecSluate  ;  and  therefore,  I  think,  we  fhould  fuf]:)end 
agreeing  to  any  fuch  dangerous  Regulation,  till  we 
have  tried  a  little  farther  what  can  be  done  in  this 
Way. 

'  Before  I  fit  down.  Sir,  I  mufl  take  Notice  of  a 
Sufpicion,  not  a  Suppofrtion,  thrown  out  by  the  FIcn, 
Gentleman,  that  fome  of  our  Infurers  have  given 
Intelligence  to  the  French^  of  the  Stations  of  our  Men 
of  War  and  Privateers,  in  order  to  prevent  the  French 
Ships  on  which  they  had  infured  coming  in  their 
Way.  For  my  ov/n  Part,  I  never  heard  that  any 
fuch  Thing  was  fufpe6led  ;  but  on  the  contrary  I  have 
heard,  that  fome  of  the  richeil:  Prizes  taken  in  this 
War,  fell  into  our  Hands  by  Intelligence  communi- 
cated by  thofe  employed  to  get  Infurances  upon  them. 
To  this  I  mufi:  add,  that  it  is,  in  my  Opinion,"  im- 
pofHble  for  our  Infurers  to  give  Intelligence  of  the 
Stations  either  of  our  Cruifers  or  Privateers,  becaufe 
our  Cruifers  never  know  their  Station?  till  they  open 
their  Orders  at  Sea,  being,  as  I  have  heard,  directed 
firft  to  fail  to  fuch  a  Station,  and  there  to  open  their 
new  Orders ;  and  as  to  our  Privateers,  their  Station 
is  always  left  to  the  Direftion  of  the  Captain,  who 
may  change  it  as  often  as  he  v/ill,  and  feldom  goes 
€)ut  with  any  fixt  Dellgn,  Or  if  he  does,  he  v/\}A^  for 
Vol,  IIi:  K  his 


f    13^    I 

AnKb  r747»  his  own  Sake,,  as  well  as  for  the  Sake  of  his  Own-ers, 

C— -y"*"*—  let  no  one  into  the  Secret. 

'  I  muft  therefore  be  of  Opinion,  Sir,  that  neither 
in  this  Refpe£i,  nor  any  other,  our  Infurers  can  do  us 
any  Prejudice  if  they  would ;  nor  can  they,  I  think, 
give  the  French  Commerce  any  Advantage,  but  fuch  a 
one  as  the  French  Merchants  may  meet  with  at  Home, 
the  Moment  we  exclude  them  from  it  here.  How  far 
the  popular  Clamour  without  Doors  may  prevail  upon 
Gentlemen  within,  I  do  not  know;  but  as  I  look 
upon  the  Expedient  propofed  as  a  very  dangerous  one, 
and  as  an  Expedient  that  will  certainly  i3e  attended 
with  an  Advantage  to  the  French  Trade  and  a  Lofs  ta 
our  own  ;  as,  I  hope,  and  not  without  juft  Grounds, 
that  the  Advance  of  the  Premium  will  foon  put  an 
entire  Stop  to  ail  French  Infurances,  here  or  any  where 
^  elfe,  and  confequently  to  all  the  French  Commerce  in; 
their  own  Shipping,  I  muft  be  againft  what  is  pro- 
pofed j  and  though  I  was  fenfible  of  its  being  at  pre- 
fent  a  little  unpopular  to  oppofe  fuch  a  Proportion,  I 
thought  I  was,  in  Duty  to  my  Country,  obliged  to 
declare  my  Sentiments  openly  and  freely  upon  thS' 
Subje£l:.' 

A-Ir.  Alderman  Janjpn  fpoke  next,  to  this  EiFe£^. 
*  Mr.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Aidermafl       *  Whatever  may  have  been  the  Confequences  of 
JaaiTcn,  ^^j  former  Regulation  with  regard  to  Trade,  I  am 

perfuaded,  no  bad  Confequence  can  be  apprehended 
from  the  Regulation  now  propofed,  becaufe  it  pro- 
ceeds from  no  particular  or  provincial,  but  folely  from 
a  national  Confideration  ;  for  between  thefe  tv/o  Sorts 
of  Confiderations  Vv'e  ought  carefully  to  diftinguifh,  as 
often  as  v/e  hear  any  new  Regulation  propofed  with 
refpecl  to  our  Trade  or  Commerce.  Such  as  proceed 
from  any  particular  or  provincial  Confiderations  are, 
in  their  Confequences,  often  foimd  to  be  prejudicial 
to  the  Trade  of  the  Nation  in  general ;  but  this 
can  hardly  be  when  the  national  Intereft  is  the  fole 
Foundation  for  what  is  propofed.  By  this  Rule  let  us 
examine  the  Inftances  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  fj?ok.e  laft,:  and  v/e  fliall  find,  that  both  of 

them 
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them  proceeded  from  provincial  Confiderations ;  for  Anno  1747. 
fuch  I  muft  call  all  fuch  as  relate  only  to  the  particu- 
lar Intereft  of  any  one  Part  of  the  Br'it'ifb  Dominions, 
efpecially  when  it  is  propofed  to  promote  the  particular 
Intereft  of  one  Part  or  Province  by  doing  an  hOt  of 
Injuftice  to  another.  I  fay.  Sir,  an  Act  of  Injuftice; 
for  fuch  I  muft  call  all  Prohibitions  upon  the  Com- 
modities, Manufa6lures,  or  Trade  of  any  one  Part  of 
the  Britijh  Dominions,  unlefs  that  Prohibition  be  ap- 
parently neceifary  for  the  Good  of  the  Whole. 

'  With  regard  to  Trade,  Sir,  there  is  a  very  great 
DiiFerence  betweenr^ncouragements  and  Prohibitions : 
We  may,  by  Premiums  and  other  Favours,  encourao-e 
the  Manufa&ure  or  Produce  of  one  particular  Sort  of 
Commodity  in  one  Province  more  than  in  another,  in 
order  to  propagate  the  Manufadlure  or  Produce  of 
every   Sort  of  Commodity  in  fome  Part  of  our  own 
Dominions,  becaufe  fuch  Encouragements  can  never 
tend  to  enable  Foreigners  to  rival,  out-do,  or  under- 
fell  us  in   any  Sort  of  Manufa61:ure  or  Produce  ;  but 
when  we  prohibit  the  Manufacture  or  Produce  of  any 
one  Province,  in  order  to  enable  the  People  of  another 
Province  to   fell  their  Manufa6lure  or  Produce  at  a 
dearer  Rate,  it  muft  neceftarily  enable  Foreigners  to 
rival  us  at  all  foreign  Markets,  and  perhaps,    at  laft, 
even  in  our  own  Markets  5  for  if  Foreigners  iliould 
fell  Manufactures  or  Produce  of  any  Kind  at  a  much 
cheaper  Rate  than  our  People  do  thofe  of  the  fame 
Kind,  \t  will  hardly  be  poHible  for  us,  by  the  moft 
fevere  Laws,  to.  prevent  their  being  clandeftinely  run 
into   our   Dominions,    and    confumed   by    our    own 
People. 

'  From  hence.  Sir,  we  may  fee  the  Miftake  we 
fell  into  by  prohibiting  the  Importation  of  Irijh  Cattle, 
and  the  Exportation  of  their  Woollen  Manufaftures  ; 
and  we  may  likewife  fee  the  Caufe  of  that  Miftake. 
It  proceeded  from  a  provincial  Partiality,  v/hich  muft 
be  allowed  to  be  laudable,  but  was,  at  that  Time  par- 
ticularly, imprudent ;  becaufe  our  Neighbours  upon 
the  Continent,  efpecially  the  French^  had  by  that 
Time  become  fenlible  of  the  great  Advantages  ac- 
cruing to  a  Country  from  Trade  and  Manufactures  ; 
^nci  were  taking  everv  Method  in  their  Pov/er  for 
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Anno  1747.  becomirig  our  Rivals.  But  the  Regulation  now  prd^ 
pofed  proceeds  from  no  provincial  Partiality  or  partis 
cular  Confideration.  It  is  founded  iipon  the  Interelt 
of  the  Nation  in  general,  and  upon  a  Maxim  vi^hich 
never  was  controverted,  that  we  ought  to  take  every 
Method  in  our  Power  for  diftreffing  the  declared  Ene- 
mies of  our  Country.  Will  any  one  fay,  that  the 
putting  of  an  entire  Stop  to  the  French  Commerce, 
vvould  not  be  a  national  Benefit  for  England? 
Will  any  one  fay,  that  the  preventing  the  French 
Merchants  from  being  able  to  find  any  Infurers,  would 
not  greatly  dillrefs  the  Commerce  of  that  Nation  ? 
Neither  of  thefe.  Sir,  can  pofiibly  be  denied  ;  and  the 
only  Way  of  evading  the  Argument  is  by  faying, 
that  fhould  we  put  a  Stop  to  all  liifurances  upon 
French  Ships  here  in  England^  their  Merchants  would 
iind  Infurances  either  at  Home,  or  in  fome  other  Part 
of  Europe ;  but  thofe  who  know  how  diiKcult  it  is  to 
introduce  and  efl?.blifti  any  new  Branch  of  Bufmefs  in 
a,  Country,  mufl  be  convinced,  that  during  the  War 
it  would  not  be  polTible  to  bring  the  Bufmefs  of  In- 
furance  to  Perfe6i:ion,  either  in  Frajice  or  any  where 
elfe;  and  in  the  mean  Time  \}[i^  French  mufl  either  put 
an  entire  Stop  to  their  Commerce,  or  Multitudes  of 
their  Merchants  would  be  ruined  by  the  Captures  wc 
may  hereafter  make. 

'  The  great  and  chief  Advantage  derived  from  In- 
furance  is  this.  Sir  :  It  eliables  Men  of  fmall  Capitals: 
to  engage  in,  and  carry  on  a  foreign  Commerce,  with- 
out rifking  their  Capitals,  or  endangering  their  Credit. 
By  this  Method  every  Merchant,  who  fends  an  Ad- 
venture to  Sea,  contributes  to  the  general  Lofs,  ac- 
cording to  the  Value  of  his  Adventures,  fo  that  the 
Lofs  can  never  fall  too  heavy  upon  any  one,  nor  is 
any  Man's  Credit  endangered  by  his  having  a  great 
Part  of  his  Property  on  board  one  Fleet,  or  one  par- 
ticular Ship  ;  but  if  there  were  no  fuch  Thing  as 
Infurance,  every  Man  would  be  obliged  to  bear  his 
own  Lofs,  which  would  render  him  Bankrupt,  if  he 
were  a  Man  of  a  fmall  Capital  j  and  when  it  is  known, 
that  fuch  a  Man  has  ;embarked  a  great  Part  of  his 
Capital  in  one  Bottom,  his  Credit  mufl  be  at  a  full 
Stop  till  the  Fate  of  that  Voyage  be  known,  let  it  be 
5  nevei" 
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sever  fo  tedioas ;  fo  that  in  the  mean  Time  he  can  Anno  1747, 
provide  for  no  new  Adventure^  nor  make  ufe  of  his 
Credit  for  engaging  in  any  new  Scheme  of  Trade,  let 
it  be  never  fo  advantageous  ;  whereas,  when  every 
Merchant  has  free  Accefs  to  Infurance,  and  with  In- 
furers  whofe  PuncSluflity  may  by  Experience  be  de- 
pended on,  the  Lofs  upon  any  Voyage,  by  Capture 
or  Shipwreck,  no  Way  afFe61:s  the  Capital  of  the  Ad- 
venturers ;  nor  is  the  Credit  of  any  one  of  them  in  the 
mean  Time  diminifhed.  As  every  Neighbour  knows 
he  has  a  large  Capital  at  Sea,  and  every  Shilling  of  it 
well  infured,  they  will  be  ready  to  trail  him  with 
Goods,  or  even  to  lend  him  Money  for  providing  for 
?i  new  Voyage,  or  for  engaging  in  any  new  Scheme  of 
Trade,  becaufe  they  are  fure  of  being  repaid  upon  the 
Return  of  the  Ship,  or  upon  the  firft  certain  Account 
of  her  being  loft. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  a  ready  Accefs  to 
fuch  Infurances  as  may  be  depended  on,  not  only  pro- 
motes Commerce,  by  enabling  Men  of  fmall  Capitals 
to  engage  in  it,  but  increafes  private  Credit,  and 
thereby  enables  every  Man  concerned  to  extend  his 
Commerce  much  farther  than  he  could  do  without 
fuch  an  Affiftance.  As  this  is  fo  evident,  how  pre- 
pofterous  is  it  in  us jto  allow  the  Commerce  and  Credit 
of  the  French^  to  be  not  only  fecured,  but  promoted 
and  increafed,  by  having  their  Ships  infured  here  in 
England  during  an  open  War  between  the  two  Na- 
tions ?  Suppofmg  it  were  poffible,  nay.^  fuppofmg  it 
probable,  that  the  French  might  be  able  to  find  In- 
furances at  Home,  or  in  fome  other  Part  of  Europe^ 
upon  our  putting  a  Stop  to  their  infurlng  here,  yet  it 
IS  certain,  that  thefe  French  or  foreign  Infurers  could 
not  for  fome  Years  gain  fuch  Credit  and  Confidence 
among  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  France^  as  the 
Englijh  Infurers  now  have  ;  the  Confequence  of  which 
would  certainly  be,  that  many  of  thofe  now  engaged 
in  the  foreign  Commerce  of  France^  would  either  retire 
from  all  Bufmefs,  in  order  to  live  upon  the  little  For- 
tunes they  had  acquired,  or  betake  themfelves  to  other 
Employments,  becaufe  they  could  not  truft  to  thefe 
new  Infurers  ;  and  even  thofe  who  continued  in  Trade, 
would  not  have  fuch  Credit  as  they  have  at  prefent ; 
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mno  1747.  for  the  Credit  of  a  Merchant,  whofe  chief  Stock  is  at 
Sea,  depends  more  upon  the  Credit  of  his  Infurer  than 
upon  his  own. 

'  Thus,  even  fuppoflng  that  the  French  fhould  find 
Infurances,  either  at  Home  or  in  fome  other  Country, 
yet  by  our  preventing  their  being  able  to  infure  here  in 
England^  both  their  Commerce  and  Credit  would,  for 
three  or  four  Years  at  leaf!:,  be  greatly  diftrefied  and 
greatly  diminiihed  ;  and  this  would  raife  fuch  a  Cla- 
mour among  the  People,  and  fo  clog  the  Wheels  of 
their  Government,  that  their  Court,  notwithflanding 
their  Succefs  at  Land,  might  find  themfelves  obliged 
to  hearken  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace.  But  on 
the  other  Hand,  fappofmg  that  they  fhould  not  be 
able  to  find  any  refponfible  Infurances  either  at  Home, 
or  in  any  other  Country,  in  this  Cafe  the  French  Mer-^ 
'  chants  muil  either  refolve  to  give  up  all  Commerce  by 
Sea,  or  every  one  of  them  muft  refolve  to  carry  it  on 
at  his  own  Rifk.  If  the  former  Refolution  fhould  ht 
taken,  the  greateft  Part  of  the  prefent  Commerce  of 
France  would  center  in  England^  and  their  Colonies  iii 
America  would  in  a  Year  or  two  be  fo  much  diflrefTed 
for  Want  of  Provifions,  that  they  would  be  glad  to 
furrender  themfelves  to  us  :  If  the  latter  fhould  be  the 
Refolution  generally  taken  by  the  French  Merchants, 
every  French  Ship  made  Prize  of  by  our  Men  of  War, 
or  Privateers,  would  occafion  two  or  three  Bankrupt- 
cies in  France^  and  thefe  frequent  Bankruptcies  would 
foon  put  an  End  to  their  perfifling,  or  being  able  to 
perfifl,  in  fuch  a  Refolution. 

^  To  evade  this  Argument,  I  know  it  is  faid.  Sir, 
that  the  French  might  refolve  to  carry  on  their  Com- 
merce, and  fupply  their  Colonies,  by  Means  of  neutral 
Ships,  which,  notwithftanding  this  Bill,  might  be  all 
infured  in  England \  but  as  foon  as  this  fhould  appear 
to  be  their  Refolution,  we  might  eafily  put  an  End  to 
it,  by  a  fhort  Bill  for  prohibiting  the  Subjects  of  this 
Kingdom  to  infure  upon  any  Ship  bound  to  or  from 
any  Port  in  the  French  Dominions  ;  or  we  may  pro- 
vide againfl  fuch  a  Refolution  by  a  few  Words  in  the 
prefent  Bill ;  and  with  regard  to  their  Colonies,  I  do 
not  fee  how  they  could  be  fupplied  even  by  Means  of 
neutral  Shins  3  for  as  their  Colonies  can  be  fupplied  no 
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Way  but  "by  Sea,  if  we  fhould  block  them  up  by  Sea,  ajiho  1747. 
in  order  to  force  them  to  furrender  for  Want  of  Sub- 
iiftence,  we  would  have  -a  Right,  by  the  Law  of  Na- 
tions, at  kaft  to  feize,  if  not  coiiiifcate,  every 
neutral  Ship  that  attempted  to  carry  them  any  Provi- 
fions  :  Nay,  as  the  War  is  moft  evidently  unjuft  oa 
the  Side  oi France^  we  fhould,  according  to  the  Opinion 
of  the  learned  Grotius^  have  a  Right  not  only  to  feize^ 
but  to  confifcate  every  fuch  Ship  and  Cargo,  by  Way 
of  Punifhment  upon  thofe  who  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  our  Enemies  in  fuch  an  unjuft  War  againft  us. 

'  In  fbort.  Sir,  I  think,  there  is  nothing  more  evi- 
dent, than  that,  by  prohibiting  the  Infurance  of  i^r^;zcZ> 
Ships,  we  fhall  certainly  diftrefs  and  diminifh,  if  not 
entirely  ruin,  both  the  Commerce  and  Credit  of  the 
French ;  and  as  either  of  thefe  would  be  a  great  Advan- 
tage to  us,  not  only  in  our  Trade,  but  in  the  Profe- 
cution  of  the  War,  what  fhould  hinder  us  from  feizing 
upon  this  Advantage  ?  Why,  it  is  faid,  you  will 
thereby  ruin  a  very  beneficial  Branch  of  Trade,  which 
you  now  polTefs  without  a  Rival,  and  perhaps  transf^ 
it  to  your  Enemies  the  French.  Sir,  I  fhould  be  glad^ 
the  Gentlemen  who  fay  this,  would  let  us  know,  how 
we  came  to  get  Pofleffion  of  this  Trade  without  ^ 
Rival ;  for  that  we  were  not  the  firft  Projeftors  of 
this  Sort  of  Trade,  that  there  were  Infurers  in  other 
Countries  before  there  were  any  in  England^  is  what 
cannot  be  doubted.  Have  not  v/e  ingrolTed  this  Trade 
by  the  fame  Means,  by  v/hich  every  other  Trade  may 
be  ingrofTed,  that  is,  by  felling  cheaper,  and  perform- 
ing our  Contrac^ls  more  religioufly,  than  any  of  our 
Neighbours  ?  If  by  this  Means  we  got  PoiTeiiion  of 
the  Trade ;  if  our  Infurers  infure  at  a  cheaper  Rate, 
^nd  in  Cafe  of  a  Lofs,  pay  more  punctually,  than  the 
Infurers  of  any  other  Country  are  found  to  do,  we 
Ihall  by  the  fame  Means  recover  the  PolTeiHon  when- 
ever we  pleafe.  Therefore,  if  the  Trade  were  more 
beneficial  than  it  really  ^s,  we  need  not  be  under  any 
great  Apprehenfion  of  iofing  it,  or  any  Doubt  of 
recovering  it  whenever  we  pleafe.  By  agreeing  to  the 
Regulation  propofed,  we  fhall  only  Jofe  that  Part  of 
this  Branch  of  Trade  which  at  prefent'  happens  in  the 
piain  to  be  a  Difadvantage  to  us,  I  mean  the  Infurance 

K  4  lipo^ 
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Anno  1747.  i^po^i  Fr^^c;^  Ships ;  for  as  to  Spamjh^  Portiigueze^  and 
other  foreign  Merchants,  they  v/ill  never  go  anywhere 
elfe,  as  long  as  they  have  Inmrances  cheaper  and  more 
punctually  complied  with  here,  than  they  can  expect 
in  any  other  Country ;  and  even  as  to  the  Infurance 
upon  French  Ships,  we  fhail  be  able  to  recover  it  as 
foon  as  it  is  proper  for  us  to  do  fo ;  that  is  to  fay,  as 
foon  as  we  have,  by  diftrciiing  their  Trade  and  their 
Colonies,  compelled  them  to  fubmit  to  reafonable 
Terms  of  Peace ;  for  this,  I  am  afraid,  is  the  only 
Method  now  left,  by  which  we  can  put  an  End  to  the 
War  without  Diihonour  as  v/ell  as  Difadvantage. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  great  Benefit  accruing  td  the  Na- 
tion from  this  Branch  of  Trade  has  been  fo  much  in- 
fifted  on,  that,  I  hope,  you  will  give  me  Leave  to 
examine  a  little  into  the  Merits  of  this  Argument. 
Surely,  no  Gentleman  fuppofes,  that  all  the  Money 
taken  in  Premiums  upon  Infurance  remains  here  in 
England:  Every  Gentleman,  who  has  ever  in  the  leaft 
confidered  this  Branch  of  Bufmefs,  muft  know,  that 
this  v/hole  Money,  excepting  the  Profit  of  the  Infurer, 
and  a  Trifle  to  the  OfHce-keeper,  muft  be  fent  out 
again,  in  order  to  pay  the  Lofs  fuftained  upon  thofe 
infured  Ships  that  were  lofl:  or  taken  by  the  Enemy  ; 
therefore  no  more  can  be  fuppofed  to  remain  in  the 
Nation,  than  what  I  call  the  Profit  of  the  Infurer, 
and  the  IVifle  paid  to  the  Office-keeper. 

'  In  order  to  explain  what  I  mean  by  the  Profit  of 
the  Infurer,  I  muft  obferve.  Sir,  that  when  a  Ship  is^ 
to  fail  from  any  one  Port  to  another,  a  Calculation  has 
been  made  from  Experience,  how  many  Chances  fhe 
may  have  for  getting  fafe  to  her  defigned  'Port,  and 
how  many  are  againil:  her,  in  order  to  fettle  the  Pre- 
mhnn  for  Infurance.  I  fhall  fuppofe,  for  Example, 
that  of  100  Chances  fhe  has  99  for  2;etting  hit  to  her 
defigned  Port,  and  but  one  againft  her  getting  fafe. 
In  this  Cafe,  if  the  Infurer  were  to  take  but  One  per 
Cent.  Preniiian^  and  in  Cafe  of  a  Lofs  to  pay  the  whole 
Sium  infured,  he  would,  according  to  the  Doctrine  of 
Chances,  have  no  Profit ;  but  for  his  Trouble  he 
either  takes  a  little  more  than  One  per  Gent,  or  is  al- 
lowed to  make  a  Dedu6lion  of  fo  much  per  Cent,  in 
Ciife  of  a  Lofs,,  and  this  Surplus  or  Dedu<Stion  is  what 
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is  called  his  Profit,  which,  from  Converfation  v/ith   ^nno  1747. 

many  -Dealers  in  this  Way,  I  have  heard  generally 

reckoned  at  about  One -per  Cent,  of  the  Sum  infured ; 

fo  that  an  Infurer,  who  infures  yearly  to  the  Amount 

of  1 00,000 /.  cannot  juftly  be  reckoned  a  Gainer  of 

above  1000/.  a  Year;  becaufe,  if  he  gains  a  great  deal 

more  than  this  in  one  Year,  he  may  be  a  confiderable 

Lofer  the  next,  and  confequently  in  a  Courfe  of  Years 

he  cannot,  according  to  the  Doctrine  of  Chances,  be 

fuppofed  to  have  got  above  looo/.  a  Year,  one  Year 

with  another. 

'  From  hence.  Sir,  we"^  m.ay  compute,  what  the 
Nation  gets  yearly  by  French  Infurances  ;  for  if  we 
fuppofe,  that  the  Sum  total  of  all  the  Infurances  made 
here  in  England  upon  French  Ships,  amounts  to  One 
Million  Sterling  yearly,  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  above 
One  per  Cent,  the  Infurer's  Profit,  or  io,000/.  yearly- 
remains  here  in  England^  befides  what  is  paid  to  the 
Office-keeper  for  the  Policy,  which  is  d^-s.bd.  for  each 
Policy,  or  225/.  for  the  whole,  fuppofmg  that  a  diiLin6l 
Policy  has  been  made  out  for  each  1 000  /.  It  is  true. 
Sir,  our  Infurers  receive  yearly  in  Premiums  a  very 
large  Sum,  perhaps  200,000/.  but  from  the  comm-on. 
Courfe  of  fuch  AiF^irs,  and  according  to  the  DocSlrine 
of  Chances,  we  mufc  fuppofe,  that,  one  Year  with  an- 
other, there  is  189,775/.  of  this  200,000/.  paid  back  to 
the  French.,  for  making  good  the  Lofles  they  have 
fuftained  by  Ships  taken  or  loft,  which  were  infured 
here  in  England. 

'  Is  this.  Sir,  fuch  a  national  Benefit,  is  this  fuch 
a  confiderable  Profit,  that  in  order  to  preferve  this,  we 
ihould  avoid  doing  what  ^iiay  occafion  the  total  Ruin, 
what  will  certainly  occafion  a  very  great  Diminution 
of  the  French  Commerce  and  Credit  ?  Surely,  Sir,  it 
Would  be  prudent  in  us  to  forego  this  inconfiderable 
national  Advantage,  during  the  War  at  leaft,  if  it 
were  for  nothing  elfe  but  merely  for  the  Sake  of  dif- 
treffing  the  Enemy,  and  fuppofing  that  our  Commerce 
could  receive  no  Increafe  by  the  Ruin  or  Diminution 
of  that  of  the  French  \  but  when  we  confider,  that  a 
great  Part  of  that  Commerce,  which  may  be  hereby 
loft  to  the  French.,  will  accrue  to  this  Nation,  we 
sr.uft  fee^  that -we  ftiall,  by  the  Increafe  of  our  Com- 

merce^ 
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Anno  1747.  merce,  get  a  great  deal  more,  than  we  can  lofe  by  prohi- 
biting the  Infujrance  of  French  Ships  -,  for  if  we  fuppofe, 
that  the  Stock  now  employed  by  the  French  in  Commerce 
amounts  to  Tkvo  Millions  Sterlings  that  by  our  prohi- 
biting the  Infurance  of  their  Ships,  this  Stock  fhould 
be  diminifhed  but  one  Fourth,  and  that  one  Half  of 
this  Fourth  fhould  accrue  to  this  Nation,  we  muft 
then  grant,  that  our  Merchants  would  employ  in  Com- 
merce at  leaft  250,600/.  more  than  they  do  at  pre- 
fent ;  and  as  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  our  Merchants, 
one  with  another,  get  lefs  than  Ten  per  Cent,  per  An- 
num upon  the  Stock  they  employ  in  Commerce, 
we  muft  conclude,  that  an  annual  Profit  of  25,000/. 
would  accrue  to  the  Nation  by  this  Increafe  of  our 
Commerce ;  whereas,  by  a  total  and  effectual  Prohi- 
bition of  Infurance  upon  French  Ships,  we  fhould  lofe 
but  10,225/.  yearly;  fo  that  inftead  of  being  Lofers, 
I  think,  it  is  evident,  that  upon  the  whole  we  fliall  be 
Gainers  by  this  Prohibition;  and  if  we  ihould  thereby 
bring  the  War  to  a  Period  but  one  Year  fooner  than 
we  can  do  otherwife,  we  Ihall  fave  a  Sum  of  3  or 
400O5OG0/.  at  leaf!:,  befides  having  a  better  Chance 
for  obtaining  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace, 

^  Iftiallgrant,  Sir,  that  by  Means  of  our  Squadrons, 
our  Cruizers,  and  Privateers,  we  may  very  much  dif-^ 
trefs  the  French  Trade,  and  thereby  raife  the  Premi- 
ums upon  Infurance  to  a  monftrous  Height ;  but  whilft 
their  Merchants  are  fecured  as  to  their  Capitals,  and 
their  Credit  fupported  by  our  Infurers,  they  will  carry 
on  a  Trade,  and  their  Colonies  will  be  fupplied,  not 
oiily  with  Provifions,  but  with  Ammunition  and  War-? 
like  Stores ;  for  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  interpept  all 
the  trading  Ships  they  fend  out ;  and  though  the  high 
Premiums  they  pay  for  Infurance,  may  enhance  the 
Price  of  their  Goods,  fo  as  that  they  cannot  fell  them 
at  any  Market,  v/here  they  can  be  rivalled  by  foreign 
Nations,  yet  at  all  the  Markets  where  they  cannot  be 
rivalled,  particularly  in  their  Home  Markets  for  Plaur 
tation  Goods,  and  in  their  Plantations  for  their  Home 
Produce,  they  may  fell,  and  the  People  muft  buy,  let  the 
Price  be  what  it  will ;  by  which  Means  they  may  carry 
on  a  Trade  very  profitable  to  Old  France^  efpecially  as 
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jrtie  Spanijh  American  Dominions  are  now  open  to  them.    Anno  1747. 
and  to  them  only.  V.*»<-V-— ^^ 

'  Thus  I  think  it  is  plain,  Sir,  that  we  have  no 
other  Way  of  ruining  the  French  Trade  or  Plantations, 
but  by  preventing  our  Infurers  from  infuring  upon 
any  French  Ships  5  and  from  the  prefent  State  of  Af- 
fairs in  Europe^  I  think,  it  is  equally  plain,  that  there 
is  no  other  Way  by  which  we  can  compel  them  to  fub- 
mit  to  any  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace  5  therefore  I  do 
moft  heartily  concur  with  my  Hon.  Friend  in  what  he 
has  been  pleafed  to  propofe.' 

Mr.  afterwards  Sir  Dudley  Ryder  concluded  the  De- 
bate with  the  following  Speech. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

'  I  find  it  is  granted  on  both  Sides,  that  thofe  Re- Sir  Dudley 
gulations  which  proceed  from  any  particular  or  pro-^y^^"** 
yincial  Confideration,  may  very  probably  be  injurious 
to  the  Trade  of  the  Nation  in  general ;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, it  will  not  be  denied,  that  Regulations  may  pro- 
ceed from  a  feeming  national  View,  without  any  par- 
ticular or  provincial  Confideration  v/hatever,  and  yet 
thofe  Regulations  may  be  fuch  as  will  certainly  in 
their  Confequences  be  found  to  be  extremely  prejudicial 
to  our  Trade  in  general.  Of  this  laft  Sort,  I  am  ap- 
prehenfive,  the  Regulation  now  propofed  may  be 
found  to  be.  Tt  is  founded,  I  grant,  upon  a  very  flat- 
tering nationalView  :  To  ruin  the  Commerce  of  our 
Enemies,  and  increafe  our  own,  is  a  View  which  muft 
always  be  alluring  and  popular;  but  I  am  much  afraid, 
we  {hall  in  the  Event  find  ourfelves  difappointed  as  to 
both.  '  What  then  will  be  the  Confequence  ?  Like  the 
Dog  in  the  Fable,  by  fnatching  at  the  Bone  we  fancy 
we  fee  in  the  Water,  we  fhall  lofe  that  which  we  now 
hold  in  our  Mouth.      ' 

^  That  the  Trade  of  Infuring  is  a  Trade  which  we 
flow  hold  almoft  without  a  Rival,  and  that  it  is  a  pro- 
fitable Trade,  is,  I  find,  Sir,  granted  even  by  the  moft 
zealous  Patrons  of  this  Regulation,  though  they  have 
endeavpured  to  extenuate  the  Profits  of  it  as  much  as 
they  could :  and  therefore  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  give 
you  a  new  State  of  the  Profits  of  this  Trade,  before 
I  attempt  to  fhewj  that  by  this  Regulation  you  may 
'    '  '  '   •  '      '  -  -      .      ■        ,  drive 
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A^no  1747.  drive  the  whole  Trade  of  Infuring  from  this  Countrj^ 
and  transfer  it  to  the  French,  who  are  our  moft  dan- 
gerous Rivals  in  every  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  As  I  ex- 
pe(9:ed  that  fome  Queftion  like  this  would  come  before 
us,  r  have  been  at  a  good  deal  of  Pains  to  get  a  thorough 
Infight  into  the  Nature  of  Infurance ;  and  from  the 
Information  I  have  had,  I  fhall  with  the  utmoft  Im- 
partiality lay  a  State  of  it  before  you.  As  to  the  Pre- 
miums received  by  our  Infurers,  I  fhall  mofl:  readily 
admit,  that  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  ftate  the  whole 
to  the  Profit  of  the  Nation,  or  to  fuppofe  that  every 
Shilling  of  them  remained  here  in  England,  To  be 
fure,  the  greateft  Part  of  them  muft  be  fent  again 
Abroad,  to  make  good  to  the  foreign  Merchants  the 
LoiTes  upon  thofe  Ships  loft  or  taken  by  the  Enemy, 
which  vv^ere  infured  by  our  Infurers^  therefore  no 
greater  Part  of  them  can  remain  here,  than  the  net 
Profits  got  by  fuch  of  our  People  as  are  concerned  in 
that  Bufinefs ;  but  I  iliall  fliew,  that  fome  other  Per- 
fons  are  concerned  befides  the  Infurers  and  Office- 
keepers  ;  and  that  both  the  Infurers  and  Office-keep- 
ers get  more  clear  Profit  than  what  has  been  ffcated  by 
the  Gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  upon  the  other  Side  of 
the  Qiieftion. 

<  As  to  the  Profit  of  the  Infurer,  Sir,  I  fliall  grant 
it  to  be  only  that  which  he  receives  more  than  he  is 
intitled  to  by  the  Do&ine  of  Chances ;  but  I  cannot 
admit,  that  an  Infurer  expe6ls  no  more  than  One  per 
Cent.  Profit  upon  the  Surn  infured,  nor  can  I  fuppofe, 
that  any  Man  would  employ  and  rilk  both  his  Time 
and  bis  Money  in  fuch  a  Bufinefs,  if  he  could  expe(5fe 
no  greater  Profit;  for  that  an  Infurer  muft  always  have 
a  Stock  of  ready  Mone)^  at  Command,  in  order  to  an- 
fwer  LoiTes,  as  they  occur,  is  as  evident  a^s  that  a 
Banker  muft  always  have  a  Stock  of  ready  Money  in 
his  Shop,  to  anfv/er  fuch  of  his  Notes  as  fhall  be 
"brought  there  for  Payment.  I  therefore  muft  fuppofe, 
that  a  Man  who  infures  to  the  Amount  of  100,000  A 
yearly,  muft  have  a  Stock  of  ready  Money  of  at  leaft 
20,000 /.  and  furely  no  Man  v/ould  employ  fuch  a  Stock 
jn  a  Trade  where  he  rifl<:s  the  Whole,  befides  his 
Time,  if  he  could  expeft  no  more  than  legal  Intereft, 
©r  1 000  A  jjcr  Annum ^  by  his  Trade.     Befides,  if  we 

attend 
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attend  to  the  Premiums  that  are  paid,  and  the  Ships  Anno  ij^f. 
that  are  taken  or  loft,  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  the  In-  V,u.-»y— ..^^i 
furer  has  a  great  deal  more  than  One  per  Cent.  Profit 
upon  the  Sum  infured.  For  Example,  let  us  confider 
the  Weji-Mia  Trade  :  The  Premiums  upon  Briujh 
Ships  bound  thither  without  Convoy,  now  go  frorsi 
25  to  30  per  Cent,  Can  we  from  late  Experience  fup- 
pofe, that  at  leaft  a  Fourth,  or  very  near  a  Third,  of 
all  fuch  Ships  are  loft  or  taken  by  the  Enem.y  ? 
Again,  the  Premiums  paid  upon  French  Ships  bound 
to  the  IVeJi-Indies  without  Convoy,  now  go  from  3d 
to  35  per  Cent,  ^nd  now  indeed  the  Premiums  Q,vQ.tt 
upon  thofe  that  are  to  fail  under  Convoy  happen  to 
go  at  very  little  lefs  :  Can  we  fuppofe,  that  at  leaft 
one  Third  of  all  fuch  French  Ships  are  loft  or  taken 
by  us  ?  I  am  forry,  Sir,  it  is  not  fo ;  but  though  we 
have  been  as  v/atchful,  and  have  done  as  much  as  it 
was  in  our  Power  to  do,  I  am  fare,  no  fuch  Thin^ 
can  from  Experience  be  fuppofed ;  and  therefore  I  muir 
fuppofe,  that  our  Infurers  get  a  great  deal  mere  than 
One  per  Cent.  Profit  upon  the  Sum  infured. 

*  As  moft  Merchants  and  Infurers,  Sir,  pin  their 
Faith  blindly  upon  a  ^tw  Leaders,  with  refpeft  to  the 
Premiums,  without  being  themfelves  at  the  Pains  to 
make  any  Calculation  of  the  Chances  ;  and,  as  it  is 
impoffible  to  make  any  certain  Calculation  of  the 
Chances  for  and  againft  a  Ship's  getting  fafe  into  her, 
intended  Port,  becaufe  no  proper  Poftulatums  can  be 
certainly  iixt  on  ;  therefore  it  is  impoinble  to  deter-* 
mine,  with  any  Certainty,  the  Profit  of  the  Infurer, 
according  to  the  Doctrine  of  Chances  ;  but  if  I  fup- 
pofe it  to  be  Three  per  Ce?tt.  at  an  Average,  btndes  the 
7ws  per  Cent,  deducted  upon  a  Lofs,  I  do  not  believe 
I  fhall  exceed  what  they  really  have.  I  fay,  at  an 
Average,  becaufe  upon  high  Premiums  they  have  a 
great  deal  more,  and  upon  low  Premiums  a  arreat  deal 
lefs. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  plain,  that  as  to  the 
Profits  of  the  Infurer,  we  muft  ftate  them  a  great  deal 
higher  than  they  have  been  ftated  by  the  Advocates  for 
this  Regulation ;  and  as  to  the  OfHce-keeper,  befides 
the  A.S.  6d.  for  the  Policy,  he  has  10^.  per  Cent,  from 
the  Infured  upon  fettling  LofieSj  and  the  Infurer  allovvs 
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Anno  1747.  hiT^  t?)  retain  One  Shilling  in  the  Pounds  or  5  /.  per  Ceni» 
on  all  fuch  Premiums  as  he  receives,  which  certainly 
makes  the  Infurer  infift  upon  fo  much  a  higher 
Premium,  and  therefore  falls  really  upon  the  Infuredj 
though  it  be  paid  or  allowed  by  the  Infurer.  There- 
fore we  muft  likewife  flate  the  Profits  of  the  Office- 
keeper  at  a  much  higher  Rate  than  they  have  been 
ftated  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  other  Side;  and  con- 
fequently  the  Lofs,  which  the  Nation  muft  fuftain  by 
a  Prohibition  of  all  Infurances  upon  French  Ships, 
will  amount  to  a  much  larger  Sum  yearly,  upon  thefe 
two  Articles  alone,  than  thefe  Gentlemen  have  been 
pleafed  to  compute  it  at. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  Infurer  and  Office-keeper  are  not 
the  only  Perfons  that  get  by  foreign  Infurances ;  for 
as  foreign  Merchants  muft  employ  Factors  here,  to 
infure  for  them,  and  as  the  Money  for  paying  the 
Premiums  muft  be  remitted  here,  and  the  Money  for  pay- 
ing theLoffes  muft  be  remitted  back  again,  we  muft-  per- 
ceive, that  befides  the  Infurer  and  Office-keeper,  there 
muft  be  a  Fa6lor  and  a  Dealer  in  Exchange  refiding  here 
concerned  in  every  foreign  Infurance.  To  the  Fa6lor 
the  foreign  Merchant  allows  a  Half^  or  10  s.  per  Cent, 
on  the  Sum  infured,  and  One^  fometimes  Ttvo  per 
Cent,  on  receiving  LofTes ;  and  a  Dealer  in  Exchange 
has  generally  a  Half^  or  Ten  Shillings  per  Cent,  on  every 
Sum  he  pays  or  remits;  fo  that  the  Profits  of  the 
Faftor  and  Dealer  in  Exchange,  as  well  as  the  Profits 
of  the  Infurer  and*  Office-keeper,  muft  be  brought 
into  the  Account  of  the  Lofs  we  (hall  fuftain  by  a 
Prohibition  of  Infurances  upon  any  French  Ships,  or 
any  Ships  bound  to  or  from  France^  or  any  of  the 
French  Dominions,  Settlements,  or  Plantations;  and' 
if  we  ftiould  likewife  by  this  Regulation  deprive  our- 
felves  of  all  other  foreign  Infurances,  our  Lofs  wiil 
be  much  greater. 

'  What  this  Lofs  may  amount  to  yearly,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  determine,  becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to  know 
what  Sums  are  infured  by  our  private  Infurers,  and 
becaufe  of  the  many  different  Proniums  that  are  paid, 
according  to  the  Voyage  on  which  the  Ship  is  bound ; 
but  as  a  Calculation  has  been  attempted  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Qiieftion,  with  regard  to  French  Infurances, 
4  Ifhall 
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I  fhall  iikewire  attempt  one  on  mlne^  and  for  this  Anno  1747, 
Purpofe  I  fhail  fuppofe,  that  upon  French  Ships  bound ' 
to  or  from  the  Weji-Indles  or  America^  we  infure  at 
leaft  a  Millmi  yearly,  which  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a 
moderate  Computation,  when  it  is  confidered,  that 
the  French  certainly  trade  to  thofe  Places  for  above 
500,000/.  yearly,  which  is  more  than  a  Million  out* 
and  home,  and  that  their  Merchants  infure  very  little 
any  where  elfe  but  in  England. 

'  Now,  Sir,  upon  this  Million^  according  to  the 
prefent  Rate  of  Infurance,  they  pay  from  25  to  35  pei- 
Cent,  but  I  fhall  put  it  at  a  Medium  of  30  per  Cent. 
fo  that  our  Infurers  receive  yearly  upon  this  Article 
alone  300,000  /.  and  pay  back  for  making  good  the 
Lofles  about  250,000/.  Upon  thefe  feveral  Sums  let 
me  ftate  the  Profits  of  the  feveral  Peribns  concerned, 
according  to  the  Rules  I  have  mentioned,  as  follows : 


The  Infurer's  Profit,  at  3/.  per  Cent,  upon  the      ^. 
whole  Sum  infured,  is  -  -  30000 

The  Office-keeper's  Allowance,  at  5  /.  per  Cent. 

upon  the  Premiums  received,  is  -  15000 

"Ditto's  Allowance,  at  10  s.  per  Cent,  upon  fet- 
tling Lcfies  on  250,000 /.  is  -  1250 

Ditto's  Office  Fees,  at  45.  6^.  for  each  Policy, 
reckoning  one  Policy  v/ith  another  at  5000/. 
is  -  -  -  _  ^j 

Factor's  Commiffion,  at  ic^.  per  Cent,  on  the 

Sum  infured,  is  -  -  5000 

Ditto's  Commiffion  on  recovering   LofTes,  at 

One  and  a  Half  per  Cent,  is  -  375^ 

Profit  of  the  Dealer  in  Exchange  on  v/hom 
the  Bills  are  drawn,  for  paying  the  Premiums, 
being  10s.  per  Cent,  on  300,000/.  is  1500 

Ditto's  Profit  on  remitting  the  Money  to  pay 
the  LofTes,  being  ioj.  per  Cent,  on  250,000/. 
is  -  -  -  1250 

To  which  I  m.uft  add  the  Two  per  Cent,  de- 
duced by  the  Infurer  on  paying  LofTes, 
which  on  250,000  /.  amounts  to  -  5000 

The  Tptul  of  all  which  Profits  amw»ts  to     62795 

^  I  do 
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Ahno  1747.  ^  I  do  not  pretend.  Sir,  that  thefe  Calculations  ate 
very  exa6t,  but  upon  the  Whole,  I  believe,  we  may 
from  thence  reckon,  that  our  People  get  yearly  a 
clear  Profit  of  near  60,000  /.  by  Infurance  upon  the 
French  Weft -India  and  American  Trade  ajone;  and 
fuppofe  they  get  but  40,000  /.  more  yearly  by  In- 
furances  upon  all  the  other  Branches  of  the  French 
Commerce,  and  upon  all  Ships  bound  to  or  from 
Frayice^  or  any  of  the  other  French  Settlements,  the 
Whole  will  amount  to  near  100,000/.  yearly,  which 
is  a  national  Advantage  we  ought  not  rafhly  to  part 
with,  at  a  Time  when  we  are  fending  out  3  or 
4,000,000/.  yearly  for  maintaining  Armies,  and 
paying  Subfidies  on  the  Continent. 

^  This,  Sir,  is  a  Lofs  which  v/e  Ihall  certainly  incur, 
but  there  is  another,  and  a  much  greater  Lofs  which 
we  may  perhaps  incur,  by  agreeing  to  this  Regulation, 
and  that  is,  the  total  Lois  of  the  Bufmefs  of  Infuring 
upon  any  foreign  Ships,  or  even  upon  any  of  our  own ; 
for  by  this  Prohibition  we  may  throw  fuch  a  T)amp 
upon  the  Spirit  of  Infuring,  as  may  totally  extinguifh 
it  in  this  Nation.  "What  is  it.  Sir,  that  makes  In  fu- 
rances cheaper,  and  more  pun6lually  complied  with, 
in  England^  than  any  where  elfe  ?  Is  it  not  the  Multi- 
tude of  Infurers,  and  prefent  Prevalence  of  a  Spirit 
for  that  Bufmefs  among  our  People?  If  you  cramp 
the  Bufmefs  by  Prohibitions,  you  will  extinguifh  the 
Spirit  here,  and  you  may,  m  my  Opinion  you  cer- 
tainly will,  raife  it  in  France,  What  will  the  Confe- 
quence  be  ?  You  will  never  be  able  to  recover  v/hat 
you  have  loft  by  your  Prohibition,  nor  will  you  be 
able  to  preferve  v/hat  that  Prohibition  had  left  you; 
and  what  is  ftill  worfe,  you  will  be  entirely  defeated 
in  your  Defign  of  diftrelling  the  Enemy's  Commerce. 

'  Sir,  the  Court  of  France^  like  other  Courts,  do 
not  fee  a  great  Way  before  their  Nofe  in  Matters  of 
Trade:  If  they  had,  they  would  have  taken  Care  not 
to  have  been  fo  rafJi  in  declaring  W^ar  againil:  this 
Nation.  But  by  this  Prohibition  we  fliall  place  their 
Intereft,  with  regard  to  the  Bufmefs  of  Infurance,  in 
fo  ftrong  a  Light  before  them,  and  fo  near  their  Nofe, 
that  they  cannot  mifs  feeing  it;  and  we  know  what- 
an  Influence  that  Court  has  upon  the  People.     Let 

the 
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the  King  of  Fi'ance  but  talk  of  Infurances  in  his  Anno  1747. 
Drawing-Room :  Let  him  but  fay,  that  it  is  a  Bufinefs 
no  Way  inconfiftent  with  NoblefTe :  Let  him  but 
infinuate  that  he  would  fliew  Favour  to  fuch  as  en- 
gaged in  it ;  and  the  whole  French  Nation  would 
become  Infurers.  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  Credit 
would  not  immediately  be  given  to  a  Policy  under- 
written by  a  Man  of  a  great  Eftate  in  Money  as  well 
as  Land,  efpecially  in  France^  where  Matters  of 
Trade  and  Commerce  are  highly  favoured  by  their 
Laws  ?  Can  it  be  faid,  that  there  are  not  a  great  many 
fuch  Men  in  France  f  And  if  fuch  Men  fhould  become 
Infurers,  would  not  our  agreeing  to  this  Prohibition 
neceffarily  throw  Plenty  of  Bufmefs  into  their  Hands  ? 
They  would  foon  find  the  Sweets  of  the  Bufmefs;  and 
their  Succefs  would  encourage  others  to  become  Ad- 
venturers ;  fo  that  in  a  few  Years  the  French  might 
becomxe  the  chief  Infurers  of  Europe . 

'  To  conclude,  Sir,  the  Lofs  which  this  Nation  muft 
in  one  Cafe  certainly  incur,  the  immenfe  Lofs  it  may 
in  other  Cafes  be  expofed  to,  and  the  Precarioufnefs  of 
the  Benefits  expelled  from  this  Regulation,  make  me 
think  it  an  Experiment  which  we  ought  not  to  meddle 
with,  efpecially  as  we  have  already  in  a  great  Meafure 
ruined  the  French  Commerce  by  our  Men  of  War 
and  Privateers,  and  may  by  the  fame  Means  prevent 
the  Supply  of  their  Colonies,  whenever  we  think 
proper  to  do  fo.  Therefore,  however  unpopular  it 
may  be  at  prefent,  I  mufl  refufe  my  AlTent  to  what  is 
now  propofed.' 

Notwithftanding  this  Debate,  the  Bill  was  read, 
committed,  and  paffed,  without  a  Divifion. 

On  the  i2ih  of  February^  1748,  was  prefented 
a  Petition  from  the  Bailiff,  Burgefies,  and  other 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  Town  of  Buckingham^ 
fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  Town,  from  whence 
the  County  of  that  Name  was  denominated,  was,  in 
ancient  Times,  the  Place  where  all  the  County  Bunnefs 
was  tranfailed,  and  where  the  Judges  held  the  Allizes ; 
but  that  for  many  Years  paft  it  had  been  ufual,  for 
the  more  convenient  Adminiftration  of  Juftice  to  his 
Majefty's  Subjeci:s,    refiding  at  the  different  ends  of 
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Aimo  1748.   the  County,  which  is  of  a  great  Length,  to  appoitit 
Wwi^v*-"  ^^  the  Summer  Affizes  only  at  the  faid  Town,  and  the 
Winter  Affizes  at  Aylejbury\  and  that  the  Petitioners, 
to  their  great  Concern   and  Surprize,  had  feen  this 
Regulation,  which  had  been   invariably   purfued   for 
'  many  Years,  lately  broken  in  upon,  by  an  Appoint- 

ment for  holding  the  laft  Summer  Affizes  at  Aylejhury\ 
which  was  accordingly  done;  and  therefore  praying 
the  Houfe  for  a  Bill,  for  reftoring  to  them  the 
Summer  Affizes,  and  for  fixing  thofe  Affizes  at 
Buckingham  for  the  future.  After  fome  Debate,  the 
Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in.  On  the  19th  it 
was  prefented  and  read  \  and  a  Motion  being  made  to 
read  it  a  fecond  Time,  a  warm  Debate  enfued ;  when 
Sir  William  Stanhope  made  the  following  Speech. 

Sir  William  '  If  I  did  not  think  I  could  prove,  that  this  Bill  is 
Stanhope.  ^<^  err^nteft  Job  that  ever  was  brought  to  Parliament,  - 
I  would  not  give  the  Houfe  the  Trouble  of  hearing  me. 
But  why  dp  I  talk  of  Proofs,  when  there  is  a  known 
Courfe  of  Law  for  appointing  Affizes  all  over  Eng- 
land ?  If  one  particular  Tov/n  applies  to  Parliament 
to  denre  the  Monopoly  of  the  Affizes  in  their  County, 
is  there  any  Courtier  who  has  fo  little  of  the  Country 
Gentleman  in  him  as  to  want  to  be  told  that  fuch  a 
Monopoly,  exclufive  of  the  other  Towns  in  the 
County,  is  a  Job  ?  Or  will  Courtiers  be  fond  of  fuch 
a  Bill,  only  becaufe  it  is  a  Job,  and  a  Monopoly? 
But,  Sir,  this  Exclufion  is  actually  going  to  be  in- 
ili£l:ed  on  the  County  of  Buckingham'^  and  here  let 
me  condole  with  that  unhappy,  rather  that  blinded 
County,  who  neglected  to  choofe  two  Gentlemen  of 
fuch  rower  and  Intereft,  that  I  am  perfuaded  they 
'will  have  more  Votes  in  this  Houfe  To-day,  than 
they  would  have  had  at  the  General  Eledlion  in  the 
whole  County  in  queftion,  if  they  had  done  it  the 
Honour  to  offer  themfelves  for  Reprefentatives.  It  is ' 
the  Power  and  Intereft  of  thofe  Gentlemen  that  I  am 
afraid  of,  not  of  their  Arguments;  and  they  will  have 
Occafion  for  both  the  former,  to  balance  the  Weak- 
nefs  and  Ridiculoufnefs  of  the  latter.  And  to  fhew 
you.  Sir,  how  fenfible  they  are  of  the  Frivoloufnefs 
of  the  latter,  I   could  recapitulate  fuch  Inflances  of 
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intriguing  for  Votes,  as  no  Man  would  believe,  who   Anno  174S. 
does  not  know  thofe  Gentlemen.     Confcious  of  the 
Badnefs    of  their  Caufe,    they   have  employed  every 
bad  Art  to  fupport  it,  and  have  retained  fo  much  of 
their  former  Patriotifm,     as  confifted  in  blackening 
their  Adverfaries,  and  acquinng  Auxiliaries.     They 
have    propagated  fuch  Tales,  that  Men   have   over- 
looked  the  Improbabilities,  while  they  wondered  at 
the  Foolifhnefs  of  them,  and  they   have  fol icited  the 
Attendance  of   their   Friends,  and  of  their    Friends' 
Friends,  with  as  much  Importunity,  as  if  cheir  Power 
itfelf  was  tottering,   not   the  wanton  Exercife  of  it 
oppofed :  The  only  Aid  they  have  failed  to  call  in,  was 
Reafoh,    the  natural    but   baffled   Enemy    of     their 
Family.     A  Family,  Sir,  pollefled  of  every  Honour 
they  formerly  decried,  fallen  from  every  Honour  they 
formerly  acquired.     A    Family,    Sir,    who    coloured 
over  Ambition  with   Patriotifm,  difguifed  Emptinefs 
by  Noife,    and   difgraced    every    Virtue   by    wearing 
them  only   for  mercenary  Purpofes.     A  Family,  Sir, 
who  from    being    the   moft    clamorous   Incendiaries 
againft  Power  aod  Places,  are  poffefled  of  more  Em- 
ployments than    the   moft    comprehenfive   Place-Bill 
that  ever  was  brought  into  Parliament  v/ould  include; 
and  who,  to  every  Indignity  offered  to  their  Royal 
Mafter,  have  added  that  greateft  of  all,  Intrufion  of 
themfelves  into  his  Prefence,  and  Councils;  and  who 
fhew  him  what  he  has  ftiil  farther  to  expe<5l,  by  their 
fcandalous  Ingratitude  to   his  Son.     A  Fam.ily,  Sir, 
raifed  from  Obfcurity  by  the  Petulence  of  the  Times, 
drawn   up  higher  by  the  Infolence  of  their   bribing 
Kinfman,    and  fupported  by   the  Timidity   of    two 
Minifters,  who,    to    fecure  their   own    Perfons    from 
Abufe,  have  facrificed  their  own  Party   to  this  all- 
grafping  Family,    the  elder  ones  of    which  riot  in 
the  Spoils   of  their  Treachery   and   Places,  and    the 
younger' — [Here  being  called  to  Order,  he  proceeded 
as  follows.] 

'  Sir,..  I  am  forry  to  have  offended  the  Gentlemen, 
when  I  thought  the  greateft  Com.pliment  I  could  pay 
them,  as  no  Man  can  imitate  them  y/ithout  giving  up 
his  Underftanding  or  his  Character,  was  to  follow 
their  E:^:ample.      ihey  introduced,  and  cultivated  the 
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Anno  174S.  Ufe  of  perfonal  Invectives,  and  they  muft  be  very 
tender,  very  fore  indeed.  Sir,  when  they  would 
abolifh  the  Practice.  But  as  they  have  corrected  me 
for  imitating  them,  I  fhall  now  do  quite  the.  contrary 
to  what  I  ever  faw  them  do,  and  oppofe  this  Bill 
from  P^eafon  and  Argument;  and  of  all  the  Bills  I 
ever  faw,  the  Oppofitionto  this  hastheleaft  Occafion 
to  combine  perfonal  Odium  with  it  to  difcredit  it. 

'  We  were  told,  Sir,  that  Applications  for  iimilar 
Bills  have  been  often  made,  and  the  Suit  granted, 
but  the  Bill  afterwards  rejected :  That  fometimes  Bills 
of  the  fame  Nature  have  even  pafled  this  Houfe,  and 
not  met  with  their  Fate  till  at  a  fubfequent  Tribunal. 
Thofe  were  Reafcns  I  own  for  permitting  the  Intro- 
duction of  the  Bill,  as  far  as  Precedent  fhould  rea- 
fonably  operate,  but  on  fummoning  up  the  Accounts 
even  of  Precedent,  I  apprehend  they  will  bear  Evi- 
dence againft  paffing  the  A6t:  For  thus  it  ftands; 
parallel  Bills  have  been  brought  in;  have  fometimes 
fcrambled  through  here,  but  have  extorted  the  united 
Affent  of  the  Legiflature.  How  often?  "  Twice," 
Sir,  fay  the  ingenious  Advocates  for  the  Bill.  Of 
that  twice,  once  was  as  long  ago  as  the  Reign  of 
Henry  the  I  Vth  ;  and  the  other  was  fo  far  from  being  a 
Cafe  in  point,  that  it  is  directly  contradictory.  '  So 
far  V/as  the  Parliament  from  pinning  down  the- 
Allizes  to  one  Town  in  Cornwall^  that  it  left  two 
Towns  open  for  them  to  appoint  the  Affizes  at  either. 
Confequently  there  being  but  thofe  two  Cafes  pre- 
tended, where  fuch  a  Bill  has  paifTed,  the  more  Prece- 
dents there  are  for  fuch  a  Bill  being  brought  in,  the 
more  Precedents  there  are  for  throwing  it  out* 

*■  Another  F^eafon  for  appointing  the  Affizes  at 
Buckingham^  is  its  being  the  County-Town;  a 
Reafon  only  fit  to  captivate  the  Imagination  of  an 
Antiquarian.  If  a  County-Town  was  always  the  moft 
conveniently  fituated  for  the  Concerns  of  the  whole 
County,  or  ahvays  the  bed  accommodated  with  every 
thing  necciTary  for  holding  the  Affizes,  it  might 
carry  a  Plaufibility  of  Argument ;  but  Buckingham 
having  been  proved,  by  the  united  Voice  of  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  County,  to  be  deftitute  of  thefe  Advan- 
tages, and  Aylejhury  appearing  to  be  characterized  by^ 

them. 
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them>  the  Arguments  fummed  up  in  the  magic  Term,  Anno  1748. 
County-Town  feenis  to  have  no  more  Weight  than  two 
Words  without  a  definite  Meaning  can  give  them; 
which  can  be  none  now,  as  I  am  fure  we  are  not  in 
this  Cafe,  what  we  are  fom-etimes  denied  to  be,  a 
Court  of  Judicature ;  for  Jargon  is  not  our  Language. 
But  the  Gentlemen  feemed  fenfible  that  no  Strefs 
would  be  laid  upon  Words  of  no  Meaning,  and  there- 
fore foon  dropped  this  Topic,  to  flourifh  on  others  of 
equal  Importance,  and  equally  elucidated.  They 
harangued  out  of  the  Petition,  which  having  been 
coined  in  their  own  Mint,  could  lend  them  no  more 
Weight  than  it  had  received  from  them.  For,  Sir, 
what  were  the  fundamental  Arguments  that  produced 
the  Petition,  and  that  are  to  fupport  the  Bill?  Why, 
the  great  Concern  the  Town  of  Buckingham  is  under 
for  lofing  the  Affizes,  and  a  Defign  of  preventing 
thefe  two  dangerous  Rivals  from  being  played 
againft  one  another.  Thefe  were  the  Parents  of  the 
Bill.  A  conftant,  fettled,  uninterrupted  Courfe  of 
holding  the  Aiiizes  there  for  a  prodigious  Length  of 
Time,  for  no  lefs  than  four-and-twenty  Years; 
nay,  and  even  before  the  Date  of  that  very  diftant- 
Period,  fome  refpe(ftable  obfolete  Infcances  of  their 
having  been  held  there  too;  this  great  Prefcriptioi^ 
is  to  fupport  the  Bill ;  and  if  it  were  poffible  to 
want  any  additional  Strength,  befides  thefe  notable 
Arguments,  and  the  whole  Force  of  the  Miniftry, 
and  the  Drawcanfirifm  of  their  well-worded  Cham- 
pion, the  Houfe  has  had  a  formal  AfTurance,  that 
there  v/ill  be  a  better  Gaol  built  at  Buekingharn  than 
there  is  at  prefent  at  Aylejhury^  where,  with  all  the 
undenied  Advantages  of  Situation  and  Convenience, 
with  a  Gaol  and  Town-Hall,  already  built,  it  is 
faid  there  is  lefs  Attendance  at  the  Aflizes,  than  at 
BticUngham, 

'  To  thefe  Arguments,  momentous  as  they  are  re- 
prefented,  xKi  Anfwer  need  be  given,  but  what  they 
carry  along  with  them  ;  fooliih  Reafons  confute  them- 
felves.  I  can  grieve.  Sir,  that  the  good  Town  of 
Buck'mgha)?!  (hould  be  concerned  ;  I  can  tremble  at  the 
Apprehenfion  of  two  fuch  potent  States,  as  Aylefbury 
gnd  Buckingham^  entering  into  Competition  for  Power ; 

L  3  I  fan 


[   ISO  3 

Anjio  174S.  I  can  contra£^  fuch  a  Refpeil  for  venerable  Cuftom,, 
as  to  think  four-and-twenty  \  ears  fuch  a  Duration 
of  Empire,  that  the  Scepter  cannot  be  raviihed  from 
Buckingham^  without  a  Violation  of  all  Antiquity  j 
and  I  can  think,  that  a  future  Gaol,  more  accommo- 
dated for  Reception,  is  an  Obje<9;  that  ought  to  ftrike 
the  prefcnt  Parliament :  For  as  to  the  greater  or  lefs 
Attendance,  I  apprehend  it  depends  on  the  differenti 
Seafons  of  holding  the  Afiizes  j  becaiife,  though  we 
have  been  allured  that  fome  Gentlemen  muft  go  fifty 
Miles  to  Buckingham^  whereas  the  grcateft  Diftance 
from  Aykfiury  is  not  half  the  Number,  yet  I  believe 
many  would  go  fifty  Miles  in  Summer,  fooner  than 
twenty-five  in  Winter.  By  retaining  the  Afiizes  at 
Aylejbury,,  nobody  will  go  above  five-and-twenty 
Miles  at  any  Time.  But,  Sir,  I  fhall  not  dwell  on 
thefe  Arguments,  becaufe  I  fhall  hardly  convince  any 
Man,  who  can  fhut  his  Eyes  againft  the  Convi6i:ion  of 
the  Map  J  nor  in  the  Map  will  Aylejbury  appear  the 
beft  fituated,  to  any  Man  who  looks  there  only  for 
^towe.  For  Aylejbury^  I  am  fure,  I  have  no  particular 
Partiality  ^  I  never  got  a  Vote  there  that  I  did  not  pay 
for. 

^  But,  Sir,  though  I  can  accompany  the  Petition- 
ers in  all  their  Griefs,  and  Fears,  and  Promifes,  yet 
I  cannot  get  over  one  ObjecEtion,  which  ftrikes  me, 
as  the  very  ferious  Point  on  which  this  whole  Debate 
ought  to  turn.  And  that.  Sir,  is  the  great  and  un- 
provoked Injury  which  this  Bill  will  offer  to  the  whole 
Bench  of  Judges ;  whofe  Privileges  will  be  violated, 
and  even  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  infringed, 
through  their  Sides.  But  though  we  know  by  Expe- 
rience, how  roughly  thefe  Gentlemen  handle  the 
Crown,  whenever  it  fuits  their  own  Views,  yet  I 
fhould  hope  the  Parliament  would  not  lend  their  Sanc- 
tion to  this  Infult  on  the  Judges.  When  the  Legifla- 
ture  has  been  fo  provident,  as  to  eftablifli  their 
Charges  for  Life,  that  they  may  execute  their  great 
and  weighty  Duties,  unfubjeded  to  any  Menaces  of 
Power,  or  Appetites  of  Intereft,  I  fhould  hope  no 
Man  would  confent  to  lop  a  Power  merited  by  Age, 
Experience,  and  Abilities,  entrufted  by  the  whole 
Conftitution,  and  a  Check  on  all  other  Power,  as 
4  '  theirs 
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theirs  alone  exlfls  by,  and  is  infeparable  from,  the  Exe-    Anno  174^, 
cution  of  the  Laws.     Were  there  as  many  Coufins  as 
there  are  Judges,  and  all  chofen  for  Buckinghaniy  I 
fhould  hope  the  venerable  Dignity  of  thofe  Sages  would 
fave  them  from  being  facrificed  to  the  Clamours  and 
Brigues  of  fo  important  a  Race.     If  the  Bill  pafles, 
the  Judges  will  no  longer  have  the  free  Option,  which 
they  have  in  other  Counties,  of  appointing  the  Aflizes  ; 
and  fure  there  is  no  Caufe  why  thefe  worthy  Perfons 
fhould  lofe  a  Privilege,  which  it  is  not  pretended  they 
have  abufed,  only  to  favour  the  Petitioners  in  acquiring 
a  new  Privilege,  much  lefs   fupported   by  Argument, 
than  any  old  Privilege  that  ever  I  heard  of :   For,  Sir, 
I  repeat  it  again,  there  is  not  the  Shadow  of  an  Ar- 
gument offered  to  fupport  this  Requeft.    No  Hardfhip 
js  inflicted  on  Buckingham  in  taking  away  the  AlHzes  ; 
the  original  Hardfhip  was  to  Jylejbury^  from  whence 
they  were  removed  by  a  former  Judge,  to  cultivate  a 
Family-Intereft    in    the   prefent   petitioning   Town, 
which  thefe  Gentlemen  having  undermined  by  their 
Superior  Merit,  it  furely  may  be  allowed  to  another 
Judge  to  remove  the  Affixes  back  to  their  former  Situ- 
ation ;  and  if  four-and-twenty  Years  are  fuch  a  pro- 
digious long  Term,  why  then  Buckingham  has  enjoyed 
a  Privilege  wrefted  from  Jyle/bury^  for  a  prodigious 
long  Seafon.    But  the  real  Hardfhip  is  on  the  Judges, 
who  are  to  fuffer  for  the  Competition  between  thefe 
two  Towns.    I  cannot  look  on  it,  Sir,  as  perfonalto 
the  great  and  learned  Man,  who  made  the  laft  Remo- 
val ;  it  is  only  incidental  to  him  when  he  goes  that 
Circuit,  but  all  his  Brethren  and  Succeflbrs  are  com- 
plicated with  him,  for  no  Fault  of  theirs.  It  was  faid, 
that  no-  Cenfure  was  laid  on  that  great  Perfon  for  this 
Removal ;  I  am  amazed  the  Gentlemen  fhould  be  fo 
cautious  ;  it  is  not  the  firft  Time  they  have  cenfured 
a  Chief  Juftice  for  doing  what  he  has  a  legal  Right  to 
do  ;  nor  is  this  the  firft  Attack  made  on  the  learned 
Profeflion  by  a  certain  Family  :  But  though  they  can 
influence  Court-Martials  to  execute  their  Piques  and 
Prejudices,  I  hope  the  Parliament  will  have  more  Senfe 
and  Refolution,  than  to  be  the  Tools  of  fo  hot-beaded 
a  Fa61;ion  j  and  when  their  Drudgery,  nemlnijbtrudi 
poteft^  I  hope,  if  they.are^  at  leaft  forced  to  refort  to 

L  4  us. 
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Anno  174^.  ^3,  we  fhall  have  Spirit  enough  to  prefervc  our  own 
Dignity,  and  to  refufe  to  be  the  Agents  of  their  Jobs, 
and  the  Inftruments  of  their  Malice,  and,  as  all  Pa,r- 
ties  have  already  been,  the  Dupes  of  their  felf-inte- 
refted  Politics.' 

To  vi^hich  the  following  Anfwer  vi^as  immediately 
given. 

«  Mr.  Speaker, 

'  The  Hon.  Gentleman  fet  out  with  foul  Language 
and  falfe  Aflertions.     He  faid,  that  the  Bill  was  the 
crranteft  Job  that  ever  was  brought  into  Parliament ; 
and  he  faid  that  he  could  prove  it  fo  ;  but  immediately 
after,  difpenfes  with  his  own  Aflertion,  and  fays,  that- 
it  needs  no  Proof :  Very  arch  !  and  very  conclufive, 
truly  !-- -But,  Sir,  I  take  it  to  be  no  Joh^  and  I  will 
prove  it  to  be  none. — For,  Sir,  thofe  to  whom  he  at- 
tributes this  y^^,  did  no  more  than  their  Duty,  as' 
Members  for  the  Corporation  they  reprefent,    which, 
conceiving  itfelf  aggrieved,   had  Recourfe  to  Parlia- 
ment for  Relief,  and  to  them  for  Affiftance.— This, 
Sir,  was  a  rational,  a  legal,  and  a  proper  Method  ; 
and  to  call  this  a  Job^  or  to  upbraid  the  Gentlemen 
who  promoted  it,  for  what  they  were  bound  to  do  in 
the  Difcharge  of  their  Truft,  was  affronting  them,  in- 
fulting  the  Houfe,  and  offering  a  high  Indignity  to  the 
Commons  of  Great-Britain^  whofe  indubitable  Right  it 
is  to  petit  on  againft  whatever  they  take  to  be  a  Griev- 
ance.    He  proceeded  next  to  a  falfe  Fa5i :  Pie  faid, 
that  this  Corporation  applies  'iox  ^^  Monopoly  o{  ^^ 
Affixes  in  their  County. — The  very  Reverfe  of  this  is 
true  ;    inftead   of  applying  for^    they  apply  againfi  a 
Monopoly^  for  which  he  is  an  Advocate. — They  defire 
the  Ajfizes  may  be  held  fometimes  at  Buckingham  ;  the 
Point  he  efpoufes  is,  that  they  fliould  be  always  held 
at  Aylejbury — which,  dear  Sir,  looks  moft  like  a  Mono- 
poly ? 

*•  After  fo  happy  a  Beginning,  he  falls  into  a  vio- 
lent Torrent  of  Abufe  on  a  ivhole  Faniily^  founded  on  no. 
Reafon  in  the  World,  but  becaufe  that  Family  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  juft  Rewards  of  their  Services  to  their 
King  and  Country,  and,  in  the  Heat  of  his  Refent- 
merit,  he  throws  out  Things  that  are  as  unpardonably, 
*.  fediti^uSj 
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feditious,  as  they  are  palpably  abfurd.  He  takes  it  for  Anno  174S. 
granted,  that  Vitn  force  themfelves  into  2LPrejence^  and  < 
into  Councils^  to  v/hich  they  have  the  Honour  to  be 
called,  and  into  which  our  Confiitution  renders  it  im- 
poffible  for  any  to  intrude.  In  the  fame  Breath,  he 
makes  entering  into  a  Father's  Service,  an  KQi  of 
Ingratitude  to  a  Son  ;  and,  without  fo  much  as  pre- 
tending to  allign  either  Fa6ts  or  Reafons,  he  beftows 
the  moft  lo%v  and  infamous  Epithets  upon  Charafters, 
that  all  other  Men  mention  with  Efteem.  In  a  Word, 
he  forgot  himfelf  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  painted 
out  Men  of  Birth  and  Fortune,  and  in  hi'gh  Stations, 
as  if  they  were  the  moft  ab'andoned  and  profligate 
Creatures  in  the  Univerfe ;  without  Parts^  without 
Morals^  without  Sha??ie ;  and  who,  if  his  De- 
fcription  had  in  it  the  leaft  Tittle  of  Truths  inftead  of 
being  Members  of  Parliament,  or  admitted  to  the 
Privy-Council,  were  fit  only  to  be  Members  of  a 
Society^  once  famous  by  the  Name  of  the  Hell- fire 
Club, 

*  It  would  be  in  vain  to  follow  him  Step  by  Step, 
through  that  Maze  of  Scurrility  in  which  he  delights 
to  wander,  and  therefore  I  will  keep  to  the  Point  in 
Queftion,  and  to  what  you  would  have  paffed  upon 
the  World  fov  Arguments. — He  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
the  Precedents  that  have  been  brought  in  Support  of 
this  Bill,  'Ax^few  in  Number,  and  that  they  have  not 
been  always  fuccefsful. — Why,  that  may  be,  and  yet 
it  does  not  at  all  anfwer  the  Purpofe  for  which  you 
bring  it. — A  fmgle  Bill  of  this  Kind,  applied  for  and 
brought  in,  is  a  Precedent  fufficient ;  that  is,  fufficient 
for  the  Purpofe,  as  to  which  Precedents  had  been  men- 
tioned, as  to  the  Ufage  of  Parliament,  in  hearing  and 
determining  Points  of  this  Nature  ;  for  as  to  what 
they  will  upon  the  Hearing  determine,  is  another  Point, 
and  what  m^uft  depend  upon  the  Merits  of  this  parti- 
cular Caufe. — But  if  ever  the  Houfe  of  Commons  re- 
ceived and  examined,  and  afterwards  decided  upon  a 
Cafe  of  this  Nature,  v/hether  in  Favour  of  thofe  that 
brought  in  the  Bill  or  not^  it  was  a  very  good  Argu- 
ment for  bringing  this  Point  to  be  examined  the  fame 
^ay  i  nor  was  there  the  leaft  Probability  that  his  lit- 
tle 
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Aaao  1748.  tie  Sophirm,  of  the  more  Precedents  of  bringing  in^  fa 
many  more  Precedents  there  were  of  throwing  out  fuch 
Bill,  (hould  prevail.  The  Words  gingle  prettily 
enough,  and  no  doubt  but  the  TVitlings  of  a  Party  may 
think  this  Manner  of  fpeaking  very  fine ;  but  Men  of 
Senfe  and  Judgment  will  always  diftinguifh  between  a 
trite  Expreffion  and  a  fi)uncl  Reafon. — A  Bill  of  the 
fame  Kind^  brought  in  heretofore,  is  a  good  Precedent 
for  bringing  in  one  now^  and  throwing  out  that  Bill 
afterwards,  is  no  Precedent  at  all,  unlefs  the  fame  Rea^ 
fons  appear  in  this  Cafe  that  there  did  in  that.— Now 
fhew  you  but  thefe  Reafons,  and  no  doubt  the  Bill 
will  be  thrown  out.  But,  in  the  mean  Time,  what 
you  have  advanced,  is  no  Argument  againft  bringing  tt 
in, 

*  In  the  fame  arch  Manner,  he  was  for  getting  rid 
of  the  Argument  drawn  from  its  being  a  County-Town. 
—-That,  he  fays,  was  to  catch  the  Antiquaries  \  and 
pray.  Sir,  what  was  the  Meaning  oi your  knoivn  Courfe 
cf  Laiv  for  appointing  Aflizes  all  over  England  ?  Was 

not  that  thrown  out  to  catch  the  Lawyers  f But, 

if  he  difputes  its  being  the  County-Town,  give  me 
Leave  to  tell  him,  that  there  is  an  ASl  of  Parliament  in 
the  Reign  of  Henry  VII,  by  which  it  is  ena6led.  That 
the  Standard  of  TVeights  and  Meafures  Jhall  be  kept  here  ; 
and  till  that  Time,  you  will  give  me  Leave  to  fay, 
that  it  was,  without  Difpute,  the  County-Town,  and 
that  moft  of  the  County  Bufmefs  was  done  there. — 
Upon  this  fair  State  of  the  Cafe,  it  will  appear,  that 
Buckingha?ns  being  the  County-Town  is  no  ?7iagic  Term^ 
no  Appellation  grounded  merely  upon  its  giving  Na'me 
to  the  County,  but  arifmg  from  an  indifputable  Mat- 
ter of  Fa61:,  which  therefore  deferves  to  be  well 
weighed  and  confidered,  notwithftanding  your  quaint 
Way  of  turning  it  into  Ridicule,  more  efpecially  in  a 
Place  where,  as  you  rightly  fay — f argon  is  not  their 
Language. 

'  In  the  next  Place,  he  is  extremely  witty  on  the^r^- 
digious  Length  of  Time,  no  lefs,  fays  he,  thsm  four-and'- 
twenty  Years^  that  Buckingha?n  has  been  in  PofTeiHon  of 
the  Affizes,  in  which,  give  me  Leave  to  fay,  that 
there  is  fom^what  of  Prevarication,  though  I  miift  be 
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fo  juft  to  own,  that  he  very  pofTibly  might  not  Intend  it.  Anna  1741,. 
-—For  this  prodigious  Length  of  Time,  wi^th  which 
he  is  fo  merry,  does  not  really  refer  to  the  PofTeffix^n 
of  the  Affizes,  but  to  their  being  rejiored  to  Buckings 
ham  ;  and  furely,  if  it  had  been  deprived  of  them  even, 
for  a  prodigious  Length  of  Time  (to  ufe  that  Term  in  its 
proper  Senfe)  this,  according  to  his  own  Manner  of 
arguing,  ought  to  be  no  Reafon  againft  r£/?m«j-  them> 
much  lefs  ought  it  to  be  urged  as  a  juft  Caufe  for  de- 
priving them  a  fecond  Time  of  what  they  had  been, 
without  any  manifeft  Inconvenience,  reftored  to  in. 
Part^  that  is,  for  the  Summer  Affizes  only ;  for  that  is 
all  that  is  contended  for,  and  this  for  the  Space  oifour-^ 
and-twenty  Years. — Be  fokind  for  once.  Sir,  as  to  let 
the  Thing  appear  in  its  true  Light :  Buckingham  was 
the  old  County-TOwn  wliere  the  Affizes  were  gene- 
rally held ;  but,  I?y  fome  Means  or  other,  they  were 
taken  away  \  and  by  this  Means,  this  good  old  Borough 
funk  very  much  in  its  Credit.  But  after  they  had  h?:QVi 
Jong  taken  away  altogether,  and  beftowed  as  a  Favour 
on  another  Place,  Buckingham  had  the  good  Fortune 
to  recover  the  Summer  Ailizes,  and  found  the  Benefit 
of  it.  But  by  another  unlucky  Accident^  they  are  de- 
prived of  their  Turn  of  having  the  Affizes  held  there, 
without  any  Caufe  affigned  for  inflicting  this  Puni/h" 
ment — and  for  this  they  afk  Reliefs  which  he,  and  the 
Friends  of  Aylejbury^  lay  is  ridiculous, — Other  Folks 
think  it  reafonahle ;  fhall  not  the  Parlian>ent  be  allowed 
to  judge  whether  it  is  reafonahle  or  ridiculous?  Surely, 
Sir,  all  the  Wit,  and  Spleen,  and  Prejudice,  and  Soli- 
citation  in  the  World,  ought  not  to  prevail  in  fuch  a 
Cafe  as  this^  to  deny  People  a  Hearing. 

*  The  chief  Argument  upon  which  he  feems  to  rely, 
and  indeed  it  is  the  Argument  upon  which  his  Friends 
chufe  to  reft  this  Point,  is  the  Privileges  of  the  Judges. 
If  the  Bill  paffes^  fays  he,  the  Judges  will  no  longer  hav& 
the  free  Option  which  they  have  in  other  Counties^  of  ap^ 
pointing  the  Affizes,  and  there  is  no  Caufe  why  they  Jhould 
lofe  a  Privilege,  which  it  is  not  pretended  they  have  abufed, 

. Immediately  after,  he  is  pleafed  to  fay,  that  no 

Hardjhip  is  infliSled  on  Buckingham,  in  taking  away  the 
/Ufizes,  the  original  Hardship  was  to  Ayle(bury,  from 

whence 
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Anno  174S.  whence  they  tvere  removed  by  a  former  Judge,  to  cultU 
vate  a  Family-Intereft  in  the  prefent  petitioning  Town. — 
Now,  Sir,  all  this  to  me  is  Myftery,  Abfurdity,  and 
Inconfiftency ;  for  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how  he 
can  reconcile  the  not  ahufing  this  Privilege  to  his  AJfer- 
tion^  that  the  Affizes  were  removed  (he  fhouid  have  faid 
the  Slimmer  Affizes  rejiored)  to  Buckingham^  by  a  Judge, 

to  cultivate  a  Family- Inter eji. If  there  be  any  Truth 

in  h'lk  Injinuation^  what  becomes  of  his  Argument?  Is 
cultivating  a  Family-Inter eJi  a  fufficient  Reafon  for 
transferring  the  Affizes  from  one  Town  to  another  f 
Surely  not.  If  there  be  a  Syllable  of  Truth  in  this 
Infmuation-i  a  ftronger  Argument  cannot  be  offered  for 
preventing  any  thing  of  the  like  Sort  for  the  future, 
JBut,  Sir,  I  beg  Leave  to  fay,  he  has  advanced  another 
Abfurdity,  as  to  the  original  Injury  being  offered  to 
Aylejbury. — Pray  when,  and  how,  got  the  AfTizes  thi- 
ther ?  Was  Aylejbury  the  old  County-Town  ?  Were 
they  always  held  there ^  both  Summer  and  Winter  ?  If 
not,  furely  the  original  Injury  was  offered  to  the  Place 
from  whence  the  Aflizes  were  transferred  to  Aylejbury^ 
— By   his   Archnefs     upon  Antiquaries^    I   doubt    he 

will  not  be  able  to  anfwer  this  Queflion. He  will 

not  thank  me,  perhaps,  but  I  v/ill  anfv/er  it  for  him^ 
— It  happened  once  upon  a  Time,  a  prodigious  long 
Time  ago,  in  the  Reign,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
of  Henry  the  Vlllth,  that  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Baldwyn^  who  was  a  Native  of  the  Town  X)f  Aykfbury^ 
and  who  had  purchafed  the  Lordjhip  of  that  Place, 
had  Intereft  enough  to  carry  the  Afji-zes^  Seffions^  and 
all  County  Bufinefs^  thither.— My  Author  fays,  that 
this  was  out  of  Partiality  \  but  let  that  pafs  ;  whatever 
his  Motive  was,  certain  it  is,  that  he  did  it;  and  if 
there  be  any  Strength  in  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Logic^ 
this  was  the  origir-al  Injury,  and  therefore  the  Injury 
that  ought  to  be  repaired.  —Pie  will  forgive  me.  Sir, 
for  demolifhing  his  Argument^  v/hen  he  confiders  how 
much  I  have  {Ircngthened  his  Infinuation. 

'  One  Stroke  more,  and  the  Piece  is  finifhed.  He 
feems  to  be  mightily  alarmed  at  the  Inconveniences 
that  would   follow  upon  granting  the  Prayer  of  the 

Petition, Had  there  been  any   fuch  Inconveniences. 

ever 
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ever  experienced,  when  the  AfTizes  were  at  Buckingham^   Anno  174?. 
no  doubt  they  would  have  been  removed  feme  other 
Way  than  they  were. — In  a  Cafe  of  this  Nature,  it 
is  the  Benefit  of  the  County  in  general,  it  is  a  fair  and 
equal  Diftribution  of  public  Favours  that  ought  to  be 
confidered,  and  not  Family-Inter ejls^  or  the  Conveniences 
§f  particular  Perfons J  hov/ever  dignified  or  diftinguifhed. 
This,    Sir,    if  I  underftand  the  cooler  Parts   of  his 
Speech  clearly,  is  what  he  means,  and  I  proteft  I  mean 
the  very  fame  Thing. — He  has  fhewn,   in  one  ftrong  In- 
ftance,  that  for  the  Sake  of  cultivating  a  Family-Inte- 
reji^  this  great  Point  was  flighted  :  I  have  mentioned 
another  Inftance,  where,  on  the  Score  of  a  Pur  chafe  ^ 
it  was  alfo  (lighted.     How  do  we  know,  Sir,  that  in 
•the  ancient  or  modern  Times,  otherlnikznQ&s  of  the  fame 
Kind  may  not  have  occurred  ?   And  therefore  that  they 
may  fiever  occur  more^  why  fhould  not  this  Point  be  fairly 
and  fully  difcuffed  before  thofe  v/ho  are  not  likely  to 
be  bialTed  by  any  fuch  Interefts  r— Here,  Sir,  lie  the 
true  Merits  of  the  Caufe^  and  by  the  Aferits  let  it  be 
determined.     He  is  pleafed,  indeed,  to  be  ludicrous, 
very  ludicrous,  in   reprefenting  the   Contell:  betwixt 
the  two  great  States  of  Buckingham  and  Aylefbury  5  but 
furely  the  Concerns  of  tivo  Corporations  deferve  to  be 
treated  a  little  more  ferioufly^    efpecially  v/hen   they 
come  to  be  examined  before  (0  ciugti/l  an  Afjernbh.     if 
in  itfelf  this   be  fuch  a  trifling  and  ridiculous  Affair, 
why  does   he  m.ake  fuch  a  Point  of  it ;  and  if  it  is 
otherwife,  v/hy  would  he  reprefent  it  in  that  Light  ? — 
Alas  !  the  Reafon  is  but  too  plain  ;  if  it  is  confidered 
in  any  other^  all  he  has  been  faying  muil  go  for  no- 
thing.    All  his  Eloquence  is  loft,  all  his  Jokes  are 
fpoiled,  all  his  Wit  is  thrown  av/ay ;  for  all  thefe.  Sir, 
are  employed  to  procure  a  Decijion  without  a  Hearing. 
— Yet  he  is  fo  kind,  and  indeed  fo  juft,  as  to  declare, 
that  he  is  impartial.     He  is  acquainted  with  the  Countv 
fome  other  Way  than  by  the  Mai)^  though  it  may  be 
the  Cafe  of  fome  of  his  warmeft.  Friends  to  be  no  other- 
ways  acquainted  with  it  j  and  it  feems  he  is  acquainted 
likewife  with  Aylefbury ;  very  well  acquainted  with  it, 
by  the  Charafter  he  beftows  upon  it. — /  never  got  a 

Vote  thsrs  that  I  did  not  pay  for. He  is  a  Man  of 

Honour^ 
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A»i!o  174S.  ^onoufi  Sir,  and  nobody  will  doubt  the  Truth  of 
what  he  fays.  Perhaps  this  Method  of  procuring  Votes 
may  not  be  altogether  out  of  Fajhion ;  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  for  the  future,  that  private  Interejis  will  be  fup- 
ported  by  private  Purfes ;  for  I  dare  fay.  Sir,  even  he 
will  not  think  it  reafonable  to  exchange  that  Method 
fox  public  Privileges.^ 

The  Queftion  was  then  put  for  reading  the  Bill  a 
fecond  Time,  which  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by 
182  againft  112. 

On  the  2d  of  March  J  no  lefs  than  five  Peti- 
tions of  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  Buckingham  were  prefented  to  the  Houfe^ 
fetting  forth.  That  whereas  a  Bill  was  then  depend* 
ing  in  Parliament,  to  oblige  the  Judges  to  hold  the 
Summer  AlEzes  for  the  County  of  Bucks,  at  the  Town 
of  Buckingham ;  and  as  the  faid  Town  lay  in  an  •ex*- 
treme  Corner  of  the  County,  and  was  in  every  Re- 
fpe<Sl:  a  very  inconvenient  Place  for  holding  the  Affizes 
or  Quarter- Seffions,  the  holding  them  at  fo  great  a 
Diftance  from  feveral  Parts  of  the  County,  would  oc*« 
cafion  a  great  deal  of  unneceffary  Trouble  and  Ex- 
pence,  both  to  thofe  who  feek  Juftice,  and  to  thofe 
who  attend  on  the  Adminiftration  of  it ;  and  further 
reprefenting.  that,  upon  a  Reprefentation  made  by 
the  County  to  Parliament,  that  the  Town  of  Aylejbury 
was  the  moft  proper  Place  for  the  Affizes  and  Quarter- 
Seffions,  an  A61  pafTed  in  the  loth  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty's  Reign,  for  the  finifhing  and  compleating  a  Gaol 
and  Shire-Hall  there,  and  that  a  very  great  Sum  of 
Money  had  been  expended  thereupon,  in  Hopes  that 
the  fame  would  be  for  the  general  Advantage  of  the 
County  ;  but  that  whenever  the  AHizes  were  held  at 
Buckingham^  the  County  had  no  Advantage  thereby, 
and  a  further  Charge  was  laid  upon  them,  as  well 
to  remove  the  Prifoners  from  Aylejhury  thither,  as  to 
fet  a  Guard  over  them  there,  to  prevent  their  Efcape ; 
and  praying,  that  a  Bill  fo  contrary  to  the  Intent  of 
the  faid  A6t,  and  fo  prejudicial  to  the,  general  Intereft 
of  the.  County,  might  not  pafs. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  Petitions  being  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Ta-  Anno  1748, 
ble  till  the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Bill,  it  was  then  or-  V.,.,..-^^— ,^ 
dered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time  on  the  Monday  follow- 
ing ;  on  which  Day,  after  reading,    upon  a  Motion, 
for  that  Purpofe,  the  Adi  of  the  nth  of  Richard  I^q 
lid,  intituled,  The  keeping  of  the  Ajji-zes  in  good  Towns 
referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Chaitcellor  and  Jiiflices^ 
Sec,  a  Iviotion  was  made  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  the  faid  Statute,  and  to  appoint  a  convenient 
Place  for  holding  the  Aiiizes  in  every  County  in  En- 
gland ;  whereupon  it  was  moved,  that  fo  much  of  an 
AS:  made  in  the  nth  of  Henry  the  VTIth,  intituled. 
The  Names  of  Cities  and  Towns  limited  for  the  keeping  of 
TFeights  and  Meafures^    as    relates  to    the   Names    of 
Towns  limited  for  the  fafe  Cufliody  of  Weights  and 
Meafures,  according  to  the  King's  Standard,  for  the 
Shires   of  Buckingham  and  Somefet^    might   be  read  ; 
which  being  read  accordingly,  the  Queftion  was  put 
upon  the  former  Motion  \  but  as  it  feems  to  have  been 
intended  only  to  throw  a  Slur  upon  the  Buckingham 
Bill  then  depending,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative ; 
after  which,  a  Petition  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the 
Nobilit}",  Gentry,  and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Buckingham ;     and    another   Petition    of    the   Gentry, 
Clergy,    Freeholders,    and  other  Inhabitants  of   the 
County  of  Buckingham ;  were  prefented   to  the  Koufe 
in  Favour  of  the  Bill  :   Then  another  Petition  of  the 
Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the  County, 
was  prefented  againfl  the  Bill  :  Ail  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  upon  the  Table ;  and  the  Order  of  the  Day  be- 
ing read,  for  the  fecond  Reading   of  the  faid   Bill,  a 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town    of  Aylejhury 
was  prefented  and  read,  but  was,  upon  a  Motion,  re- 
je£led ;  after  which,  the  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  a  Motion  made.  That  it  ihould  be  committed, 
which  occafioned  a  new  Debate  ;  but  the  Motion  was 
at  laft  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  committed  for  JVednef- 
day  following,  when  no  lefs  than  28  Petitions  of  the 
Gentry,  Clergy,  Freeholders,    and   other  Inhabitants 
of  the  faid  County,  were  prefented  in  Favour  of  the 
Bill,    and  all    ordered  to  lie  on   the   Table.      Then 
there  was  prefented  a  Petition  of  the  High-SHerifF  and 

Grand- 
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Anno  1748.  Grand- Jury  of  the  County  of  Buckinghapi  againf!:  the 
Bill ;  and  concluded  with  praying  to  be  heard  by  their 
Council  againft  the  Bill,  and  permitted  to  prove  the 
Matters  they  had  alledged  in  their  Petition. 

This  Petition  was  likewife  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Table;  and  the  Houfe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill,  and 
having  gone  through  the  fame  with  fome  Amendments, 
the  Report  was  made  next  Day,  the  Amendments 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be  ingroffed.  Upon 
this,  a  Motion  was  made,  that  the  High-Sheriff  and 
Grand- Jury  of  the  County,  who  had  petitioned,  fhould 
be  heard  by  their  Council  at  the  third  Reading  thereof, 
if  they  thought  fit ;  which  Motion  was  agreed  to ; 
and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  Time  on 
the  Tuefday  following. 

Accordingly,  on  Tuefday ^  March  15,  the  Order  of 
the  Day  being  read,  the  Council  againft  the  Bill  were 
heard ;  after  which,  there  enfued  a  long  Debate ;  and 
the  Queftion  being  at  laft  put.  That  the  Bill  do  pafs, 
it  was  carried  in  the  Aifirmative  by  155  to  108; 
whereupon,  Mr.  GrenviUe  was  ordered  to  carry  the 
Bill  to  the  Lords. 

On  the  5th  of  April  there  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  a  Petition  oi  James  Crokatt,  Efq;  on  behalf  of  him- 
felf,  and  feveral  other  Merchants,  trading  to  his  Majefty's 
Plantations  \n  America^  fetting  forth.  That  one  of  the 
moft  confiderable  Branches  of  the  French  American 
Commerce  was  Indigo^  with  which  they  fupplied  all 
the  Markets  in  Europe ;  and  that  in  England  alone, 
the  Confumption  was  upv/ards  of  600,000  Pounds 
Weight  per  Annum^  which,  at  55.  the  Pound,  was 
150,000/.  and  that  hidigo  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
be  ufed  in  dying,  as  no  Blue  was,  or  could  be  dyed 
without  it;  and  that  formerly  great  quantities  of 
Indigo  were  made  in  the  Brittjh  Plantations,  but 
that  of  late  the  making  thereof  had  been  neglected, 
and  that  the  Plant,  from  which  Indigo  was  made, 
grew  in  great  Plenty  in  South -Car oliria^  and  great 
Quantities  thereof  had  been  already  made,  which  in 
all  ref]3e(?l:s  was  as  good  for  dying  as  French  Indigo^ 
and   that   much   greater  Qiiantities  could  be  made^ 

whereby 
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whereby  the  French  would  be  deprived  of  a  valuable  Anno  1743. 
Branch  of  their  Commerce,  if  proper  Encourage-  \ 
nient  were  given  to  the  Planters  in  America^  to 
promote  the  making  thereof;  and,  therefore,  pray- 
ing the  Houfe  to  take  the  Premifes  into  Confidera- 
tion,  and  to  do  thereupon,  as  to  the  Houfe  (bouid 
feem  meet. 

This  Petition  Was  referred  to  the  Confideration  of 
a  Committee ;  and  it  was   inforced  by  a  great  many 
other  Petitions  from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
by  one  from  feveral  Planters  and  Inhabitants  of  South'' 
Carolina  then  in   London ;    which    further    fet    forth. 
That  the  principal  Commodities    made    in    Carolina, 
and    fhipped     from    thence    to    Great-Britain,    v/ere 
Rice,  Pitch,  Tar,  and  Turpentine,  all  which  being 
bulky,  and    of  fmall   Value  in   proportion   to    their 
Bulk,  had,  by  the  expenfive  high  Freight   and   In- 
furance  ever  fmce  the  War,  been  fold   by  the  Peti- 
tioners at  fo  low  a  Price,   as  Vv'as  not   fufEcient  even 
to  pay  the  unavoidable  Expences  attending  the  making 
of  them ;    and    that   this    had    proved   the    Ruin    of 
many  induflrious  People,  and  reduced  the  Petitioners 
to  the  Neceliity  of  employing  many  of  their  Servants 
ufed     to     fuch   Work,     m.aking     Clothes,     &c.    of 
Woollen,  Linen,  and  Cotton ;  alfo  other  Necefiaries 
the    Petitioners   were    formerly   fupplied   with    from 
England,  which  were  then  a  much  cheaper  Purchafe 
to  them,  by  the  Produce  of  what  they  fent  to  Great^ 
Britain ;  and  that  this  Calamity  had  induced  moft  of 
the  Subfcribers,  and  many  other  Planters,  to  attem.pt 
feveral   new   Articles  proper    for   the    Climate,    and 
ufeful   to  the  Trade  of  Great-Britain ;  one  of  which 
was  Indigo,  in    which    the  Petitioners    had  fucceeded 
fo   well,    as   to    have    fent   a   coniiderable    Quantity 
already  to  England,    and,    if   once   eftablilhed    as    a 
ftaple  Commodity,    they    were    certain,    that   they 
could  make  more  than  was  confum.ed  in  Great-Biitain, 
and  as  good  as  could   be  made  in  any  other  Part  of 
America ;    but    that  the  ereciing  of    Buildings,    and 
purchafmg   proper  Tools,   necelTary   in    this    Manu- 
failure,  which  could  ferve  for  no   other  Ufe,    was 
attended    with    a    confiderable  Expence,     and    more 
than  m.any  Planters,  in  their  prefent  Diitrei?,  could 
Vol.  III.  M  afford 
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Anno  174.S.  afford  on  a  precarious  Undertaking,  unlefs  they  had 
a  ProfpecSt  of  Advantage  over  the  French  Planters, 
by  fome  Encouragement  for  a  few^  Years,  ^c, 

Befides  the  Fa6i:s  mentioned  in  thefe  two  Peti- 
tions, there  vvas  another  Fa6l  fet  forth  in  the  Petitioa 
of  the  Merchants  in  London  trading  to  the  Planta- 
tions, prefented  the  19th,  which  was.  That  the 
French  have  now  many  Indigo  Works  erected,  in  the 
Ifland  of  St.  Lucia',  which  Fa6t  we  take  particular 
Notice  of,  becaufe  that  Ifland  has  always  been  un- 
derilood  to  belong  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain^ 
and  a  Grant  thereof  was  a61:ually  made  by  his  late 
Majefly  to  the  Duke  of  Montague^  who  put  himfelf 
to  a  great  Expence  in  fitting  out  and  fending  a 
Colony  thither,  but  their  taking  PofTeffion  w^as  pre- 
vented by  the  French ^  and,  though  our  Admin illra- 
tion  at  that  Time  did  not  think  fit  to  inforce  his 
Majefty's  Grant,  furely,  no  Adminiftration  ought 
ever  to  have  allowed  the  French  to  take  PofTeflion  of 
an  Illand  fo  fertile  in  its  Soil,  and  fo  convehient  for 
its  Situation  and  natural  Flarbours. 

Whether  any  Proof  of  this  Y?.Si  was  made  or 
required,  does  not  appear,  but  or  the  19th,  being  the 
fame  Day  the  lail-mentioned  Petition  was  prefented, 
Lieuten ant-General  Oglethorpe  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee, Tha:  they  had  examined  the  Matter  of  Fa£fc 
in  the  feveral  Petitions  referred  to  them,  and  had- 
dire6led  him  to  report  a  State  thereof  to  the  Houfe, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Confideration  of 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  which  all  the 
Petitions  then  or  afterwards  prefented  were  referred, 
and  to  which,  likewife,  the  Account  of  the  Quantity 
of  Indigo  imported  for  Ten  Years  paft,  diftinguiihing 
each  Year,  and  how  much  from  America y  Europe^ 
and  Prize,  was  referred ;  and  the  faid  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  having  refolved,  That  the  En- 
couraging of  the  Growth  of  Indigo  in  his  Majefty's 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America.,  would  be  a 
great  Advantage -to  '0:1^  Trade  of  Great-Britain-,  and, 
that  a  Bounty  of  bd,  in  the  Pound  Weight  upon 
all  fuch  Goods  and  merchantable  Indigo  would  be  a. 
proper  Encouragement,  their  Rcfolutions  wTre  agreed, 
to    by     the    Houfe   on    the    25th5  and,    Lieutenant- 

General 
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General  Oglethorpe^  Mr.  Hzime^  Sir  Bourthler  Wrey^  Anno  1743. 
Mr.  Colleton^  and  Mr.  Sydenham^  -were  ordered  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  purAiant  to  thefe  Refo- 
lutions,  which  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Oglethorpe  the 
28th,  and,  having  been  expedrted,  paiTed  through 
both  Houfes. 

His  Majefty  having  declared  his  Intention,  to  vifit 
his  German  Dominions,  the  Seffion  was  clofed  on 
the  13th  of  May^  1748;  on  which  Day  he  went 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  made  the  following 
Speech : 

^'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*'  A  T  the  Opening  of  this  Sellion  of  Parliament 
*'  /~\  I  informed  you  that  a  Congrefs  had  been 
*'  agreed  upon  by  the  feveral  Powers  at  War;  and 
*'  I  have  now  the  Satisfaction  to  acquaint  you, 
*'  that  Preliminaries  for  reftoring  a  general  Peace 
*'  have  been  figned  between  my  Minifler,  and  thofe 
*'  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  and  the  States-Gene- 
*'  ral  of  the  United  Provinces ;  the  Bafis  of  which 
*'  is  a  general  Reftitution  of  Conquefts  made,  during 
*'  the  War,  on  all  Sides. 

"  In  Confequence  of  thefe  Preliminaries,  which 
*'  have  been  ratified  by  all  the  contracting  Parties, 
^^  a  Cefiation  of  Hoflilities  has  aftually  taken  Place 
*'  in  the  Low-Countries^  and  in  the  Channel-^  and 
*'  certain  Periods  are  fixed,  according  to  former 
"  Praftice,  for  its  Commencement  in  other  Parts  of 
"  the  World. 

"  In  this  important  Tranfa(3:ion  my  great  Views 
''  have   been,   fteadily  to  adhere  to  the  true  Interefts 

of  Europe^  to  purfue  and  maintain  thofe    of    my 

own  Kin2;doms  in  particular,  and  to  procure  for 
"  my  Allies  the  beft  Terms  and  Conditions,  that 
*'  the  Events  of  a  War,  in  fome  Parts  unfuccefsful, 
'^  did  admit. 

''  I  have,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Negociation,  a6t- 
'^  ed  v/ith  the  moft  unreferved  Confidence  and  Com- 
"  munication  tov/ards  my  Allies  :  And  I  hope  that, 
'^  v/hen  they  have  m-atureiy  %veighed  the  Situation  of 
*'  Affairs,  the  Neceility  from  thence  arifing,  and  the 
*'  Care  and  Attention  which  have  been  fkewn  for 
M  2  "  their 
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•Anno  X748,   «f  their  Advantage  and  Security,  they  will  not  delay 
"  ^^  to    accede    to    thefe    Preliminary    Articles,    but 
*'  concur  in  effecLuating  the  good  Work  of  Peace. 

'*  The  vigorous  and  powerful  Support  you  have 
'^  given  me,  during  this  Seffion,  towards  carrying, 
*'  on  the  War,  has  ftrengthened  my  Hands,  in  pro- 
*'  ceeding  thus  far  in  the  Meafures  of  Peace.  No- 
*'  body  can  fuggeft  the  leaft  Failure  on  the  Part  of 
^^  Great-Britain,  which,  not  only  for  the  fake  of 
*^*  its  own  particular  Intereft,  but  of  the  Common 
*■'  Caufe,  has  taken  on  itfelf  a  Share  of  the  Burden, 
*'  unexampled  in  former  Times.  I  hope  foon  to  fee 
^'  this  necefTary  Work  brought  to  Perfection,  with 
*'  the  Concurrence  of  all  my  Allies,  with  whom  it 
*'  is  my  firm  Intention  to  cultivate  the  moll  perfe<5l^ 
*'  Harmony,  and  to  cement  and  ftrengthen,  if  pofli- 
*'  ble,  the  Ties  of  our  ancient  Union  and  Friendihip, 
^'  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  may  render  the  Peace  fecurs 
*'  and  durable." 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  Floufe  of  Commons, 

*'  My  particular  Thanks  are  due  to  you,  for  the 

*'  ample  Provifion  you  have  made  for  the  Service  of 

''  the  current  Year.      Nothing  could    have   contri- 

*'  buted  fo  much  to  the  putting  an  End  to  the  Cala- 

''  rnities  of  War,  and  reducing  our  future  Expences, 

^^  as  thefe  well-judged  Supplies.     The  moft  prudent 

*^  QEconomy  fhall  be  made  ufe  of  in  the  Application 

"  of  them ;    and  you  may  be  affured,  nothing  will 

*''give  me  more  real  Pleafure,  than  to  take  the  firfl: 

Opportunity  of    lelTening    the     prefent    Burdens 

of  my  People." 

''  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  cannot  fuifficiently  exprefs  my  entire  Satis- 
*'  fa6^ion  in  your  whole  Conduct!:,  during  this  Seffion  5 
*'  and  I  muft  recommend  it  to  you,  to  promote  in 
'^  your  feveral  Countries  a  right  Senfe  of  thofe 
*'  Meafures,  which  have  been  fo  neceffarily  taken 
*'  for  the  Security  and  Eafe  of  my  People.  As  it  is 
*'  the  earneft  Dehre  of  my  Heart,  to  fee  the  Crown 
*^  of  Great-Britain  maintain  that  Figure,  Strength, 
*'  and  Weight,  in  making  War  and  Peace,  which 
*'  juftly   belong  ,to   it,  it  is  equally  fo,  to  fee   my 

7  *«  good 
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/*  good  Subje^ls  enjoy  the  Bleiliiigs  of  Tranquillity    Anno  174S. 
<«  and  Profperity."  ' 

A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  pafTed  during  this 
SeHion. 

AN  Act,  *  For  granting  to  his  Majefly  a  Suhfidy  of 
[  I  J.  ]  Poundage  upon  all  Goods  and  Merchandizes 
to  be  imported  into  this  Kitigdom ;  and  for  raifing  a  certain 
Sum  of  Money  by  Annuities  and  a  Lottery ,  to  be  charged 
on  the  faid  Suhfidy :  And  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  ASl 
made  in  the  Twentieth  Year  of  his  prefcnt  Majejiys  Reig?i^ 
asenaSfs^  That  Prize  Goods  and  Merchandize  may  be 
exported  without  paying  any  Duty  of  Cuftom  or 
Excife  for  the  fame. 

An  Aft,  To  revive  and  make  perpetual  two  ASfs  of 
Parliament^  to  prevent  frivolous^  and  vexatious  Arrefis. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  an  Aid  of  \s.  in  the  Pound  to 
his  Majejly^  by  a  Land-Tax  to  be  raifed  i?i  Great-Britain 
for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1748. 

An  Aft,  For  punijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and 
for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and  their  ^carters. 

An  Aft,  To  prohibit  Infurance  of  the  Ships  belonging  to 
France,  and  on  Merchandises^  or  Effe£fs  laden  thereon-^ 
during  the  prefent  IVar  with  France. 

An  Aft,  To  iyidemnify  Perfons  who  have  omitted  to 
qualify  themfelves  for  Offices  a7id  Employments  within  the 
Time  limited  by  Law,  and  for  allowing  further  Time  fir 
that  Purpofe. 

An  Aft,  To  compleat  an  Ufidertaking  for  furnifoing 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  fever  al  Places  of  Stratford,  Weft- 
Ham,  Bow,  Bromley,  Mile-End  and  Stepney,  and 
other  Places  adjacent^   with  Water. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  to  his  Majejiy  the  Sum  of  One 
Million  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  Service  of  the  Tear 
1748,  and  for  applying  a  Sum  of  Money  remaining  in  the 
Exchequer,  arifen  by  the  Rates  and  Duties  on  Hoifes 
which  deter?mned  at  Lady-Day  1747,  and  for  the  further 
appropriating  the  Supplies  granted  in  this  Sejfion  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  for  applying  a  certain  Sum  of  Money  for  defray^ 
ing  the  Charge  of  the  Allowances^  for  the  Tear  1 748, 

*  This  Aft,  than  which  none  was  ever  of  ^reatsr  Importance, 
was  carried  on  withoyt  a  Divifion. 

,  M  3  ^fl 


I    i66    ] 

Anno  174S,   io  the  two  Troops  of  Horfe-Guards^  and  three  Regiments 
of  Horfe^  lately  reduced. 

An  A6i,  For  explaining^  amending^  and  further 
enforcing  the  Execution  of  an  A^  pajfed  in  the  laji  SeJJion 
of  Parliament^  for  granting  to  his  Majejry  new  Rates  and 
Duties  upon  Houfes^  IVindows^  or  Lights. 

[By  this  A6t,  every  Kitchen,  Scullery,  Wafh- 
houfe,  Bakehoufe,  Brewhoufb,  and  Lodging-Room^ 
belonging  to  any  Dweliing-Houfe,  fnall  (according 
to  the  Attorn ey-General's  Opinion)  be  deemed  Part 
of  it,  and  all  Windows  and  Lights  therein  be 
charged  accordingly.  No  Window  or  Lights  to  be 
deemed  ftopped  up,  unlefs  done  efFe6lually,  with 
Stone,  Brick,  or  Plaifter  upon  Lath,  or  the  fame 
Materials  with  the  Outfide  of  the  Houfe,  except  fuch. 
as  were  ftopped  up  before  the  Makmg  of  this  A61  in 
the  laft  Seifion  of  Parliament.] 

An  A61,  For  permitting  Tea  to  be  exported  to  Ireland, 
and  his  Majefifs  Plantations  in  America,  without  paying 
the  Inland  Duties  charged  thereupon  by  an •  A51  of  the  \%th 
Tear  of  his  prefent  Majefys  Reign  \  and  for  enlarging  the 
Time  for  fome  of  the  Payments  to  he  made  on  the  Suhfcripiion 
of  6,300,000/.  by  Virtue  of  an  Adl  of  this  SeJJion  of 
Parliament. 

An  Aa,  To  reSlify  a  Mijlake  in  the  Mutiny  JSf, 

[Relating  to  an  Article  mifnumbered.] 
An  A<5I:5  For  the  more  effedual  Trial  and  Punijhment 
tf  High  Treafon  and  Mifprifion  of  High  Treajon  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland;  and  for  abrogating  the  PraSlice 
sf  taking  down  the  Evidence  in  Writing  of  certain  cri- 
minal Profecutions  \  and  for  making  fome  further  Regii^ 
lations  relating  to  Sheriff's  Depute  and  Stewarts  Depute^ 
and  their  Subjlitutes  \  and  for  other  Purpojes  therein 
mentioned. 

An  A61',  To  amend  and  inforce  fo  much  of  an  Adi  made 
In  the  iqth  Tear  of  his  Majejlys  Reign.,  as  relates  to  the 
more  eJfeHual  di farming  the  Highlands  in  Scotland, 
and  rejlraining  the  IJJe  of  the  Highland  Drejs^  and  to 
Mafters  and  Teachers  of  private  Schools  and  Chaplains  y 
and  to  explain  a  Claufe  in  another  ASl  made  in  the  fame 
Tear  relating  io  Letters  of  Orders  of  Epijcopal  Minijiers 
in  Scotland ;  and  to  oblige  Perfons  allowed  to  carry  Arms.^ 
fnd  the  Dire^ors  of  the  Banks  there-)  and  certain  Perfons 

b^long^ini 
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belonging  to,   or  praHiJing  in,   the  Courts  cf  SeJJlon  and   Anno  J74S. 

'JujViciary,  to  take  the  Oaths ;  and  to  repeal  feme  Claufes 

in  an  Aii  made  in  the  Firjl  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  his  late 

Majejly  King  George  the  Firft,  whereby  certain  Encou^ 

rage?ncfits  are  given  to  Landlords  andTenants  in  Scotland, 

who  Jhould  continue  in  their  Duty  and  Loyalty  to  his  faid 

late  Majejly  \  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  A6t,  For  explaining,  amending,  and  enforcing 
an  A£l  made  in  the  i  ^th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent 
Majejly,  intituled.  An  Act  for  Prohibiting  the  Wearing 
and  Importation  of  Cambricks  and  French  Lawns. 

An  Kdi,  For  Relief  of  Infolvent  Debtors. 

[This  A6t  difcharges  all  Debtors  for  500/.  or 
under.  All  Fugitives,  who  were  abroad  on  January  i 
laft,  have  the  Benefit  of  this  A61:,  delivering  up  their 
AH,  except  Wearing  Apparel,  and  Tools  not  to  ex- 
ceed 10/.  All  Bankrupts  not  obtaining  their  Certifi- 
cates, Attorneys  retaining  their  Clients  Money,  Per- 
fons  Debtors  of  the  Crown,  and  former  Infolvents, 
are  excepted.  The  Creditors  of  thofe  who  live  in 
Gaol  may  compel  them  to  give  an  Account  upon 
Oath  of  their  Effects,  ^c.  The  Claufe  obliging  all 
under  40  to  be  Soldiers  or  Sailors,  was  thrown  out 
by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  with  which  the  Commons 
agreed.] 

An  A(5t,  For  encouraging  the  making  of  Indigo  in  the 
Britifh  Plantations  in  America. 

[We  paid  to  the  French  near  200,000  /.  per  Ann, 
for  Indigo.] 

An  Act,  For  the  further  Relief  of  the  Orphans  and 
ether  Creditors  of  the  City  of  London  j  and  for  other 
Purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  AcSt,  For  the  Relief  of  the  Annuitants  of  the 
Mercers  Company  of  the  City  of  London. 

An  Aft,  To  continue  and  amend  feveral  Laws  for  the 
Relief  of  Debtors  zvith  refpC'Sf  to  the  Imprifonment  of  their 
Perfons ;  and  to  reSiify  a  Mijlake  in  an  ASl  pa  (fed  in  the 
lajl  Sejfion  of  Parliament  for  continuing  feveral  Laws 
therein  mentioned;  and  to  continue  two  Acts,  the  one 
paffedin  the  ir^th  Tear,  the  other  in  the  7.0th  Tear,  of  his 
prefent  Majejlfs  Reign,  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the 
Dijiemper  ajnongd  the  horned  Cattle, 
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Anno  J743.        An  A£^5  jH?  explain  and  amettd  an  Acl  pajjed'ln  the 

*«— *^'/'~'*'~«'   l^ih  Tear  of  his  Majejiys  Reign,  intimled.  An  A£f  for 

the  prefervation  of  the  Public  R&ads  in  England  j  and 

to  an  A£l  pajfd  in  the  yl  of  William  and  Mary,  rela-^ 

ting  to  the  Settling  the  Rates  of  the  Carriage  of  Goods. 

An  A6t,  To  render  more  effeSiual  an  A51  ?nade  in  the 
Twentieth  Tear  of  his  Majefy's  Reign,  intituled.  Ah  A3 
for  Relief  of  fiich  of  his  Majefiy  s  loyal  Siibje^s  in  Scot- 
land, whofe  Title-Deeds  and  Writhigs  were  defiroyed  or 
carried  off  h^  the  Rebels  iyi  the  late  Rebellion. 

An  A61:,  Far  holding  the  Simimer  Afftzes  for  the 
County  of  Buckingham,  at  the  County  Town  of  Buck- 
ingham. 

[A  Petition  v/as  publifhed  in  the  Daily  Papers, 
praying,  for  the  more  effectually  puniihing  the 
County,  that  the  Winter  Affizes  might  be  held  at  the 
ancient  Town  of  Cokbrook.'] 

An  A<^3  Fp^  further  regulating  the  Proceedings  upon 
Courts  Martial  in  the  Sea  Service ;  and  for  extending  the 
Difciplrne  of  the  Navy  to  the  Creivs  of  his  Majefiy  s  Ships 
wrecked,  loft,  or  taken ;  and  for  continuing  to  them  their 
JVages  upon  certain  Conditions, 

[The  Sea- Officers  faid.  That  their  Courts  Martial 
wanted  much  lefs  .Regulation  than  the  Land,  and  that 
it  was  a  high  Reflexion  to  fuppofe  them  alone 
<iulpable,] 
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Hiftory    and   Proceedings 

O  F    T  H  E 

SECOND    SESSION 

OF    THE 

Tenth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain. 

On  the  2C)fh  (?/"  November,  1748,  his  Majefty  zvent  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peer s^  and  opened  the  Sejfion  with  the 
following  Speech. 

''  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

'  T  Acquainted  you,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  lafl  Seffion    Anno  174S, 

'  i  of  Parliament,  that  Preliminary  Articles  for  a 

'  general  Pacification  had  been  figned  by  my  Mini- 

'  fter,  and  thofe  of  the  moft   Chriftian  King,  and 

'  the    States-General    of    the    United  Provinces ;     to 

'  v/hich  the  Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungmy^  the  Kings 

'  of  Spain  and  Sardinia^  and   the   other  Powers  en- 

*  gaged  in  the  War,  foon  afterwards  acceded. 
*^  I  loft  no  Time  in  taking  the   proper  Meafures, 

'  v/ith  my  Allies,  for  effeCLuating  a  general  Peace 

'  by  a  Definitive  Treaty,  in  v/hich  all  Parties  were 

'  to  concur :    And,  notv/ithftanding  the  Difficulties 

*  which  muft  attend  fo  extenfive  a  Work,  wherein 
'  the  refpe61:ive  Interefts  of  fo  many  Powers  were  to 
'  be  finally  adjufted  by  common  Confent,  I  have 
'  been  able,  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  in  the  Courfe  of 

*  the  Summer,  to  complete  it;  and  I  have  the  Plea- 
'  fure  to  acquaint  you,  that  a  Definitive  Treaty, 
'  previoufly  concerted  with  my  Allies,  has  been 
'  figned  by  my  Minifters,  and  thofe  of  France^  and 
'  the  States-General ;  to  which  all  the  other  Powers 
'  concerned  ih  the  War  have  acceded  without 
'  Referve* 
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Anno  1748.  *^  It  has  been  my  chief  Endeavour,  in  putting  an 
"  End  to  the  Calamities  of  War,  to  make  the  molt 
"  effectual  Provifion  for  fecuring  the  Rights  and  In- 
*'  tereits  of  my  own  Subje6rs,  and  to  procure  the 
*'  beft  Terms  and  Conditions  for  my  Allies,  that 
*'  the  Situation  of  Affairs  would  admit.  And  I  take 
*'  much  Satisfaction  in  being  able  to  tell  you,  that 
<'  I  have  found  a  general  good  Difpofition  in  all  the 
*'  Parties  engaged  in  the  War,  to  bring  this  Nego- 
*'  tiation  to  a  happy  Conclufion.  From  thefe  Cir- 
"  cumftances  we  may  promife  ourfelves,  under  God, 
*'  a  long  Enjoyment  of  the  Bleffings  of  Peace,  pro- 
*^  vided  we  make  the  right  Ufe  and  Improvement 
''  of  it." 

*'  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
^'  As  great  a  Progrefs  has  been  made  towards  re- 
^^  ducing  the  public  Expences,  as  the  Nature  of  the 
*'  Cafe  v/ould  allow ;  and  I  only  defire  you  to  grant 
*'  me  fuch  Supplies,  as  may  be  requifite  for  the 
"  current  Service  of  the  Year,  for  your  own  Secu- 
*'  rity,  and  for  making  good  fuch  Engagements  as 
*'  have  been  already  entered  into,  and  laid  before  you, 
^^  Times  of  Tranquillity  are  the  proper  Seafons  fcnr 
*'  leffenirig  the  National  Debt,  and  ftrengthening 
*'  ourfelves  againft  future  Events ;  and,  as  the  necef- 
^^  fary  Means  for  thefe  Purpofes,  I  muft  recommend 
*'^  to  you  the  Improvement  of  the  Public  Revenue, 
,*'  and  the  maintaining  our  Naval  Force  in  proper 
*'  Strength  and  Vigour." 

*'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  ^ 
*'  It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  fpeak  to  you  on  this 
*'  Subject  of  the  happy  Re-effablifhment  of  the 
*^  public  Tranquillity,  without  returning  you  my 
*'  fincere  Thanks,  for  the  great  and  affe6lionate 
*'  Support  you  have  given  me,  in  carrying  on  this 
*'  juft  and  neceffary  War;  in  which,  not  only  the 
*'  common  Caufe  of  Europe^  but  our  own  Indepen- 
*'  dency  and  effentlal  Interefts,  were  highly  concerned. 
*'  As  the  extraordinary  Burdens  which  is  brought 
*'  upon  my  good  Subjects  gave  me  much  Uneafinefs, 
*'  fo  I  could  not  but  wifn  to  fee  as  fpeedy  an  End 
^'  put  to  them  as  polnbic.  Whatever  the  Events  of 
''  War  may  have  beerjj  the  Bravery  of  my  Troops 
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««  has  diftinguiflied  itfelf  on  every  Occafion,  to  their  Anno  1748* 

*'  lafting  Honour;    and    our  fignal  Succefles  at  Sea  1^,, -y^-^m,,^ 

^'  muft  ever  be  remembred  to  the  Glory  of  the  Britijb 
*'  Fleet,  and  entitle  it  to  the  pal-ticular  Attention  and 
*'  Support  of  this  Nation.  You  vi^ill  further  con- 
*'  fider,  that  thofe  brave  Men,  who  have  ferved  v/eli 
*'  by  Sea,  or  Land,  and  cannot  now  be  employed, 
<'  juftly  deferve  to  be  the  Objedls  of  your  Favour  and 
«'  Protedion. 

«'  As  my  firft  Care  has  been  to  take  the  moft  early 
*'  Meafures,  that  my  People  may,  as  foon  as  poflible, 
*'  reap  the  Benefits  of  Peace,  fo  I  doubt  not  of  your 
*'  chearful  Affiftance  in  perfecting  this  good  Work, 
*'  Let  me  earneftly  recommend  to  you  the  Advance- 
*'  ment  of  our  Commerce,  and  Cultivating  the  Arts 
*'  of  Peace,  in  which  you  may  depend  on  my  hearty 
^'  Concurrence  and  Encouragement.  It  Ihall  be  my 
"  Endeavour  to  continue  thefe  Bleffings,  by  a  pundiual 
^'  Execution  of  the  Engagements  now  taken,  and 
^'  by  maintaining  the  mofl:  perfect  Harmony  and 
^*  good  Correfpondence  with  the  Friends  and  Allies 
^'  of  Great- Bi'itam, 

*'  The  Experience  I  have  had  of  you,  makes  me 
^*  rely  on  the  Zeal,  Unanim.ity,  and  Difpatch  of 
*^  your  Proceedings ;  and  you  may  be  allured,  that 
*'  nothing  fhall  be  wanting,  on  my  Part,  to  make 
*«  you  a  flourilhing  and  happy  People." 

The  Addrefs  was  moved  for,  by  Lord  BarringUn^ 
and  feconded  by  Philip  Torke^  Efq;  which  gave  Rife 
to  a  long  Debate.  The  firft  who  fpoke  againft  the 
Addrefs,  was  Robert  Nugent^  Efq,  to  the  following 
pfFea:, 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  The  Praftice  of  complimenting  the  MInif{:ers,RobertNugentj 
by  Way  of  an  Addrefs  to  our  Sovereign,  at  the  Be-Er<i> 
ginning  of  every  Seffion,  has  obtained  for  fo  many 
Years,  that  I  defpair  of  Succefs  in  any  Oppofition 
I  can  make  to  the  Addrefs  now  propofed.  I  do  not 
therefore  rife  up  to  offer  any  Amendment,  but  to 
declare  in  the  moft  open  Manner  my  being  diffatisfied 
with  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Noble  Lord's  Motion, 
l^hich  I  think  a  great  deal  top  long  and  too  particu- 
lar, 
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Anno  174S.  lar.  I  fliould  be  as  ready  as  any  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe  to  join  in  returning  his  Majeily  our  unfeigned 
Thanks  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  and  in  congratulating  him  upon  his  fafe 
and  happy  Return  to  thefe  Kingdoms ;  but  I  cannot 
give  my  Aflent  to  the  inferring  of  any  Words  in  our 
Addrefs,  which  may  imply  the  moft  diftant  Appro- 
bation of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  that  has  been  con- 
cluded, becaufe  neither  I,  nor  any  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe,  can  as  yet  have  any  Parliamentary  Knowledge 
of  that  Treaty,  and  becaufe,  from  all  the  Know- 
ledge I  have  of  it,  1  think  it  the  worft  of  all  the 
bad  Treaties  England  ever  made.  The  Conclufion 
of  it  may  therefore  have  been  neceflary,  but  I  fhall 
never  agree  to  call  it  happy ;  and  from  all  the  Lights 
moft  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  can  have,  I  am  fure 
they  cannot  fay,  that  this  Nation  was  at  that  Time 
iinder  any  fort  of  Neceffity  to  conclude  a  Peace. 

^  I  fhall  admit.  Sir,  that  our  Allies  the  Dutch  had 
been,  by  the  pufillanimou.s  Condud:  of  their  former 
Governm.ent,  brought  into  fome  Danger;  but  their 
Government  was  then  changed,  and  was  lodged  in 
fuch  Hands  as  would  have  exerted  the  whole  Strength 
of  that  powerful  Republic,  in  the  moff:  vigorous 
and  eiFe6tual  Manner.  Though  their  ilrong  Town 
of  Maejirlcht  had  been  taken,  which  would  have 
required  fome  Weeks,  they  had  many  other  well-for- 
tified frontier  Places,  which  the  Enemy  muft  have 
taken  before  they  could  make  an  Impreflion  upon  any 
vital  Part  of  that  Republic;  and  before  half  of 
them  could  have  been  taken,  the  Ruffian  Troops 
could  have  arrived,  v/hich  would  have  made  our 
Army  at  leaf!:  equal  to  the  French^  and  furnifhed  the 
Royal  Commander  with  an  Opportunity  he  never  had 
before,  of  fighting  the  Enemy  upon  equal  Terms, 
in  which  Cafe  he  might  probably  have  obtained  as 
compleat  a  Victory  over  the  French^  as  he  had 
before  obtained  over  the  Rebels  at  the  Battle  of  Cullo- 
den-,  for  I  muft  obferve,  the  more  fortified  Towns  the 
French  had  befieged  and  taken,  the  more  they  would 
have  weakened  their  Army,  the  farther  they  would 
have  been  removed  from  any  fafe  Retreat,  and  confe- 

quently 
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quently  their  Defeat  would  have  been  not  only  the   Anno  174!, 
more  probable,  but  the  more  fatal. 

*  The  Danger  therefore,  Sir,  which  the  Dutch  were 
expofed  to,  could  not  lay  us  under  any  NeceiTity  of 
concluding  an  immediate  Peace.  It  might  have  been 
a  Reafon  for  our  not  infifting  upon  fuch  honourable 
Terms,  or  fuch  a  Definitive  Treaty,  as  we  might 
otherwife  have  done ;  but  will  any  one  fay,  that  the 
Terms  were  honourable,  when  we  not  only  obliged 
purfelves  to  deliver  up  the  only  Conqueft  we  had 
made  during  the  War,  but  gave  Hoftages  for  the 
Performance  of  that  Obligation?  Can  we  call  a 
Treaty  definitive,  when  no  one  of  thofe  Points  are 
fo  much  as  mentioned,  which  gave  Rife  to  the  War 
between  us  and  Spain  f  Can  we  fay  that  all  our  Allies 
have  concurred  without  Referve,  when  it  is  fo  no- 
torious, that  both  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  King 
of  Sardiniay  our  principal  Allies  in  the  War,  were 
forced  to  concur,  becaufe  they  faw  us  refolved  to 
defert  them  if  they  did  not?  Can  we  admire  the 
Wifdom  of  our  Miniflers  in  reconciling  and  adjuft- 
mg  fo  manr  jarring  Interefcs,  when  no  fuch  Interefts 
have  been  any  other  Way  reconciled,  than  by  com- 
pelling our  Allies  to  give  up  every  thing  the  French^ 
or  their  Allies,  could  aik  ? 

*  Sir,  when  I  confider  thefe  Things,  I  am  afto- 
nifhed  how  the  Noble  Lord  could  think  of  offering 
fuch  a  Paragraph  as  a  Part  of  our  Addrefs  upon  this 
Occafion.  If  we  agree  to  it,  we  ihall  become  the 
Scoff  of  all  the  Courts  Abroad,  and  of  all  Men  of 
Senfe  at  Home,,  who  have  any  Knowledge  of  foreign 
Affaii^. 

*  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  next  Paragraph 
propofed,  how  can  we  pretend  to  fay,  that  the 
Minifters  have  taicen  the  firft  Opportunity  to  reducs. 
the  Public  Expences,  or  that  it  has  been  done  with 
unufuai  Difpatch,  when  we  know  nothing  of  what 
Public  Expences  have  been  reduced,  or  at  what 
Time  they  were  reduced?  We  may  perhaps  have 
heard  fomething  of  this  from  our  pubiick  News- 
Papers,  or  from  the  Tittle-Tattle  of  our  Under- 
Miniffers,,  which  is  a  worfe  Authority;  but  neither 
of  thefcj  furely,  can  be  a  proper  Authority  v/hereon 
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Anno  174S.  to  found  an  Addrefs  of  Parliament;  and  even  from 
thefe  we  cannot  fay,  that  thofe  Redu6tions,  if  any, 
have  been  made  w^ith  unufual  Difpatch,  for,  I 
believe,  greater  Redu6tions  were  made,  and  made 
with  as  much  Difpatch,  at  the  End  both  of  King 
JVilliam's  and  Queen  Anne's  War.  Befides,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  as  to  our  foreign  Subfidies,  which  are 
of  ail  others  the  moil:  grievous  Expence  to  this 
Nation,  moft  of  them  are  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that 
they  neither  have  been  nor  can  be  reduced  for  a  Year 
or  two  to  come,  which  ought  to  have  been  an  Argu- 
ment for  continuing  the  War  a  Year  or  two  longer, 
if  we  had  the  leaft  Profpe6l  of  better  Succefsj  and 
confequently  is  an  Argument  for  our  not  being  fo 
ready  to  extol  the  happy  Conclufion  of  the  Peace. 

'  As  to  the  other  Part  of  this  Paragraph,  Sir,  by 
which  we  are  to  applaud  the  Wifdom  of  our  Mini- 
fters  in  recommending  to  us  CEconomy,  I  can  fee 
no  Foundation  for  it  in  the  Speech,  which  is  always 
in  this  Houfe  fuppofed  to  be  the  Speech  of  the  Mini- 
llers;  for  in  no  Part  of  that  Speech  can  I  find  that 
they  have  recommended  any  fuch  thing  to  us :  Indeed, 
it  would  have  been  ridiculous  if  they  had :  It  is  our 
JBufmefs  to  grant,  it  is  their  Bufmefs  and  Duty  to 
manage  what  we  grant  with  CEconomy.  Our 
being  cautious  and  fparing  in  our  Grants,  may  in 
fome  Senfe  be  called  CEconomy,  and  it  is  a  Sort  of 
CEconomy,  which  I  v/ifh  we  would  pra^life  more 
than  we  have  done  of  late  Years;  but  it  is  a  Sort  of 
CEconomy  that  never  was,  nor,  I  believe,  ever  will 
be  recommended  to  Parliament  by  Miniflers,  and  by 
the  prefent  as  little  as  by  any  of  their  PredecefFors. 

'  What  our  Minifters  mean.  Sir,  by  recommend- 
ing to  us  the  Improvement  of  the  Revenue,  is  fome- 
thing  beyond  my  Comprehenfion.  I  hope,  they 
do  not  mean  to  defire  us  to  impofe  any  new  Taxes 
upon  the  People,  or  to  increafe  any  of  the  old,  or  to 
pafs  any  more  fevere  and  dangerous  Laws  for  raifmg 
our  Taxes,  than  thofe  we  have  now  fubfifting;  and 
yet  one  of  thefe  they  muft  certainly  mean,  or  they 
mean  nothing,  becaufe  thefe  are  the  only  Methods 
for  improving  the  Revenue,  in  which  the  Parliament 
can  have  any  necelTary  Concern.     There  is,    indeed, 
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another  Method  which  the  Minifters  have  Power  to  Anno  174S. 
take  without  our  Concurrence,  and  by  which  the 
net  Produce  of  all  our  Taxes  might  be  very  much 
increafed;  I  mean  that  of  reducing  the  Number  of 
Officers  employed  in  collecLing  the  jRevenue,  and 
diminilhing  the  Salaries  of  the  reil.  This,  I  fay, 
is  what  the  Minifters  may  do  without  our  Concur- 
rence, and  v/hat  ought  to  be  done ;  for  I  may  venture 
to  fay  in  -general^  that  there  is  no  Country  in  the 
World,  where  there  is  fo  little  to  do,  and  fo  much 
to  be  got,  by  ferving  the  Public.  It  is  this  that  makes 
all  People  fo  fond  of  getting  into  Public  Ofnce^  and 
it  is  this  that  gives  Force  to  Corruption,  and  fpreads 
it  (o  univerfaliy  among  the  People.  Therefore,  if 
we  are  refolved  to  preferve  our  Independency  and  our 
Seats  in  this  Houfe,  for,  I  hope,  there  are  none 
within  thefe  Wails  that  cam.e  here  by  Corruption, 
we  ought  to  think  of  this  Method  for  improving  the 
Public  Revenue;  and  if  we  find  that  our  Minifters  dp 
not  foon  go  about  it  of  themfelves,  we  ought:  I 
hope  fome  future  Seflion,  even  of  this  Parliament, 
will  fet  on  foot  an  Inquiry  into  the  Bufmefs  as  well  as 
Salaries  of  all  Public  Officers,  and  compel  our 
Minifters  by  our  Authority  to  do  wh'at  they  may  and 
ought  to  do  without  our  Concurrence;  for  v/hat 
fignifies  our  loading  the  People  with  Taxes,  when 
one  Half  of  the  Produce  is  eat  up  by  the  great 
Number  of  Officers,  and  the  great  Salaries  allowed 
by  our  Minifters  to  thofe  they  employ  in  raifing  and 
colleiting  fuch  Taxes?  But  why  fliouldl  fay  employ, 
when  it  is  fo  well  known  that  Vv^e  have  many  Officers 
with  great  Salaries  and  Perquifites,  who  have  no 
Employment,  becaufe  they  get  fome  low  Fellow  to 
do  the  whole  Duty  of  the  Office  for  one  Tenth  or 
one  Twentieth  Part  of  the  Salary  and  Perquifites  ? 

Then,  Sir,  as  to  what  the  Noble  Lord  propofes 
with  regard  to  the  Bravery  of  our  Troops  both  by  Sea  and 
Land,  I  iliall  mofl  readily  agree  to  celebrate  it  in  our 
Addrefs  to  the  Throne;  but  if  we  do,  I  think  we 
fhould  take  propter  Notice  of  the  Conduit  which 
rendered  that  Bravery  inefFeiiual  by  Sea,  except 
what  happened  the  very  laft  Year  of  the  War,  and 
which  by  Land  made  it  turn  to  their  own  De{tru<3:ion, 
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Anno  174S.    froni  the  firii:  MafTacre  at  Fontenoy  to  the  laft  at  La 

Wii    ..^ ^f  Vah     No  one  will  fay,  that  this  could  be  owing  to 

any  Mifcondu<5i  in  the  Royal  Commander,  therefore 
it  could  be  owing  to  nothing  but  the  fuperior  Numbers 
of  the  En^nay,  which  our  Minifters  ought  to  have 
known,  and  ought  in  Time  to  have  provided  againft^ 
for  War  is  not  now  to  be  carried  on  as  it  was  in  for- 
mer Days,  when  Battles  were  fought  with  Militia 
on  both  Sides,  juft  taken  from  the  Plough  and  brought 
to  A6lion,  and  when  10,000  brave  Men  might 
perhaps  put  an  Army  of  100,000  to  Flight,  becaufe 
when  any  one  Part  of  fuch  a  great  Army  was  routed, 
or  thrown  into  Confufion,  the  refl  were  generally 
feized  with  a  Panick,  and  ran  away  before  the  Ap- 
proach of  Danger:  Whereas  now,  that  War  is  car- 
ried on  with  regular  Troops  on  both  Sides,  the  Rout 
or  Confufion  of  one  Part  of  an  Army  makes  no  Im- 
prellion  upon  the  refl,  unlefs  it  be  to  make  them 
march  up  with  the  more  Speed  to  the  Relief  of  their 
Companions;  therefore  an  Army  much  more  nu- 
merous than  that  of  the  Enemy  is  now  almoft  fure 
of  Viftory,  if  not  facrificed  by  fome  egregious  Blun- 
der in  their  General.  For  this  Reafon,  if  our  Mini- 
fters  faw,  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to 
bring  an  Army  into  the  Field,  near  fo  numerous  as 
that  of  the  Enemy,  they  fhould  have  taken  the 
Advice  of  the  Bible  which,  I  hope,  they  have  read 
in  their  Youth,  though  now  perhaps  they  never  look 
into  it :  They  fliould,  even  before  the  Battle  of  Fon^ 
tenoy^  have  fent  to  the  French  King  and  defired  Condi- 
tions of  Peace,  fmce  they  could  not  propofe  with 
10,000  to  meet  him  with  his  20,000.  If  they  had 
done  this,  they  might,  I  believe,  then  have  obtained 
as  good  a  Peace  as  they  got  at  laft,  and  would  have 
faved  the  Lives  of  fome  Thoufands  of  brave  Britljh 
Subjects,  who  by  their  Death  did  great  Honour  to 
the  Courage,  but  very  little  to  the  Councils,  of  their 
Country. 

^  I  therefore  think,  Sir,  that  if  this  Paragraph  be 
allowed  to  fland  Part  of  our  Addrefs,  we  Ihould 
conclude  it  in  the  following  manner:  And  as  all  due 
Attention  Jhall  he  paid^  on  our  Fart^  to  the  Services  of  thofe 
gallant  M^n^  who  have  fignali%ed  themfelves  fo  gtorioufly 
5  i^ 
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In  Defence  of  their  Country^  we  hope  aftri£l  Enquiry  will  Anno  1748. 
he  made  Into  the  Caufes^  zvhich  rendered  the  Events  of 
the  TVar  fo  little  ajifvjerahle  to  the  Bravery  of  the  Troops 
employed.  Such  a  Conclufion  as  this  would  look 
fomething  like  the  ancient  Spirit  of  our  Britijh^ 
Parliaments;  but  as  I  think  the  whole  Paragraph, 
as  well  as  the  twa  preceding,  ought  to  be  left  out,  I 
do  not  hereby  intend  to  propofe  any  thing  by  Way  of 
Amendment. 

'  I  come  now,  Sir,  to  what  the  Noble  Lord  has 
propofed  as  the  laft  Paragraph  of  our  Addrefs,  and 
this  I  fhould  readily  agree  to,  if  two  fhort  Sentences 
were  left  out,  the  firit  of  which  is  in  thefe  Words, 
through  the  Courfe  of  the  War.  Is  it  pofTible  for  any 
Gentleman  to  fay,  is  it  confident  with  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  this  Houfe  to  fay,  that  even  at  Sea, 
v/e  have  had  fignal  Succefs  through  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  War?  Surely,  the  taking  of  a  few  rich 
Prizes,  or  a  i^'^N  fmgle  Ships  of  War,  cannot  be 
called  fignal  Succefs.  Have  we  had  any  other,  except 
in  the  laft  Year  of  the  War  ?  Therefore,  we  may 
declare  ourfelves  truly  fenfible  of  the  fignal  Succefs, 
which  in  the  lajl  Tear  cf  the  War  attended  his  Majefty's 
Arms  at  Sea,  and  v/hich  our  Minifters  might  have 
made  a  much  better  Ufe  of  in  their  Negotiations  for 
Peace,  than  they  appear  to  have  done.  But  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  unfortunate  Sea-Fight  near  Toulon^ 
when  we  reflecl:  upon  the  Efcape  of  the  French  Fleet, 
to  and  from  the  Wejl- Indies^  during  every  Year  to  the 
very  lail  Year  of  the  War,  can  Vv^e  with  any  Decency 
fay,  that  we  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  fignal  Succefs, 
which  has  attended  his  Majefty's  Arms  at  Sea,  through 
the  Courfe  of  the  War? 

'  The  other  Sentence  In  this  Paragraph,  which  I 
find  fault  with,  is  in  thefe  Words,  by  making  good  its 
Engagements.  I  fhall  chearfully  join.  Sir,  in  afTuring 
his  Majefty,  that  we  will  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  are 
necelTary  to  preferve  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  but 
I  cannot  add,  by  making  good  its  Engagements, 
before  I  know  what  thofe  Engagements  are.  The 
late  Treaty  of  Peace  is  not  yet  laid  before  us,  and, 
therefore,  we  neither  do,  nor  can,  know  what  En- 
ga2:ements  his  Majefty  may  have  been  advifed  by  his 
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Anno  174S.   Minifters  to  enter  into  by  that  Treaty.      Shall  we 
Vl_iii..«-ij— ni.,^  then  oblige  ourfelves   to  make   good   thofe   Engage- 
ments, when,  for  what  we  knov/,  they  may  be  fuch 
as    muft    be     attended    with     certain    Ruin    to   the 
Nation  ? 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  delivered  my  Sentiments,  of 
what  has  been  offered  by  the  Noble  Lord  by  Way  of 
an  Addrefs  upon  this  Occafion ;  but  as  I  do  not  know 
how  they  may  be  received  by  the  Houfe,  I  fhall  not 
conclude  Vv^th  any  Motion,  becaufe,  if  they  feem  to 
be  agreeable,  I  do  not  queftion  but  fome  Gentlemen, 
whofe  Sentiments  are  the  fame  with  mine,  will  rife 
up  and  move  for  the  proper  Amendments ;  for  other- 
wife,  let  the  Gonfequences  be  what  they  will,  I  mui^ 
give  my  Negative  to  the  Motion,  v/hich  I  fhall  da 
with  Regret,  becaufe  I  think  fome  Sort  of  an  Addrefs 
neceffary  by  Way  of  Anfwer  to  his  Majeily's  moft 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.' 

He  v/as  anfv/ered  to  the  following  Purport,  by  the 
Hon.  Wiliiain  IVlv.rray^  Efqj  then  Solicitor- General, 
'  Mr.  Speaker,' 
Honourable  Mr.      '  The  Hon.  Gentleman  was  much  in  the  right  to 
Murray.  begin  v/ith  telling  us,  that  he  defpaired  of  any  Succefs 

in  the  Oppofition  he  was  to  make  to  the  Addrefs 
propofed ;  for  it  is  fo  modeft,  and  all  the  Expreffions 
io  general,  that  no  juft  Exception  can  be  found  to  any 
oxv^-  of  them,  efpecially  as  every  Gentleman  knows, 
that  in  our  future  Proceedings  we  are  not  tyed  down 
by  any  Words,  or  Expreffions  in  our  Addrefs  upon. 
this  Occafion;  and  as  it  is  a  Cuflrom,  which  I  may 
now  call  immemorial,  to  make  fome  Compliment  to 
our  Sovereign,  upon  every  Article  which  he  has 
been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  m^^ention  to  us  in  his  Speech 
from  the  Throne;  as  fuch  Compliments  have  always 
been  made  or  moved  for,  the  very  firfl  Day  of  the 
SeiTion,  they  never  were,  nor,  indeed,  ever  could  be, 
founded  upon  what  is  called  Parliamentary  Know- 
ledge, nor  can  fuch  a  Knowledge  ever  be  required  or 
thought  necelTary.  They  are  founded  folely  upon 
what  his  Majefly  has  been  pleafed  to  communicate 
in  his  Speech,  the  Truth  of  every  Part  of  which  is, 
for  that  Time  at  leafl,  taken  for  grajrited;  and  if 
4  upon 
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upon  a  proper  Inquiry,  v/hen  we  have  ail  proper  Anno  174S. 
Lights  before  us,  and  have  from  thence  obtained  a 
parliamentary  Knowledge j  I  fay,  if  it  fhould  then, 
appear,  that  any  Meafure  has  been  mifreprefented  in 
his  Maiefty's  Speech,  we  may  v/ith  abfolute  Free- 
dom not  only  cenfure  the  Meafure,  but  cenfure  and 
punifn  the  Minifters  who  advifed  fuch  a  Mifrepre- 
fentation. 

'  After  v/hat  I  have  premifed,  Sir,  1  believe,  it 
will  be  eafy  to  anfwer  the  Objections  made  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  to  any  of  the  Expreffions  propofed 
to  be  made  ufe  of  in  our  Addrefs  upon  this  Occalion^ 
but  firft  I  muft  obferve,  that  in  ftating  thofe  Objec- 
tions, the  Hon.  Gentlem^an  gave  me  a  good  deal  of' 
Pleafure,  though  perhaps  he  neither  defigned  it,  nor 
fuppofed  he  had  done  fo:  The  whole  Tenor  of  his 
Harangue  was  a  Sort  of  Anti-Oratory^  for  alm.oft 
every  Word  he  faid  concluded,  in  my  Opinion, 
againft  what  he,  I  believe,  intended  ;  which  was  a 
Method  of  fpeaking  fo  new  to  me,  that  I  could  not 
help  being  pleafed  with  it.  .  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace,  I  know  as  little  of  it  as  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  does :  All  that  either  of  us  knov/s  of  it, 
I  believe,  is  from  the  public  News-Papers;  and  if 
the  Articles  be  fuch  as  have  been  related  by  them,  I 
mult  fay,  that  I  think  it  a  better  and  more  honour- 
able Peace,  than  could  be  expelled  by  any  one,  who 
confidered  the  Situation  in  which  the  Affairs  of 
Europe  were  at  that  Time.  For  m.y  part,  Sir,  I  am 
fo  far  from  thinking  the  Peace  a  bad  one,  that  I  am 
furpri  fed  how  the  French  came  to  offer,  or  agree  to, 
fuch  Term.s  as  they  did.  Gentlemen  talk  of  our 
giving  up  the  only  Conqueft  we  had  made  during  the 
V/ar:  Let  us  confider,  what  the  Enemy  have  given 
up.  The  French  have  given  up  all  their  wide-ex- 
tended Conqueils  m  Flanders:  Thev  have  given  up 
near  as  much  as  coft  us  Ten  Tears  of  the  ^moft  fuc- 
cefsfui  War  v/e  were  ever  engaged  in,  to  take  from 
thern.  And  the  Spaniards^  in  Confideration  of  the 
two  fmall  Dutchies  of  Farma  and  Placentia^,  have 
given  up  the  large  Dutchy  of  Savoy ^  and  the  impor- 
tant County  of  Nice ;  fo  that  from  the  Conceffions  of 
the  Enemy  one  would  really'  be  apt  to  imagine,  that 
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Anno  1748.  we  had  been  every-where  vI6torIous  in  the  War,  and 
that  they  were  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  being 
undone. 

'  Was  it  fo,  Sir?  Does  not  every  Gentleman  know 
it  was  not :  We  had  for  Three  Years  preceding  met 
every  Year  v/ith  a  fignal  Defeat,  and  every  Defeat 
was  attended  v/ith  the  Lofs  of  v/hole  Countries,  and 
many  fortified  Towns.  This,  as  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man rightly  judged,  was  not  owing  to  any  Mifcon- 
du6t  in  our  Generals,  or  to  any  Want  of  Bravery  in 
our  Troops;  but  foleiy  to  the  fuperior  Numbei  of 
the  Enemy's  Armies.  How  could  this  be  provided 
againft  by  our  Minifters?  Will  any  one  fay,  that 
this  Nation  could,  or  ought  to  have  furnifhed  more 
Troops  than  it  did  ?  But  it  will  be  faid,  our  Allies 
ought  to  have  augmented  their  Qiiotas:  So  they 
promifed  to  do,  and  to  thefe  Proraifes,  which  were 
never  performed,  our  Miniilers  trailed  from  Year  to 
Year,  till  our  Allies  the  Dutch  were  brought  upon 
the  Verge  of  Deftruftion.  Danger,-  Sir,  has  always 
a  very  difrerent  Effett  upon  the  Lnagination  of  thofe 
that  are  near  to  it,  from  what  it  has  upon  the  Ima- 
gination of  thofe  at  a  Diflance:  The  former  view  it 
through  the  right,  the  latter  through  the  wrong  End 
of  a  Telefcope.  Gentlemen  who  were  fitting  fafely 
here  in  London^  or  at  their  Seats  in  the  Country,  may 
think  the  Dutch  were  in  little  or  no  Danger;  but 
when  v/e  talk  of  the  Neceiilty  of  making  Peace,  we 
mull:  confider  in  what  Light  the  Dutch  themfelves 
viewed  the  Danger  they  were  in.  Suppofe,  for  as  I 
have  no  Knowledge  of  the  Fact,  I  can  only  fuppofe, 
they  thought  the  Danger  fo  great,  as  to  threaten  agree- 
ing to  a  Neutrality,  if  we  did  not  accept  of  the  Terms  then 
offered  by  France.  If  they  had  agreed  to  a  Neutrality, 
they  mufl  have  withdrawn  their  Troops  from  the 
allied  Army;  in  which  Cafe,  even  after  the  Arrival  of 
the  Rujfians^  our  Army  would  have  been  m^uch  inferior 
in  Number  to  that  of  France ;  and  though  I  only  fup- 
pofe  this,  yet  I  muft  fay,  that  I  think  the  Suppofition 
highly  probable,  for  the  Ruffians  were  then  at  fuch  a 
Diftance,  that  they  could  not  have  joined  our  Army 
before  the  Month  of  July,  and  conlidering  how  quickly 
the  French   had  reduced  all   the  Towns  in  Flanders 

which 
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which  they  could  Inveft,  the  little  FortrefTes  of  Ste-  Anno  1748, 

venfivaert^  Roermont^  and  Venlo^  together  with  Maef- 

trtchty  might  probably  have  been  reduced  before  the 

Arrival  of  the  Ruffians-,  after  which  the  very  Being  of 

that  Republic  v/ould  have  depended  on  the  Event  of 

one  Battle,  which  is  a  Rifk  no  wife  Nation  will  ever 

chufe  to  run,  if  it  can  by  any  Means  be  avoided;  and 

as  the  French  Court  could  not  but  be  fenfible  of  this, 

we  cannot  too  much  admire  his  Majefliy's  Wifdom  in 

bringing  them  to  agree  to  fuch  reafonable  Terms. 

'  But  this  Danger,  to  which  our  Allies  the  Dutch 
were  expofed,  was  not  the  only  Danger,  Sir,  that 
made  a  Peace  neceifary  for  us.  Surely,  Gentlemen 
have  not  forgot  the  Situation  in  which  our  public 
Credit  was  at  that  Time,  and  the  Danger  it  was  in  of 
being  entirely  blown  up.  Do  we  not  remember,  that 
all  our  public  Funds,  except  Bank  and  Eqfi-Indiay 
were  greatly  under  Par,  and  hardly  any  Hopes  of  the 
whole  Money's  being  paid  in  upon  the  new  Subfcrip- 
tion  ?  From  this  Situation,  I  think,  I  may  with  Rea- 
fon  prefume,  that  if  the  Peace  had  not  been  concluded 
at  the  very  Time  it  was,  our  public  Credit  would  have 
been  entirely  blown  up  ;  and  in  that  Cafe,  we  could 
not  have  fupported  the  War  to  the  End  of  that  Year, 
much  lefs  for  Ten  or  a  Dozen  Years  longer,  which  we 
probably  muft  have  done,  before  we  could  have  re- 
covered from  the  Enemy  all  that  they  had  then  con- 
quered, even  fuppofing  the  War  had,  from  the  Mo- 
ment the  Ruffian  Troops  arrived,  talcen  a  Turn  in  our 
Favour,  and  had  continued  fuccefsful  to  the  End. 

«  I  think,  I  may  now  conclude,  Sir,  that  the  Noble 
Lord's  Motion  contains  nothing  relating  to  the  Peace, 
but  what  we  may,  from  the  Knowledge  we  have  of  it, 
agree  to,  efpecially  as  that  Knowledge  has  been  con- 
firmed by  what  his  Majefty  has  faid  of  it  in  his  moft 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and  as  we  cannot, 
by  any  thing  we  now  fay  of  it,  be  bound  up  from  cen- 
furing  both  the  Treaty  and  Treaty-makers,  in  cafe, 
upon  a  mature  Confideration,  after  it  has  been  laid 
before  us,  we  fhould  think,  that  it  deferves  fuch  ^ 
Cenfure.  But  I  am  fure,  nothing  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man has  yet"  been  pleafed  to  objedl  to  it,  can  afFord 
Qround  for  fuch  a  Cenfure.     The  Points  in  L)irpute 
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Anno  174S.  between  Spain  and  us,  are  Points  merely  relating  fo 
Commerce,  which  are  never  fettled  by  a  general 
Treaty,  but  left  to  be  adjufted  afterwards  by  a  parti- 
cular Treaty  of  Commerce;  therefore  this  can  be  no 
Obje6lion  againft  the  Treaty's  being  a  Definitive 
Treaty  ;  and  if  our  Allies  have  all  acceded  to  it  with- 
out Referve,  furely  we  may  fay  fo,  without  entering  into 
any  Difquifition,  by  what  Means  they  were  brought 
to  accede ;  for  all  Treaties  of  Peace  are  founded  upon 
the  Parties  at  War  being  refpe6lively  convinced,  that 
they  can  do  no  better.  This  was  the  Cafe  of  the  late 
Treaty,  and  this  it  was  that  made  France  give  up  all 
her  Conquefts,  and  Spain  palling  by  the  greateft  Part 
of  her  Pretenfions  in  Italy  -,  therefore  I  was  furprized 
to  hear  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fay,  that  no  jarring  Inte- 
refts  had  been  any  other  Way  adjufted,  than  by  com- 
pelling our  Allies  to  give  up  every  thing  our  Enemies 
could  afk. 

'  As  to  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  ta 
lay  againfl:  the  next  Paragraph  of  the  Addrefs  propofed, 
it  is  rather  criticifmg  than  arguing.  Sir.  Surely,  we 
have  no  Occafion  for  parliamentary  Knowledge  to  fay, 
that  the  public  Expence  has  been  reduced,  when  every 
Gentleman  knov/s,  that  many  whole  Regiments  have 
been  already  difbanded,  and  many  large  Men  of  War 
put  out  of  Commiffion ;  and  as  the  Peace  was  figned  but 
laft  Month,  we  may  fay,  that  this  Reduftion  has  been 
made  with  unufual  Difpatch  \  for,  whatever  it  is  in 
this,  it  is  not  ufual  in  other  Countries.  His  Obje6tion 
againft  the  Word  CEconomy,  is  another  ObjecStion  of 
the  fame  Kind  ;  for  though  his  Majefty  in  his  Speech 
has  not  made  ufe  of  that  Word,  he  can  mean  nothing 
elfe  by  recommending  to  us  the  Improvement  of  the 
public  Revenue,  which  may  be  effecStuated  feveral 
Ways  by  the  CEconomy  of  Our  Minifters.  If  there 
be  any  of  our  prefent  Taxes,  v/hich  cannot  be  dul)^ 
raifed  by  the  Laws  now  in  being,  it  is  our  Bufinefs  and 
our  Duty  to  contrive  apd  eftablifh  fuch  new  Methods 
as  may  be  eiFe6tual ;  and  if  there  be  any  of  our  Taxes 
which  cannot  be  raifed  without  a  great  Expence,  and 
any  new  Tax  could  be  thought  of,  which  would  pro- 
duce as  much,  and  could  be  raifed  at  a  much  lefs 
Expence,  it  would  be  CEconomy  in  us  to  aboliih  the 

old. 


[    i83    ] 

old,  and  eftabllfh  the  new  in  its  room;  or,  if  by  one   Anno  174S. 

Method  of  raifing  Money  for  the  public  Service,  we 

muft  pay  a  Premium  as  v/ell  as  Intereft  for  the  Money 

wanted,  and  another  Method  could  be  contrived,  by 

which  we  might  raife  the  Money  wanted,  at  the  fame 

Intereft,  without  any  Premium,  would  it  not  be  CEco- 

nomy  in  us  to  chufe  the  latter  rather  than  the  former  ? 

The  Word  CEconomy  may  therefore  be  applied  to  our 

Condu6l  in  raifmg,  as  well  as  to  the  Condudof  the  Ad- 

miniftration  in  difpofmg,  of  the  public  Money  ;  and  if 

the  Hon.   Gentleman  thinks  it  neceifary,  I  am  per- 

fuaded,  our  prefent  Minifters  will  not  be  againft  our 

enquiring,  at  a  proper   Seafon,  into  the  Bufmefs  as 

well  as  Salaries  of  all  the  Officers  concerned  in  col- 

lecSling  or  managing  the  public  Revenue. 

'  I  was  glad  to  find,  Sir,  that  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
in  the  Humour  he  feemed  to  be  in,  agreed  to  our  ac- 
knowledging the  Bravery  of  our  Troops ;  but  I  muft 
defire  Gentlemen  to  confider,  if  what  he  propofes  to 
add  to  this  Acknowledgment,  would  not  look  fome- 
thing  like  a  Remonllrance,  and  confequently,  would 
be  very  improper  to  be  made  a  Part  of  our  Addrefs 
upon  this  Occafion ;  for,  if  it  ihouid  be  thought  ne- 
ceiTary  to  enquire  into  the  Caufes  which  made  the  Events 
of  the  War  no  way  anfwerable  to  the  Bravery  of  our 
Troops,  that  Enquiry  may  hereafter  be  fet  on  foot 
whenever  we  pleafe,  though  nothing  be  faid  of  it  in 
cur  prefent  Addrefs. 

<  As  to  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  propofes,  Sir, 
with  regard  to  the  laft  Paragraph  of  the  Addrefs  moved 
for,  I  believe,  upon  Confideration,  it  will  appear,  that 
he  is  not  more  lucky  in  his  Subftradlions  than  in  his 
Additions.  Was  not  the  Deftru6i:ion  of  the  Enemy's 
Commerce  of  great  Confequence  to  this  Nation  in 
particular,  as  well  as  to  the  War  in  general  ?  Was 
not  the  ProtevSlion  of  our  own  Commerce,  by  deftroy- 
ing  the  Enemy's  Privateers,  of  great  Confequence  ? 
In  both  thefe  have  we  not  had  great  Succefs  during 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War  ?  Can  it  be  any  Objec- 
tion to  our  acknowledging  this,  that  now  and  then  a 
fingle  Ship,  or  a  Fleet  of  Ships,  efcaped  us  in  fuch  a 
wide  Ocean  as  that  betwixt  Europe  and  America  f  Was 
p>ot  the  R^ductioi>  of  the  Ifland  of  Cape-Breton^  which 
N  4  was 
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Anno  174S.  was  properly  a  naval  Expedition,  a  Piece  of  fignal 
Succefs  ?  Fiad  not  we  fignal  Succefs  at  Porto-Bel  and 
Chagre  P  Even  at  Cartagena  we  had  fignal  Succefs,  fo 
far.  as  related  to -the  naval  Part.  And  though  wq  had 
not  all  the  Succefs  that  might  have  been  expe6led  at 
'Toulon^  and  upon  fome  other  Occafions,  he  cannot 
deny  our  having  had  fignal  Succefs  at  Sea,  through 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War  :  The  Enemy  were  {o 
fenfible  of  it,  that  I  am  convinced,  it  was  v^hat  forced 
them  to  agree  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  fignal  Succefs  upon  the  Continent  of 
Europe. 

'  To  leave  out  thefe  Words  would  therefore,  in  my 
Opinion,  Sir,  be  a  Negle6l  of  v/hat  we  ov^e  to  Pro- 
vidence, as  well  as  to  his  Majefly  \  and  as  to  the  other 
Words  propofed  to  be  left  out,  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
certainly  forgot,  or  did  not  attend  to.,,  the  Words  in  his 
Majefty's  Speech,  to  which  thefe  Words  relate,  other- 
wife  he  would  not  have  made  any  Objection  to  them. 
His  Majefly,  in  his  Speech,  defires  us  only  to  grant  fuch 
Supplies  as  may  be  requifite  for  the  current  Service, 
for  our  own  Security,  and  for  making  good  fuch  En- 
gagements as  have  been  already  entered  into,  and  laid 
before  us ;  therefore,  what  is  propofed  in  our  Addrefs, 
by  making  good  the  Nation's  Engagements,  can  relate 
to  none  but  fuch  as  have  been  laid  before  us,  and  of 
fuch  we  may  properly  enough  be  faid  to  have  a  parlia- 
mentary Knowledge :  We  not  only  know  them,  but 
we  have  approved  of  them,  and  confequently  could 
not  refufe  to  make  them  good,  though  thefe  Words 
were  entirely  left  out  of  our  Addrefs. 

*  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  fufficiently  anfwered 
every  Objection  made  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  againfl: 
what  my  noble  Friend  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe  to 
us  ;  but  before  I  fit  down,  I  mufl  obferve,  that  it 
might  be  attended  v/ith  very  pernicious  Confequences, 
ihould  we  be  lefs  full,  or  lefs  dutiful  in  our  Acknow- 
ledgments to  his  Majefty  upon  this  Occafion,  than  upon 
any  former.  We  have  ftill  feveral  Points  relating  to 
our  Commerce  and  Plantations  to  fettle  v/ith  France 
as  well  as  Spain  :  Points  which  could  not  be,  and  in- 
deed never  are,  fettled  in  a  general  Treaty  of  Peace ; 
ian4'  yet  Points  which  are  of  the  utrqoft  Confequence 

tc. 


[    i8S    1 

to  this  Nation.  How  (hall  we  obtain  Satlsfafblon  as  Anno  174S 
to  any  of  thofe  Points  ?  No  one,  I  hope,  expedts, 
that  we  can  obtain  it  by  Favour,  which  is  a  Motive 
that  is  never  of  any  Weight  in  Negotiations  between 
independent  Nations.  In  all  fuch.  Fear  or  national 
Intereft  are  the  only  two  Motives  of  a  public  Nature 
that  prevail.  But  it  is  the  national  Intereft  of  France^ 
and  of  Spain  too,  during  her  Union  with  France^  nei- 
ther to  give  us  Satisfaction,  nor  to  do  us  Juftice. 
Fear  then  muft  be  made  to  operate  upon  both  :  Our 
Minifters  muft  threaten  to  renev/  the  War,  if  they 
refufe  to  fettle  thofe  Points  to  our  SatisfaClion.  Can 
fuch  Threatnings  have  any  EfFe6t,  if  they  fuppofe 
that  there  is  like  to  bea  Difunion  between  his  Majefty 
and  his  Parliament  ?  And  if  we  fhould  be  lefs  full  or 
lefs  dutiful  in  our  Acknov^ledgments  to  his  Majefty, 
than  has  been  ufual  of  late  Years,  would  not  both 
the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain  have  good  Ground  for 
fuch  a  Suppofition  ? 

^  This  Confideration  will,  I  hope.  Sir,  induce  even 
the  Hon..  Gentleman  himfelf  to  give  up  the  critical 
Remarks  he  has  made  upon  the  Addrefs  propofed  ;  for 
that  they  will  have  any  Weight  with  others,  I  do  not 
in  the  leaft  fear ;  but  1  (liould  wifh  to  fee  our  Addrefs 
upon  this  important  Occafion  unanimoufly  agreed  to, 
efpecially  as  what  is  now  propofed,  is  neither  of  a 
greater  Length,  nor  more  particular,  than  what  has  ,| 

been  ufual  for  many  Years.'  ||j 

Dr.  George  Lee  fpoke  next  to  the  following  Efteft,  j 

'  Mr.  Speaker,  I 

'  If  the  Hon.  Gentleman  defpaired  of  Succefs  in  his  Dr.  George  Lee.  ^| 

Oppofition  to  the  Addrefs  moved  for,  it  was  not  be-  *1 

caufe   he  thought  his   Oppofition  could   not  be  fup-  ' 

ported  by  fufiicient  Reafons,    but  becaufe  he  had  good  j 

Ground  to  believe,  it  would  not  be  fupported  by  fufH-  ^j 

cient  Numbers  ;  for  though  all  Qiieftions  muft,  in  this  j 

Houfe,  be  determined  by  Numbers,  and  I  fhali  at  all  | 

Times  be  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  Opinion  of  the  Ma-  | 
jority,  yet  I  cannot  fay,  that  Reafon  and  Numbers  are 
always  of  the  fame  Side  of  the  Queftion  in  this  Af- 
fembly,  nor,  I  believe,  in   any  other.     I  ftiall   agree 
,\yii:})  the  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman  who  anfwered 

him. 
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Anno  1748.  ^ii^3  ^-^^.t  we  are  not  foreclofed  by  any  Thing  we  can 
fay  in  our  Addrefs  upon  this  Occafion  ;  but  for  the 
Sake  of  the  Dignity  of  the  Houie,  we  fliould  take 
Care  not  to  give  a  feeming  Approbation  in  our  Addrefs 
to  any  Meafure,  which,  we  have  Reafon  to  believe, 
will  deferve  our  Cenfure,  when  we  come  afterwards 
to  enquire  into  it  more  particularly ;  and  this,  I  am 
convinced,  will  be  the  Cafe,  with  refpecSt  to  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  fo  often  mentioned  in  this  Debate. 

'  As  to  that  Treaty,  Sir,  I  ftiall  allow,  that  every 
Thing  that  has  been  faid  either  for  or  againfl:  it,  is 
againft  Order,  becaufe  the  Treaty  itfelf  has  not  yet 
been  laid  before  us  ;  but  if  in  this  we  have  tranfgref- 
fed  our  Orders,  the  Gentlemen  who  moved  and  fe- 
conded  the  Addrefs  are  to  anfwer  for  it,  becaufe,  if 
they  had  not  propofed  the  Treaty's  being  mentioned 
with  fuch  Encomiums  in  our  Addrefs,  i  am  perfuaded, 
PvO  Gentleman  would  have  thought  it  worth  his  while 
to  take  any  Notice  of  it  upon  this  Occafion.  For 
my  own  Part,  Sir,  Ifhall  freely  own,  I  know  nothing 
of  it,  and  therefore  fhall  not  pretend  to  pafs  any 
Judgment  relating  to  it ;  but  I  have  feen  a  Pamphlet, 
which  is  faid  to  contain  a  true  Copy  of  all  the  Arti- 
cles of  that  Treaty  i  and  if  that  Pamphlet  be  genuine, 
I  will  aver,  that  there  is  not  one  Britijh  Article  in  it, 
and  that  it  is  the  moft  ruinous  and  the  moft  diftio- 
n Durable  Treaty  v/e  ever  made.  Infiead  of  being  a 
Definitive  Treaty,  I  forefee,  that,  like  what  the  learned 
Gentleman  called  Anti-Oratory,  it  will  produce  an 
Effect  quite  contrary  to  what  was  intended :  I  mean^ 
if  the  Makers  of  it  on  our  Side  had  any  Intention  ex- 
cept that  of  getting  any  how  a  Peace ;  for  I  am  apt  to 
fufpe6l,  that  this  was  their  only  Intention,  and  I  fhall 
prefently  give  good  Reafons  for  my  Sufpicion. 

'  But  firft.  Sir,  Imuft  examine  fome  of  the  Argu- 
ments made  \i(q  of  by  the  learned  Gentleman  for 
proving,  that  this  Treaty  v^^as  not  only  honourable 
but  neceilary,  and  much  better  than  could  v/ell  be  ex- 
pedted.  In  order  to  fettle  this  Point,  we  fhould  con- 
fider  what  each  Side  had  to  hope  for,  and  what  they 
had  to  fear,  from  a  Continuance  of  the  War ;  and 
firft,  with  regard  to  the  French  and  their  Allies.  As 
to  the  French  themfelves,  they  could  not  fo  much  as 

hope 
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hope  for  any  Addition  of  Territory  upon  the  Side  of  Anno  174?. 
Holland ',  for  if  they  had  pufhed  their  Conquers  much  U  .-y^.,- 
farther  on  that  Side,  and  thereby  raifed  a  Sufpicion, 
that  they  defigned  to  appropriate  the  whole  Provinces 
of  the  Netherlafids  to  themfelves,  it  would  have  united 
the  Germank  Body  in  a  hearty  and  vigorous  Confede- 
racy againft  them.  The  King  of  PruJJia^  and  fome 
other  Princes  of  Germany^  may  like  well  enough  to 
have  the  French  for  an  Ally,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
being  opprelTed  by  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  but  none  of 
them  would  like  to  have  them  for  a  Mafter  ;  therefore 
they  will  always  unite  v/hen  they  fufpecSt  France  of  any 
fuch  Defign  ;  and  there  is  nothing  that  Nation  has 
Reafon  to  fear  m.ore  than  a  hearty  Union  of  the  Ger^ 
manic  Body  againft  her. 

'  Again,  Sir,  on  the  Side  of  Italy^  what  had  France 
to  hope  for  ?  Nothing  5  for  if  fhe  had  in  the  leaft  dif- 
covered  a  Defign  to  appropriate  to  herfelf  any  Terri-  / 

tory  in  that  Country,  it  would  have  detached  Spain 
from  her  Alliance.  But  what  had  fhe  to  fear  ?  An  At- 
tack upon  her  richeft  and  leaft  defenfible  Provinces,  if 
the  War  had  proved  unfuccefsful  for  her  on  that  Side. 
And' then,  with  refpe^l  to  the  Weji-Indles^  France  had 
every  thing  to  fear,  and  nothing  to  hope  for ;  becaufe, 
had  v/e  made  a  proper  Ufe  cf  our  Superiority  at  Sea, 
all  the  French  Colonies,  in  that  Part  of  the  World,^ 
would  have  been  foon  reduced  to  fuch  Diftrefs,  as 
would  have  made  them  fubmit  to  us  without  a  Stroke, 
in  order  to  prevent  their  ftarving. 

'  After  having  thus  confidered  what  France  had  to 
hope  and  fear  from  a  Continuance  of  the  War,  I  need 
not,  I  think,  Sir,  mention  her  Allies  ;  for  without 
her  Ailiftance  they  had  every  thing  to  fear,  and  no- 
thing to  hope  for ;  therefore  I  ihall  proceed  to  conft- 
der  what  was  to  be  hoped  or  feared  on  the  other  Side, 
As  to  this  Nation,  it  is  plain,  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
but  a  Stop  of  our  public  Credit,  which  I  fhall  after- 
wards confider  j  and  as  we  were  Mafters  of  the  Ocean, 
we  had  almoft  every  thing  to  hope  for :  The  fole  Pof- 
feftion  of  North-America :  The  Acquifition  of  all  the 
French  Sugar  IHands,  with  SpanlJJj  Part  of  Hlfpantola  ; 
for  if  the  French  Part  had  once  fubmitted,  the  other 
would  have  foliov/ed  of  courfe^   and,  in  fhort,    the 
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Anno  174S.  engrolUng  to  ourfelves  almoft  the  whole  Trade  of 
Europe,  Then,  as  to  th^  King  of  Sardinia,  and  the 
Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungary,  with  regard  to  her  Pof- 
feiTions  in  Italy,  Experience  had  fhewn,  how  difficult 
it  was  for  the  French  to  fend  Armies  into  Italy,  or  fup- 
port  them  there,  whilft  we  were  Mafters  of  the  Medi- 
terranean -y  fo  that  neither  of  them  had  rruch  to  fear, 
and  both  a  great  deal  to  hope  for;  and  the  latter  could 
fear  nothing  as  to  her  Dominions  in  Germany. 

'-  Inow  come,  Sir,  to  confider  the  Situation  of  the 
Dutch ;  and  as  to  them.,  I  fhall  grant,  that  they  had 
the  moft  to  fear,  and  the  belt  Reafon  to  agree  to  the 
Terms  offered  by  the  French ;  for  I  muft  fay,  that 
their  Intereft  feems  to  be  the  only  Intereft  that  was 
confidered  by  our  Treaty-makers,  and  to  that  they 
facrificed  not  only  the  Intereil  of  tbis  Nation,  but  of 
every  one  of  our  Allies.  The  Dutch  were  indeed  in 
fome  Danger,  but  that  Danger  was  not  fo  preffing  as 
would  have  induced  them  to  defert  their  Allies,  and  agree 
to  a  feparate  Peace,  efpecially  confidering  the  Change 
that  had  happened  in  their  Government.  The  Ruffian 
Troops  muft:  certainly  have  arrived  before  the  French 
could  have  reduced  Maejiricht,  and  all  their  other  For- 
treffes  upon  the  Maes-,  and  fuppofe,  after  the  Arrival 
of  the  Ruffians,  our  Army  had  been  defeated,  that 
Defeat  could  not  have  been  fo  total,  confidering  hdw 
near  they  were  to  a  fafe  Retreat,  but  that  it  might' 
have  defended  fuch  a  Country  as  Holland,  till  more 
Troops  could  have  been  provided  from  Germany ; 
whereas,  had  the  French  been  defeated,  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  for  them  to  have  faced  our  Army  again 
that  Campaign,  and  ftill  more  impoffible  for  them  to 
have  provided  fufficie^t  Armies  againft  the  next,  be- 
caufe  one  total  Defeat,  confidering  the  Misfortunes 
they  had  before,  and  probably  might  that  Summer 
have  met  with  at  Sea,  would  have  entirely  ruined  the 
Credit  of  their  Government. 

*  The  Dutch,  therefore,  had  not  fo  much  to  fear  as. 
has  been  fuggefted  by  the  learned  Gentleman  ;  but  I 
fhall  at  the  fame  Time  grant,  Sir,  that  they  had  not 
much  to  hope  for,  more  than  was  granted  by  the 
Peace.  By  the  Peace  they  got  all  their  own  Terri- 
tories reftorcd,  and  the  French  as  far  removed  frotn 
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their  Frontier  as  they  were  before  the  War  began.  Anno  1748. 
This  was  a  great  deal  for  a  new  Government  juft  in- 
troduced, and  was  probably  thought  fuiiicient  for  the 
Eftablifhment  of  that  Government;  and  this,  v/ith 
another  Reafon  I  fliall  prefently  mention,  was,  I  be- 
lieve, what  induced  our  Treaty-makers  to  accept  of 
fuch  diflionourable  Terms.  But  after  taking  this 
View  of  the  Situation  of  the  Afrairs  of  Europe^  I  be- 
lieve, no  Gentleman,  who  is  altogether  unbialTed,  will 
fay,  that  there  was  any  true  Britijh  Reafon  for  our 
accepting  of  fuch  Terms  ;  and  as  little  v/ill  any  fuch 
Gentleman  be  furprized  at  the  French  offering  to  make 
all  the  ReiHtutions  they  did:  But  in  fum^ming  up  the 
Reftitutions  made  by  France  and  Spain^  and  the  Con- 
fiderations  given  by  us  and  our  Allies,  I  muft  put  the 
learned  Gentleman  in  mind,  that  with  refpecl  to  the 
latter,  he  forgot  the  Dutchy  of  Modena^  and  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Britijh  Trade  and  Navigation  in  the 
American  Seas,  as  well  as  the  Reparation  to  our  South- 
Sea  Company  and  Merchants,  for  their  Lolles  by  the 
Spanifn  Seizures  and  Depredations. 

'  I  was  furprized.  Sir,  to  hear  the  learned  Gentle- 
man fay,  that  the  Freedom  of  our  Trade  and  Navi- 
gation in  the  A?7ierican  Seas,  and  the  Loffes  of  our 
Merchants  and  South-Sea  Company,  were  Articles  that 
could  not  be  brought  into  a  general  Treaty  of  Peace, 
but  were  to  be  fettled  afterwards  by  a  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce :  I  fay,  I  was  furprized  to  hear  fuch  a  Do6trine 
advanced,  when  thefe  two  Articles  were  the  very  Caufes, 
and  the  only  Caufes,  of  our  War  v/ith  Spain  -,  and  the 
firft  of  fuch  Confequence,  that  we  ought  to  have  had 
it  yielded  before  we  fubmitted  fo  much  as  to  treat  of  a 
Peace  :  Even  as  to  the  laft,  there  ought  to  have  been 
a  Stipulation  in  the  general  Treaty,  that  they  fhould 
be  made  good  by  Spain,  and  then  the  ^:antum  might 
have  been  afterwards  fettled  by  CommilTaries.  But  by 
concluding  a  Treaty  of  Peace  without  mentioning 
either,  we  have  tacitly  given  up  them  both,  and  this 
we  fhall  find  the  Spa?iiards  infifliing  on,  if  either  ihould 
ever  be  mentioned  in  any  future  Negotiation  :  They 
will  now  fay,  that  we  have  given  them  a  general  Re- 
leafe  as  to  all  their  former  Seizures  and  Depredations  y 
and  they  will  fay,  that  we  have  agreed  to  that  Inter- 
pretation 
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Anno  174S.  pfetation  which  they  put  upon  former  Treaties  before 
the  War  began,  in  confequence  of  which  they  have 
now  an  acknowledged  Right  to  fearch  our  Merchant- 
Ships  in  the  open  Seas,  and  to  feize  and  confifcate 
Ship  and  Cargo,  if  any  thing  of  v/hat  they  call  Con- 
traband Goods  be  found  on  board. 

'  I  fhall,  therefore,  never  agree,  Sir,  to  call  our* 
late  Treaty  of  Peace  a  Definitive  Treaty ;  for  if  it  is, 
we  have  not  only  for  ever  releafed  our  Claim  upon  the 
Spaniards  for  their  late  Depredations,  and  for  feizing^ 
contrary  to  Treaty,  the  Eitecls  of  our  Merchants 
in  their  Dominions,  at  the  Beginning  of  the  War; 
but  we  have  given  them  at  leaft  a  tacit  Right  to  fearch, 
feize,  and  confifcate  our  Merchant  Ships  in  the  Ame- 
rican ^q^s^  whenever  they  pleafe :  Nay,  I  do  not 
know  but  that,  if  we  continue  in  this  yielding  Difpo- 
fition,  they  may  fend  their  Guar  da  Cofias  into  the 
Britijh  Channel^  to  fearch  every  Britijh  Ship  returning 
from  our  Colonies  or  Plantations,  and  to  feize  all  fuch, 
on  board  of  which  they  fhall  find  any  Gold  or  Silver^ 
or  Logwood,  or,  in  fhort,  any  Merchandize  that  may 
be  faid  to  be  the  Produce  of  the  Spanljh  Dominions  in 
America, 

'  It  is,  therefore,  evident.  Sir,  that  with  regard  to 
this  Natron,  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  was  not  only 
diilionourable,  but  ruinous  -,  and  as  to  its  being  ne- 
celTaiy,  I  have  fliewn,  that  according  to  the  then  Situ- 
ation of  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  a  Peace  was  more 
necefiary  for  the  French  and  their  Allies,  than  for 
us  and  our  Allies  :  But,  fays  the  learned  Gentle- 
man, an  immediate  Peace  v/as  necefiary  for  us, 
becaufe  our  public  Credit  was  in  Danger  of  being 
entirely  blown  up.  Sir,  if  the  public  Credit  had 
been  blown  up,  it  was  entirely  owing  to  fome  of 
our  Minifters  endeavouring  to  make  a  Job  of  Sub- 
fcription  for  the  Benefit  of  themfelves,  their  Tools  and 
Favourites.  As  every  former  Subfcription  had  fold 
for  a  Premium,  they  imagined  the  laft  would  do  the 
fame ;  therefore  they  refolved  to  ingrofs  the  greateft 
Part  of  this  new  Subfcription  to  themfelves  and  Fa- 
vourites, though  many  of  them  had  hardly  Credit 
enough  to  bc^rrow  Money  to  make  the  firft  Payment 
upon  the  large  Sums  they  were  allowed  to  fubfcribe 

for. 
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for.  This  made  our  real  Moneyed-men  keep  back,  Anno  174S; 
becaufe  they  refolved  not  to  be  impofed  on  by  this 
Piece  of  miniiterial  Job-work,  and  becaufe  they  fore- 
faw,  that  the  Subfcription  muft  fall  to  a  very  great 
Difcount.  It  was  not  therefore  the  public  Credit  of  the 
Nation,  but  the  private  Credit  of  moil  of  thefe  jobbing 
Subfcribers,  that  v/as  in  Danger  of  being  entirely  blov^n 
up  ;  and  this,  I  believe,  v/ould  really  have  been  the 
Confequence,  if  aPeace  had  not  been  fuddenly  clapt  up. 

'  I  am  far.  Sir,  from  accufmg  all  our  Miniilers  of 
being  concerned  in  this  Piece  of  Job-work,  but  too 
many  of  them.,  I  am  afraid,  v/ere  ;  and  to  fave  them- 
felves  and  their  Friends  from  this  im.pending  Ruin, 
v/as  their  fole  Intention,  and  the  fole  Caufe  of  their 
making  ufe  of  all  their  Intereft,  and  all  their  Addrefs, 
to  get  a  Peace  agreed  to,  which  the  Nation  ought  to 
have  reje6ted  with  Difdain,  and  which  both  the  Em- 
prefs- Queen  and  the  King  of  Sardinia  would  have 
reje6!:ed,  if  the  Dutch  and  we  had  not  compelled  them 
to  agree  to  it. 

'  Upon  the  v/hole.  Sir,  from  all  the  Knowledge  I 
have,  or  can  have,  of  the  late  Treaty,  I  have  Reafon 
to  think,  that  when  it  is  laid  before  us,  and  properly 
taken  into  Ccnfideration,  it  v/ill  deferve  a  moft  fevere 
Cenfure,  and  confequently,  for  Decency's  Sake,  we 
fliould  avoid  faying  any  thing  in  Praife  of  the  Treaty, 
or  of  the  Condu6i  of  the  Treaty-makers,  in  our  Ad- 
drefs  upon  this  Occafion.  And  as  to  the  reducing  of 
the  public  Expence,  we  may,  for  Compliment's  Sake, 
fay,  that  it  has  been  done  with  Difpatch ;  but  I  think  v/e 
cannot  fay  v/ith  unufaal  Difpatch,  unlefs  we  had 
examined  v/hat  v/as  done  upon  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace  of  Ryjwickj  and  that  of  Utrecht^  which,  I  con- 
^tk^  I  have  not ;  for  the  Word  umifual^  in  our  Ad- 
drcfs,  muft  be  underftood  to  relate  to  v/hat  has  been 
done  in  this  Kingdom,  and  not  to  what  has  been  done 
in  any  other. 

*  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Word  Oeconofny^  the  learned, 
and  ingenious  Gentleman  has  been  at  great  Pains  to 
fliew,  that  it  may  relate  to  our  Condu6i:  in  raifmg, 
as  well  as  to  the  Conduct  of  the  Minifters  in  managing, 
the  public  Revenue  3  but  Vv^th  all  his  Ingenioufnefs, 
he  will  have  Difficulty  to  make  a  common  Reader 

think. 
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Anno  1748.  think,  that  Improvement  means  CEconomy  ;-and  as 
his  Majefty  has  not  made  ufe  of  the  Word  CEconomy 
in  his  Speech,  I  think  we  fhould  not  make  ufe  of  it 
in  our  Addrefs  ;  for  it  will  look  a  little  odd  in  us  to 
applaud  his  Majefty's  Wifdom  in  recommending  to  us 
what  no  common  Reader  can  Rnd  he  has  recom- 
mended. 

'  As  to  what  my  Hon.  Friend  propofed  to  be  added 
to  our  Encomium  upon  the  Bravery  of  our  Troops, 
and  which  the  learned  Gentleman  faid  would  look 
like  a  Remonilrance,  I  am  fure.  Sir,  he  underftands 
the  Nature  of  a  Remonftrance  better  than  to  form  any 
fuch  Opinion  of  it.  An  Enquiry  can  never  be  a  Re- 
monftrance, much  lefs  can  our  faying  that  we  will 
enquire,  be  called  a  Remonftrance,  though  an  Enquiry 
may,  and  has  often  been,  a  Foundation  for  a  Remon- 
ftrance ;  and  as  his  Majefty  has  in  his  Speech  infmu- 
ated,  that  the  Events  were  not  anfwerable  to  the  Bravery 
of  our  Troops,  what  my  Hon.  Friend  has  propofed, 
will  certainly  be  a  proper  Return  to  that  Part  of  his 
Majefty's  Speech.  But  whether  we  agree  to  what  he 
has  propofed  or  no,  1  hope,  v/e  fhall  enquire,  before 
this  Seffion  be  at  an  End.  In  Duty  to  the  Royal  Com- 
mander, we  are  bound  to  enquire,  that  we  may  re- 
move all  Blame  from  him,  who,  I  am  convinced,  is 
blamelefs  ;  and  if  the  Blame  lies  at  the  Door  of  our 
Allies,  as  has  been  infmuated  in  this  Debate,  our 
Minifters  ought,  for  their  own  Sakes,  to  promote 
fuch  an  Enquiry. 

'  Laftly,  Sir,  with  regard  to  our  promifmg  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Flonour  of  the  Nation,  by  making  good  its 
Engagem.ents  ;  I  think,  we  'fhould  either  leave  out 
thefe  laft  Words,  or  we  fhould  add,  that  have  been 
already  laid  before  us ;  for  if  I  were  to  make  a  general 
Promife  in  V/riting,  which  I  intended  fhould  be  li- 
mited, I  fhould  not  like  to  have  the  Limitation  depend 
upon  any  Words  in  a  feparate  and  diftin6l  Vv^riting  ; 
and  when  I  am  promifmg  in  the  Name  of  another, 
which  is  the  Cafe  of  every  Gentleman  here,  I  fhould 
be  at  leaft  as  cautious,  as  I  could  be  when  I  promife 
upon  my  own  Account. 

'  I  fhall  conclude.  Sir,  with  taking  fome  Notice  of 
the  Argument  made  ufe  of  by  the  learned  Gentleman, 

for 
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for  inducing  us  iidt  to  be  lefs  full  or  lefs  dutiful  in  cur  Anno  174?. 
Acknowledgments  to  his  Majefty  upon  this  Occafion, 
than  upon  any  fornier  3  for,  faid  he,  we  have  feveral 
Points  of  the  utrndft  Confequence  to  this  Nation  ftill 
to  fettle,  both  with  France  and  Spain  ;  and  if  we  ihould 
hov/  be  lefs  dutiful  in  out*  Addrefs  than  ufual,  it  would 
argue  a  Difunion  between  his  Majefty  and  his  Parlia- 
ment, which  would  prevent  oiir  being  able  to  obtain 
any  Satisfa6lion  as  to  thofe  Points,  becaufe  neither 
France  nor  Spain  would  be  afraid  of  any  Menaces  our 
Minifters  could  make  ufe  of.  This  Argument,  Sir^ 
has  always  been  made  ufe  of,  for  all  the  fycophant 
AddrelTes  ever  made  by  Parliament  to  the  Crown ;  but 
I  muft  deny  the  Principle  upon  v/hich  it  is  founded. 
If  we  fhould  now  be  a  little  more  fliy  in  our  Compli- 
ments than  ufual,  it  would  argUeno  Difunion  between 
his  Majefty  and  his  Parliament :  It  would,  indeed, 
fhew,  that  the  Parliament  did  not  approve  ef  the  Con-^ 
du61:  of  our  pacific  Minifters ;  and  for  this  very  Reafon 
i  am  for  our  being  as  fhy  as  poflible  in  our  Compliments 
upon  this  Occafion. 

'  This,  Sir,  may,  to  fbme,  look  like  a  Paradox, 
but  it  is  eafily  explained.  Both  France  and  Spain 
know,  that  we  are  again  got  under  the  fame  Admini- 
ftration  that  for  twenty  YQ2irs  fubmitted  to  all  the  Infults 
and  Indignities  that  they,  efpecially  the  latter,  could 
put  upon  us  :  An  Adminiftration  that,  by  their  blun- 
dering Negotiations,  laid  the  Foundation  for  that 
Claim  which  Spain  fet  up,  of  a  Right  to  fearch  and 
feize  our  Ships  on  Account  of  contraband  Goods, 
without  ever  once  infifting,  that  there  can  be  no  fuch 
Things  as  Contraband  Goods,  except  in  Time  of 
War :  And  an  Adminiftration  that  often  threatned, 
but  never  durft  venture  to  begin  Hoftilities,  or  even 
Reprifals,  till  they  were  forced  to  it  by  Parliament. 
Can  we  expert,  that  the  Threats  of  fuch  an  Admini^ 
ftration  will  be  regarded,  or  that  we  can  gain  Satif- 
facStion  as  to  any  Point  by  their  Menaces  ?  No,  Sir : 
But  the  French  and  Spaniards  will  expeft,  that  they 
may,  as  they  did  heretofore,  continue  to  negotiate, 
and  in  the  mean  Time  to  plunder  our  Merchants, 
and  incroach  upon  our  Rights.  The  Hon.  Gentle- 
man fays,  we  can  expecl  no  Satisfaction  by  Favour, 
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Anno  174^.  but  by  Fear:  In  this,  I  entirely  agree  with  him;  buf^ 
L«— «v— «*^  confidering  the  Nature  of  the  Adminiftration  we  are 
now  under,  I  fay,  the  only  Way  to  imprefs  this 
Notion  of  Fear,  is  for  the  rarliament  to  fliew,  that 
it  will  not  be  fubfervient  to  the  Will  df  our  Minifters, 
but  that  it  will  compel  them5  as  it  did  formerly,  to  re- 
commence Hoflilities,  if  we  do  not  receive  immediate 
Satisfaction,  as  to  the  Points  remaining  in  Difpute  ; 
for,  notwithftanding  this  boafted  Definitive  Treaty,  it 
muft  be  allowed,  that  every  Point  relating  to  this 
Nation,  ftill  remains  in  Difpute,  except  that  of  our 
giving  uip  Cape-Breton  ;  and  I  fliall  join  with  the  learned 
Gentleman  in  faying,  that  they  are  Points  of  the  ut- 
moft  Confequence  to  our  Trade  and  Plantations. 
Nay,  I  will  go  further  ;  I  will  fay,  that  they  are  Points 
that  cannot  admit  of  a  long  Difcuflion ;  and  to  pre-^ 
vent  fuch  a  Difcuffion,  we  cannot  do  better,  than  to 
fheW,  by  our  prefent  Addrefs,  that  we  do  not  alto- 
gether approve  of  the  Condudl  of  our  prefent  pacific 
Adminiftration. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  my  Opinion,  but  I  fhall  not  trouble 
you  with  any  Motion ;  for,  with  regard  to  the  Succefs 
of  any  Oppofition^  I  believe,  I  muft  wait  with  Re- 
gret, till  the  DiftrefTes  of  my  Country  have  operated 
a  little  more  than  they  do  at  prefent ;  and  I  am  afraid, 
they  will  foon  operate  more  than  any  Arguments  that 
can  be  made  ufe  of  by  me,  or  by  any  Man  breathing/ 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelham  concluded  the  De- 
bate with  a  Speech,  the  Subftance  of  which  was  as 
follows. 

«  Mr.  Speaker^ 
Honour.  Henry      '  I  hope  no  Gentlemait  is  of  Opinion,    that  we 
Pelham.  ought  not  to  prefent  any  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  upon 

this  Occafion  ;  and,  as  thofe  who  do  not  feem  pleafed 
v/ith  what  my  noble  Friend  has  propofed,  have  neither 
oiFered  any  thing  in  Lieu  of  it,  nor  moved  any  Amend- 
ment to  the  Addrefs  propofed  by  him,  I  ihall  not  at 
prefent  take  up  much  of  your  Time;  for,  I  think, 
the  beft  Advice  that  can  be  given,  upon  this  Occafion, 
is  that  of  a  very  famous  Poet, 

—~ — Si  quid  novifil  re5iius  iflis^ 
Candldus  imperii :  ft  non^  his  utere  mecum, 

«  But 
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^  But  as  much  Oratory,  or  Anti-Orator}',  call  it  Anno  174S. 
which  you  will,  has  been  ufed  in  this  Debate,  to  put 
us  out  of  Humour  with  v/hat  has  been  always  deemed 
a  very  good  Thing,  I  fhall,  I  hope,  do  a  Service  to 
fome  Gentlemen  prefent,  by  endeavouring  to  fend 
them  Home  in  a  better  Humour.  Peace,  I  think,  is 
generally  deemed  a  defirable  Thing  for  a  Nation, 
efpeciaily  a  Nation  that  fubfifts  chieily  by  Trade  and 
Commerce ;  and  it  muil  certainly  be  a  bad  Peace 
indeed,  if  it  be  worfe  than  a  fuccefslefs  War.  In 
this  Light  we  ftiould  examine  the  Peace  lately  con- 
cluded J  for,  with  regard  to  the  War  thereby  put  an 
End  to,  I  believe,  every  Gentleman  will  allow,  that 
on  our  Side,  by  Land  at  leaft,  it  was  not  only  fuccefs- 
lefs, but  very  unfortunate  ;  and,  with  regard  to  what 
might  have  happened  afterwards,  if  the  War  had  been 
continued.  Gentlemen  may,  if  they  pleafe,  build 
Caftles,  and  imagine  great  Things,  but  I  am  afraid, 
the  Event  would  have  fhewn,  that  they  had  imagined 
vain  Things ;  for,  let  Gentlemen  fay  what  they  v/ill, 
no  Oratory  can  perfuade  me,  that  of  two  Parties  en- 
gaged in  War,  that  Side  has  not  the  moft  to  fear,  that 
has  been  ofteneft  defeated. 

'  The  Hon.  and  Learned  Gentleman,  Sir,  who 
fpoke  laft,  and  who  was  at  fo  much  Pains  to  fhew, 
that  the  French  and  their  Allies  had  more  to  fear  from 
a  Continuance  of  the  War,  than  we  had,  founded  the 
whole  of  what  he  faid  upon  a  Suppofition,  that  the 
Rujfian  Troops  might  have  arrived  at  our  Army,  before 
the  French  could  have  penetrated  into  Holland,  or  forced 
the  Dutch  to  agree  to  a  feparate  Peace;  but  this,  I 
think,  is  a  Poftulatum  v/hich  no  one  will  grant,  who 
confiders  the  Situation  of  Affairs  at  that  Time,  and 
the  Terms  offered  by  France,  even  as  thsy  appeared 
from  our  public  Gazettes ;  for  as  we  have  no  other 
Authorities  now  before  us,  we  can  fpeak  from  them 
only  ;  and  as  thofe  we  had  in  this  Country,  were  gene- 
rally too  favourable  to  cur  own  Side  of  the  Queition, 
we  may,  with  thefe  Allowances,  reckon,  that  the 
French  would  have  been  Mafters  of  Maejiricht  by  the 
Middle  of  May,  and  that  v/e  could  net  have  expe(5led 
the  Rziffians,  v/ho  had  not  reached  Silefia  at  the  Time 
$he  Preliminaries  v/ere  figned,  before  the  End  of  July}, 
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Anno  1748.  fo  that  after  the  ]^edud:ioii  of  MaeJIricht^  the  French 
would  have  had  ten  Weeks  to  make  their  Way  into 
Holland^  before  we  could  have  had  an  Army  fufficient 
to  rifk  a  Battle. 

'  Let  us  next  confider.  Sir,  what  Obftru6l:ions  the 
French  had  in  their  Way  to  the  Hague :  The  little 
Towns  of  Stevenfwaert^  Roennont^  Venlo^  and  the 
Qreeve^  v/erethe  only  Fortrefles  they  had  in  their  Way; 
for  as  to  the  City  of  Nimeguen^  the  Fortifieations  were 
fo  much  out  of  Repair,  and  it  would  have  required 
fuch  a  numerous  Garrifon,  that  it  would  have  been 
Madnefs  to  have  thought  of  defending  it,  becaufe  the 
Garrifon  muft  foon  have  been  made  Prifoners  of  War^ 
and  confequently  would  have  been  fo  many  Men  loft 
to  our  Army.  The  French  had,  therefore,  only  the- 
four  little  Towns  I  have  mentioned,  to  make  them- 
fclves  Mafters  of;  and  fre>ft^  the  Fate  of  Men'in  in 
Flanders y  we  may  judge  how  long  they  Could  have 
lield  out.  Menln^  Sir,  was  one  of  the  ilrongeft  little 
Towns  in  Flanders^  and  as  well  fortified  as  any  of  the 
four  I  have  mentioned,  yet  the  French  took  it  in  Jix 
Days  open  Trenches ;  and,  indeed,  they  had  fuch  a 
numerous  Train  of  Artillery^  and  both  their  battering 
Cannon  and  Mortars  of  fuch  a  prodigious  Calibre^ 
that  no  Ramparts  could  ftand  againft  them.  We  may^ 
therefore,  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  in  y^- Weeks  Time 
at  rh6ft,  they  would  have  made  themfelves  Mafters  of 
thefe  four  Towns ;  and  furety  t'hey  might  have  been- 
at  the  Hague  in  lefs  than  four  Weeks  more  ;  for  fromr 
the  Greeve  to  th«  Hague  is  not  above  feventy  Milesj, 
even  by  the  Way  of  Utrecht. 

'  We  may,  therefore.  Sir,  from  o*ir  common  News- 
Papers  conclude,  that  before  the  RuJJians  could  have 
joined  our  Army,  the  French  muft  have  forced  the 
Dutch  to  agree  to  a  Neutrality,-  or  they  muft  hav* 
made  themfelves  Mafters  of  the  Hague ^  which  is  the 
Dutch  Seat  of  Goverriment;  and  this  they  might  have 
done  without  giving  an  Alarm  to  any  Prince  in  Eu^ 
ropey  becaufe,  the  Moment  they  entered  t\iQ  Dutch  Vro-* 
vinces,  they  Vv'Ould  certainly  have  publifhed  a  Mani- 
fefto,  declaring,  that  they  had  no  Intention  to  con-* 
quer  and  keep  any  of  the  Dutch  Territories,  but  that 
their  Defign  v/as  only  to  reftorc  the  Commonwealth,^ 
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and  to  prevent  the  Liberties  of  the  Dutch  from  being  Anno  174s. 
opprefTed  by  the  Stadtholder  and  his  Party,  fupported  ' 
by  the  EngUJh ;  in  which  Cafe  they  would  have  got  a 
great  and  powerful  Party  among  the  Dutch  to  have  deV 
clared  for  them ;  and  that  Party,  as  foon  as  they  had 
got  themfelves  reinftated  in  the  Government  of  their 
Country,  would  probably  have  joined  the  French  a^ 
gainft  us. 

'  In  either  of  thefe  Cafes,  Sir,  what  Advantage 
could  we  have  reaped  by  the  Arrival  of  the  Ruffians  ? 
If  the  Dutch  had  agreed  to  a  Neutrality,  v/hich  was 
the  leaft  of  the  two  impending  Evils,  they  muft  have 
withdrawn  their  Troops  from  our  Army,  which  would 
have  made  it  as  much  inferior  to  the  French^  after  the 
Arrival  of  the  Ruffians^  as  it  was  before.  Nay,  they 
muft  have  given  our  Army  Notice  to  depart  their  Ter- 
ritories, and  where  it  muft  have  gone,  1  am  at  a  Lofs 
to  determine  ;  for  I  doubt  much  if  any  of  the  Princes 
of  JVeJiphalia^  or  of  the  Lower  Palatinate^  would  have 
given  it  Leave  to  fojourn  any  Timxe  in  their  Domini- 
ons; fo  that  it  would  have  been  reduced  to  a  moft  un- 
fortunate Situation,  and  yet  this  Situation  it  would, 
in  my  Opinion,  have  been  certainly  reduced  to  very 
foon,  if  the  Preliminaries  had  not  been  agreed  to;  for, 
confidering  the  I'erms  offered  by  France^  I  am  fully 
convinced,  that  if  they  had  not  been  accepted  of, 
even  the  then  Government  of  Holland  would  have 
agreed  to  a  Neutrality,  and  would  have  pleaded  for 
their  Excufe,  the  Obfrinacy  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
in  refufmg  to  deliver  up,  but  for  one  Life  only,  the 
little  Dutchies  oi  Parma  and  Placentia^  and  the  Obfti- 
nacy  of  this  Nation  in  refufmg  to  reftore  the  barren 
and  ufelefs  Ifland  of  Cape-Breton.  I  fay,  barren  and 
ufelefs  ;  for  in  its  ov/n  Nature  it  is  barren,  and  to  us 
it  can  never  be  of  any  Service,  though  it  will  always 
be  of  great  Ufe  to  the  French^  as  long  as  they  are  pof- 
feffed  oi  Canada^  or  have  any  Fifheries  upon  the  Coafts 
of  Nezufoundland. 

'  I  hope,  Gentlemxen  are  now  convinced.  Sir,  that 
confidering  the  Situation  of  Affairs  at  the  Time  the 
Preliminaries  were  concluded,  the  Terms  of  Peace  are 
as  good,  or  rather  better,  than  could  be  expe<51:ed ;  and 
I  believe,  the  French  were  extremely  forry  at  their  being 
O  2  ac9epted| 
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'Anno  574S.  accepted  ;  for  if  they  had  been  rejet^bed  by  us,  the 
Dutch,  for  their  own  Prefervation,  would  have  entered 
into  a  feparate  Treaty,  and  upon  getting  their  own 
Territories  reftored,  and  fome  additional  Parts  of 
Flanders  and  Brabant  made  over  to  them,  by  way  of  a 
Barrier,  they  would  have  agreed  to  leave  the  French  in 
Poffeffion  of  all  the  reft  of  the  Aujirian  Netherlands. 
If  the  Dutch  had  agreed  to  this,  I  believe,  it  v/ould 
not  have  been  poffible  for  us,  with  the  Afliftance  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  alone,  to  drive  the  French  out  of 
Flanders  \  and  how  dangerous  would  it  have  been  for 
this  Nation,  to  leave  the  French  in  quiet  Pofieilion  of 
the  whole  Coaft  over-againft  the  Southern  and  South- 
Eaft  Part  of  this  Ifland,  from  the  Thames  Mouth  to  the 
Land's  End  in  Cornwall, 

'  I  can,  therefore,  fee  no  Reafon  why  Gentlemen 
Ihould  raife  fo  many  Objeftions  againft  the  very  gene- 
ral Expreflions  propofed  to  be  in  our  Addrefs,  relating 
to  the  late  Peace  :  And  if  ever  the  Hon.  and  Learned 
Gentleman  Ihould  be  in  my  Place,  which  it  is  pro- 
bable he  may  foon  be,  he  will  then  find  how  difficult 
it  is  to  procure  Money  for  fupporting  fuch  a  War,  or 
to  give  a  general  Satisfaction  by  any  Terrhs  of  Peace  5 
for  few  Men  know,  and  fewer  confider,  the  Circum- 
flances  and  Views  of  foreign  Nations ;  but  every  one 
that  does,  ^vill  allow,  that  Conjunctures  mav  happen, 
when  it  may  be  prudent  for  this,  or  any  other  Nation, 
rather  to  fubmit  to  bad  Terms  of  a  Peace,  than  to 
begin,  or  obllinately  perlift  in,  an  unequal  War  ;  for 
as  Circumftances  are  daily  changing  and  fhifting,  a 
new  Conjuncture  may  happen,  w^hen  the  injured 
Nation  may  begin  a  War  with  Advantage,  or  procure 
a  Redrefs  of  all  its  Wrongs  without  the  Rifk  of  a 
War. 

'  As  to  our  talking  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes, 
that  rendered  the  Events  of  the  War  fo  little  anfwer- 
able  to  the  Bravery  of  the  Troops,  whether  it  might 
deferve  the  Name  of  a  Remonftrance  or  no,  I  am  fure. 
Sir,  it  would  be  very  improper  in  an  Addrefs  upon  this 
Occafion  ;  and  as  we  have  at  prefent  no  Lights  before 
us,  it  would  be  contrary  to  all  Methods  of  Proceeding 
in  this  Houfe,  to  determine  the  QiiePcion,  whether 
fuch  an  Enquiry  be  neceifary  or  no  ;   for  no  Enquiry 
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Jhould  ever  be  entered  into,  by  this  Houfe,  without  Anno  174S. 
feme  Neceffity.  I  fhall  readily  acknowledge.  Sir,  that 
we  owe  a  great  deal  to  the  Royal  Commarxder  of  our 
Armies  :  To  him  we  owe  our  being  this  Day  aflembled 
in  this  Houfe  :  To  him  the  Nation  owes  its  Liberties, 
its  Religion,  and  every  Thing  that  can  be  dear  to  a 
People  :  But  no  Duty  we  owe  to  him  can  require  our 
entering  into  fuch  an  Enquiry  as  has  been  mentioned  ; 
becaufe  no  Man,  either  Abroad  or  at  Home,  ever 
blamed,  or  fo  much  as  fufpecSled  his  Conduft.  The 
Caufe  of  our  Misfortunes  is  pretty  well  known;  al- 
moft  every  Man  that  knows  any  thing,  knows,  that 
they  were  folely  owing  to  our  Troops  being  over- 
powered by  the  Multitude  of  our  Enemies  ;  and  every 
Man  knows,  that  the  Caufe  of  this  is  not  to  be  afcribed 
to  any  Negle6l  or  Deficiency  in  this  Nation  ;  for  upon 
every  Occafion  we  furnifhed  m.ore  than  our  Quota  of 
Troops,  of  Money,  and,  in  fhort,  of  every  Thing 
that  was  requifite  for  commanding  Vi6tory.  There- 
fore, I  cannot  fee  what  Purpofe  it  would  ferve,  for 
this  Houfe  to  enter  into  any  fuch  Enquiry ;  but  at 
prefent  I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  it,  becaufe,  if  a  Motion 
fhould  hereafter  he  made  for  fuch  an  Enquiry,  I  fhall 
then  have  an  Opportunity  to  enlarge  more  properly 
upon  the  Subjedl. 

'  As  to  the  other  Amendments,  Sir,  that  have  been 
talked  of,  though  not  moved  for,  they  are  rather  Cri- 
ticifms  than  Objections  ;  and,  as  I  do  not  like  to  deal 
in  Criticifm,  and  am  very  indifferent  whether  they  be 
agreed  to  or  not,  I  fhall  give  the  Houfe  no  Trouble 
about  them.  But  before  I  fit  down,  I  muft  takefome 
Notice  of  the  learned  Gentleman's  Paradox,  and  the 
Diftin6lion  he  made  between  the  King  and  his  Mini- 
flers,  as  if  there  might  be  a  Difunion  between  the 
Parliament  and  the  Minifters,  without  any  Difunion 
between  the  King  and  his  Parliament.  According  to 
this  Dodrine,  Sir,  there  could  never  be  a  Difunion 
between  the  King  and  his  Parliament ;  for  the  Parlia- 
ment never  expreffes  any  Difunion  with  the  King : 
Even  in  King  Charles  the  Firft\  Time,  the  Parliament 
always  expreffed  a  great  Regard  for  their  Sovereign, 
though  at  lait,  when  properly  m^odelled  for  the  Pur- 
pofe, they  i^-'^^x^^  his  Head  from  his  Body.  There? 
*  O  4.  for© 
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Anno  174S.  fore  all  foreign  Nations,  when  they  fee  a  Difunioia 
between  the  rarliament  and  the  King's  Miniflers,  will 
fuppofe  it  to  be  a  Difunion  betv/een  him  and  his  Par- 
liament, and  will  treat  both  him  and  the  Nation  ac- 
cordingly ;  for  they  have  the  greateft  Authority  to; 
fuppofe,' that  a  Kingdom  divided  ag^inft  itfelf  cannot 
ftand. 

^  Jfor  this  Reafon,  Sir,  we  fliould  be  at  all  Timesi 
extremely  cautious  of  giving  foreign  Courts  any  Reafou 
to  think  that  there  is,  or  is  like  to  be,  a  Difunion  be- 
tween us  and  the  King's  Miniiiiers,  Whilft  a  cordial 
Union  feems  tp  fubfift,  I  believe  every  foreign  Court 
in  Europe  will  be  cautious  of  doing  us  a  real  Injury. 
Though  the  Court  of  Spain  may  not,  perhaps,  be 
prevailed  on  to  give  up,  in  exprefs  Terms,  their  pre- 
tended Right  to  fearch  and  feize  all  Ships  they  fufpecSt 
of  having  carried  on  an  illicit  Trade  upon  their  Coafls 
in  America^  no  more  than  w6  would  give  up  our  Right 
to  fearch  and  feize  all  Ships  upon  our  own  Coafts, 
which  we  fufpe£i:  of  being  concerned  in  the  unlawful 
Exportation  of  our  Wool ;  yet,  while  v/e  are  united 
amongft  ourfelves,  I  am  convinced,  the  Court  oi  Spain 
will  take  Care  not  to  allow  their  Guarda  Cojlas  to 
make  any  unjuft  Ufe  of  this  Right.  If  they  fhould 
do  otherwife,  whatever  may  have  happened  under  any 
former  Admin iilrati on,  I  believe,  the  Nation  will; 
find,  that  under  tlie  prefent,  they  v/ill  not  be  permit- 
ted to  do  fo  with  Impunity  ;  and  till  the  contrary  ap- 
pears, I  think,  the  Parliament  ouglit  not  to  teftify 
any  Difunion  even  with  the  King's  Minillers  ;  for 
which  Reafon,  I  hope,  the  Addrefs  now  propof^d  will 
be  agreed  to.* 

Notwithilanding  this  Debate,  the  Addrefs,  as  ori- 
ginally moved  for,  v/as  carried  without  aDivifion. 

The  Humble  ADDRESS  of  the  FIouf<?  of  Com- 
mons to  the  KING. 
**  Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 
1*  "^"TJT^E,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
«  VV  Subjedls,  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain^ 
•*  in  Parliament  ajGTembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your 
*'  Majefty  our  unfeigned  Thanks  for  your  mofi:  gra- 
»;^  cious  Speech  from  the  Throng  3  and  to  congratu- 
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?«  late  your  Majefty  on  your  fafe  and  happy  Return  to  Anno  174?^ 
*«  thefe  Kingdoms.  ' 

*'  We  ackriowledge,  with  the  utmoft  Gratitude, 
f^  your  Majefcy's  conftant  Attention  to  the  Good  of 
*'  your  jPeopie ;  and  beg  Leave  to  congratulate  your 
*'  Majefty  on  the  Succeis  of  your  Endeavours  for  re- 
''  fcoring  Peace  to  Europe,  by  the  happy  Concluliori 
"  of  a  Definitive  Treaty^  in  w^hich  all  your  Allies 
*•  have  concurred  without  Referve ;  and  we  cannot, 
"  on  this  Occafion,  but  admire  your  Majefty's  Wif- 
''  dom  and  Conduct,  by  which  you  have,  in  fo  fhort 
*'  a  Space  of  Time,  reconciled  and  adjufted  fo  many 
*'  jarring  Interefts,  and  completed  this  great  and  ne^ 
?'  ceflary  Work. 

"  Permit  us,  Sir,  humbly  to  return  your  Majefty 
''  our  Thanks  for  your  tender  Regard  to  your  faith- 
*'  ful  Subje6rs,  in  taking  the  firft  Opportunity  to 
"  reduce  the  public  Expences,  which  has  been  done 
*'  with  unufual  Difpatch  ;  and  we  acknowledge  e- 
*'  qually  your  Majefty's  Wifdom  in  recommending 
*'  to  us  Qilconomy,  and  the  Improvement  of  the  Re- 
**  venue,  both  abfolutely  necefTary  in  our  prefent  Cir- 
^'  cumftances,  in  order  to  leffen  the  National  Debt, 
*'  eafe  your  People,  and  ftrengthen  ourfelves  againft 
"  all  future  Events;  and  we  affure  your  Majeftj^, 
^'  that  we  will  omit  nothing  which  may  conduce  to 
*'  thofe  important  and  falutary  Ends. 

"  It  gives  the  higheft  Satisfaction  to  your  faithful 
*'  Commons,  that  your  Majefty  has  been  gracioully 
^'  pleafed  to  take  Notice  of  the  Bravery  of  your 
*'  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  an  Honour  their  Beha- 
''  viour  has  mcft  juftly  deferved ;  and  we  do  affure 
^'  your  Majefty,  that  all  due  Attention  ftiall  be  paid 
*'  to  the  Services  of  thofe  gallant  Men,  who  have  fig-., 
^^  nalized  them.felves  fo  glorioufly  in  Defence  of  their 
*'  Country. 

"  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  Importance  of  that 
^'  fignal  Succefs  which  has  attended  your  Majefty's 
"  Arms  at  Sea,  through  the  Courfe  of  the  War,  and 
''  are  fully  convinced  how  necelFary  it  is  to  main- 
*«  tain  our  Fleets  in  perfect  Strength  and  Order,  even 
"  in  Tim.es  of  the  m.oft  profound  Peace.  Your  faith- 
\^  ful   Commons  beg  Leave  humbly  to  aftlire  your 

'^  Majefty^ 
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Anno  T74S.  ^^  Majefly,  that  they  will  grant  fuch  Supplies  as  are 
neceflary  to  fecure  efFeclually  the  Peace  and  Tran- 
*'  quillity  of  your  Majefty's  Government,  and  to  pre- 
*'  ferve  the  Honour  of  the  Nation,  by  making  good 
*'  its  Engagements;  and  that  the  chief  Objeds  of 
*'  our  Confideration  fhall  be,  what  your  Majeily  has 
*'•  fo  gracioufly  and  wifely  recommended  to  us,  the 
*'  Improvement  of  our  Commerce,  the  fupporting  and 
«'  lengthening  of  pubhc  Credit,  and  the  Cuitiva- 
*'  lion  of  the  Arts  of  Peace  j  that  your  Majefty  may 
*'  be  enabled  to  gratify  your  royal  Inclinations,  by 
*'  making  this  Nation  a  flourilhing  and  happy  People, 
*^  under  your  aufpicious  Government,  and  that  of 
<«  your  royal  Family,  to  future  Generations." 

His  MAJESTY'S  moft  Gracious  ANSWER. 
''  Gentlemen, 
*'  T  Thank  you  moft  heartily  for  this  very  afFe61:ion- 
*^  JL  ^^^  Addrefs.  You  may  rely  upon  my  ready 
*'  Concurrence  with  you  in  the  Execution  of  all  fuch 
*'  Meafures,  as  will  relieve  my  People,  as  foon  as 
*^  poilible,  from  the  Burthens  which  the  Exigencies 
*'  of  War  have  laid  upon  them,  and  procure  to  then^ 
*^  the  Bleffings  of  a  fafe  and  lafting  Peace."      > 

When  the  Committee  of  Supply  was  eftabliflied, 
they  took  under  their  Confideration  the  Sums  that  were 
neceflary;  ift.  For  making  good  the  Engagements 
that  had  been  made  by  the  Parliament  to  his  Majefty, 
and  the  Services  undertaken  upon  Account  of  the 
War.  2dly,  For  paying  off  Debts.  3dly,  For  making 
good  Deficiencies.  And  4thly,  For  the  current  Ser- 
vice of  the  Year  1749. 

Under  the  firfl  Head  it  was  found,  that  44,000/. 
was  due  to  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria ;  upwards  of  30,000  /. 
to  the  Duke  of  Brunfivick^  and  about  the  fame  Sum 
to  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe-Caffel-,  befides  between  8  and 
9000/.  to  the  Eledor  of  Mentz.  The  extraordinary 
Expence  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance  for  the  Land-fer- 
vice,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  amounted  to 
about  43,000/.  and  about  112,000/.  were  due  to  the 
Forces  in  Cape-Breton  and  the  EaJI-Indies.  Above 
4i8300p/.  were  found  due  for  extraordinary  pxpences 
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of  the  Land  Forces  in  Flanders^  North-Britain^  and  Anno  174?. 
America^  and  other  Services  in  1748,  not  provided  for 
by  Parliament.  And  befides  all  that  great  Sum,  an 
Arrear  of  100,000/.  w^as  claimed  by  the  Queen  of 
Hungary.  But  the  moft  extraordinary  Claim  of  all, 
was  10,000/.  for  reimburfmg  to  the  City  of  Glafgow^ 
the  Sums  extorted  from  them  by  the  Rebels.  So  that 
the  vi^hole  Sum  under  this  Head  of  Supply,  amounted 
to  796,513/.  35.  7^/.  Under  the  fecond  Head  of  Sup- 
ply, fell  the  Difcharge  of  the  Navy,  Victualling,  and 
Tranfport  Bills,  which  amounted  to  the  amazing  Sum 
of  3,000,000/.  Sterling;  the  Difcharge  of  the  Debt 
of  the  Office  of  Ordnance  amounted  to  above  230,000/. 
and  the  Sum  for  difcharging  Seamens'  Wages,  and 
other  Debts  of  the  Navy,  due  December  31  this  Year, 
not  provided  for,  amounted  to  i, 000,000/.  v/hich 
made  the  whole  Sum  under  this  fecond  Head  of  Sup- 
ply, 4,233,382/.  5 J.  id.  Under  the  Head  of  Defi- 
ciencies, fell  a  Sum,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to 
687,219/.  Si-.  4i^.  and  the  current  Service  of  the 
Year  1749  required  2,374,333/.  15J.  3^.  285,878/e 
demanded  for  the  Ordmary  of  the  Navy,  including 
Half-Pay  to  Sea  Officers,  was  thought  to  be  an 
immxcnfe  Sum  for  fuch  an  Appropriation;  and,  as 
fuch,  it  was  ftrongly  oppofed,  both  in  the  Houfe  and 
in  the  Committee.  But  the  Arguments  from  paft 
Times,  which  were  the  principal  Arguments  urged 
againil  it,  were  far  from  being  convincing;  becaufe  the 
Navy  of  Great-Britain  never  had. been  fo  numerous  or 
{o  powerful  as  it  was  then ;  nor,  upon  a  fair  Compa- 
rifon,  v/as  the  Sum  found  to  exceed  what  had  been 
granted  in  former  Times  for  the  fame  Purpofe.  The 
Arrear  demanded  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  bore  a 
much  ftronger  Debate,  and  was  warmly  oppofed  by 
the  Earl  of  Egmont^  Lord  Strange^  Sir  Francis  Dafi^ 
woody  and  others.  According  as  the  Account  was 
flated,  the  Oppofition  feemed  to  have  the  better  of  the 
Argument ;  but  the  Miniftry  urged  the  Sacrifices  fhe 
had  made  to  obtain  Peace,  and  the  Compliance  {lie 
had  lately  fhewn  to  Great-Britain.  The  Oppofition, 
however,  ventured  two  Divifions  upon  the  Queftion, 
pne  in  the  Coromitteej  which  was  carried  by  a  Ma- 
jority 


[     204     3 
Am9  174S.  jo^ity  of  2100  agalnft  82,  and  the  other  upon  th^  Re^ 
V     -^-       '  port,  which  was  carried  by  129  againft  49. 

But  a  greater  Debate  happened  with  regard  to  a 
Relblution  which  pafled  in  the  Committee,  by  which 
16,000/.  was  granted  for  the  Pay  of  General  and  StafF- 
Officers.  This  Eftablifhment  was  reprefenced  as  be* 
ing  abfurd  in  the  Time  of  Peace,  and  extravagant j  • 
confidering  the  great  Expences  the  Nation  had  been  at 
during  the  War.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Army, 
however,  found  Means  to  engage  fome  great  Perfon- 
jiges  to  infift  upon  their  Refolution,  and  the  Minifter 
and  his  Friends  fupported  it.  67,226/.  was  refolved- 
In  the  Committee,  to  be  granted  for  reduced  Officers 
of  Land  Forces  and  Marines.  This  was  likewife  op-» 
pofed ;  but  both  Queftions  were  carried  upon  Diviftons, 
the  iirft  by  a  Majority  of  171  againil:  93,  and  the 
fecond  by  147  againft  70.  Nothing  remarkable  hap^ 
pened  with  regard  to  the  Manner  of  raifmg  the  Money 
that  was  neceftary  this  Year,  and  which,  in  the  whole, 
amounted  to  7,930,382/*  5 J.  id.  10,000/.  of  this 
Money  was  granted  and  applied  to  reimburfe  the  Ma-, 
giftrates  and  Town-Council  of  Glajgow^  the  Sums  ex- 
torted from  them  by  the  Scotiijh  Rebels  on  Account  of 
their  Loyalty  during  the  late  "unnatural  Rebellion  3  and 
for  raifing  whiph,  the  faid  Magiftrates  had  been  obliged 
to  give  their  Bonds.  When  this  Matter  came  before 
the  Committee  of  Supply  (April  12,  1749)5  it  occa- 
fioned  a  long  and  violent  Debate.  The  firft  Gentle- 
man who  fpoke  againft  it,  was  George  Bowes ^  Efq^  to 
the  following  EfFedl, 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
George  Bowes,       *  As  I  rife  up  with  a  Defign  to  oppofe  this  Motion, 
£fqi  I  m.uft  premife,  that  I  hope  it  will  not  be  fuppofed, 

that  I  intend  to  derogate  from  the  Merit,  or  difown 
the  Loyalty  of  the  City  of  GlafgoWy  both  which  will 
be  acknowledged  by  every  honeft  Man  in  the  King- 
dom. All  I  intend  to  fay  is,  that  there  are,  to  my 
Knowledge,  many  Places,  efpecially  in  this  Part  of 
the  united  Kingdom,  that  have  an  equal  Pretence  to 
Loyalty,  and  that  fhewed  as  much  Zeal  for  the  Go- 
vernment's Support,  during  the  late  Rebellion,  as 
that  City  or  its  Inhabitants ,  and  if  they  did  not  fuf- 
3  ^^^ 
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fer  as  iilucii,  it  proceeded  perhaps  from  the  early  Care  Anno  1748. 
they  tobk  to  prevent  the  Rebels  entertaining  any  Hopes  ' 
of  becoming  their  Mafters.  The  Hon.  Gentleman 
was  therefore  much  in  the  right,  to  endeavour  to  ob- 
viate an  ObjecSlion,  which  certainly  did  occur  to  every 
Gentleman  that  heard  him,  and  which  not  only 
gathered  Strength  from  what  he  faid  in  Anfwer  to  it, 
but  muft  gather  more  and  m.ore  Strength,  the  more  it 
is  coniidered. 

*  To  prove  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  fhall  beg  Leave 
to  go  through  the  feveral  Allegations  of  the  Petition 
now  before  us.  As  to  the  Behaviour  of  the  City  of 
Glafgow  at  the  Time  of,  and  for  fome  Time  before,  the 
Revolution,  there  is  nobody  queftions  it;  but  have 
not  almoft  all  the  Towns  in  England^  and  many  of 
thcfe  in  Scotland^  the  fame  Merit  to  plead  ?  Therefore 
the  City  of  Glafgow  can  claim  no  particular  Favour 
upon  that  Account ;  and  I  never  heard,  that  under 
the  Government  preceding  the  Revolution,  that  City 
fuffered  any  Perfecution  as  a  City  :  The  Preibyterians^ 
indeed,  fuffered  a  grievous  Perfecution  under  that  Go- 
vernment ;  and  if  there  were  more  of  that  Se£t  there 
than  elfewhere,  the  People  may  be  faid  to  have  been 
perfecuted,  but  the  City  cannot. 

*■  The  Behaviour  of  the  City  of  Glafgow  in  the  Year 
1 7 15,  is  as  little  to  be  queftioned,  Sir;  but  if  they 
raifed  a  Regiment  at  that  Time  for  the  Government's 
Service,  did  not  many  of  the  Counties  and  Cities^ 
both  in  E^igland  and  Scotland^  raife  the  Militia,  which 
was  as  expenfive  as  the  raifmg  of  Regiments  ?  And! 
did  certainly  great  Service,  becaufe  the  Jacobites  were 
thereby  prevented  from  taking  Arms^  and  coming  to  a 
Head  in  any  P^rt  of  Englar.d^ 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Behaviour  and  Condu(9:  of 
the  City  of  Glafgow  in  the  Year  1745,  I  fliall  admit 
the  FaAs  to  be  true  as  there  ftated  ;  but  I  muft  con- 
iGder  them  in  an  Order  different  from  that  in  which 
they  are  there  artfully  ftated,  becaufe,  I  think,  the 
Order  of  Time  in  which  they  happened  is  the  moft 
natural  Method ;  and  in  this  Method,  the  firft  that 
occurs  to  our  Confideration,  is  the  5500/.  extorted 
from  that  City  before  the  Rebels  left  Edinburgh. 
Surely  the  People  of  GhfgQVJ  cannot  fay,  that  this 
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Anno  1748.  Money  was  demanded  or  extorted  from  them,  on 
Account  of  any  thing  they  had  then  done  in  Favour 
of  the  Government ;  for  it  is  not  pretended,  that  they 
had  fo  much  as  attempted  to  do  any  thing.  They 
never  attempted  to  do  any  thing  till  after  the  Rebels 
had  marched  into  England^  from  w^hence  they  had  good 
Reafon,  both  from  Experience  and  the  Nature  of 
Things,  to  exped?!:,  that  few  or  none  of  them  would 
ever  return ;  for  as  we  were  abfolute  Mafters  of  the 
Sea,  no  Man,  in  his  right  Senfes,  could  fuppofe  it  in 
the  Power  of  France  or  Spain  to  fend  any  large  Body 
of  Troops  for  promoting  or  fupporting  a  Rebellion  in 
England ;  and  as  little  could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  5  or 
6000  Men,  had  they  been  the  beft  Troops  that  ever 
appeared  in  Arms,  would  be  fufficient  for  conquer- 
ing the  Kingdom  of  England^  efpecially  confidertng 
the  Spirit  that  immediately  appeared  over  the  whole 
Kingdom,  for  fupporting  our  eftablifhed  Government, 
and  defeating  that  Rebellion. 

'  By  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  de- 
preciate the  real  Merit  of  the  City  of  Glafgow^  in 
raifmg  two  Regiments  for  the  Service  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  contributing  with  fo  much  Alacrity  to- 
wards levying  and  fubfifting  thofe  Regiments.  To  be 
fure,  every  County,  every  Corporation,  and  every 
private  Gentleman,  that  contributed  Money,  or  of- 
fered his  perfonal  Service  upon  that  Occafion,  deferves 
the  moft  grateful  Acknowledgments  of  his  Country. 
All  I  mean  is  to  jQiew,  that  in  this  refped:  the  City 
of  Glafgow  has  no  greater  Merit  to  plead  than  moft  of 
the  Counties  and  Corporations  in  England y  efpecially 
thofe  in  the  North.  In  Northumberland^  the  Gentle- 
men fhewed  a  very  warm  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the 
Government,  and  not  only  put  themfelves  to  a  great 
Expence,  but  many  of  them  were  ready  to  take  Arms, 
and  venture  their  Lives,  if  there  had  been  Occafion  : 
In  the  County  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  reprefent, 
the  fame  Zeal  was  manifefted  by  all  Ranks  of  People  j 
and  in  Torkjlnre^  I  have  been  alTured,  that  their  Contri- 
butions amounted  to  30,000/.  befides  the  Expence  of 
thofe  Gentlemen  who  formed  themfelves  in  a  Body, 
and  actually  joined  his  Majefty's  Army  ;  and,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  in  all  thefe  Counties,  they  manifefted 
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this  Zeal,  when  the  Rebellion  wore  its  moft  terrible  Anno  174?. 
Arpe6l ;  when  an  Army  of  Rebels,  flufhed  with  the 
Succefs  of  a  Victory,  and  with  the  Reduftion  of  the 
whole  Kingdom  of  Scotland^  was  daily  expected  among 
them ;  and  when,  from  all  Accounts,  they  had  Reafon 
to  believe,  that  this  rebellious  Army  was  daily  in- 
creafing. 

*  But  in  particular.  Sir,  I  muft  not  forget  the 
Town  of  Newcaftle^  the  Inhabitants  of  which  behaved 
in  the  moft  prudent  as  well  as  zealous  Manner.  That 
Town,  which  was  of  fo  great  Importance,  was  quite 
open,  when  the  Rebellion  firft  broke  out.  The  Ma- 
giftrates  prefently  faw  their  Danger,  and  refolved  to 
provide  againft  it  with  the  utmoll  Expedition.  Luckily 
for  them,  they  had  then  a  brave  and  experienced  Offi- 
cer among  them,  an  Officer  whom  I  fliall  always 
efteem ;  and  whofe  Name  I  think  I  may  mention  upon 
this  Occafion  :  General  Hufie^  Sir,  had  been  fent  by 
hisMajefty  to  take  Care  of  that  Town :  By  his  Direc- 
tions the  Town  v/as  in  a  few  Days  fortified  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  the  Rebels  faw  they  could  have  no  Hopes 
of  being  able  to  reduce  it,  and  this  prevented  their 
coming  that  Way,  which  Vv^as  perhaps  the  chief  Caufe 
of  the  Mifcarriage  of  their  whole  Defign.  Thefe  For- 
tifications, Sir,  and  the  other  Preparations  for  oppofing 
the  Rebels,  coft  that  Town  alone  7  or  8000/.  and 
they  were  obliged  to  borrow  5000/.  of  the  Money, 
which  the  Town  has  repaid,  or  mufl  repay,  with  Inte- 
refl.  Has  not  this  Town,  Sir,  fome  Reafon  to  ap- 
ply to  Parliament  for  enabling  them  to  difcharge  this 
Debt? 

*  I  knov/  of  no  Corporation  in  Britain^  where  the 
Magiflrates  do  not  find  Pretences  for  difpofing  yearly  of 
the  whole  Income  of  their  Eftate.  Very  probably,  the 
Corporation  of  Newcaftle  does  fo,  as  well  as  that  of 
Glafgow  ;  confequently  the  one  may  plead  their  Inabi- 
lity to  difcharge  its  Debt  as  well  as  the  other ;  and  if 
the  Succefs  or  the  Eiie6l  of  an  Expence  has  any  fupe- 
perior  Merit,  Newcaftle  has  a  better  Plea  for  Relief 
than  Glafgow ;  becaufe  the  Money  expended  by  the 
former  was  of  infinite  Service  to  the  Public,  whereas 
the  Money  expended  by  the  latter,  though  that  Part 
which  was  voluntarily  raifed  was  with  a  good  Defign, 
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Atmo  1748.  fo  wliJch  they  ought  to  he  applauded,  yet  it  Bad  hd 
EfFed:,  nor  was  of  any  real  Service. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Money  or  Goods  extorted,^ 
and  the  Free-quarters  exa6ted  from  the  City  of  Glafgoii; 
by  the  Rebels,  after  their  Return  from  England^  I  do 
not  queftion  the  Truth  of  the  Fa6ls^  and  I  am  forry  td 
hear  of  that  loyal  City's  having  been  fo  great  a  Sufferer. 
But  was  there  nd  Money  extorted  by  the  Rebels  ?  Did 
not  they  exail  Free-quarters  in  other  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom  ?  I  believe  no  Gentleman  has  Authority  to 
an fwer  either  of  thefe  Queftions  in  the  Negative.  Can 
we  fuppofej  that  the  City  oi  CarUJle  has  no  Demand 
upon  this  Account  ?  It  is  well  known  how  much  that 
City  fufFered  ;  and  if  it  were  not  known,  as  Garllfie 
was  the  firft  City  or  Town  that  mad?  any  Refiftance^ 
could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Rebels,  who  were  {o 
fevere  upon  Glafgow^  where  they  met  with  no  Refin- 
ance, would  be  fo  merciful  to  Carl'ijle^  where  they  met 
with  Refiftance,  as  to  exa6t  neither  Money  nor  Free- 
quarters  from  the  People;  of  that  City  ?  It  is  true,  we 
have  as  yet  had  no  Application  for  Relief  either 
from  Carlljle^  or  any  other  Place  in  the  Kingdom,  ex- 
cept Glafgow  j  but  if  we  give  Ear  to  this  Petition,  and 
agree;  to  the  Motion  now  made  to  us,  I  make  no  doubt 
l)f  our  having  next  Seffion  a  Multitude  of  fuch  Appli- 
cations from  private  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  from  cor- 
porate Bodies. 

^  We  have  therefore;.  Sir,  great  Reafon  to  be  afraid 
of  the  Confluence  of  our  agreeing  to  the  Motion  now 
made  to  us,  as  it  will  be  a  Prece(ient  for  many  other 
Applications  of  the  fame  Nature  j  but  this  is  not  the 
only,  much  lefs  the  greatefl  Danger  we  have  to  appre- 
hend. Partial  Favours  are  of  the  moft  pernicious 
Confequence  to  a  Government :  The  City  of  GlafgoiU 
may  think  their  Merit  or  their  Sufferings  nngular,  and 
that  they  deferve  a  particular  Regard  from  the  Public  5 
but  many  other  Places  w^ill  think  in  the  fame  Way  of 
their  Merit  and  Sufferings ;  and  if  they  do  not  meet 
with  the  fame  Regard,  God  knows  what  may  be  the 
Confequence.  It  may  occafion  DifafFe^tiori  :  It  may 
even  occafion  a  Rebellion  in  this  Part  of  the  united 
Kingdom,  which  will  be  of  much  rriore  dangerous 
Confequence  than  any  that  can  be  raifed  in  Scotland, 
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'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  if  we  grant  the  Defire  of  Anno  174S. 
this  Petition,  we  cannot  in  Prudence  refufe  to  comply 
with  every  Application  of  the  fame  Nature  that  fhall 
hereafter  be  made  to  us  ;  and  this,  in  my  Opinion,  will 
likewife  be  of  pernicious  Confequence-  for  if  it  be  laid 
down  as  a  Principle,  that  all  thofe  who  fufFer  by  an 
invafion  or  Infurret^ion,  fhall  have  their  Lofs  made 
good  to  them  by  the  Public,  it  will  prevent  the  People 
of  any  Part  of  the  Country  where  fuch  a  Misfortune 
fhall  happen,  from  being  fo  vigorous  in  their  Oppoli- 
tion  as  they  would  otherwife  be.  Men  will  naturally 
fight  bravely  for  their  Property,  when  they  know, 
that  if  they  do  not,  it  will  be  taken  from  them  with- 
out any  Redrefs  ;  but  when  they  have  Ground  to  ex- 
pe6l  that  the  Public  will  make  good  their  Lofs,  they 
will  avoid  the  Danger  their  'Lives  may  be  expofed  to, 
by  making  a  ftout  Refinance,  and  either  make  none  at 
all,  or  but  a  very  faint  one.  Nay,  it  may  even  be  an 
Encouragement  for  People  to  contribute  Money  to- 
wards the  Support  of  an  Invafion  or  Infurreftion,  by 
pretending  that  they  were  forced  to  do  fo,  for  prevent- 
ing their  being  plundered  and  malTacred. 

'  I  therefore,  think,  Sir,  that  by  agreeing  to  this 
Motion,  we  fhall  introduce  a  Precedent,  that  may  be 
in  many  Refpedls  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence; 
and  when  Gentlemen  talk  of  Juflice  and  CompafEon, 
they  fhould  think  of  the  Juftice  due  to  the  real  Credi- 
tors of  the  Public  :  They  fhould  think  of  the  Labour- 
ers and  Manufa6turers,  who  are  loaded  v/ith  Taxes 
for  the  Payment  of  our  public  Debts.  In  our  prefent 
Circumftances,  Sir,  I  really  look  upon  the  Nation  in 
general  to  be  a  greater  Objedl  of  Compallion  than  any 
particular  Member  :  At  leaft,  it  is  an  Objeft  that  de- 
ferves  more  the  Regard  of  Parliament ;  and  if  we  go 
on  thus  loading  the  public  Revenue  with  every  Ex- 
pence  that  can  be  thought  of,  we  ihall  never  be  able 
to  payour  jull:  Debts,  nor  to  relieve  our  itarving  Poor 
from  any  of  iheir  Taxes. 

'  But,  Sir,  if  Gentlem.en  are  of  Opinion,  that  the 
City  of  Glafgow  particularly  deferves,  and  ought  to 
have  fome  Relief,  v/hy  fhould  not  that  Relief  be 
granted  out  of  the  Produce  of  the  Eftates  forfeited  by 
the  lafl  Rebellion?  When  we  have  fuch  a  long  Liflof 
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Anno  1748.  Attainders  upon  our  Records  of  Parliament,  (o  many 
^»— — V"""*^"  Convictions  in  the  Courts  below,  and  fo  many  Perfons 
excepted  by  Name  out  of  the  late  Act  of  Indemnity, 
furely,  we  mufi:  fuppofe,  that  the  Produce  of  thofe 
Eftates  will  be  "more  than  fufHcient  for  fatisfying  a 
Demand  of  10,000/.  with  Intereft  from  the  Day  it 
was  made.  Thofe  Eftates  are  now  vefted  in  the- 
Crown,  and  may  be  difpofed  of  as  the  Crown  pleafes  : 
Can  the  Produce  of  them  be  applied  in  a  better  or 
more  juft  Manner,  than  towards  the  Relief  of  thofe 
who  fuffered,  during  the  late  Rebellion,  by  their  Loy- 
alty and  Attachment  to  their  Sovereign?  Muft  the 
Public  be  at  all  the  Expence,  not  only  of  defeating 
the  late  Rebellion,  but  of  making  good  all  the  Da- 
mage thereby  occafioned,  and  the  Crcv/n  reap  all  the 
Benefit?  Surely,  this  is  neither  juft  nor  equitable  j  and 
therefore  v/hen  I  heard  the  Relief  of  the  Petitioners  fo 
ftrongly  urged  by  his  Majeily's  MeiTage,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  find,  that  the  Meilage  did  not  conclude  with 
a  Promife  or  Declaration,  that  whatever  fhould  be 
granted  by  Parliament  for  that  Furpofe,  fliould  be  re- 
placed from  the  iirlt  and  readieft  of  the  Produce  of 
the  forfeited  Eftates  in  Scotland,  If  this,  Sir,  had 
been  the  Conclufton,  I  fhould  have  been  more  ready 
to  comply  Vv^ith  it ;  but  without  this,  I  think,  I  can- 
not anfwer  loading  my  Conftituents  with  the  Expence, 
and  therefore  I  muft  give  my  Negative  to  the  Motion.' 

He  was  anfv/ered  by  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pltty 
the  Subftance  of  whofe  Speech  v/as  as  follows. 
^  Mr.  Speaker, 

Right  Honour,      '  I  iliall  not  enter  into  a  Difpute  with  the  Hon. 

William  Pitt.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  v/hether  there  are  not 
many  Places,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  that  have 
an  equal  Pretence  to  Loyalty  with  the  City  oiGlafgoWy 
and  that  fhewed  as  much  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the 
Government  during  the  late  Rebellion  as  that  City; 
but  this  I  will  aver,  that  there  was  no  City,  Town, 
or  Place  in  Great -Britain,,  that  fuftered  fo  much,  or 
that  fhewed  the  fame  Zeal  in  the  fame  Circamftances. 
And  without  derogating  from  the  Merit  of  any  one, 
I  may  fay,  that  tliere  are  notm.any  Cities  in  the  united 
Kingdom,   that  have  fo  often,  or  fo  remarkably  di- 
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(Linguilhed  themfelves  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty.  It  was  Anno  174?. 
this,  Sir :  It  was  the  whole  Tenor  of  this  City's 
Conduct  from  the  Time  of  the  Reformation,  that 
drew  the  Refentment  of  the  Rebels  upon  it,  and  made 
them  refolve  upon  the  extravagant  Demand  they  at 
firft  made  upon  that  City.  If  they  had  infilled  upon 
their  firft  Demand,  the  City  mufl:  have  been  ruined, 
becaufe  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  it  to  raife 
fuch  a  Sum :  Of  this  they  had  the  good  Fortune  to 
convince  the  Chiefs  of  the  Rebels ;  and  even  the  Rebels 
iliewed  that  they  had  no  Inclination  to  ruin  luch  a 
flourifhing  City,  though  the  Inhabitants  appeared  gene- 
rally to  be  their  Enemies.  Shall  a  Britijh  Parliament, 
Sir,  fliew  lefs  Regard  to  their  Friends,  than  the  Rebels 
fhev/ed  to  their  Enemies  ?  The  Rebels  gave  them 
10,000/.  that  is  to  fay,  they  pafFed  from  10,000/.  of 
their  firft  Dem.and,  rather  than  ruin  the  City  5  and 
this  I  may  the  more  juftly  call  giving  them  10, coo/. 
becaufe,  if  the  Rebels  had  plundered  the  City,  they 
v/ouid  have  found  -m.ore  than  three  times  the  Value 
of  that  Sum  am.ong  the  Inhabitants.  If  then  the 
Rebels  gave  that  City  10,000/.  rather  than  expofe  it 
to  Ruin,  Ihall  a  Britijh  Parliament  refufe  to  give  it 
10,000 /.  to  preferve  it  from  Ruin  ? 

'  It  really  ihocks  me,  Sir,  to  fee  fuch  a  Queftion 
ftand  a  Debate  in  a  Britijh  Houfe  of  Comm^ons.  If 
the  Pvcbels  had  fucceeded  in  their  flagitious  Attem.pt, 
and  had  called  a  fham  Parliament,  for  they  v/ould  never 
have  called  a  free  one,  I  fnould  not  have  v/ondered  to 
fee  fuch  a  Queftion  oppofed  in  a  Houfe  of  Comm^ons 
afiembied  by  their  Authority ;  but  it  alronifhes  me  to 
fee  fuch  a  Queftion  oppofed  in  a  Houfe,  where  every 
Member  prefent  profeiTes  his  Friendfhip  for  that  City, 
and  acknowledges  the  Gratitude  due  to  it  from  the 
Public  for  its  Behaviour.  Tlie  Hon.  Gentleman  told 
us,  he  did  not  intend  to  depreciate  the  real  Merit  of 
the  City  of  Glafgozv  :  I  do  not  know  v/hat  he  intend- 
ed ;  but  he  endeavoured  to  fhew,  th_at  the  Behaviour 
of  that  City  was  not.  fo  meritorious  as  reprefented, 
becaufe  they  attempted  nothing  in  favour  of  the  Go- 
vernment, till  after  the  Rebels  had  marched  into  Eng- 
land^ from  whence  they  had  Pv^eafon  to  expe6t  that 
none  of  them  v/ould  ever  return.     Thisj    Sir,   was 
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Anno  174S.  ceftaml)^  an  Infinuation,  that  the  People  of  GlafgoiQ 
never  did  any  thing  in  favour  of  the  Government,  as 
long  as  they  thought  the  Government  in  any  Danger 
from  the  Rebellion ;  and  if  this  had  really  been  the 
Cafe,  I  fhouid  have  had  no  great  Opinion  of  their 
Merit.  But  I  (hall  fhew,  that  before  the  Rebel  Army 
entered  England^  it  was  not  in  the  Pov/er  of  the  Peo- 
ple of  Glafgow  to  do  any  thing  in  favour  of  the  Go- 
vernment \  and  that  they  had  not  then  the  leail  Rea- 
fon  to  imagine,  that  the  Government  was  out  of  all 
Danger  from  the  Rebellion. 

'  When  we  confider,  Sir,  that  the  Rebels  marched 
tip  through  one  Half  of  England^  v/ithout  any  Oppo- 
fition  from  the  Militia :  When  we  confider,  that  even 
in  their  Retreat  back  again,  though  purfued  by  the 
Duke  and  the  regular  Forces,  they  met  with  no  Ob- 
ilru(9:ion  from  the  Militia  ;  we  cannot  with  any  Juf- 
tice  blame  the  South  or  V/eft  Parts  of  Scotland^  for 
not  oppofmg  them,  with  their  Militia.  And  as  to  the 
City  of  Glafgow^  it  had  neither  Time  to  provide  for 
its  Defence,  nor  was  it  capable  of  making  a  Refiftance, 
had  it  had  Time  :  The  Town  is  an  open  Town, 
without  fo  much  as  a  Wall  round  it,  and  the  Inhabi- 
tants had  neither  Arms,  Ammunition,  nor  any  Sort  of 
military  Difcipline  among  them ;  fo  that  it  was  im_pof- 
fible  for  them  to  think  of  oppofing  an  Army  of  High- 
landers, who  are,  by  the  Care  of  their  Chiefs,  bred 
up  to  Arms  and  military  Difcipline  from  their  Infancy. 
Befides,  they  had  no  Time  for  fuch  an  Undertaking  ; 
for  the  Rebels  came  upon  them  in  a  very  fev/  Weeks 
after  their  firfl  appearing  in  Arms  ;  and,  till  the  Battle 
of  Prefton^  every  one  had  Reafon  to  believe,  that 
General  Cope^  with  the  Forces  under  his  Command, 
would  have  given  a  good  Account  of  them. 

'  The  Cafe  is  very  different.  Sir,  both  with  regard 
to  Neivcajile  and  C&rlijle^  becaufe  both  of  them  had 
Time  to  prepare  for  their  Defence  5  and  both  being 
furrounded  with  a  Wall,  may,  in  a  few  Days,  be  fo 
fortified,  as  to  be  able  to  refift  a  flying  Party.  Yet 
how  little  Refiftance  did  the  latter  make  ?  For  though 
they  had  many  Weeks  to  prepare  for  their  Defence, 
though  they  had  Hopes  of  being  relieved  in  a  few  Days 
by  the  Army  then  aflembled  at  Neivca/Jle  under  Marfhal 
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JVade^  they  gave  up  their  City  the  very  next  Day  after    Anno  174S. 

they  found  the   Rebels  v/ere  preparing  for  a  general 

AfTaultj  and  yet  that  City,   or  at  leaft  the   Caflle, 

might  certainly  have  held  out  much  longer  againft  the 

Rebels,    who  had  no  battering  Cannon    along  v^^ith 

them ;  for  a  fmall  Party  of  the  Rebels  held   out  the 

Caftle  afterwards  for  fome  Days  againft  the  Duke,  and 

would  probably  have  held  it  out  longer,  if  they  had 

not  heard  that  fome  battering  Cannon  were  upon  the 

Road  from  Iplntehaven^  to  be  employed  againft  them. 

'  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Opinion  the  People  of  Glaf- 
gow  might  have  of  the  Safety  of  the  Government,  or 
the  Event  of  the  Rebellion,  at  the  Time  the  Rebel 
Army  marched  into  England^  they  could  not  have  fuch 
Thoughts  of  either  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed 
to  reprefent ;  for  as  to  the  fmall  Number  of  that  Army, 
the  People  in  Scotland  had  from  thence  Reafon  to  fear, 
that  the  Rebels  were  well  allured  of  being  joined  by 
great  Numbers  in  England^  or  that  there  was  Trea- 
chery both  in  his  Majefty's  Councils  and  Armies  ;  for 
without  fome  fuch  well-grounded  Hopes,  no  one  could 
fuppofe,  that  Men  of  common  Senfe  would  think  of 
invading  Englmid  v/ith  an  Army  of  5  or  6000  High- 
landers. At  the  Tim.e  of  the  Revolution,  when  "it 
was  at  firfl:  faid,  that  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  to  in- 
vade England  with  an  Army  of  30,000  Men,  and 
many  of  the  then  King's  Friends  feemed  to  be  fright- 
ened at  the  News,  a  noble  Lord,  who  was  known  to  be 
a  firm  Friend,  feemed  to  make  light  of  the  News,  and 
faid,  he  apprehended  no  Danger  from  fuch  an  Army  ; 
|ut  when  it  was  afterwards  reported,  that  the  Prince 
was  to  bring  but  20,000,  he  began  to  be  afraid,  and 
when  he  heard  that  the  Prince  was  to  come  v/ith 
14,000  only,  then,  cries  he,  *'  VV'e  are  undone !"  When 
they  afked  him.  the  Reafon,  why  he  was  ^o  much  afraid 
of  14,000,  when  he  feemed  no  way  afraid  of  30,000, 
he  anfwered,  "  An  Army  of  30,000  could  not  cqnquer 
"  England'^  but  no  Man  would  come  here  v/ith  an  Army 
"  of  14,000,  if  he  was  not  fure  of  finding  a  great  m^any  ' 
*'  Traitors  amongil  ourfelves." 

'  This,  Sir,  foon  appeared  to  be  a  juft  Way  of 
thinking;  and  though  the  Event  f[iev/ed,  that  if  the 
fteb^ls  had  any  fach  Hopes,  thofe  Hopes  were  very  ill 
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Anno  174S.  grotiFxded ;  yet  this  the  People  of  Glafgow  could  not 
'  forefee;  therefore,  from  the  fmall  Number  of  the 
Rebel  Army,  they  had,  according  to  the  fame  Way  of 
thinking,  rather  Caufe  to  dread  the  Event,  than  to 
fuppofe  that  none  of  that  Army  would  ever  return  : 
Nor  could  they  fuppofe  this  from  the  Spirit  that  ap- 
peared in  England  in  favour  of  the  Government ;  for 
though  I  am  very  well  convinced,  that  this  Spirit  was 
fmcere  and  true,  yet  I  am  afraid,  that  if  the  Rebel- 
Leader  could  have  perfuaded  his  People  to  have, ven- 
tured a  Battle  againft  the  Duke  in  Stafford/hire^  or  to 
have  given  him  the  Slip,  marched  towards  London^  and 
fought  a  Battle  near  this  City,  the  Fate  of  England 
would  have  depended  upon  the  Iffue  of  that  Battle; 
for  if  they  had  obtained  a  Vidlory,  and  m.ade  them- 
felves  Mailers  of  London^  I  queftion  much  if  the  Spirit 
of  the  Populace  would  not  have  foon  taken  a  very  clif- 
ferentTurn. 

'  I  mull  therefore  conclude.  Sir,  that  when  the 
Rebel  Army  marched  to  England^  the  Pfeople  of  Glaf- 
govj  could  form  no  Judgment  with  any  Certainty,  about 
the  Event  of  fhe  Rebellion ;  and  confequently,  that 
what  they  did  aftervi^ards,  could  proceed  from  nothing 
but  their  fteady  Attachment  to  this  Government ;  and 
I  mufc  add,  that  their  Zeal  v/as  much  the  more  merito- 
rious, as  it  was  manifefted  after  they  had  feverely 
fmarted  for  it,  in  having  fuch  a  large  Sum  of  Money 
extorted  from  them  by  the  Rebels,  merely  on  Account 
of  the  Zeal  they  had  formerly  fhewn  for  fupporting  the 
Liberties  of  their  Country.  A  burnt  Child,  they  fay, 
dreads  the  Fire ;  and  if  the  People  of  Glafgow^  after 
having  fmarted  fo  fenfibly  for  their  Loyalty,  had  re- 
folved  to  lie  quiet,  and  v/ait  the  Event  of  Things, 
their  Conduit  would  have  been  excufable  :  By  holding 
inch  a  Condu6l,  they  would  have  been  confiderable 
Gainers,  even  though  we  fhould  grant  the  Money  now 
m.oved  for.  But  they  honeflly  and  bravely  refolved  not 
to  be  idle  Spe6lators  of  the  Confufions  of  their  Coun- 
try. They  refolved  to  be  a61:ive  in  putting  a  happy 
End  to  them  as  foon  as  poiTible ;  and  v/ith  this  View, 
as  foon  as  they  had  an  Opportunity,  they  put  them- 
felves  to  a  very  great  Expence. 
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^  To  fay,  Sir,  that  this  Expence  was  attended  wkh  Anno  174?. 
no  Succefs  or  EfFe<9:,  is  what  no  Man  can  fay  with 
^ny  Certainty ;  for  the  Regiment  they  raifed  and  fent 
to  Stirling^  with  two  more,  fo  efFeccually  guarded  that 
Pafs,  that  no  Reinforcement  ever  did  march  that  Way 
to  the  Rebels  ;  and  the  Regimxcnt  they  kept  at  Homie, 
very  probably  prevented  any  E.einforcement  being  fent 
by  the  Way  of  Glajgovj.  And  though  our  Arm.y  was 
unfortunate  at  the  Affai;-  of  Falkirk^  yet  if  the  Glafgow 
Regim.ent  had  not  been  there,  it  m^ight  have  been  much 
more  unfortunate,  and  the  Victory  of  the  Rebels  more 
complete  J  for  though  that  Regim.ent  was  engaged  in 
the  Action,  it  is  evident,  that  it  v/as  not  defeated  and 
difperfed,  becaufe,  if  it  had,  the  Men  v-ould  have  run 
Home,  whereas  it  retreated  in  good  Order  to  Edinburgh^ 
without  the  Lofs  of  a  Man,  except  thofe  that  were 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken  Prifoners  at  the  Battle. 

'  As  to  the  Behaviour  of  the  Northern  Counties, 
and  that  of  Newcafile  in  particular,  Comparifons  are 
odious,  Sir,  and  I  fnould  have  avoided  making  any, 
if  I  had  not  been  forced  to  it  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  laft.  i  fhall  readily  acknovv^ledge,  and 
gratefully  own  the  dutiful  Zeal  of  all  thofe  Places  for 
the  Support  of  his  Majefty's  Government ;  and  I  muft 
likewife  confefs,  that  thofe  v/ho  do  not  defire  from  the 
Public  any  Reimburfement  of  the  Expence  they  were 
at  upon  that  Occafion,  have  m.ore  Merit  than  thofe 
that  do  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  I  mufl:  obferve,  that 
before  the  Rebels  left  Edinhurgh^  all  thofe  Places  were 
fecured  againfl:  any  Vifit  from  them,  not  only  by  the  . 
flrong  Town  of  Berwick y  but  by  an  A.rmy  equal  to 
that  of  the  Rebels  encamped  near  Newcaftle^  and  com- 
manded by  one  of  the  befb  Generals  in  the  Service  ; 
whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  Glafgovj  fhewed  their  Zeal 
for  his  Majefty,  even  when  the  Rebels  were  Mafters 
of  their  Country.  And  as  to  the  Expence,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  over  and  above  the  Relief  now 
prayed  for,  that  City  v/as,  either  voluntarily,  or  by 
Compulfion,  at  a  m.uch  greater  Expence,  in  Propor- 
tion, than  any  of  the  Places  mentioned;  for,  from 
what  was  faid  by  the  Gentleman  at  your  Bar,  it  ap- 
pears, that  over  and  above  the  two  Fines  extorted  from 
.tliem  by  the  Rebels,  their  Exoence  amounted  to  above 
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Anno  1748.  Sooo/.  which  IS  greater  than  what  theTov/n  of  New-^ 
cajile  Is  faid  to  have  been  put  to  ;  and  is,  I  am  fure, 
more  in  Proportion  for  the  fingle  City  of  Glafgow 
alone,  than  30,000/.  is  for  the  whole  County  of  Tork. 
Befides,  Sir,  none  of  thofe  Places  fufFered  any  Inter- 
ruption in  their  Trade  or  Manufa6lures,  whereas  the 
Trade  and  Manufactures  of  Glafgow  were  at  a  full 
Stop,  almoft  during  the  whole  Time  of  the  Rebellion. 
To  which  I  mufb  add,  that  the  Expence  of  the  former 
was  voluntary,  whereas  a  great  Part  of  the  latter's 
Expence  was  by  Compulfion,  which  makes  a  very  great 
Difference  ;  for  People  may  generoufly  contribute  to 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Government,  as  all  thofe  Places 
did,  but  they  will  never  voluntarily  contribute  more 
than  they  can  fpare ;  whereas  a  People  may  be  forced 
to  contribute  what  would  infallibly  prove  their  Ruin, 
ihould  they  meet  with  no  Retribution  j  which  is  the 
Cafe  now  before  us. 

^  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  City  of  Carltjle^  the  Rebels 
might  perhaps  raife  the  Taxes  there,  as  they  did  in 
many  other  Places  ;  but  I  cannot  think  they  impofed 
any  Fine  upon  that  City  :  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think,  they  favoured  it,  becaufe  the  People  abfoiutely  re- 
fufed  to  fupporthisMajefty's  commanding  Officer  there 
in  making  a  ftcutRefiftance,  which  was  theCaufe  of  the 
City  and  Cable's  being  fo  foon  furrendered.  I  there- 
fore think,  we  have  no  need  to  be  afraid  of  an  Appli- 
cation for  Relief  from  any  of  thofe  Places  ;  at  leaft, 
I  am  fure,  that  if  any  fuch  Application  fhould  be 
itiade,  it  cannot  be  fo  well  fupported  as  the  Applica- 
tion now  under  our  Confideration ;  and  confequently, 
our  complying  with  this  can  be  no  Precedent  for  our 
complying  with  any  future. 

'  But  that  of  introducing  a  bad  Precedent,  is  not, 
it  feems,  Sir,  the  only  Danger  we  are  to  expofe  our- 
felves  to  by  agreeing  to  this  Motion :  We  are  befides 
threatened  wjth  the  Danger  of  exciting  a  Rebellion 
in  England,  This,  Sir,  is  fo  imaginary  a  Danger, 
that  I  cannot  think  there  is  any  one  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe  that  is  really  afraid  of  it.  If  there  (hould  be: 
no  future  Application  of  this  Kind,  we  can  be  in  no 
fuch  Danger  ;  becaufe,  no  Man  can  be  difobliged  at 
the  Parliament's  not  granting  him  Relief,  if  he  does 

not 
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not  apply  for  it  5  and  I  have  good  Reafon  to  hope,  a„„o  j_^g^ 
that  there  will  be  no  fuch  future  Application.  I  hope 
all  Gentlemen  and  Bodies  politic  in  Great-Britain 
will  follow  the  Example  of  the  City  of  Glafgow^  and 
defire  no  Relief  for  what  they  voluntarily  contributed 
towards  the  Support  of  his  Majefty's  Government, 
nor  for  what  they  fufFered  by  being  obliged  to  give 
Free-Quarters  to  the  Rebels  ;  and  if  we  have  no  Ap- 
plication upon  either  of  thefe  Heads,  I  believe,  we 
can  have  no  Application  made  to  us  upon  any  other. 
But  fuppofe  we  fhould  have  fome  Applications,  we 
Ihall  then  have  an  Opportunity  to  confider  their 
Merit;  and  if  the  Circumftances  of  the  Petitioners 
fhould  appear  to  be  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Peti- 
tioners now  before  us,  I  do  not  queftion  their  meeting 
with  the  fame  Succefs.  If  their  Circumftances  ihoul^ 
appear  to  be  different,  and  not  near  fo  meritorious, 
we  may  refufe  their  Petition  with  Safety;  becaufe, 
however  partial  they  may  be  in  their  own  Favour,  the 
reft  of  the  Nation  v/ill  judge  impartially,  and  approve 
our  Refufai ;  and  if  the  reft  of  the  Nation  approve  it, 
we  can  be  in  no  Danger  of"  its  exciting  a  Rebellion  m 
this  Part  of  the  Kingdom. 

^  Another  Danger  we  are  threatened  with  upon  this 
Occafion  is,  that  if  we  agree  to  this  Motion,  it  will 
encoura2;e  People  not  to  be  active  in  defending  them- 
felves  againft  any  future  Invafion  or  Infurred:ion,  or 
perhaps,  under  the  Pretence  of  Force,  to  contribute 
to  its  Support.  This  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  might  be  the 
Confequence  of  laying  it  down  as  a  general  Principle, 
that  all  who  fuffer  by  an  Invafion  or  Infurre6lion, 
fhall  have  their  Lofs  made  good  by  the  Public;  and 
therefore  it  Vv^ould  be  wrong  to  lay  down  fuch  a  general 
Principle.  But  if  the  laying  down  fuch  a  Principle 
would  be  wrong,  furely  it  would  be  much  more  fo,  to 
lay  the  contrary  down  as  an  unalterable  Maxim  of 
State.  It  would  be  unjuft,  as  well  as  imprudent,  to 
lay  it  dov/n  as  a  Principle,  that  thofe  who  honeftly  and 
bravely  rifle  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  in  Oppofition  to 
an  Invafion  or  Infurreclicn,  and  have  fuffered  feverely 
on  account  of  that  Oppofition,  lliould  meet  with  no 
Relief  from  the  Public,  efpecially  when  their  Prefer- 
vation  or  Ruin  depends  upon  that  Relief,  which  ap- 
pears 
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Anno  174S.  pears  to  be  the  Cafe  now  before  us.  And  if  we  con- 
W-«v«-«^  fider  this,  we  muft  allow,  that  if  we  think  of  the 
Juftice  due  to  the  public  Creditors,  or  of  relieving  our 
poor  Labourers  and  Manufafturers,  we  muft  agree  to 
this  Motion,  becaufe  the  public  Revenue  will  fuffer  a 
great  deal  more  by  the  Ruin  of  fuch  a  trading  Town 
as  GlafgoWy  than  it  can  fuffer  by  granting  the  Relief 
defired  by  the  Petitioners  for  preventing  that  Ruin. 

'  This  Relief,  Sir,  they  cannot  have  from  the  Pro- 
duce of  the  forfeited  Eftates  in  Scotland,  It  would  be 
like  prefcribing  a  Remedy  to  a  fick  Man,  which  could 
not  be  got  prepared  till  after  his  Diftemper  had  put  an 
End  to  his  Life.  It  will  be  feveral  Years  before  any 
thing  can  be  made  of  thofe  Eftates ;  and  in  the  mean 
Time,  the  City  of  Glajgow  muft  be  ruined  with  Law 
Charges,  by  their  Creditors  fuing  for  their  Money, 
which  they  will  certainly  do,  if  their  Intereft  be  not 
regularly  paid.  This  it  is  impoffible  for  the  Corpora- 
tion to  ^o  out  of  their  prefent  Income,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  fupport  their  neceffary  annual  Expence;  there- 
fore their  Ruin  muft  be  inevitable,  or  the  Relief  now 
moved  fox  muft  be  granted.' 

The  Earl  of  Egmont  fpoke  next  to  the  following 
EfFea. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Barl  of  Egmont.      '  When  I  rife  up  to  fpeak  againft  the  Motion  now 
.^  under  our  Confideration,  I  hope  I  fhall  not  be  reckon- 

ed one  of  that  Party,  who,  from  difaffedted  Views, 
may  rejoice  at  the  Motion's  being  reje61:ed.  I  never 
was  fufpe6l:ed  of  having  any  fuch  Views  :  At  leaft,  I 
am  fure,  I  never  gave  any  juft  Ground  for  fuch  a 
Sufpicion.  I  oppofe  the  granting  of  this  Money,  Sir, 
upon  a  very  different  Principle  :  I  oppofe  it,  becaufe 
I  am  very  certain,  that  whatever  the  Jacobites  in  Scot- 
land.^ from  their  narrow  Views,  may  think,  every  wife 
Jacobite  in  this  Part  of  the  united  Kingdom  will  re- 
joice at  its  being  granted  ;  for,  as  there  are  many  pri- 
vate Gentlemen,  as  well  as  public  Societies,  in  Eng- 
land^ who  have  as  good  a  Right  as  the  City  o^  Glaf- 
gow^  to  have  their  Lofles,  or  a  Part  of  their  Loffes  by 
the  Rebellion,  made  good  by  the  Public,  the  Confe- 
<|uence  of  fuch  a  Grant  may  probably  be  a  general 
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Difcontent  or  Difaffedion  in  England.  We  may  not,  Anno  1748. 
perhaps,  be  troubled  with  many  of  their  Applications, 
becaufe,  as  Matters  ftand  at  prefent,  no  Man  of  Senfe 
will  be  at  the  Trouble  ,or  Expence  of  applying  to  Par- 
liament for  any  Money,  till  he  has  previouily  engaged 
the  Minifters  to  be  of  his  Party;  and  it  will  be  im- 
poffible  for  the  Minifters  to  comply  with,  or  promife 
their  Countenance  to  every  fuch  Application  that  may 
be  made  to  them  ;  which  may  raife,  as  I  have  faid,  a 
general  DifafFedtion  in  this  Part  of  the  united  King- 
dom ;  fox  every  Gentleman,  and  every  Society,  Vv^hofe 
Suit  is  refufed,  will  think  he  had  as  good  a  Right  to 
Relief  as  the  City  of  Glafgow^  and  v/ill  of  courfe 
complain;  and  we  know  how  apt  our  Coimtrym.en  are 
to  adopt  the  Complaints  of  one  another,  even  fome- 
tim.es  when  there  is  no  juPi  Foundation  for  the  Com- 
plaint. 

^  For  this  Reafon,  I  fay,  Sir,  that  there  is  not  a 
fenfible  Jacobite  in  England  that  will  not  rejoice  at  this 
Money's  being  granted  ;  becaufe,  the  Confequence 
m^uft  be,  that  it  will  either  load  the  Public  with  an 
Expence  it  cannot  fupport,  or  it  will  load  our  efta- 
bliflied  Government  with  a  popular  Odium,  that  may 
prove  its  Overthrow.  If  then,  every  fenfible  Jacobite 
muft  h^ive  Reafon  to  rejoice  at  this  Money's  being 
granted,  I  am  fure,  every  fenfible  and  true  Friend  to 
his  Majefty  muft  have  good  Reafon  to  give  his  Nega- 
tive to  the  Motion :  And  v/hat  ihould  induce  us  to  agree 
to  a  Motion  Vv^hich  may^  I  think,  nay,  certainly  will, 
be  of  the  m^oft  dangerous  Confequence  to  our  prefent 
happy  Eilablifnment,  I  cannot  comprehend  ;  for  either 
the  City  of  Glafgow  deferves  in  a  particular  Manner 
this  Relief,  or  it  does  not.  If  that  Cit^^  does  not 
particularly  deferve  the  Relief  propofed,  furely  it 
ought  not  to  be  granted;  and  if  it  does  in  a  particular 
Manner  defer\^e  fuch  Relief,  I  fhall  fhew,  that  there 
are  fev^ral  other  and  lefs  dangerous  ways,  by  v/hich  a 
proper  Relief  m^ay  be  granted. 

'  I  mull,  indeed,  think  it  flrange,  Sir,  that  the 
City  of  GlafgGVj  iliould  never  apply  for  any  Relief  till 
the  Month  of  'January  or  February  lail ;  and  I  mufr 
think    it   ftill  •  more  fcrange,    that  their  Aoplication 
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Anno  1748.  that  City  be  fuch  as  deferves  Compaffion,  the  Crown 
is  provided  with  a  proper  and  a  fufHcient  Fund  for 
that  Purpofe  ;  and  might  have  privately  granted  fuch 
a  Relief  as  Compaffion  required,  without  exciting  any 
other  Perfon  or  Corporation  to  apply  for  the  fame. 
But  to  enquire  more  narrowly  into  the  Cafe,  now  it  is 
brought  before  us  ;  if  any  one  be  of  Opinion  that  the 
City  of  Glafgoiv  deferves  the  Relief  moved  for,  that 
>  Opinion  muft  be  founded  upon  Juflice,  Compaffion, 
or  Gratitude.  As  to  Juftice,  Sir,  have  not  many 
other  Places  as  juft  a  Claim  for  Relief  as  the  City  of 
Glafgoiu  F  To  mention  only  the  Town  and  Neigh- 
bourhood of  Derby  :  It  is  very  well  known,  that  many 
Gentlemen  in  that  Town  and  Neighbourhood,  fub- 
fcribed  and  contributed  largp  Sums  of  Money  for  the 
Support  of  the  Government:  foon  after  the  Rebellion 
broke  out :  When  the  Rebels  came  there,  fome  trea- 
cherous Jacobite  furnijQied  them  with  a  Lift  of  the 
Subfcribers,  and  they  made  every  Subfcriber  pay  to 
them  the  Money  he  had  fubfcribed  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Government.  Befides,  Sir,  if  the  People  of  Glafgow 
contributed  more,  or  fufFered  more,  than  other  Places, 
they  had  ftronger  Reafons  for  it  than  any  other  Part 
of  the  Kingdom ;  becaufe  they  were  more  than  any 
other  interefted  in  having  the  Rebellion  defeated.  All 
their  Riches  flow  from  the  Union  :  It  was  the  Union 
that  opened  a  Trade  for  them  to  the  Wejl-Indles^  and 
to  feveral  other  Parts  of  the  World,  by  which  they 
have  become  a  rich  and  flourifhing  People.  Had  the 
Rebels  fucceeded,  this  Source  of  Riches  would  have 
been  fliut  up  from  them,  becaufe  every  one  knows, 
that  the  Diflblution  of  the  Union  was  the  Principle 
upon  which  the  Rebellion  was  founded;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, the  only  Principle  which  they  openly  and  fin- 
cereiy  declared.  If  then  the  City  of  Glafgoiu  had 
ftronger  Reafons  for  affifting  in  the  Difappointment  of 
the  Rebellion,  than  any  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  lefs  Reafon,  and,  confequcntly,  the  lefs  Juftice 
have  they  to  demand  Reftitution  from  the  Public, 
cither  as  to  what  they  expended  or  fuffered  by  that  af- 
fiftance. 

'  There  is  really,  Sir,  fo  little  Juftice  in  their  Cafe, 
that,  in  my  Opinion,  Juftice  lies  whollv  oii  the  other 
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Side.     The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  acknow-  Anno  1748. 

iedged,  that  thofewho  contributed,  or  fuffered  during 

the  Rebellion,  and  defired  no  Relief  from  the  Public, 

had   more  Merit  than  thofe  that  did  :  What  are  we 

then  to  do  ?  We  are  to  load  thofe  who  are  allowed  to 

have  the  greateft  Merit,  for  relieving  thofe  who  have 

the  leaft ;  for  of  all  others,  thofe  who  firil:  pave  the 

Vv'ay  towards  afking  Relief  from  the  Public,    have 

certainly  the  leall:  Merit  to  plead  with  the  Public  for 

granting  that  Relief. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  Compailion  3  can  it  be 
pretended,  that  the  populous,  the  rich,  and  the  flou- 
rifhing  City  of  Glafgow^  has  any  Claim  to  the  Com- 
paffion  of  the  Public  ?  But  the  other  Day  we  were 
told  by  a  very  fenfible  Man  at  our  Bar,  and  a  Man  of 
great  Experience  in  Trade,  that  he  believed  the  City 
of  Glafgow  would  in  a  few  Years  run  away  with  the 
whole  Trade  of  England.  Can  the  People  of  fuch  a 
City  have  any  Claim  to  Compallion  ?  The  Corpora- 
tion may,  perhaps,  be  unable  to  difcharge  the  Debt  it 
has  contrafted  ,  but  the  Citizens,  the  Members  of  the 
Corporation,  are  fufficiently  able  to  pay  off  that  Debt, 
were  it  much  larger  than  it  is.  Surely,  if  a  Corpora- 
tion runs  itfelf  in  Debt  for  the  Benefit  of  its  iVlem- 
bers,  its  moft  natural  Recourfe  is  to  its  Members. 
Let  us  therefore  enable  the  Magiftrates,  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  to  raife  Money  upon  the  Inhabitants  for 
difcharging  this  Debt.  This,  I  fay,  we  ought  to  do, 
if  there  were  no  other  Way  for  enabling  the  Cor- 
poration to  difcharge  this  Debt ;  but  the  Crown 
has  now  in  its  PoUeflion  a  Fund  for  this  Purpofe. 
The  Eftates  in  Scotland^  which  have  become  forfeited 
by  the  late  Rebellion,  are  now  in  the  Poffeffion  of  the 
Crown,  and  conftitute  the  moll  proper  Fund  for  grant- 
ing Relief  to  the  City  of  Glafgozu.  Some  of  thofe 
Eftates  may,  perhaps,  lie  in  its  Neighbourhood,  or 
not  far  diirant :  If  a  fufHcient  Quantity  of  thofe 
Eftates  fnould  be  granted  to  that  City  for  enabling  it 
to  difcharge  the  Debt  it  has  contracted,  this  would  be 
a  Relief  to  the  Corporation,  and  an  Advantage  to  the 
Public;  becaufe,  if  fuch  an  induftrious  People v/ere  in 
PoiTeilion  of  thofe  Eftates,  they  would  foon  improve 
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Anno  1748.  them,  by  eftablidiing  Manufadures  and  Fifheriesj  in 
thofe  wild  Places  of  Scotland,  where  nothing  of  the 
like  Nature  was  ever  thought  of;  and  this  would  not 
only  increafe  the  national  Stock,  but  would  be  the 
beft  Method  we  could  take  for  preventing  any  future 
Rebellion  in  that  Country, 

'  Thus,  Sir,  if  it  iliould  be  granted,  that  the  Cor- 
poration of  Glafgow  is  from  Compailion  intitled  to 
Relief,  there  is  no  Occafion  for  loading  the  public 
Revenue,  already  over-loaded,  with  that  Relief.  The 
forfeited  Eftates  are  certainly  the  moll  proper  Fund 
for  the  Purpofe ;  and  if  that  Fund  fhould  prove  in- 
fufficient,  the  Inhabitants  of  Glafgow  are  the  only 
People  that  ihould  be  loaded  with  a  Debt  contracted 
by  their  ov/n  Corporation  for  their  Benefit.  Why 
fhould  the  Public  take  this  Load  off  of  their  Should- 
ers ?  I  have  fliewn,  that  the  Public  is  no  way  in  Juf- 
tice,  or  from  QompafEon,  bound  to  do  fo.  Let  us  next 
confider,  if  from  Gratitude  the  Public  be  bound  to  do 
fo.  I  ihall  grant,  -  Sir,  that  we  are  all  very  much 
obliged  to  the  People  of  Glafgoiu  for  their  fteady  Loy- 
alty and  zealous  Behaviour  during  the  late  Rebellion, 
But  we  are  not  equally  obliged  to  many  other  Places 
in  Scotland  J  and  to  moil  Fart  of  England^  upon  the 
fame  Account  ?  And  Parts  too,  which  bad  no  parti- 
cular Interefl  in  having  the  Rebellion  defeated,  which 
was,  as  I  have  foevN^n,  very  far  from  being  the  Cafe  of 
jGhfgow,  However,  I  fliall  abvvays  be  for  the  Public's 
acknowledging  its  Gratitude  to  Glafgozv^  as  well  as  to 
every  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom  that  gave  Proofs  of 
their  firm  Attachment  to  the  Government  upon  that 
Occafion.  But  to  acknowledge  a  Debt  of  Gratitude, 
and  to  pay  it,  are  furely  very  different.  I  may  ac- 
knowledge the  Debt,  though  I  may  never  "be  able  to 
pay  it.  This  is  the  very  Cafe  with  regard  to  the  Pub- 
lic :  We  may  acknowledge  our  Gratitude  5  but  it  is 
impoilible  for  the  Public  to  m^ake  good  to  every  Man 
what  he  contributed  and  fuffered  upon  that  Occafion; 
and  vv^hy  we  fhould  do  it  to  Glafgow^  ratlier  than  any 
other,  1  can  fee  no  Reafon. 

*  Upon  the  whole,    Sir,    I   mufi:  conclude,    that 

every,  private  Man   in  the  Kingdom,    who  fuffercd 
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by  the  late  Rebellion,  is  in  Juftice  as  much  intltied  Anno  1748. 
to  Relief  from  the  Public,  as  the  People  of  Glaf- 
gow ;  in  Compaffion,  a  great  many  are  more,  and 
in  Gratitude,  they  no  more  than  others.  But  why 
Gratitude  fhould  have  fo  much  Weight  in  their 
Cafe,  and  in  other  Cafes  fhould  never  be  once  thought 
of,  is  what  I  cannot  account  for.  A  Noble  Lord, 
who  has  as  much  Family  as  well  as  perfonal  Merit  to 
plead,  as  any  Corporation  in  the  Kingdom  :  A  Lord, 
whofe  Family  declared  early  in  favour  of  the  Revolu- 
tion :  A  Lord,  whofe  Family  were  a<^ive,  and  ditt 
great  Service  to  the  Government  againft  the  Rebellion 
in  1 7 15  :  And  a  Lord,  v/ho  was  himfelf  very  adlive 
againft  the  laft  Rebellion,  and  whofe  People  were,  I  may 
fay,  one  of  the  chief  Caufes  of  our  Vi6lory  at  Culloden  : 
This  noble  Lord,  I  (^.J^  Sir,  inftead  of  meeting  with 
any  Gratitude  from  the  Public,  has  been  deprived  of 
his  Seat  in  the  other  Houfe,  and  turned  out  of  a  very 
lucrative  Poft  in  the  Government,  for  no  Reafon 
that  was  ever  owned,  though  it  is  no  way  difficult  to 
guefs  at  it.  A  General,  who  at  the  Head  of  one 
Squadron  of  Dragoons,  bravely,  and  with  Succefs,  at- 
tacked a  whole  Body  of  the  Rebels,  has  met  with  the 
iitmoft  Ingratitude.  A  Gentleman,  who,  as  High- 
Sheriff  of  his  County,  at  the  Time  of  the  Rebellion, 
had  a6^ed  with  great  Zeal  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment, has  been  treated  in  much  the  fame  Manner,  hi 
Ihort,  Sir,  we  muft  not  talk  of  the  Gratitude  of  the 
Public  towards  thofewho  gave  Proofs  of  their  Loyalty 
during  the  Rebellion,  for  no  one  Inftance  of  it  can  be 
fhewn,  which  did  not  appear  to  proceed  from  Motives 
of  a  perfonal  and  private  Nature ;  and  if  there  were  no 
fuch  Motives  in  the  Cafe  nov/  before  us,  I  believe  we 
ihould  not  have  been  troubled  with  this  Petition. 

'  But  fuppofmg,  Sir,  that  the  Cafe  now  before  us  is 
Tupported  by  no  fuch  Motives ;  fuppofmg  likewife^ 
that  the  Corporation  of  Glajgovj  wqiQ  really  in  Juftice, 
Compaffion  and  Gratitude,  intitledto  the  Relief  moved 
for ;  and  alfo  fuppofmg  that  no  other  Method  could 
be  found  for  procuring  them  Relief  j  yet,  after  all 
thefe  Suppofitions,  we  cannot  agree  to  the  Motion, 
now  made  to  us,  becaufe  the  Affair  has  not  regularly, 
aad  in  a  parliamentary  Manner,  been  brought  before 
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Auno  X74S.    the  Houfe.     The  Petition  fhould  regularly  have  been 
referred  either  to  a  private  Committee,  or  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Houfe,    and  a  proper  Day  ap- 
pointed for  taking  it  into  Confideration,  that  thofe 
who  thought  themfelves  interefted,  might  have  had  an 
Opportunity  to  oppofe  it,  and  that  we  might  have  had 
an  Opportunity  to  have  enquired,  not  only  into  the 
Veracity  of  the  Fa(R:s,  but  into  the  Circumftances  of 
the  People  and  Corporation  of  Glafgow :  If  this  Me- 
thod had  been  taken,  I  do  not  doubt  of  our  having 
had  feveral  other  Petitions  of  the  fame  Nature,    from 
whence  we  might  have  judged  with  fome  Certainty  of 
the  Confequences  :    Thofe  who  thought  themfelves 
interefted    againfi:   granting    the    Relief    prayed    for, 
would  have  had  an  Opportunity  to  be  heard  by  them- 
felves or  Counfel ;   and  if  the  City  of  Glafgow  had 
fhewn,  that  they  were  either  from  Juftice,  Compaf- 
fion,  or  Gratitude,  more  particularly  intitled  to  Re- 
lief than  any  other,  the  Committee  would,  without 
doubt,  have  come  to  fuch  a  Refolution  as  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  in  cafe  no  other  Method  could  have  been  pointed 
out  for  giving  them  Relief.     The  Refolution  of  that 
Committee,  if  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  upon  the  Re- 
port, would  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  where  we  fhould  again  have  had  an  Oppor- 
tunity to  have  confidered   the  Queftion.     Thus  we 
fhould  have  proceeded  deliberately  with  our  Eyes  open, 
and  with  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  what  we  were 
about ;  but  in  the  Manner  now  propofed,  we  are  pro- 
ceeding raihly  and  in  the  dark,  and  are  going  to  deter- 
mine without  hearing  but  one  Side  of  the  Queftion. 
Nay,  for  what  v/e  know  ^\t  prefent,  we  are  going  to 
load  the  Poor  for  the  Sake  of  relieving  the    Rich. 
This,  I  fhall  grant,   is  no  new  Thing  with  us.     We 
did   fo  but  laft  Year,  when  we  continued  the  Tax 
upon  Coals,  fo  necelTary  for  the  Support  of  the  Poor, 
for  the  Sake  of  relieving  the  rich  and  opulent  City  of 
London.     But   I  fiiail  never  ceafe  oppofmg  fuch   de- 
ftru6live  and  uncharitable  Methods,  however  unfuc- 
cefsful  I  may  be  in  any  fuch  Oppofition  ;  and  when  I 
fee  the  Rules  of  Parliament  broke  through,  in  order 
to  get  fuch  Methods  eftabliflied  v/ith  the  greater  Eafe, 
I  cannot  help  being  warm  in  mv  Oppofition. 

4  •'  «  This, 
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*  This,  Sir,  I  greatly  fufpedl  to  be  the  Cafe  \vith    Anno  1748; 
regard  to  the  Motion  now  under  Confideration  ;  and  <  ■■    i-,^!-    xJ 
theivfore  I    muft  conclude   with    moving,    that   the 
Chairman  do  leave  the  Chair.' 

This  Noble  Lord  was  anfwered  by  the  Right  Hon, 
Henry  Pelhain^  who  fpoke  to  this  EiFe^b. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

'  The  Noble  Lord's  Objeftion  to  oiir  Method  ofRt.  Hon.  Henry 
Proceeding  feems  to  be  a  little  too  late;  for,  in  myPelham. 
Opinion,  it  ought  to  have  been  ftarted  when  the  Mo- 
tion was  made  for  referring  the  Glafgow  Petition  to  this 
Committee,  or,  at  leaft,  before  the  Committee  had 
been  at  the  Trouble  to  examine  any  Witnefs  for 
proving  the  Fa6i:s  fet  forth  in  the  Petition.  Whether 
its  being  negleiled  at  both  thefe  Times,  proceeded 
from  an  Overfight,  or  from  a  Suppofition  that  the 
Fa61:s  could  not  have  been  fo  diftiniliiy  and  fo  incon- 
teftably  proved,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  \  but 
now  it  is  made,  I  ihall  beg  Leave  to  fhev/,  that  it 
ought  to  have  no  Weight.  I  do  not  remember  whe- 
ther the  Noble  Lord  was  prefent  when  it  was  moved 
to  refer  this  Petition  to  the  Committee  of  Supply; 
but  if  he  was,  he  certainly  heard  the  Reafons  which 
the  Hon.  Gentlem.an  gave  for  the  Motion  he  made; 
and  they  were  fuch  Reafons  as  no  one  attempted  at 
that  Time  to  ani\ver  or  refute.  When  a  Petition  con- 
tains a  great  many  Facts  of  a  dubious  Nature,  fo  that 
a  Multitude  of  WitnefTes  mufi:  be  examined,  and  a 
long  Scrutiny  made,  before  the  Truth  of  thofe  Fa<Sls 
can  be  eftablifhed,  it  becomes  necelTary  to  refer  that 
Petition  to  a  particular  Committee  ;  but  when  a  Peti- 
tion contains  no  Fa6ls  but  fuch  as  are  notorioufly 
known,  when  no  one  Fact  is  doubted,  nor  the  Exa- 
mination of  any  one  Witnefs  neceffary,  unlefs  it  be 
for  Form's  Sake,  to  what  Purpofe  would  you  refer 
fuch  a  Petition  to  a  particular  Committee  ?  I  mufI:  ap- 
peal to  Gentlemen,  if  it  would  not  appear  ridiculous 
to  fee  upon  our  Journals  or  Votes,  a  formal  Order  for 
referring  a  Petition  to  the  Confideration  of  a  Com- 
mittee, and  that  they  do  examine  the  Matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  fam.e,  as  it  ihall  appear  to  them,  to  the 
Houfe  ;  and  impowering  that  Committee  to  fend  for 
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Anno  174S.  Perfons,  Papers  and  Records  :  I  fay,  would  not  fucb 
an  Order  appear  ridiculous,  when  the  Petition  con- 
tained no  one  Allegation  that  could  be  doubted  of-  hf 
any  Man  in  the  Kingdom  ? 

'  Another  Reafon,  Sir,  for  referring  a  Petition  to 
z  particular  Committee,  is,  when  fome  other  particu- 
lar Perfon  or  Body  politic  may  poffibly  be  injured  by 
what  may  be  done  by  Confequence  of  that  Petition* 
Can  any  fuch  Thing  be  fuggefted  or  fuppofed  with 
regard  to  this  Petition  ?  The  whole  Nation  has  indeed 
a  Concern  in  all  Grants  of  public  Money ;  but  no 
particular  Man,  or  Body  of  Men,  can  have  a  Right 
to  oppofe  any  fuch  Grant,  much  lefs  to  be  heard  by 
themfelves  or  Counfel  againft  it.  This  Houfe,  and 
this  Houfe  alone,  has  the  Right  to  determine  what 
Money  fhall  be  raifed,  and  how  that  Money  is  to  be 
applied.  No  Man,  nor  Body  of  Men,  could  be  parti- 
cularly injured,  or  have  a  particular  Concern  in  any 
thing  that  was  to  be  done  in  Confequence  of  this  Pe- 
tition ;  and  therefore  no  Reafon  could  be  affigned  for 
our  giving  ourfelves  the  Trouble  to  refer  it  to  a  parti- 
cular Committee,  or  to  any  other  Committee  but  that 
to  v/hich  it  is  referred.  The  Fads,  if  they  had  not 
been  notorious,  have  been  as  fully  proved  as  they  could* 
have  been  before  a  particular  Committee ;  and  if  any 
other  Perfon  or  Body  corporate  of  this  Kingdom  has  a 
Claim  of  the  fame  Nature,  and  a  Claim  equally  fup- 
ported,  they  may  apply  by  Petition  ;  but  I  am  not  at 
all  afraid  of  a  Multitude  of  fuch  Applications,  or  of  at- 
Load  being  thereby  brought  upon  the  Public,  which  it 
is  not  able  to  fupport,  becaufe  I  ^m  fully  convinced, 
that  no  fuch  Claim  can  be  equally  fupported  :  On  the 
contrary,  I  believe,  that  the  Modefty  of  this  Claim,  and 
the  Oppofition  that  has  been  made  to  it,-will  be  an  ef- 
fectual Bar  to  any  future  Claim  of  the  fame  Nature. 

'  I  fliall  grant.  Sir,  that  in  Time  of  Wars  and 
Rebellions,  every  Part,  and  every  Perfon  in  the  King- 
dom, muft  fubmit  to  the  Fate  of  War,  and  bear  the 
particular  Lofles  or  Expences  thereby  occafioned. 
This  1  fhall  admit  to  be  a  general  Rule  -,  butftill,  frora 
this  Rule  there  mull:  be  at  all  Times  fome  Exceptions^ 
efpecially  when  they  are  fuch  as  are  founded  not  only 
upon  common  Juftice,  but  upon  Gratitude  and  Com- 
5  paflioa^ 
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|)afIion,  which  I  fiiall  fhew  to  be  the  Cafe  now  con-  Anno  1748. 
tended  for.  That  every  Man,  or  Society,  that  fufFers 
by,  or  is  at  an  Expence  in  defeating  a  Rebellion, 
fhould  have  their  Lofs  or  Expence  made  good  by  the 
Public,  has  been  allowed  to  be  common  Juftice ;  but 
when  that  Lofs  or  Expence  is  not  very  extraordinary, 
or  more  than  the  Perfon  or  Society  can  bear,  common 
Juftice  muft  give  Way  to  common  Good,  and  every 
Perfon  or  Society  is  left  to  bear  the  Lofs  or  Expence 
he  has  been  put  to.  Whereas,  v/hen  the  Lofs  or  Ex- 
pence  is  very  extraordinary,  or  more  than  the  Perfon 
or  Society  can  bear,  fome  Part  of  it  at  leafi  ought  to 
be  miade  good  by  the  Public;  becaufe  common  Juftice 
inay  be  fo  far  anfwered,  without  incroaching  upon 
common  Good,  or  fubjecling  the  Public  to  innume- 
rable Demands. 

'  Now,  Sir,  it  v/ill,  I  believe,  be  granted,  that 
both  the  Lofs  and  the  Expence  of  the  City  of  Glaf- 
gow  were  very  extraordinary,  and  much  more  in  Pro- 
portion than  any  other  Part  of  the  Kingdom  fufFered, 
or  was  put  to ;  therefore  they  are  not  only  in  common  - 
Juftice  intitled  to  have  fome  Part  of  their  Lofs,  at  leaft, 
made  good  by  the  Public,  but  v/ith  refpecl  to  them 
common  Juftice  cannot  interfere  with  common  Good ; 
and  to  pretend  that  the  People  of  that  City  were  more 
than  any  other  interefted  in  defeating  the  P.ebellion, 
is  a  Pretence  founded  upon  a  very  fallacious  Suppou- 
tion.  The  DiiTolution  of  the  Union  was,  I  know, 
one  of  the  Principles  on  which  the  P^ebellion  was 
founded  ;  but,  had  the  Rebellion  fucceeded,  and  the 
Union  been  difTolvedi,  will  any  Man  fuppofe,  that  the 
City  of  Glafgow^  or  any  other  Cit)^  in  Scotlajid^  would 
have  been  excluded  from  the  Benefit  of  a  free  Trade 
to  our  Plantations  in  America?  Do  not  we  know,  that 
the  People  of  Scotland^  before  the  Union,  always  in- 
fifted,  that  the  Trade  to  his  Majefty's  Colonies  fhould 
be  open  to  all  his  Majefty's  Subje6i:s,  efpecially  as  all 
thofe  Colonies  had  been  fettled  ftnce  the  Union  of  the 
Crowns,  and  very  much  improved  by  People's  going 
thither  from  Scotland  as  well  as  England?  If  the  Re- 
bellion had  fucceeded,  can  we  think  that  an  EngUp 
Parliament,  chofen  by  the  Pretender's  Influence,  v/ould 
not  have  confirmed  and  eftablifhed  this  Principle  ?  And 
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Anno  174?.  therefore  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  Trade  of  the 
City  of  Glafgow  would  have  fuffered  by  the  Succefs  of 
the  Rebellion  :  On  the  contrary,  it  might  perhaps 
have  been  improved  ;  becaufe  our  Eaji- India  Company 
would  probably  have  been  diffolved  y  and  thereby  that 
City  might  perhaps  have  got  a  free  Trade  to  the  EaJ}, 
as  well  as  the  Weji-Indtes :  Confequently  we  muft  con- 
clude, that  with  regard  to  the  Continuance  or  Im- 
provement of  their  Trade,  the  People  of  Glafgow 
were  more  interefted  in  the  Succefs  than  in  the  Defeat 
of  the  Rebellion;  and  that  they  were  induced  to  a(3: 
contrary  to  their  Intereft,  by  a  laudable  Zeal  for  the 
Religion  and  Liberties  of  their  Country,  and  a  fteady 
Attachment  to  the  illuftrious  Family  now  upon  our 
Throne ;  v^^hich,  according  to  the  Noble  Lord's  own 
Principle,  muft  add  greatly  to  the  Juftice  and  Merit  of 
their  Caufe. 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  I  have  now  fully  eftablifhed,  not 
only  the  Juftice  of  the  City  of  Glafgowh  Claim,  but, 
that  this  Juftice  is  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
Good;  and  that  it  fhould  be  complied  with  out  of 
Compaffion,  the  Witnefs  at  your  Bar  has  fully  proved  5 
for  he  has  fhewn,  that  the  City  muft  be  ruined,  if  the 
Relief  now  propofed  be  not  granted.  The'  Noble 
Lord  fays,  this  Relief  may  be  raifed  by  ASt  of  Par- 
liament upon  the  Inhabitants,  for  whofe  Sake  the  Debt 
was  contra(5led.  This,  inftead  of  Compaffion,  would 
be  Cruelty :  It  v/ould  be  adding  Affliftion  to  the  Af- 
flicted. The  Inhabitants  of  that  City  have  already 
fuffered  greatly  by  the  Interruption  of  their  Trade,  by 
the  Rebel  Army's  living  upon  them  at  Free-Quarters 
for  fo  many  Days,  and  by  feveral  other  Accidents  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  Rebellion  ;  and  would  you  add  to 
thefe  Lolles  a  new  and  a  heavy  Tax  for  replacing  that 
Money  which  was  extorted  by  the  Rebels  from  that 
City,,  on  account  of  the  Loyalty  of  its  Magiftrates 
and  People  towards  their  rightful  Sovereign  ?  This,  I 
am  fure,  w^ould  not  be  a<Sl:ing  towards  a  Corporation 
in  Scotland,  with  the  fame  Compaffion  you  afted  fome 
Years  ftnce  towards  a  Corporation  in  England.  When 
I  fay  this,  every  Gentleman  will  fuppofe,  I  mean  the 
South-Sea  Company.  By  their  Scheme  in  the  Year 
1720,  they  flood  indebted  to  the  Public  in  more  than 
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the  Sum  oi /even  Millions  Sterling*,  every  Shilling  of  Anno  174S, 
which  was  afterwards  given  up  to  them,  out  of  Com- 
paffion,  when  their  Scheme  was  defeated,  and  great 
Misfortunes  thereby  brought  upon  the  Nation  as  well 
as  themfelves.  Will  you  then  refufe  to  grant  7000  /. 
out  of  Compaifion  to  the  City  of  Glafgow,  when 
from  this  fmgle  Motive  you  fo  lately  granted  feven 
Millions  to  the  South-Sea  Company  ?  I  fay,  7000  /.  be- 
caufe  the  Magiftrates  of  that  City  faved  the  Public 
3000/.  when  by  their  Addrefs  they  prevented  the 
Rebels  from  levying  the  Land-Tax.  With  refpedl  to 
the  South-Sea  Company,  it  might  have  been  faid,  that 
tho.  feven  Millions  due  by  that  Company  to  the  Public, 
might  be  raifed  by  a  Tax  upon  the  Proprietors,  who 
were  certainly  much  richer  than  the  Inhabitants  of 
Glafgow;  and,  I  am  fure,  much  lefs  deferving  the 
Compaffion  of  the  Public ;  for  the  Proprietors  of  the 
South-Sea  Stock  had,  by  their  own  Conduct,  drawn 
that  Misfortune  upon  themfelves  as  well  as  their  Coun- 
try; whereas  the  Rebellion  was  fo  far  from  being 
occafioned  by  the  Conduft  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Glaf- 
goiv^  that  they  had  ahvays  endeavoured,  as  much  as 
they  could,  to  prevent  any  fuch  Misfortune. 

'  In  fhort.  Sir,  the  Public  has  often  granted,  and 
muft  often  grant.  Relief  to  fuch  as  become  Objedls  of 
Compaffion.  If  a  General-Receiver  for  any  County 
fhould  be  robbed  of  a  large  Sum  of  the  public  Money, 
every  one  knows,  that  he  and  his  Securities  would  by 
Law  be  obliged  to  make  it  good  to  the  Public ;  but  if 
he  could  be  accufed  of  no  Fault  or  Negle6l,  would  it 
not  be  cruel  to  ruin  him  and  his  Family,  and  perhaps 
his  Securities  too,  rather  than  refolve  to  make  it  good 
out  of  the  next  Supplies  granted  by  Parliament  ?  I 
ihall  admit,  that  in  our  prefent  Circumftances,  we 
muft  be  more  cautious  of  doing  A<5i:s  of  Charity  and 
Compaffion  than  there  would  be  occafion  for,  if  no 
Part  of  the  public  Revenue  were  mortgaged  for  Debts 
formerly  contra6led ;  but  without  any  new  Tax,  we 
have  now  a  Fund  for  difcharging  a  Part  of  that  Debt 
yearly,  and  that  Fund  will,  I  hope,  in  a  very  little 
Time,  be  vaftly  increafed ;  confequently,  the  Public 
is  far  from  being  in  fuch  unhappy  Circumftances  as 
the  Corporation  of  GlafzovJ  was  reduced  to  by  the  laft 
•^0.3  Rebel- 
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Anno  174S.  Rebellion  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  his^  Ma- 
'  jefty  can  grant  that  Corporation  any  Relief  out  of  his 
Civil  Lift.  The  necelTary  Demands  upon  that  Reve- 
nue are  fo  great,  that  his  Majefty  has  not,  in  Pro- 
portion to  his  Rank  and  Dignity,  near  fo  much  to 
fpare  for  A6is  of  Generofity  and  Charity,  as  many 
iioble  and  rich  Commoners  in  this  Kingdom.  Befides, 
do  Gentlemen  imagine,  that  the  Civil  I/ift  did  not 
fuiTer  by  the  late  Rebellion  ?  Do  not  we  know,  that 
niany  of  the  Branches  of  that  Revenue  were  ^ery 
much  interrupted ;  and  moreover,  that  it  was  put  to  a 
very  great  Expence  in  carrying  on  the  neceffary  Trials, 
and  many  other  incidental  Charges  brought  upon  it 
by  the  Rebellion  ?  I  do  take  upon  me  to  aver,  that  the 
Civil  Lift  Revenue  has  for  fome  Years  been  managed 
with  the  utmoft  CEconomy.  Of  this  I  am  fo  confi- 
dent, that  I  ftiould  no  way  dread  the  moft  ftri6t  En- 
quiry :  Whatever  might  be  the  Confequence  thereof, 
I  fhould  at  leaft  be  Satisfied  in  my  own  Confcience, 
that  I  had  done  my  Duty.  Nay,  if  I  had  advifed 
granting  this  very  Article,  I  ftiould  not  have  thought 
that  I  had  exceeded  my  Duty,  provided  it  could  have 
been  fpared  from  other  and  more  neceifary  Services  ; 
though  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  I  am  very  fure,  that  it  would 
have  been  made  a  Matter  of  Clamour  by  all  thofe  who 
oppofe  this  Motion.  But  as  fuch  a  Sum  could  not  be 
fpared  from  the  Civil  Lift,  and  as  I -think  it  due,  in 
CompaiKon  as  well  as  Juftice,  to  the  City  of  Glafgow^ 
I  fhall  therefore  be  for  its  being  granted  by  the  Public. 
*  Sir,  I  think  the  Sum  move<l  for  due  to  that  City, 
not  only  in  Juftice  and  Compaffion,  but  alfo  in  Gra- 
titude for  their  general  Behaviour  ever  fmce  the  Revo- 
lution, and  in  particular,  for  their  Behaviour  during 
the  late  Rebellion,  which  is  the  more  meritorious,  a& 
they  were  more  expofed  to  the  Fury  of  the  Rebels, 
^ndmore  fubjcft  to  be  influenced  by  difaffe6ted  Princi- 
ples, by  being  fituated  in  a  Country  where  the  Rebelq 
were  for  fome  Time  abfolute  M afters,  and  where  fuch 
Principles  have  always  been  more  openly  avowed  than 
^ny  where  in  England.  When  I  confider  this,.  Sir,  I 
am  really  furprized  to  hear  any  Gentleman,  that  op- 
pofes  this  Motion,  talk  of  the  Ingratitude  of  the  Go- 
yernment  towards  any  one  Vv^ho  manifefted  his  Loyalty 
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■upon  the  Is-te  Occafion.  I  know  of  no  fuch  IngratI-  Anno  1748. 
tude ;  for  as  to  Pofts  and  Employments  in  the  Govern- 
ment's Service,  the  Crown  is  the  only  Judge  who  are 
the  moll  deferving,  and  may  have  good  Reafons  for 
conferring  as  well  as  depriving  Gentlemen  of  fuch, 
though  thofe  Reafons  are  not  always  fuch  as  either 
can,  or  ought  to  be  made  public,  which  the  Noble 
Lord  will  foon  become  feniible  of,  ftiould  he  ever 
have  the  Honour  to  be  a  Servant  to  the  Crown.  A 
private  Perfon  v/ho  ferved  the  Crown  during  the  late 
Rebellion,  may  have  forfeited  all  Claim  to  Gratitude, 
by  his  Behaviour  fmce  that  Time,  or  he  may  have 
been  before  rewarded  for  all  the  Service  he  did,  or 
could  do  upon  that  Occafion,  by  a  long  Enjoyment  of 
lucrative  Pofts  in  the  Service  of  the  Government; 
but  neither  of  thefe  can  properly  be  faid  of  a  Corpo- 
ration ;  and  I  am  fure,  no  fuch  Thing  can  be  al- 
ledged  with  refpe6l  to  the  City  of  Glafgow;  cojife- 
quently,  their  Claim  to  the  Gratitude  of  the  Public 
muft  remain  unimpeached,  and  can  be  fatisfied  no 
other  Way  than  by  the  Method  now  propofed. 

'  I  fay.  Sir,  no  other  Method  than  that  now  pro- 
pofed ;  for,  as  to  the  forfeited  Eftates  in  ^cotland^  they 
cannot  be  propofed  as  a  Fund  for  the  Satisfaction  of 
this  or  any  other  Claim*  of  the  fame  Nature ;  becaufe 
a  Survey  of  them  has  been  made,  and  the  Claims  al- 
ready entered  againft  them,  calculated,  whereby  it 
appears,  that  the  Value  of  the  latter  exceeds  by  a  great 
deal  the  Value  of  the  former.  Thefe  Claims  muft  all 
be  examined,  and  determined  according  to  the  Laws 
and  Methods  of  Proceeding  in  the  Courts  of  Scotland-^ 
and  many  of  them  may,  probably,  at  laft  be  deter- 
mined by  Appeal  in  the  other  Houfe,  which  muft  take 
up  a  great  Number  of  Years  ;  for,  till  all  the  Claims 
upon  any  one  of  the  Eftates  be  determined,  it  can 
neither  be  fold,  nor  can  the  Rents  and  Profits  be  ap- 
plied to  the  Ufe  either  of  the  Crov/n  or  the  Public ; 
becaufe  the  Whole  muft  till  then  remain  fequeftered  ; 
therefore  they  cannot  anfwer  any  prefent  Demand  upon 
the  Crown  or  Public  ;  and  cannot  at  laft  anfwer  any 
fuch  Demand,  unlefs  many  of  the  Claims  iliould  be 
found  infufficient^  and  rejeded. 

,  .  0.4  *  Upon 
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Anno  174S.  <  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  we  muft  conclude,  that 
V-...-V-  "uJ  the  City  of  Glafgozu  has  a  Claim  well  founded  in  Juf- 
tice,  in  Gratitude,  and  in  Compailion,  for  at  leaft  the 
Sum  now  moved  for  3  that  there  is  no  other  Way  for 
fatisfying  this  Claim;  and  that,  from  the  particular 
Circumftances  of  their  Cafe,  it  can  be  no  Precedent 
for  any  great  Demand  upon  the  Public  j  therefore,  I 
hope,  the  Motion  will  be  unanimoully  agreed  to,' 

The  Committee  hereupon  came  to  a  Refolution  to 
grant  the  Money ;  but  upon  the  Report  another  De- 
bate enfued  -,  when  the  firll  Gentleman  who  fpoke  was 
Robert  Nugent^  Efq. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Pvobert  Nugent,      ^  It  is  an  old  Proverb,  and  a  true  one,  That  it  is 
"^''^'  never  too  late  to  do  well :  If  this  Petition  was  precipi- 

tately referred  to  the  Commiittee  of  Supply,  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  to  re6fify  that  Miflake  by  the  Chairman's  now 
leaving  the  Chair ;  and  when  the  Houfe  is  refumed, 
we  may  difcharge  the  former  Order,  and  then  order 
the  Petition  to  be  referred  to  a  particular  Committee, 
which  cannot,  I  think,  imply  any  Abfurdity  5  for, 
however  \yell  known  the  Fadls  fet  forth  in  the  Petition 
may  be  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  that  fpoke  lafl-,  they 
are  not  publickly  and  notorioufiy  known  ;  and  as  to 
the  principal  Fa6l  upon  which  our  Refolution  ought 
to  depend,  it  cannot  be  known  to  any  Gentleman  of 
this  Koufe,  without  a  particular  Enquiry :  I  mean. 
Sir,  the  prefent  State  of  the  Revenue,  and  neceilary 
annual  Expence  of  the  City  or  Corporation  of  Glaf- 
gow ',■  for,  till  this  be  particularly  known,  no  Argu- 
ment can  be  drawn  from  Compailion  in  favour  of  this 
Motion  ;  and  all  Arguments  drawn  from  Juftice  and 
Gratitude  will  operate  as  flrongly  in  favour  of  every 
one  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  Subjects,  who  fuffered  by 
the  Rebellion,  as  in  favour  of  the  Corporation  of 
Giafgozv.  Therefore,  in  the  Method  we  are  in,  Com- 
pailion m.uft  be  laid  entirely  afide;  and  if  we  grant 
this  Sum  as  juflly  due  to  the  Corporation  of  Glafgow 
by  the  Public,  or  as  a  Reward  for  the  Service  they  did 
during  the  Rebellion,  we  fliall  lay  a  Precedent  for 
jmore  Demands  of  the  fame  Kind  than  the  Public  caii 
poffibly  anfwer,  .  , 

.  *  Befides 
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*  Befides  the  Enquiry  I  have  mentioned,  Sir,  there  Anno  174S. 
is  another  Fact  v/hich  we  ought  to  enquire  particularly 
into,  and  that  is  the  Conduct  of  the  Magiftrates  of 
Glafgow  with  rerpe6t  to  the  Demands  made  upon  them 
by  the  Rebels.  I  am  far  from  fuppofmg,,  but  for  any 
parliamentary  Knowledge  we  have,  I  may  fuppofe, 
that  the  Magiftrates,  or  fome  of  them,  fecretly  encou- 
raged the  Rebels  to  make  thefe  Demands  3  and  if  any 
thing  of  this  Kind  ftiould  appear,  there  would  be  no 
Occafion  to  load  the  Public  with  making  good  the 
Lofs  to  the  Corporation,  any  further  than  the  Eftates 
of  fuch  Ma2;iftrates  fliould  not  be  fuiKcient  to  anfv/er. 
This  was  the  Method  taken  by  Parliament  in  the  Year 
1720-21,  with  regard  to  the  *Si?z^//;-iS^^  Company ;  for, 
before  it  was  refolved  to  grant  any  Relief  to  the  Com- 
pany, a  very  ftri(Sl  Scrutiny  was  made  into  the  Conduct 
of  the  Directors,  and  into  the  Value  of  their  Eftates, 
moft  Part  of  which  was  appropriated  to  make  good  the 
Lofs  of  the  Company,  before  any  Relief  was  granted 
by  the  Public ;  and  as  to  the  Relief  that  was  after- 
wards granted  the  Company,  by  difcharging  them 
from  what  they  had, obliged  themfelves  to  pay  the  Pub- 
lic, I  muft  think,  it  was  a  Relief  which  the  Public 
ought  not  to  have  granted  ;  and  therefore  a  Precedent 
that  ought  never  to  be  followed. 

'  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  a  Receiver's  being 
robbed  of  the  public  Money;  perhaps,  the  Parliament 
might  be  induced,  out  of  Compaftion,  to  make  good 
that  Lofs,  rather  than  ruin  him,  and  thofe  who  were 
Security  for  him ;  but  I  cannot  think,  that  any  Par- 
liament would  or  ought  to  do  this  in  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  without  fome  previous  Enquiry  into  the  Cir- 
cumftances  as  well  as  the  Conduit  of  fuch  Receiver. 
After  a  particular  Enquiry  indeed,  and  a  parliamentary 
Convi6lion,  that  the  Condu6t  of  fuch  Receiver  was 
altogether  blam^elefs,  and  that  he  would  be  entirely 
ruined  by  obliging  him  to  make  good  that  Lofs,  there 
might  be  Room  for  parliamentary  Compaftion  5  but, 
whatever  the  Parliament  might  be  induced  to  do  in 
fuch  a  Cafe,  it  could  be  no  Argument  for  what  is  now 
propofed,  even  fuppofmg  we  had  been  by  a  previous 
Enquiry  convinced,  that  the  Condudl  of  the  Magif- 
trates of  Glafgow  was  blamelefs,  and  that  the  Corpo- 
ration 
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Anno  1745.  ration  was  unable  to  difcharge  this  Debt ;  becaufe  I 
\^0,0m^mmnnmJ  am  Confident,  the  Inhabitants  of  Glafgow  would  raifs 
twice  this  Sum,  rather  than  have  their  Corporation  dif- 
folved ;  and,  as  they  are  fufficiently  able  to  do  fo, 
notwithftanding  what  they  fuffered  by  the  Rebellion, 
there  can  be  no  Room  for  parliamentary  Compaffion. 

'  To  conclude.  Sir,  if  this  Motion  be  agreed  to, 
I  niuft  look  upon  the  Nation  to  be  in  the  Condition  of 
a  Hufband,  againft  whom  his  Wife  has  commenced  a 
Procefs  of  Divorce.  We  mufl  not  only  pay  our  own 
Cofts  in  the  Law-Suit,  but  we  muft  alfo  pay  thofe  of 
our  Antagonift ;  and  as  I  do  not  think  that  any 
Hufband  fhould  be  fubjeded  to  this,  till  it  appears  by 
the  Event  of  the  Suit  that  he  is  guilty  of  what  he 
is  charged  with,  I  cannot  agree  to  this  Motion  ;  be- 
caufe, I  believe,  it  will  not  be  faid  by  the  Advocates 
for  this  Motion,  that  the  Public  was  any  way  to 
blame.' 

He  was  anfwered  by  James  Ofwald^  Efq;  as  fol- 
lows. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
James  Ofwald,       *"  I  am  very  unwilling  to  accufe  Gentlemen  of  want 
^hi  of  Candour,  but,  I  believe,  every  one  who  has  given 

Attention  to  this  Debate,  is  convinced,  that  thofe 
who  infill  upon  our  altering  our  Method  of  proceed- 
ing in  this  Affair,  really  intend  thereby  to  defeat  the 
Prayer  of  this  Petition,  at  leafi:  for  this  Seffion  ;  be- 
caufe it  would  be  impoffible  for  us  to  enter  upon  and 
compleat  the  Enquiry  they  propofe,  during  the  Time 
we  can  fappofe  this  SefHon  to  continue ;  and,  if  the 
Petition  fhould  be  defeated  for  this  Seffion,  I  doubt 
much  if  the  City  of  Glafgow^  or  any  other  of  his 
Majefty's  loyal  Subjects,  would  ever  hereafter  apply  to 
Parliament  for  Relief,  upon  the  Head  of  their  fufter- 
ing  by  their  Loyalty  during  the  late  Rebellion.  There- 
fore I  muft  think,  that  the  Fate  of  this,  and  all  fuch 
Petitions,  depends  upon  the  IfiTue  of  this  Debate ;  and 
that  we  are  now  to  determine,  whether  this  Day  fhall 
be  an  Anniverfary  of  Rejoicing  or  Mourning  to  all  the 
Jacobites  in  the  united  Kingdom  ;  for  they  will  cer- 
tainly rejoice  at  the  Parliament's  fhewing  a  Difregard 
to  thofe,  who  upon  the  late  Occafion  fhewed  them- 

felves 
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felves  lirm  Friends  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  they  will  have  Anno  174S. 
Caufe  to  mourn,  if  all  fuch  as-fhall  behave  in  the  lame 
Manner  upon  any  future  Occafion,  be  now  encou- 
raged to  expe6l  the  Countenance,  not  only  of  his 
Majefty,  but  his  Parliament,  in  any  juft  Demand  they 
may  hereafter  have  upon  a  like  Account. 

'  I  fay,  juft  Demand,  Sir,  becaufe  I  think  the  De- 
mand now  under  Confideration  is  fo  ftrongly  founded 
in  Juftice,  that  it  ftands  in  need  of  no  other  Support, 
though  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  fom.ething  is 
due  in  Gratitude ;  but  if  this  Demand  refted  upon  no 
other  Foundation,  I  Ihould  be  againft  com.plying  with 
it,  becaufe  I  am  againft  all  pecuniar)^  Rev/ards  :  They 
encourage  and  propagate  a  mercenary  Spirit  among 
the  People  5  and  therefore,  I  think,  we  have  already 
too  many  fuch.  But  the  People  of  Glafgovj  afk  no 
fuch  Reward :  They  afk  no  Reward  for  the  Services 
they  performed  :  They  afk  no  Reimburfement  of  what 
they  voluntarily  contributed  :  They  afk  no  Indemni- 
fication as  to  what  they  fuffered  by  the  common  Fate 
of  War  :  They  afk  an  Indem.nification  only  as  to 
what  they  fuffered  extraordinary,  and  merely  upon  ac- 
count of  their  Loyalty :  For  though  fom.e  Gentlemen 
feem  now  to  think,  that  neither  their  Loyalty  nor 
their  Services  were  extraordinary,  it  is  plain  the  Rebels 
thought  otherwife ;  and  this  made  them  treat  that 
City  more  feverely  than  they  did  any  other ;  particu- 
larly as  to  the  tv/oMul6is  or  Fines  impofcd  upon  them. 
As  to  thefe  only,  they  defire  an  Indemnification  ;  and 
with  this  modeft  Demand  the  Public  is  in  Juftice,  I 
think,  bound  to  comply,  not  upon  the  general  Prin- 
ciple of  the  Public's  being  obliged,  as  far  as  poflible, 
to  make  good  every  private  Perfon's  Lofs  by  a  War^ 
but  beccufe  this  Lofs  was  very  extraordinary,  and  oc- 
cafioned  by  that  City's  Fidelity  to  the  eftablifhed  Go- 
vernmxent. 

*  If  then.  Sir,  this  Dem^and  ought  to  be  complied 
with  upon  the  Principle  of  Juftice  alone,  how  ftrongly 
muft  it  be  recommended  by  Compafuon,  when  we 
confider  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  the  Eftate  be- 
longing to  the  Corporation  of  Glafgow  F  But  it  is  faid, 
that  in  order  to  excite  our  Compaflion,  we  (hould 
have  had  a  previous  Enquiry  into  the  Circumftances 
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Anno  174S,  of  that  ERate,  and  into  the  Condu6t  of  the  Ma- 
giftrates.  For  God's  Sake!  Sir,  how  would  you  have 
enquired  into  the  Circumftances  of  that  Eftate  ?  Could 
you  have  had  a  better  Account  of  its  Circumftances, 
than  from  one  who  has  been  the  chief  Magiftrate  for 
feveral  Years  ?  If  any  Gentleman  had  fuggefted  the 
leaft  DiiHdence  or  Sufpicion  of  his  Evidence,  you 
might,  even  before  this  Committee,  have  had  his  Evi- 
dence confirmed  by  other  Witneffes.  But  it  was  fo 
candid  and  fo  diftinct,  that  I  believe  moft  Gentlemen 
are  convinced,  he  fpoke  nothing  but  the  Truth.  As 
to  this  Fac^,  therefore,  you  could  not,  before  a  parti- 
cular Committee,  have  had  a  fuller  or  a  better  Evi- 
dence than  you  have  now  before  you  ;  and  as  to  the 
Conduct  of  the  Magiftrates  of  Glafgow  during  the 
Rebellion,  I  have  often  heard,  that  common  Fame  was 
a  fufficient  Ground  for  inducing  this  Houfe  to  enquire 
Into  a  Man's  ConducSi: ;  but  I  always  thought,  that  it 
was  com.nion  bad  Fame.  I  never  fuppofed,  that  uni- 
verfal  Applaufe  could  give  this  Houfe  any  Ground  for 
an  Enquiry,  This  is  the  Cafe  with  regard  to  the 
Magiftrates  of  GZ7^i?w  J  their  Condu£i:,  during  the  Re- 
bellion, has  been,  and  is  ftill  applauded  W  all  true 
Friends  to  the  Government.  I  believe  no  Gentleman 
will  fay  he  ever  heard  the  leaft  Suggeftion,  that  they, 
or  any  of  them,  held  the  leaft  fecret  Correfpondence 
with  the  Rebels  ;  or  that  they  did  not  do  all  that  was 
in  their  Power  for  defeating  the  Rebellion.  It  would, 
therefore,  have  been  contrary  to  all  the  Rules  of  Par- 
liament, to  have  appointed  any  particular  Committee 
for  enquiring  into  their  Condu6l ;  and  as  to  all  the 
other  Fa(5ts  fet  forth  in  the  Petition,  befides  their  being 
notorloufly  known,  you  have  now  before  you  an  Evi- 
dence, as  full  and  unqueftionable  as  you  could  have 
had  before  any  fuch  Committee. 

'  There  cannot  therefore  be  any  folld  Obje(Sl:Ion 
agalnft  our  Method  of  proceeding  in  this  Affair  ;  nor 
can  any  Argument  be  from  thence  drawn  for  the 
Chairman's  leaving  the  Chair;  confequently,  that 
Motion  can  be  agreed  to  upon  no  other  Foundation 
but  that  of  rejecting  the  Petition,  which  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  Caufe  of  terrible  Effects,  in  cafe  of  any 
future  Invafion  or  Rebellion.     And  as  to  the  Efteds 
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fef  granting  Relief  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  and  refufing  it  Anno  174'S. 
in  any  other  Cafe  of  the  fame  Nature,  we  can  have 
no  Occafion  to  be  afraid  of  them ;  becaufe,  if  there 
be  any  other  Cafe  of  the  fame  Nature ;  if  there  be 
any  other  City  or  Town  in  Great-Brkain  that  can 
fhew,  that  its  Inhabitants  contributed  largely  towards 
the  Service  of  the  Government  during  the  late  Rebel- 
lion ;  that  many  of  them  ventured,  and  fome  of  them 
loft  their  Lives  in  that  Service  ;  that  they  fufFered  fe- 
verely  by  the  Rebels  living  among  them  at  Free-Quar- 
ters ;  that  a  large  Sum  of  Money  was  extorted  by  the 
Rebels  from  the  Corporation  on  account  of  its  Loy- 
alty; and,  that  the  Corporation  has  thereby  incurred 
a  Debt,  which  it  is  no  way  able  to  pay  :  I  fay,  if 
there  be  any  City  or  Town  that  can  fhew  ail  thefe 
Circumftances,  I  am  convinced,  the  Parliament  would 
readily  agree  to  pay  a  Debt  fo  contradied,  and  might 
do  fo  without  Danger  of  loading  the  Public  with  any 
great  Demand  ;  and  if  they  could  not  fhew  thefe  to  be 
their  Circumftances,  their  Cafe  could  not  be  of  the 
.fame  Nature,  nor  could  they  with  any  Juftice  com- 
plain, fhould  the  Parliament  refufe  to  grant  them  Re- 
lief. 

'  With  regard  therefore  to  Cities,  Towns,  or  Cor- 
porations, our  granting  the  Relief,  now  propofed,  can. 
occafion  no  Difcontent,  much  lefs  any  Difafieftion  ; 
and  with  regard  to  private  Gentlemen,  if  any  of  them 
have  fuffered,  or  have  had  any  Money  extorted  from 
them,  the  Government  has  it  always  in  its  Power  to 
grant  them  a  Recompence,  by  conferring  upon  them 
fome  of  the  many  lucrative  Employments  we  have  in 
the  executive  Part  of  our  Government.  Thus,  Sir, 
It  is  evident,  that  our  agreeing  to  grant  the  City  of 
Glafgoiu  the  Sum  now  moved  for,  can  be  attended  with 
no  Danger ;  whereas,  our  rejeiSling  the  Petition,  even 
in  the  foft  Method  of  the  Chairman's  leaving  the 
Chair,  may  be  attended  with  moft  fatal  Effeds ;  and, 
as  I  think  that  the  Sum  fued  for  is  really  in  Juftice  due 
from  the  Public  to  that  City,  I  ftiall  moft  heartily  con- 
cur with  my  honourable  Friend  in  his  Motion.' 

The  Hon.  Henry  Batlmrft  fpoke  next  to  the  follow- 
ing EfFed: :  ' 

'  Mr. 
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Aiitio  1748.  ^  Mr,  Speaker, 

,V-».>"«"sr*"-»^  '  That  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  fpokc  lafl:,  ma^ 
ar'hun'i  ^^^""'^  ^^^  accufe  me  of  want  of  Candour,  I  fliall  declare^ 
that  I  am  for  the  Chairman's  leaving  the  Chair,  not 
only  becaufe  I  think  We  have  not  proceeded  in  a  parlia- 
mentary Afehod  towards  granting  the  Sum  of  Money 
moved  for,  but  alfo  becaufe  I  think  no  Sum  of  Money 
jQiouId  be  -granted  by  Parliament  upon  fuch  a  Confi^ 
deration,  either  to  the  City  of  Glafgovjy  or  to  any 
other  Perfon  or  Body  politic  in  the  Kingdom.  As  to 
the  Method  of  proceeding.  Sir,  I  do  not  confider^ 
whether  we  could  have  had  a  better  or  fuller  Evidence 
before  a  particular  Committee ;  nor  do  I  confider, 
what  we  might  before  fuch  a  Committee  have  enquired 
into :  I  confider  only  the  Rules  of  Parliament,  which 
never  ought  to  be  broke  through  without  an  abfolute 
Neceffity :  And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  according  to 
thofe  Rules,  the  City  of  GlafgovJ  s  Petition  ought  firft 
to  have  been  referred  to  a  particular  Committee,  and 
the  Refolution  of  that  Committee,  if  in  favour  of  the 
Petition,  would  of  courfe  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply.  This  was  certainly  the  Me- 
thod in  which  we  ought  to  have  proceeded,  according 
to  the  Rules  of  Parliament ;  and  I  have  not  heard  one 
Reafon  offered  for  our  breaking  through  thofe  P^ules  in 
the  Cafe  now  befoi-e  us  ;  nor  can  I  fee  any  Danger  in 
our  recurring  to  the  Obfervancc  of  thofe  Rules  ;  for 
the  Petitioners  are  certainly  prepared  to  prove  every* 
Fa6t  fet  forth  in  their  Petition  \  and  if  they  are,  v/e 
may  fliili  proceed  in  a  regular  Method  to  grant  this 
Money  before  the  End  of  this  Seflion  5  for,  if  it  be 
granted,  I  hope  it  will  be  granted  by  a  particular  Bill 
for  the  Purpojfe,  otherwife  we  iliall  deprive  the  other 
Houfe  of  the  Negative  they  claim  with  refpe6t  to 
Money-Bills  ;  becaufe,  if  this  Claufe  fhould  appear 
no  where  but  in  the  ;^ineral  Claufe  of  Appropriation, 
ufually  annexed  to  fome  Money-Bill  of  great  Confe- 
quence,  which  I  fufpe6i;  to  be  the  Defign  at  prefent^ 
the  other  Houfe  muft  confent  to  this  Grant,  or  th6 
Money-Bill,  to  which  the  appropriation  Claufe  is  an- 
nexed, muft  be  loft.  This  they  rnay  look  on  as  a 
defigned  Impofition  j  and  this  may  induce  them  to 
reject  this  Grant,  even  though  they  would  otherwife 
r  have 
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have  approved  of  it;    therefore,    if  I  were  really  a    Anno  i74S» 
Friend  to  the  Petition,  I  fhould  be  for  altering  the 
Method  vi^e  now^  feem  to  be  in,  and  proceeding  firfl  by 
a  particular  Committee,  and  then  by  a  particular  Bill 
for  this  Purpofe. 

'  But  now.  Sir,  I  fhall  give  you  my  Reafons 
why  I  am  no  Friend  to  the  Petition ;  firft,  becaufe  I 
think  no  Money  ought  to  be  granted  upon  fuch  an 
Account;  and,  in  the  next  Place,  becaufe  if  any 
Money  were  to  be  granted,  it  ought  not  to  be  granted 
in  the  Way  novi^  propofed.  As  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
Reafons,  it  has  always  been  an  eftablifhed  Maxim, 
not  only  in  this  Country,  but  all  over  Europe^  that  in 
Time  of  War,  the  People  of  the  Country  where  it 
happens  to  be  feated,  or  where  the  Weight  of  it  falls, 
muft  fubmit  to  their  Fate,  without  any  Hopes  of 
having  their  Lofies  made  good,  in  Whole  or  in  Part, 
by  the  other  Dominions  fubje£t  to  the  fame  Sovereign. 
Accordingly,  we  find,  that  in  Queen  Elizabeth^^ 
Time,  when  the  Spaniards  landed  in  the  Weft,  and 
burnt  Fen%ance  and  fome  other  Places,  no  Compenfa- 
tion  was  made  by  the  Public  for  the  Lofs  fuftained  by 
the  Inhabitants.  And  again,  in  King  Williani^  Time^ 
when  the  French  landed  in  Devonjhlre^  and  burnt  Ting- 
mouth^  with  ail  the  Ships  in  the  Harbour,  no  Applica- 
tion was  ever  made  to  Parliament,  nor  any  Relief  fa 
much  as  afked  for  the  Sufferers  upon  that  Occafion. 
This  Maxim  has  therefore  been  always  obferved  in  this. 
Country,  as  well  as  other  Parts  of  Europe ;  and  it  de- 
ferves  to  be  fo,  becaufe  it  makes  the  People  bold  and 
alert  in  oppofing  the  Entrance  of  an  Enemy  into  the 
Country ;  whereas  the  contrary  Maxim  would  of  courfe 
have  a  different  Effe6l.  And  as  there  was  no  Body  of 
foreign  Troops  landed  during  the  late  Rebellion,  I 
muft  be  of  Opinion,  that  thofe  who  did  fuffer,  are  for 
far  from  deferving  any  Relief  from  the  Public,  that 
they  deferved  what  they  met  with,  becaufe  they  did 
not  defend  themfelves  ;  for  as  the  Friends  of  the 
Government  are  in  moft  Parts  of  the  Kingdom'  much 
more  numerous  than  its  Enemies,  they  might  certainly^ 
defend  themfelves,  if  they  would  take  Care  to  be  pro- 
perly provided  and  qualified  for  that  Purpofe ;  and  if 
they  are  negligent  in  this  RefpeiSt,  they  ought  not  to 
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Anno  174S.  t)e  encouraged  to  expe(!l  any  Relief  from  the  Public^ 
for  the  Lofs  they  may  fiiftain  through  their  own  Negli- 
gence or  Cowardice. 

'  Upon  this  general  Maxim,  therefore,  I  muft  be  of 
Opinion,  that  no  Money  ought  to  be  granted,  either 
to  the  Town  of  Glafgow^  or  to  any  other  Place,  for 
making  good  what  they  fufFered  by  the  Rebellion  ; 
but  as  to  the  City  of  Glafgow^  Sir,  I  have  particular 
Reafons  why  I  think  no  Money  ought  to  be  granted 
for  making  good  any  Part  of  their  Lofs.  Gentlemen 
may  magnify  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  the  Contributi- 
ons of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  City  for  raifmg  and 
iubfifting  their  two  Regiments,  or  their  Lofs,  by  fur- 
nifliing  the  Rebels  with  Free-Quarters  ;  but  if  we 
confider  the  Cheapnefs  of  Provifions  in  that  Country, 
we  muft  think  their  Lofs  a  little  exaggerated  ;  and  if 
we  confider  what  a  flouriihing  Trade  they  have  en- 
joyed for  many  Years,  we  muft  conclude  that,  if  they 
had  been  as  generous  in  their  Contributions  as  many 
Places  in  England^  the  Corporation  would  have  had  no 
Occafion  to  run  in  Debt,  or  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  Relief. 

'  As  to  the  Debt  con  trailed  by  the  Corporation, 
Sir,  I  am  really  furprized  how  they  came  to  contracSt 
fuch  a  Debt,  when  it  would  have  been  fo  eafy  to  have 
raifed  among  the  Inhabitants  the  whole  of  .what  was 
demanded  by  the  Rebels.  If  the  Corporation  had  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  raife  the  Money,  can  we  fuppofe, 
that  the  Inhabitants  would  not  have  raifed  it  by  a  ge- 
neral Contribution,  rather  than  expofe  themfelves  to 
be  plundered  ?  This,  I  think,  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be 
queftioned ;  and  therefore  I  m.uft  fuppofe,  that  the 
Magiftrates  had  then  fuch  an  Application  as  this  in 
View,  and  raifed  the  Money  upon  the  Credit  of  the 
Corporation,  with  a  Defign  to  feek  Relief  from  Par- 
liament, as  foon  as  they  could  find  a  favourable  Oppor- 
tunity ;  which  Relief  they  forefaw  could  never  have  been 
applied  for,  had  the  Money  been  raifed  by  a  Contri- 
bution among,  or  rather  a  Tax  upon,  the  Inhabitants, 
according  to  their  refpecSlive  Circumftances.' 

*  If  the  Corporation  was  at  that  Time  fo  poor  as  Is 
now  reprefented,  the  Magiftrates  muft  have  had  fome 
fuch  Thing  ia  View  ;  for  if  the  whole  Revenue  of  the 
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C<?rporatIon  be  barely  fufficient  to  defray  its  annual  Anno  174s. 
Expence,  they  could  not  propofe  to  difcharge  the  Debt 
fo.  contracSled,  without  a  Grant  of  an  equal  Sum  of 
Money  from  the  Crown  or  the  Public,  or  an  A61  of 
Parliament  impowering  them  to  xaife  it  upon  the  In- 
habitants ;  and  if  they  had  any  Thoughts  of  this  laft 
Expedient,  they  afted  very  imprudently;  becaufe  they 
ihould  rather  have  chofe,  that  the  Inhabitants  fhould 
then  be  taxed  by  the  P^ebels  for  raifing  this  Sum  of 
Money,  than  that  they  fhould  afterwards  be  taxed  by 
parliament  for  raifmg  it.  Nay,  if  they  were  fuch 
Friends  to  the  Government  as  they  pretend,  they 
fhould  have  made  it  necefiary  for  the  Rebels  to  tax  the 
Inhabitants,  in.  order  to  raife  the  Money  demanded, 
becaufe  it  would  have  left  a  bad  ImprefHon  of  them  in 
the  Minds  of  all  thofe  that  had  been  obliged  to  contri- 
bute towards  that  Tax.  This,  I  fay,  they  fhould 
have  done,  if  they  had  acled  prudently  ;  for  they 
have  now  perhaps  made  it  necelTary  for  the  Parliament 
to  enable  them  to  raife  Money  by  a  Tax  upon  the  In- 
habitants for  difcharging  this  Debt ;  which  brings  me 
to  the  other  P.eafon  for  my  being  no  Friend  to  this 
Petition,  or  at  leafl  to  the  Motion  now  made  to  us  ; 
becaufe,  if  it  be  neceliary  to  grant  Money  for  relieve- 
ing  the  City  of  Glafgow  from  this  Debt,  I  think  this 
the  very  worft  and  moft  imprudent  Way  we  can  chufe 
for  granting  it. 

'  The  Produce  of  the  forfeited  Eftates,  is  certainly. 
Sir,  the  mofl  proper  Fund  for  this  Purpofe;  and  whe- 
ther that  Fund  may  be  fufficient  or  no,  is  a  Queflioil 
that  w^e  ought  not  to  take  upon  the  Word  of  any 
Minifter  ;  therefore  the  Queftion  now  before  us  ought 
to  be  deferred  until  we  have  made  an  Enquiry  into  the 
probable  Amount  of  that  Produce,  by  ordering  a  Sur- 
vey of  the  forfeited  Eflates,  and  an  Account  of  the 
Claims  entered  againft  them,  to  be  laid  before  us  the 
Beginning  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament.  But, 
fuppofe  this  Fund  ihould  evidently  appear  to  be  infuf- 
ficient,  the  next  moft  proper  Fund  is  furely  the  Civil- 
Lift  Revenue,  which,  if  managed  with  CEconomy, 
muft  be  fufficient  for  the  Purpofe,  becaufe  it  now  ex-^ 
ceeds  what  it  was  in  the  late  King's  Time,  with  ail 
the  additional  Grants  that  were  then  made  to  it  5  ior 
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Anno  174^.  the  Million  granted  to  the  Civil  Lift  in  tie  late  Kirig^^ 
Reign,  and  the  300,000/.  paid  to  it  by  the  two  In fu- 
rance  Companies,  made  it  up  but  800,000/.  yearly 
during  that  Reign ;  whereas,  I  am  convinced,  it  now 
exceeds  800,000/.  yearly,  notwithftanding  the  Account 
of  Deficiences  lately  laid  before,  and  made  good  by. 
Parliament ;  for  as  no  Enquiry  was  made  either  into 
that  Account,  or  into  the  Produce  of  that  Fund  in 
former  Years,  it  can  afford  me  no  Reafon  for  furp- 
pofmg,  that  the  Civil-Lift  Revenue  has  not  exceeded 
8co,ooo/.  one  Year  with  another,  ever  fmce  it  was 
fettled  upon  his  prefent  Majefty ;  and  I  muft  think  it 
hard  to  oblige  the  Public  to  make  good  the  Deficiency, 
v^ithout  allowing  it  the  Benefit  of  any  former  Surplus : 
That  is  to  fay,  if  the  Civil-Lift  Revenue  fhould  for 
many  Years  produce  a  Million  annually,  and  for  a  few 
Years  afterwards,  during  a  heavy  War, ,  fhould  pro- 
duce but  750,000?.  I  think  it  is  hard  to  oblige  the 
Public  to  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  50,000/.  year- 
ly, without  allowing  it  any  Benefit  by  the  200,000/. 
yearly  Surplus  above  the  Sum  for  which  that  Fund  was 
firft  granted. 

*  Surely,  Sir^  when  the  Civil-Lift  Revenue  was 
£rft  made  diftin6l  from  the  other  Branches  of  the  pub- 
lic Service,  and  when  a  greater  Revenue  was  fettled 
upon  his  Majefty  than  had  ever  been  granted  to 
any  of  his  Predeceffors,  a  due  Regard  was  had  tO' 
thofe  A(5ls  of  Charity  or  Generofity  which  the  Dig- 
nity of  the  Crown  might  require,  and  among  fuch 
A<5i:s,  none  can  be  more  deferving  than  a  generous 
Recompence  to  thofe  who  have  fufFered  by  their  Loy- 
alty. Therefore,  if  the  City  of  Glafgow  has  any 
Title  to  Relief,  that  Relief  ought  to  come  from  the 
Civil-Lift  Revenue  ;  and  if  that  Revenue  cannot  fpare 
to  grant  this  Relief,  it  muft  proceed  from  bad  QLVc* 
nomy :  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  has  now  the  Ma- 
nagement of  this  Revenue  under  his  Care,  has  thrown 
down  the  Gauntlet^  and  feems  to  dare  any  Man  to 
take  It  up  :  Perhaps  it  may  be  taken  up  v/hen  he  leaft- 
expe6ts  it ;  but  let  it  be  taken  up  when  it  v/ill,  the 
Demand  now  made  upon  the  Public,  for  v/hat  ought 
to  have  been  fatisfied  out  of  the  Civil-Lift,  will  be 
an  Article  againft  him.  That  Revenue  may  now, 
3  t'cr- 
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perhaps  j  be  managed  with  more  CEconomy  thanlnthe"  Anno 
late  King's  Time,  when,  by  an  Account  which  was 
by  Chance  laid  before  Parliament,  it  appeared,  that  in 
four  Years  Time  no  lefs  than  two  Millions  had  been 
employed  in  fscret  Service.  If  any  thing  near  this  S  um 
be  now  fo  em.ployed,  I  do  not  wonder  at  his  Majefty*s 
not  having  fo  much  to  fpare  for  A6ts  of  Charity  and 
Generofity,  as  many  Noblemen  and  rich  Commoners 
in  the  Kingdom.  But  notwithilanding  the  War,  I 
cannot  fuppofe,  there  is  now  near  that  Sum  fo  em.- 
ployed :  At  leafl  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  it  has  been 
employed  in  procuring  fecret  Intelligence,  Or  if  it  has, 
that  it  has  been  very  ill  applied ;  for,  through  the 
whole  Courfeof  the  War  it  appeared,  that  we  had  no 
foreign  Intelligence  but  what  was  communicated  by 
the  foreign  Gazettes,  and  the  young  Pretender  was 
landed  in  Scotland  before  our  Miniflers  knew  any  thing 
of  his  Defign,  or  of  his  Embarkation.  With  regard 
to  this  Sort  of  fecret  Service  I  muft  therefore  fuppofe^ 
that  great  OEconomy  has  been  of  late  made  ufe  of;  but 
there  is  another  Sort  of  fecret  Service,  which  I  fhall 
not  name  at  prefent,  and  in  this  I  muft  fuppofe,  that 
our  Miniflers  have  been  a  little  extravagant,  otherwife 
the  Crown  might  eafily  have  fpared  a  Sum  fufficient  for 
giving  the  Relief  now  propofed  to  the  City  of  Glafgow. 
'  For  this  Sort  of  Extravagance,  Sir,  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  may  perhaps  anfwer  to  his  own  Confci- 
ence,  for  the  Confciences  of  Miniflers  have  in  all 
Ages  been  very  eafily  fatisfied ;  but  if  there  has  been 
any  fuch,  and  an  impartial  Enquiry  fhould  be  fet  on 
foot,  I  am  fure  he  could  not  anfwer  for  it  to  Parlia- 
ment. As  I  do  not  think  it  proper  at  prefent  to  pro- 
pofe  any  fuch  Enquiry,  I  muft  therefore  take  for 
granted  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to 
afTert,  that  it  is  impoffible  for  his  Majeily  to  give  Re^ 
lief  to  the  City  of  Glafgow  out  of  the  Civil-Lifl  Reve- 
nue ;  but,  fuppofmg  this  likewife  to  be  true,  we  have 
flill  another  Method  for  procuring  Relief  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Glafgovjy  without  adding  a  new  Load  upon 
the  public  Revenue  of  the  Nation  ;  and  that  is,  by 
enabling  the  Magiflrates  to  raife  upon  the  Inhabitants 
that  Money  which  was  borrowed  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing plundered  3  for  though  it  would  have  been  of  more 
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Aniio  174S.  Service  t«  the  Government,  to  have  forced  the  Rehef^' 
themfeives  to  have  raifed  this  Money  by  a  Tax  upon 
the  Inhabitants,  yet  fuch  a  Tax,  though  impofed  by 
the  Authority  of  Parliament,  will  ftill  be  of  Service, 
becaufe  the  Inhabitants  will  reflect  upon  the  original 
Caufe  of  the  Tax,  and  this  v/ill  confirm  them  in  their 
Hatred  of  the  late  Rebellion,  and  their  Abhorrence  of 
thofe  Principles  which  were  the  Occafion  of  it. 

'  By  this  Method,  Sir,  we  Ihail  do  a  fingular  Piece 
of  Service  to  the  Government,  and  we  fhall  procure 
a  fufficient  Relief  for  the  Corporation  of  Glafgowy 
without  doing  Injuftice  to,  or  raifmg  Difcontents  in, 
any  other  Part  of  the  Nation ;  but  as  this  Method 
cannot  be  refolved  on,  or  any  Step  made  towards  it, 
in  a  Committee  of  Supply,  I  fhall  therefore  conclude 
with  feconding  the  Motion  made  by  the  Noble  Lord 
upon  the  Floor^  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
Chair/ 

Willtain  Grants    Efq;    Lord- Advocate  of  Scotland^ 
clofed  the  Debate  with  the  following  Speech. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
William  Grant,     *  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  the  Objection  to  our  Me- 
^^'5 J  thod  of  proceeding  in  this  Affair  fo  much  infifted  on. 

Have  Gentlemen  fo  foon  forgot  what  was  done  but 
the  very  laft  Seffion,  in  relation  to  the  Petitions  from 
our  Northern  Colonies,  praying  for  a  Reimburfement 
of  the  Expence  they  had  been  at  in  taking  and  fecuring 
the  Ifland  of  Cape-Breton  ?  Thofe  Petitions  were,  it 
is  true,  at  firft  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  but  they 
were  foon  after  referred  directly  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  where  the  Sums  refpe<^ively  due  to  them  were 
voted,  and  no  farther  Notice  was  taken  of  them  in 
any  of  our  Proceedings,  till  they  were  appropriated  to 
the  refpe£i:ive  Colonies  in  the  appropriation  Claufes 
inferted  in  the  Sinking-Fund  Bill,  which  paffed  the 
other  Houfe  without  any  Difficulty  or  Objec^ion^ 
When  we  granted  fuch  a  large  Sum  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  without  any  previous  Reference  to  a  par- 
ticular Committee,  or  any  previous  parliamentary  En- 
quiry into  Accounts  that  were  fo  intricate,  is  it  pofli- 
ble  to  allign  a  Reafon  why  we  ihould  not  in  the  fam$ 
Way  grant  fuch  a  fmall  Sum  as  this  now  moved  for, 

and 
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and  upon  an  Account  which  confifts  but  of  three  plain  Anno  J74S. 
Articles,  no  one  of  which  can  be  contefted  or  doubted  f 
Is  it  poflible  for  a  Gentleman  of  the  moft  luxuriant 
Fancy  to  fuggeft  a  Reafon,  why  the  other  Houfe  fhould 
think  themfelves  impofed  on  by  the  Method  now  pro- 
pofed,  when  they  made  laft  Year  no  Objection  to  the 
fame  Method  purfued  in  an  Affair  of  much  greater 
Cojifequence  ? 

<  I  muft  therefore  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  Gentlemen 
made  ufe  of  this  Obje6lion,  becaufe  they  were  confci- 
ous  of  the  Weaknefs  of  all  the  other  Obje6lions  they 
could  invent  againft  the  Motion  now  m.ade  to  us  ;  and 
I  am  the  more  convinced  of  this,  the  more  I  confider 
the  ObjecSlions  that  have  been  made  ;  for  they  are 
chiefly  founded  upon  a  Pofition  laid  down  as  general, 
though  it  was  never  admitted  to  be  fuch  either  in 
Theory  or  Pra6lice  ;  or  upon  a  Suppofitlon,  that  there 
are  feveral  Places  in  the  Kingdom  whofe  Cafe  is  ex- 
actly parallel  to  that  of  Glafgow^  without  inftancing  fa 
much  as  one  that  has  the  leaft  Refemblance. 

'  Sir,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  an  eftablifhed  Maxim 
in  this  or  any  other  Country,  never  to  grant  Re- 
lief to  thofe  who  have  fuffered,  in  any  extraor- 
dinary Manner,  by  a  War,  that  we  have  feveral  late 
Inilances  to  the  contrary.  The  Dutch  are  now  about 
granting  Relief  to  the  People  of  Bergen-op-T.com  ;  and 
when  the  Auflrian  Army  invaded  Alface  in  the  Year 
1744,  the  French  King  granted  to  the  People  of  that 
Province  an  Exemption  from  all  Taxes  for  a  confider- 
able  Time,  in  order  to  indemnify  them  for  what  they 
fuffered  by  that  Invafion  ;  and  this  m.uil  be  allowed  to 
have  been  a  very  wife  and  political  Step  in  the  Court 
of  France^  becaufe,  as  that  Province  is  upon  the  Con- 
iines  of  Germany^  and,  as  the  People  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  have  ftill  fome  Affeclion  for  the  Empire,  to  v/hich 
they  formerly  belonged,  it  is  neceffary  for  the  French 
to  treat  them  with  the  utmoft  Tendernefs,  not  only  to 
fecure  their  Fidelity,  but  to  encourage  the  People  of 
the  neighbouring  Provinces  in  the  Empire,  to  wifli 
for  being  brought  under  the  Dominion  of  Franccy 
which  that  ambitious  Court  has  been  long  aiming  at. 
I  mention  this.  Sir,  becaufe  we  have  a  Reafon  of 
much  the  fame  Nature,   for  treating  the  People   of 
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Anno  J74'?.  Glq/gow  With,  more  than  ordinary  Tendernefs,  as  rnufl 
V—i. .r>«v»»a..^  be  allowed  by  every  one  who  confide'rs  the  Situation 
of  that  City,  and  the  DifaiFe6l:ion  that  ftiii  reigns  in 
that  Country. 

*  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Pradice  here  at 
Home,  as  we  have  tlie  Happinefs  to  be  fituated  in  an 
Jiland,  and  have,  I  hope  always  ihall  have,  a  fuperior 
Force  at  Sea,  we  can  but  rarely  have  an  Occafion  to 
exercife  our  Charity  or  Generoiity  towards  thofe  Places 
that  have  fuftained  any  great  Lofs  by  War. 

'  The  Lofs  by  the  Befcent  of  the  Spaniards  m 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign,  or  of  the  French  in  that  of 
King  William^  was  fo  inconfiderable,  that  it  v/as  not 
worth  the  public  Notice;  nor  can  any  one  at  this 
Diftance  of  Time  fay,  that  none  of  the  Sufferers  met 
with  any  charitable  Relief  from  the  Crown,  becaufe 
the  public  Revenue  was  at,  neither  of  thofe  Times  fo 
flridly  appropriated  by  Parliament  as  it  is  now.  But 
to  come  nearer  our  own  Time,  I  mufl:  defire  Gentle- 
men to  recolleft,  that  during  the  Rebellion  in  the  Year 
J715,  feverai  Houfes  were  burned  or  deftroyed  both  in 
Scotlmid  and  at  Prejion  in  England,  What  did  the 
Parliament  do  upon  that  Occafion  ?  They  did  not  pro- 
pofe  to  make  good  the  Lois  of  every  one  that  fuffere^ 
by  that  Rebellion  ;  but  as  the  Lofs  by  the  Deftru6}:ion 
of  thefe  Houfes  .was  extraordinary,  they  refolved  that 
it  ihoul4  be  made  good  to  the  Proprietors.  The  Fund 
they  appropriated  for  this  Furpofe  was,  indeed,  the 
Produce  of  the  forfeited  Eftates,  becaufe,  as  feverai 
-great  and  ti^Q  Eftates  had  become  forfeited  both  in 
England  and  Scotland^  it  was  apparent,  that  this  Fund 
would  be  fufHcient,  which  is  far  from  being  the  Cafe 
at  prefent ;  and  as  thofe  Eftates  had  been  granted  by 
the  late  King  to  the  Public,  it  is  a  Proof,  that,  even 
here  at  Home,  the  Public  does  fometimes  think  itfelf 
obliged  to  make  good  a  Lofs  fuftained  by  War,  when 
that  Lofs  happens  to  be  of  an  extraordinary  Nature. 

'  I  could  give  many  other  Ii>ftances,  Sir,  efpecially 
/  from  foreign  HijRory,  where  the  Public  has  granted 
fome  Soi,t  of  Relief  to  private  Perfons  or  Societies  that 
have  fuffered  extraordinary  LoiTcs  by  a  War  ;  but  thofe 
I  have  mentioned  will  fuflice  to  ihew,  that  the  Maxim 
contended  for  is  not  genera)  j  and  indeed  it  would  be 
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Cfuel  to  eflablifti  fuch  a  general  Maxim  without  any  Anno  1748, 
Exception.  Then  as  to  the  Suppofition,  that  there 
are  feveral  Places  whofe  Cafe  is  exadlly  parallel  to  that 
of  Glafgow,  I  need  not  make  any  Anfwer,  becaufe  I 
am  convinced,  there  is  no  fuch  Place  in  the  Kingdom  j 
and  as  to  the  Places  that  have  been  mentioned  in  this 
Debate,  it  has  been  ihewn  by  the  Gentlemen  who 
fpoke  before  on  the  fame  Side  virith  me,  that  there  is  no 
Sort  of  Refemblancej  confequently,  from  this  Pre- 
cedent w^e  can  apprehend  no  new  Demand  upon  the 
Public. 

But  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  has  fet  up 
a  new  Doctrine:  He  was  pleafed  to  fay,  Sir,  that  as 
there  was  no  Invafion  by  any  Body  of  foreign  Troops, 
all  thofe  Places  that  fuffered  by  the  Rebellion,  deferved 
to  fufier,  becaufe  they  did  not  defend  themfelves  :  It 
was  lucky  for  him  that  the  Rebels  did  not  come  near 
any  Place  where  he  had  a  Concern ;  for  if  they  had, 
I  believe  he  would  have  taken  Care  not  to  broach  any 
fuch  Doctrine,  which  is  a  Doilrine  no  one  will  adopt, 
who  knows  the  Difference  between  the  People  of  a 
fruitful  Country,  who  think  of  nothing  but  Indufliry, 
Agriculture,  and  Manufactures,  and  the  People  of  a 
barren,  mountainous  Country,  who  think  of  nothing 
but  Idlenefs,  Ai'ms,  and  military  Exercifes  ;  for  againft 
the  latter,  the  former  muft  always  defend  themfelves 
by  a  regular  ftanding  Army.  But  fuppofmg  this  Doc- 
trine were  to  be  admitted,  the  City  of  Glafgovj  has  a 
good  Plea,  Vv^hich  no  Place  to  the  Southward  of  it  can 
lay  Claim  to,  I  mean  that  of  its  being  furprifed  by 
the  Rebels  coming  fo  fuddenly  and  unexpedledly  upoii 
them  ;  fo  that  they  had  no  Time  to  prepare  or  provide 
for  their  Defence,  had  they  been  capable  to  m^ake  one, 

'  This  Doctrine,  therefore,  may  operate  againft 
.giving  Relief  to  any  Place  South  of  Glafgoiv^  but  can 
have  no  Weight  againft  our  giving  Relief  to  that  City, 
and  confequently  is  an  Argument  in  favour  of  the 
Motion ;  becaufe  it  ftiev/s,  that  what  we  do  in  this 
Cafe,  can  be  no  Precedent  for  our  doing  the  fame  in 
any  other.  This,  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  feemed 
to  be  fenfible  of,  and  therefore  he  gave  us  another  new 
Doctrine,  by  attacking  the  Prudence  of  the  Magiftrates 
of  GlafgoWy  in  raifing  the  Money  demanded  bv  the 
R4  Rebels 
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mo  174S.  Rebels  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Corporation,  and  no| 
leaving  them  to  raife  it  by  Force  of  Arms  upon  the  In^ 
habitants.  I  fliall  readily  admit,  that  the  Inhabitants, 
as  the  Gentleman  faid,  would  have  raifed  the  Money 
rather  than  expofe  their  Houfes  to  be  plundered,  and 
their  City  reduced  to  Aihes  :  Nay,  I  believe,  rather 
than  fubje6^  themfelves  to  thisj  they  v\^ould  have  raifed 
the  whole  Sum  firft  demanded  ;  and  if  the  ReJDel  Chiefs 
had  fhewn  as  little  Regard  to  that  City,  as  fome  Gen- 
tlemen now  do  in  this  Houfe,  they  would  have  infifted 
on  their  firft  Demand  ;  but  by  the  Addrefs  of  the 
Magiflrates,  and  their  agreeing  to  raife  the  Money, 
the  Rebels  were  fatisiied  with  a  little  more  than 
the  Third  of  their  f^-ft  Demand ;  whereas,  had  the 
Magiftrates  obftinately  refufed  to  raife  any  Money 
upon  the  Credit  of  the  Corporation,  and  put  them  to 
the  Trouble  of  raifmg  it  by  Force  of  Arms  upon  the 
Inhabitants,  how  are  we  fure,  that  they  v/ould  not 
immediately  have  given  a  Loofe  to  their  banditti  Crew^ 
and  expofed  the  City  to  all  manner  of  military  Execu- 
tion ?  The  leafc  that  could  be  expected,  if  they  had 
been  put  to  the  Trouble  of  raifmg  the  Money  by  Force 
of  Arms,  would  have  been,  their  raifmg  a  great  deal 
more  than  they  at  firit  demanded;  and  how  would 
they  have  raifed  it  ?  Certainly,  by  taxing  thofe  high- 
eft  that  had  fhewn  the  greateft  Zeal  for  the  Govern- 
ment; fo  that  our  moft  faithful  Friends  would  have 
been  the  greateft  Sufferers  ;  and  if  there  were  any  in 
that  City  v/ho  had  ever  fhewn  a  warm  Side  to  the  Pre- 
tender's Caufe,  they  would  have  been  allowed  to  go 
Scot-free. 

'  It  is  therefore  evident.  Sir,  that  the  Magifrrates 
of  Glafgow  ailed  the  moft  prudent  Part,  both  for  the 
Service  of  the  Government  and  the  Friends  of  the 
Government ;  and  that  even  though  they  fhould  here- 
after be  obliged  to  fue  for  an  A61  of  Parliament,  to 
enable  them  to  raife  Money  by  a  Tax  upon  the  Inha- 
bitants, for  paying  off"  the  Debt  then  contra(Sted  upon 
the  Credit  of  the  Corporation.  This  they  muft  do. 
Sir,  if  the  Motion  now  before  us  be  rejecSbed,  or  other- 
wife  the  Corporation  muft  be  ruined  ;  and  either  of 
thefe  I  fhould  look  on  as  a  Trophy  ere6led  to  the  Ho- 
nour of  the  Rebels,  and  a  Warning  to  all  the  People 
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of  this  Kingdom,  never  to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  Anno  174S, 
Refentment  of  the  Jacobites  by  any  Proofs  of  their 
2^eal  for  the  Support  of  this  Government.  Might  not 
this  have  moft  terrible  Confequences  ?  Could  we  exr 
pe6t  that  any  Man  would  hereafter  exert  himfelf  in 
favour  of  a  Government  that  had  erecSted  fuch  a  Tro- 
phy, or  given  fuch  a  Warning  ?  If  the  Corporation 
of  Glafgovj  fhould  be  ruined,  or  the  Citizens  taxed  for 
preventing  it,  would  not  every  one  that  heard  of  it, 
(hake  his  Head  and  fay.  This  is  the  Fruit  of  their  Zeal 
for  the  Support  of  the  prefent  Government  ?  The 
Hon.  Gentleman  faid,  that  if  the  Inhabitants  of 
Glafgoiu  fhould  be  taxed,  by  Authority  of  Parliament, 
for  raifing  the  Money  extorted  from  the  Corporation 
on  Account  of  its  Loyalty,  they  would  reflect  upon 
the  original  Caufe  of  that  Tax  :  This  I  fhall  readily 
admit :  But  what  was  the  original  Caufe  ?  Their  Loy- 
alty, Sir,  their  Fidelity,  and  their  fteady  Adherence 
to  Revolution  Principles  :  It  was  this  that  expofed 
them  to  the  Refentment  of  the  Rebels  :  It  was  this 
that  made  the  Rebels  extort  fuch  Sums  of  Money  from 
them  :  It  was  this  that  was  the  original  Caufe  of  their 
fufFering,  and  will  by  them  be  confidered  as  the  origi- 
nal Caufe  of  the  Tax  impofed  upon  them  :  And  as  in 
this  Age  we  cannot  expe(A,  .that  Men  will  be  Martyrs 
even  for  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhm-ent,  we  may 
expeft,  that  not  only  they,  but  many  others,  from 
their  Example,  will  take  Care,  by  their  future  Con- 
duct, to  remove  this  Caufe,  in  order  to  prevent  its 
expofing  them  to  any  future  Suffering, 

'  Sir,  the  fatal  Confequences  of  our  rejecting  this 
Motion,  are  fo  glaring,  that  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  it 
oppofed  by  any  Gentleman  who  has  a  Regard  for  the 
Liberties  or  Religion  of  his  Country,  or  for  our  pre- 
fent  happy  Eflablifhment,  upon  which  both  fo  inti- 
mately depend.  The  Sum  now  moved  for  is  due  in 
Juflice,  in  Compaffion,  in  Gratitude,  to  the  City  of 
Glafgow  y  and  in  Prudence  we  ought  to  grant  it  as 
fpeedily  and  unanimoufly  as  poflible.  That  City  is  fo 
far  from  derogating  from  its  Merit  by  this  Application, 
that,  I  think,  we  are  obliged  to  its  Friends  for  afking 
fo  little,  becaufe  they  have  thereby  fhut  the  Door 
againft  an  Application  from  any  other  Place  or  Perfon 
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Anno  1748.  in  the  Kingdcrpi ;  and  we  axe  alfo  obliged  to  them  foi' 
having  fo  long  delayed  this  Application  :  While  the 
-Nation  was  engaged  in  a  heavy  and  expenfive  War, 
and  obliged  to  raife  fuch  vaft  Sums  of  Money  yearly 
for  the  Support  of  that  War,  out  of  Regard  to  the 
Public,  they  deferred  making  their  juft  Demand ;  and 
from  hence  the  Noble  Lord,  who  fpokc  fome  Time 
fmce,  mzj  fee  the  Reafon  why  they  did  not  apply  till 
the  Month  of  January  or  Feh?'uary  laft.  Surely,  their 
Regard  for  the  DiftrefTes  of  the  Public,  ought  not  to 
vbe  made  an  Argum.ent  againft  them.  Would  it  be 
-fair  in  a  Man  to  refufe  paying  a  juft  Debt,  becaufe  his 
Creditor  had  delayed  making  any  Demand  till  he  was 
in  a  Condition  to  pay  it  ?  Such  Argum.ents  muft  fbevv^, 
that  Gentlemen  are  at  a  Lofs  v/hat  to  fay  againft  this 
Motion.  Therefore  I  fliall  conclude  with  obferving, 
that  as  to  what  has  been  faid  about  the  Produce  of  the 
forfeited  Eftates,  and  the  Application  of  the  Civil-Lift 
Revenue,  it  is  quite  foreign  to  the  prefent  Queftion  : 
We  have  been  affured,  from  the  beft  Authority,  that 
fieither  of  thofe  Funds  can  anfwer  the  prefent  Demand ; 
and  when  Gentlemen  move  for  an  Enquiry  into  either, 
1  fhall  very  freely  give  my  Opinion  upon  the  Subject; 
for  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  no  Gentleman  who  is 
intrufted  by  his  Majefty  with  the  Management  of  thofe 
Funds,  is  afraid  of  any  Enquiry,  however  fl:ri6t,  if  it 
be  but  candid  and  impartial.  But  as  this  Enquiry 
cannot  be  fet  on  foot,  much  lefs  compleated,  during 
this  Seffion,  and  as  the  Demand  now  under  Confide- 
ration  requires  immediate  Satisfaction,  I  fhall  be  for 
agreeing  to  the  Motion.' 


A  STATE  of  the  NATIONAL  DEBT,  as  it 
7?oci  December  31,   1748. 


A 


EXCHEQUER. 

Nnuities  for  long  Terms,  be- 
ing the  Remainder  of  the 
original  Sum  contributed  and 
unfubfcribed    to    the   South-Sea  L       s.     d.  q. 

Company     -      -.----  1836275   17   10  I 

Cruiied  over  1836275   15  10  | 
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I  s.    d.  q. 

Brought  oyer  1836275   17   10  f    Anno  1748. 
Annuities  for  Lives,  with  the  Be- 
nefit of  Survivorfhip,   being  the 

original  Sum  contributed     -     -     108 1 00     O     o 
Ditto  for  two  and  three  Lives,  be- 
ing the  Sum  remaining  after  what 

is  fallen  in  by  Deaths     -     -     -       98347     8     2  J 
Ditto  on  Plate- AiSl,  6  G^^r^^  L     -    31 2000     o     O 
Ditto  for  Nevis  and  St.  Chrijhpher 

Debentures,  at  3/.  per  Cent,  per 

Annum     -------       37821     5     I  | 

Ditto  at  3/.  lOJ. /j^r  C^,*7/.  1731     -    400000     O     o 
Ditto  at  '7^1  per  Cent.  1736,  charged 

on  the  Sinking-Fund  -  -  -  600000  O  o 
Ditto  1738,  charged  on  Ditto  -  300000  o  o 
Duties  on  Salt  continued  1741  -  427050  O  O 
Duties  further  continued  1745  -  loooboo  O  o 
Exchequer-Bills  made  out  for  In- 

tereft  of  old  Bills  -  -  _  -  2200  O  O 
The    Land-Tax   and   Duties   on 

Malt,  being  annual  Grants,  are 

not  charged  in  this  Account,  nor 

the  1,000,000/.  charged  on  the 

Deductions  of  6  i. /»^r  Pound  on 

Penfions. 

East-India  Company. 
By  tvv'o  A6ls  of  Parliament  9  TVil^ 

Ham  in.  and  two  other  AcSts  6 

2,nd,(^Ann^  -  -  _  _  _  -  3200000  O  "0 
Annuities    at   3/.  per  Cent.   1 744, 

charged  on  the  Surplus  of  the 

additional     Duties      on      Low 

Wines,  ^c,      -      -      -      -     -  1 000000     O     (5. 

BANK  of  England. 
On  their  original  Fund  at  3/.  per 

Cent,  nom  Auguji  i^  1743  -  3200000  O  « 
For    cancelling    Exchequer-Bills, 

3  George  I.      -----     -     50OOOO     O     O 

furchafed  of  the  South-Sea  Com<- 

pany   -»------  4000000     o     o 


Carried  over  1 7021794  11     2% 
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/.  s,     d.  f , 

Brought  over  17021794  11     2  % 
^nm  1748.   Exchequer-Bills  charged  on  the 

Duties  on  Sweets,  1737     -     -       499600     o     o 

Annuities  at  4/.  per  Cent,  on  the 
Duties  on  Coals,  ^c.  fince 
Lady-Day,    1719     -     -     -     -      17500OO     O     O 

Ditto  charged  on  the  Surplus  of 

the  Funds  for  Lottery,   17 14       1250000     0     O 

Ditto  at  3/.  per  Cent,  for  Lot- 
tery, 1731    ------       800000     0     0 

Ditto  at  3  /.  per  Cent.  1742,  charged 

on  the  Sinking-Fund     -    -    -       800000     0     0 

Pitto  at  3/.  per  Cent.  1743,  on  ad- 
ditional Duties  on  Low  Wines, 
Spirits,  tsV.      -      -     -     -     ,     1 800000     O     0 

Ditto  at  3  /.  per  Cent.  1 744,  charged 

on  the  Surplus  of  Ditto     -     -     jSooooo     0     0 

pitto  at  3  /.  per  Cent.  1 745,  charged 
on  additional  Duties  on  all 
Wines  imported  fince  Lady- 
Day,    1745       -----      ^2000000     0     ® 

pitto  at  4/.  per  Centum-,  1746, 
charged  on  Duties  on  Glafs, 
and  additional  Duties  on  Spi- 
rituous Liquors  fince  Lady- 
Day,  1746     -----     3000000    o-    f 

Ditto  at  4 1. per  Cent.  1 746,  charged 
on  Duties  on  Licenfes  for  re- 
tailing Spirituous  Liquors  fince 
Ditto     -     -     -     -     -     -     -       986800     O     0 

Ditto  at  4/.  per  Cent,  for  Lottery 
1747,  charged  on  Duties  on 
Coaches,  &c.     -     -     -     -     -     loooooo     o     0 

Ditto  at  4/.  per  Centum,  1747, 
charged  on  the  Duties  on 
rioufes,  l^c.      -----     4400000     0     0 

Pitto  at  4  /.  per  Cent,  for  Lottery 
and  Annuities  1748,  charged 
on  additional  Subfidy  on  Pound- 
age, l^c.  iince  March  i,  1747     6930000     o     o 

Carried  over  440381^4  |i     2  f 
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A         s.    £q. 

Brought  over  44038194    11      2   f    Anno  374J. 

South-Sea  Company.  '_       _    ,  _^ 

On  tkeir  Capital  Stock  and  An- 
nuities 9  George  I.      -      -      -  27302203     5     6  f 

71340397   16     9  I 

Memorandum,  The  Subfcribers  of  100/.  to  the  Lot- 
tery 1745,  were  allowed  an  Annuity  for  one  Life  of 
9^.  a  Ticket,  which  amounts  to  22,500  /.  and  the  Sub- 
fcribers of  100/.  to  the  Lottery  1746,  were  allowed  an 
Annuity  for  one  Life  of  18  j.  a  Ticket,  which  amounts 
to  45,000  /.  which  Annuities  are  an  Increafe  of  the 
National  Debt,  but  could  not  be  added  thereto,  as  na 
Money  was  advanced  for  the  fame. 

On  the  1 2th  oi  December^  174S5  a  Bill  was  ordered 
in,  ''  For  amending,  explaining,  and  reducing  into 
''  one  h.Qi  of  Parliament,  the  Laws  relating  to  his 
«  Majefty's  Navies."— The  chief  Defign  of  this  Bill 
was  to  render  the  Half-pay  Officers  fubje6l  to  Martial 
Law,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  if  they  were  on  whole 
Pay.  On  February  i,  1749?  the  Bill  w^as  prefented 
to  the  Houfe  by  Lord  BarringWi,  As  this  was  a  Subject 
that  had  never  been  canvafled,  it  met  with  a  ftrong 
Oppofition.  The  Reading  of  the  Bill  was  put  off  to 
the  24th,  at  which  Time  the  following  Petition  was 
prefented  againft  it  by  Sir  'John  Norris^  and  fupported 
hy  Sir  Peter  Warren* 

To  the  Hon.  the  Commons  of  Great-Britair,  in  Par- 
liament aiTembled. 

The  humhle  Petition  of  the  fever al  Ad'nilrah^  Captains^ 
and  Commanders  of  or  belotzging  to  his  Majef.ys  Royal 
Navy^  whofe  Names,  are  hereu7ito  fubfcribedy 

Sheweth, 

THAT  your  Petitioners  finding  by  the  Votes  of 
this  Hon.  Houfe,  that  a  Bill  hath  been  brought 
in,  and  read  a  firft  and  fecond  Time,  and  committed,. 

intituled,  A  Bill  for  amending,  explaining,  and  reducing 
into  one  A^  of  Parliarnmty  th$  Laws  relating  to  the  Go- 

vsrnmenf 


Anno  17^9.  vernment  of  his  Majeftys  Ships ^  Veffels  and  Forces  hy  Sea^ 
do  moft  humbly  beg  Leave  to  reprefent,  that  in  the 
faid  Bill  there  are  feveral  Glaufes  contained,  which 
(ihould  the  fame  pafs  into  a  Law)  would,  as  your 
Petitioners  humbly  apprehend,  greatly  tend  to  the 
Injury  and  Difhonour  of  your  Petitioners,  and  all 
other  Officers  of  his  Majefty's  Navy,  as  alio  to  the 
Detriment  of  his  Majefty's  Service, 

That  as  the  prefent  Laws,  for  Government  of  his 
Majefty's  Navy,  have  been  always  found  fufficient  for 
that  End  ;  and  the  Power  of  the  Lord  High-Admiral 
co-operating  with  the  Zeal  of  the  Sea-Officers,  hath 
been  hitherto  effe6i:ual  to  fecure  the  Service  of  thofe  on 
Half-pay,  upon  the  moil  preffing  Occafions,  your 
Petitioners  humbly  hope,  they  ihall  not  be  fubje^ied  to 
the  many  Hardfhips  and  Difcouragements  that  muft  at- 
tend an  Alteration  of  the  prefent  Laws,  with  Regard  to 
them,  in  many  Particulars. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  mofl:  humbly  pray,  that 
they  may  have  Leave  to  be  heard  by  their  Counfel, 
before  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
whom  the  faid  Bill  is  committed,  againft  fuch 
Parts  thereof  as  they  apprehend  will  be  injurious 
to  themfelves,  and  the  reft  of  the  Officers  of  his 
Majefty's  Navy;  or,  that  they  may  have  fuch 
other  Relief,  as  to  this  Hon.  Houfe,  in  their  great 
Goodnefs,  fhall  feem  meet. 

And  your  Petitioners  Jhall  ever  pray^  &c. 

This  Petition  was  figned  by  three  Admirals  and 
forty-feven  Captains.  After  it  was  read,  the  firft 
Motion  was  for  referring  it  to  the  Confideration  of  a 
Committee,  and  the  Petitioners  to  be  heard  before 
the  fame  by  their  Counfel,  if  they  thought  fit ;  but 
this  Motion  being  waved,  becaufe  it  was  faid,  that  the 
Bill  might  be  fo  amended  in  the  Committee,  as  to  re- 
move all  the  Obje£i:ions  the  Petitioners  had  to  it,  and 
a  Motion  being  made  for  the  Petition's  being  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table,  it  was  moved,  by  Way  of  Amend- 
ment, that  it  ftiould  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table, 
until  the  Report  was  received  from  the  Cojmnittee  of  thi 
whole  Houfe ^  to  whom  the  Bill  for  amendiiig^  &c.  was 
committed^  and  that  tU  Pititioncrs  /houU  k  then  beard 


ly  their  Counfel  upon  this  Petition^  if  they  thought  fit :    Anno  1749. 
But  this  Amendment  was  oppofed,  and  the  Houfe  di-  li—     ^m  ,,  I 
vided,  and  the  Queftion  was  carried  againft  the  Amend- 
me/it  by  227  to  121. 

As  it  was  late  before  this  Debate  ended,  the  Com- 
mittee was  put  off  till  the  Friday  following,  being 
March  3,  when  the  Houfe  refoived  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  faid  Bill,  as  it  did  again  on  the  8th, 
loth,  13th,  I4th5  2ift,  23d,  ^nV  the  5th5  7th,  and 
1 0th;  during  which  Time  there  were  feveral  long 
Debates  upon  Amendments  offered  and  rejected,  the 
chief  of  which  were  as  follow,  viz.  March  3d,  a 
Motion  was  made  to  leave  out  the  Words  (as  luell 
in  Time  of  Peace^  as  in  Time  of  War)  in  the  Claufe 
v/hich  eftablifhes  the  Articles  of"  War  ;  and  the  Quef- 
tion was  put,  if  thofe  Words  fhould  ftand  Part  of 
the  Bill,  which  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  by  186 
to  113. 

A  Motion  was  made  by  Lord  Limerick^  for  referv- 
ing  a  Portion  of  the  Captures  of  Merchants  Ships, 
in  order  to  encourage  the  Taking  of  Ships  of  War. 
This  was  fharply  oppofed  by  Admiral  Vernon^  who 
thereupon  got  up  and  made  the  following  Speech. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 

<  As  I  cannot,  without  more  than  common  Atten-Adm.V«p.©a, 
tion,  hear  the  Debates  upon  a  Queftion,  that  regards 
the  Service  in  which  I  have  had  the  Honour  to  pafs- 
the  greateft  Part  of  my  Life  \  and  as  my  Experience  of 
the  Importance,  Influence  and  Strength  of  the  Britijh 
Navy,  determines  me  to  confider,  as  a  Motion  of 
great  Confequence,  whatever  is  offered  to  this  Houfe 
for  its  Regulation,  I  cannot  prevail  with  myfelf  to  fit 
filent  on  this  Occafion. 

'  The  great  Bulwark  of  this  Nation,  Sir,'  is  our 
Naval  Force;  a  Bulwark,  which,  if  kept  carefully 
repaired,  is  capable  of  excluding  our  Enemies  for 
ever;  and,  in  Truth,  the  only  Fortification  by  which 
we  can  be  able  to  preferve  that  Security  which  is  the 
Foundation  of  public  Happinefs.  This  particular 
Service,  fo  neceffary  to  the  very  Exiflence  of  this  ■ 
Government,  lies  at  prefent  under  fuificient  Hardihips 
and  Difadva.ntages ;  let  us  take  Care  how  we  fubjed: 

it 


It  ib  aiiy  farther  or  greater  Inconveniences,  left  tUef 
fliould  render  the  Service  infupportable  to  our  Sailors, 
which  miift  end  in  the  utter  Ruin  of  this  Country. 
Yet  fuch  Inconveniences,  the  Regard  v^hich  I  have 
for  the  two  Noble  Lords,  who  made  and  feconded  the 
Motion,  will  not  hinder  me  from  difcovering  in  their 
Propofal,  which,  if  in  an  evil  Hour  it  Ihould  pafs  into  a' 
Law,  will  break  the  Spirits  of  the  Brittjh  Sailors,  too 
much  depreffed  already,  by  taking  away  a  Part  of  that 
Reward,  which  the  Legiflature  has  thought  fit  to 
confer  upon  them,  and  by  the  Hope  of  which,  they 
are  fupported  in  the  innumerable  Dangers  and  Hard- 
ihips,  which  they  Daily  undergo;  and  undergo,  give 
me  Leave  to  fay  (I  fpeak  of  the  common  Sailors)  with 
an  Alacrity,  Courage,  and  Chearfulnefs,  which  can 
hardly  be  expelled  from  Men,  whofe  Miferies  are 
Hourly  aggravated  by  Oppreffion  5  and  who  have, 
therefore,  fo  little  Reafon  to  love  the  Community  for 
which  they  fufFer. — Their  Reward  will,  by  a  Law 
like  this,  be  taken  away,  and  taken  away  without 
any  Reafon,  or  any  Advantage.  For  it  may  be  confix 
dered  as  certain,  that  no  Man  of  Spirit  will  omit  an 
Opportunity  of  attacking,  taking  or  deftroying  the 
Enemy's  Ships  of  War,  for  the  fake  of  his  Country ,■ 
for  the  fake  of  his  own  Reputation,  and  for  the  fear 
he  muft  be  in  of  an  ignominious  Puni(hment.  If  all 
thefe  Motives  together,  if  any  one  of  them  feparate, 
is  incapable  of  working  upon  him,  he  muft  be  fo  far 
loft  both  to  the  Senfe  of  Honour  and  Shame,  or,  in 
other  Words,  his  Fear  muft  be  fo  predominant  a  Paf- 
fion  in  him,  that  you  can  never  have  any  Hopes  of 
inducing  him  to  perform  his  Duty  by  any  Rewards. 
Our  Sailors  are  already,  by  the  Nature  of  their  Em- 
ployment, expofed  to  Difficulties  which  we  cannot 
relieve,  and  to  Hardfhips  which  v/e  cannot  redrefs ; 
they  endure,  by  the  defeftive  Conftitution,  or  im- 
proper  Conduct  of  our  Navy,  many  additional  Mife- 
ries, which  I  would  contribute  the  utmoft  in  my 
Power  to  mitigate;  but  I  can  never  give  my  Confent 
to  add  to  the  Calamities  of  a  Naval  State,  or  to  heap 
new  Burthens  on  it, 

*  It  feems  rather  neceflary.  Sir,  to  take  into  our 
Confidcration  the  Service  of  the  Sea,  and  to  appoint  a 
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Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Caufe  of  the  prefent  Anno  1749. 
Navy  Debt,  that  we  may  at  laft  underftand  the  Reafon 
why  the  prefent  Sea-Tickets  bear  fuch  an  enormous 
Difcount,  and  why  the  poor  Sailors  and  their  Families 
are  forced  to  take  up  their  Vv^ages  at  the  Lofs  of  above 
Half  the  Sum  for  which  their  Notes  are  given  j  a 
Grievance  furely  worthy  the  Confideration,  worthy 
the  Attention,  and  infinitely  v/orthy  the  Redrefs  of  a 
Britijh  Parliament;  fince,  by  a  careful  and  eiTe(5lual 
Redrefs,  it  would  fave  a  prodigious  Number  of 
honeft,  innocent,  indultrious  and  ufeful  Perfons 
from  ftarving. 

'  The  Enormity  of  this  deftrudtive  Difcount,  is  fo 
great  a  Difcouragement  to  the  Naval  Power,  that,  in 
a  little  Time,  it  will  be  impoflible  to  carry  en  the 
Service.  Let  us  not,  therefore,  lofe,  in  airy  Projects, 
or  pernicious  Experiments,  that  Time,  which  the 
preiling  Mifeiy  demands  to  be  laid  out  on  its  Relief. 

'  This  is,  however,  not  the  only,  nor  the  greatefl 
Hardship  of  our  Sailors  ;  there  are  other  Corruptions 
that  require  to  be  flopped,  or  Defers  Vv^hich  need 
to  be  fupplied.  Our  Fleets,  vv^hich  are  defrauded  by 
Injuftice,  are  firft  manned  by  Violence,  and  main- 
tained by  Cruelty.  When  our  Ships  are  to  be  fitted, 
an  Imprefs  is  fent  into  the  Streets,  to  bring  thofe, 
who  fhall  fall  in  the  Way,  by  Force  into  the  Veiiels; 
from  that  Time  they  are,  in  Elfecl,  condem-ned  to 
Death;  fmce  they  are  never  allowed  to  fet  Foot  again 
on  Shore,  but  turned  over  from  Ship  to  Ship,  and 
when  they  have  finifhed  one  Expedition,  hurried  into 
another,  without  any  Regard  to  the  Hardfhips  they 
have  undergone,  or  the  Length  of  the  Voyage;  fb 
that  they  mufl  live  upon  Salt  Provifions,  v/ithout 
their  Pay,  till  they  fhall  be  confumed  by  the  Scurvy, 
or  die  of  fome  other  Diflemper,  which  they  have 
contra6led  by  the  Hardfhips  they  have  fufFered,  and 
the  Provifions  on  which  they  have  been  obliged  to 
fubfift :  A  Practice  fo  horrid  and  barbarous,  that  it 
is  fufficient  to  deter  any  one  from  entering  into  the 
Service  at  all,  and  to  oblige  thofe  who  are  fo  unfor- 
tunate as  to  be  engaged  in  it,  to  defert  to  the  Enemy, 
or  fall  upon  the  mofl  defperate  Means  to  fet  them- 
ielves  free  from  fuch  dreadful  Servitude.     Nor  can  it 
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Anno  1749.  eafily  be  guelTed,  why  it  has  not  provoked  the  Sailors 
to  fome  univerfal  Mutiny,  which  might  produce  the 
litter  Ruin  of  this  Kingdom;  a  Confequence,  which 
every  Day  may  be  fuppofed  to  bring  nearer,  as  the 
fame  Cruelty  grows  perpetually  more  hateful  by  daily 
Repetition. 

*  Here,  Sir,  is  a  Grievance  which  cannot  be  men- 
tioned without  Horror,  or  remain  unredrefled  without 
the  greatefl  Danger,  and  the  moft  flagrant  Guilt. 
And,  furely,  it  is  an  Enquiry  well  worthy  of  this 
AfTembly,  whether  the  Royal  Navy  may  not  be  fup- 
plied  by  milder  Methods;  for  if  any  more  convenient 
Way  can  be  found,  and  we  negle6t  to  ufe  it,  we  are 
guilty  of  no  lefs  than  the  Murder  of  thofe  poor 
Wretches,  befides  the  Lofs  of  their  Service,  and  the 
Danger  of  their  Revolt.  All  new  Difcouragements, 
therefore,  fuch  as  are  now  propofed,  can  have  no 
other  Effect  than  that  of  making  Mifery  infupport- 
able,  and  of  heightening  Difcontent  to  Defperation. 

'But  let  us  enquire  whether  the  original  Reafon 
of  the  Motion  be  not  unjuft,  and  whether  the  firft 
Pofitions  have  not  been  too  haiiily  advanced.  It  is 
affirmed,  but  hitherto  without  Proof, .that  our  Sea- 
Officers  have  been  very  diligent  in  taking  rich  Prizes 
from  the  Enemy,  and  at  the  fam.e  Time  extremely 
remifs  and  negligent  in  the  attacking  of  Ships  of 
War ;  a  F.e{ie6tion  too  general  to  be  eafily  made  out, 
and  too  fevere  to  be  filcntiy  admitted.  I  have  been 
too  long  engaged  in  Naval  AlFairs,  not  to  know 
feveral  of  the  Sea-Officers  :  I  have,  by  thofe  Oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  them,  found  them  to  be  Men 
who  would  omit  no  Opportunity  of  being  ferviceable 
to  their  Country;  and,  to  appeal  from  Imagination  to 
certain  Fa6ls,  feveral  of  them  have  fhewn  as  much 
Alacrity  in  attacking  Ships  of  War,  as  they  have 
in  taking  Merchant  Ships ;  nor  do  I  doubt  but  the 
reft  are  ready  to  do  it,  whenever  Occafion  Ihall  offer. 
That  thi-s  is  the  Charadter,  which  at  leaft  fome  of 
our  Officers  deferve,  is  proved  by  the  gallant  Beha- 
viour of  feveral,  and  particularly  Captain  Brett,  Did 
thefe  Gentlemen  behave  as  if  they  wanted  further 
Encouragement  to  perform  their  Duty?  Did  they  not 
attack  Ships  of  fuperior  Force  to  their  ov.'n,  and  with 
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fuch  Courage  and  Skili  as  bring  Honour  to  themfelves.  Anno  1749. 
their  Country,  and  the  Britijh  Flag?  They  ihewed, 
that  at  leail  they  wanted  no  new  Incitements  to  their 
Duty,  and  thtit  they  thought  Merit  defirabie,  with- 
out the  Recommendation  of  any  nev/  Rev/ard;  and 
this.  Sir,  would  be  the  Behaviour  of  every  Sea- 
Officer,  if  a  proper  Regard  was  ihewn  to  Defert  in 
granting  Commiffions;  but  I  am  afraid,  that,  du- 
ring feveral  of  the  laft  Years,  Merit  in  an  Oilicer  has 
been  the  leaft  thing  confidered  in  his  Promotion;  and, 
when  once  that  comes  to  be  the  Cafe,  how  can  we 
expert  to  fee^ Things  in  a  better  Situation? 

'  Here,  Sir,  is  another  Grievance,  which  requires 
our  ferious  and  impartial  Examination;  for,  though 
I  think  I  could  be  anfwerable  for  the  Behaviour  of 
moft  of  our  old  Sea-Officers,  I  would  not  raihly 
venture  to  promife  in  favour  of  Gentlemen  v/ho  have 
lately  been  honoured  v^ith  Commiffions,  to  the  Pre- 
judice of  thofe  Officers  who  have  ferved  the  Crown 
lono;  and  faithfully,  and  who  have  been  difplaced  in 
favour  of  this  new  Set,  not  for  want  of  Military 
Skill  or  Courage,  but  of  Intereft  in  Boroughs  and 
Corporations;  an  Intereft  which,  in  the  prefent 
kno--iing  Age,  has  been  difcovered  to  be  of  more  Ufe 
than  any  other,  fufficient  to  fupply  the  Defect  of  any 
other  Skill  civil  or  military,  and  immediately  to 
render  a  Man  equal  to  any  Employment.  This 
Intereft  is  fufficient,  not  oply  to  fupply  Merit,  but  to 
excufe  Faults;  not  only  to  procure  Advancement,  but 
to  hinder  Degradation,  however  deferved,  and  to 
juftify  thofe,  of  whom  every  other  Motive  of  Judge^ 
ment  would  enforce  the  Condemnation.  A  Stop 
ought  to  be  immediately  -put  to  this  pernicious 
Pra6lice  ;  for  if  it  were  once  known,  that  Preferment 
were  ftill  to  accompany  Merit,  and  Difgrace  be  the 
Confequence  of  Cowardice,  you  would  foon  fee  a 
general  Refonnation. 

'  An  Hon.  Gentlemen  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  v/e 
could  never  expect  Juftice  from  a  Court-Martial ;  that 
at  Deptford^  after  fitting  fo  long  a  Time,  having  at 
laft  done  nothing.  Now  I  muft  beg  Leave  to  differ 
with  him,  in  my  Sentiments  on  that  Affair ;  for  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  fay  they  have  done  a  great  Deal.     I 
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Anno  1749.    am  lure.  Sir,  (and  I  appeal  to  every  one  v/ho  under- 
ftands  any  thing  of  Maritime  Affairs)  that  they  have 
plainly   pointed  out  where   the  Fault   lay,    in  every 
particular   Inftance.       Whether   the    Sentences    they 
have  paffed  have  been  adequate  to  the  Crimes,  is  ano- 
ther Confideration,  for  which  the  prefent  is  no  proper 
Time.     As  to  other  Court-Martials,  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man may  perhaps  have  carried  his  Cenfure  too  far ; 
for  I  have  been  concerned  in  feveral,  where,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  judge,  Juftice  has  been  adminiftred 
in  the  moil:  exaft  and  impartial  Manner.     Their  Sen- 
tences have   been  without  Reproach;   but  if,    after- 
wards, thofe  Sentences  have  been  revoked  or  mitigated, 
that  cannot  be   faid  to  be  the  Fault  of  the  Court- 
Martial.      When    I    commanded    the    Fleet    in   the 
Downsy  lafl:  Year,  I  granted  a  Commiffion    for    the 
Trial  of  a  Captain  of  Marines,  his  Name  *  I  have  at 
prefent    forgot,    for    Mifbehaviour    and    Cowardice 
aboard  Captain  Breit\  Ship,  the  Lion^  in  her  Engage- 
ment with    the   Elizabeth^    a  French  Man    of  War. 
The    Captain,    who    was    Prefident   of    the    Court- 
Martial,  I  well  know  to  be  a  Perfon  of  great  Can- 
dour,     Humanity    and     Tendernefs,      who     would 
confider  every  thing  the  Criminal  could  offer  for- his 
Defence  in  the  moPc  favourable  Manner.     But,  after 
a  fair   and   impartial  Trial,    he    was    found    guilty, 
from  the    ftrcngeft  Proofs  of  the   Fa6ls  laid  to  his 
Charge,  and  accordingly  received  Sentence  of  Death. 
Here,  Sir,  the  Power  of  the  Court-Martial  was   at 
an  End;  the  Execution  of  their  Sentence  depended 
on  other  Decifions,  by  which  it  was  changed  into  Ba- 
niiliment,    fomewhere  or  other,    into   fome    Region 
perhaps  of  Happinefs;  for  in  what  other  Terms  can 
I  mention  Banifhment  into  Guernfey  or  Jerfey^  where 
he  may  live   better    with    his    Infamy,    than  Merit 
could  have  enabled  him  to  live  in  Eiigland? 

'  Another  Inftance  of  the  Impartiality  of  Courts- 
Pvlartial,  was  the  Cafe  of  Phillips^  Lieutenant  of  the 
Anglcfea  Man  of  War,  which  was  taken  by  a  French 
Privateer.  The  Captain  being  killed  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  Engagement,  the  Command  in  Courfe 
devolved    upon   the   Lieutenant,  who  ftruck    to  the 
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French  Ship  in  a  mofc  fcandalous  Manner.     For  this,    Anno  1749. 
Sir,  he  was  tried,    the  Fa6):  plainly  proved ;  he  was 
condemned  to  Death,  and  executed  according  to  his 
Sentence. 

'  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  Foundation  of  this 
Motion  fails  us,  and  that  there  is  no  fuch  Neg]e6l  of 
Duty  at  Sea,  or,  indeed,  Neglect:  in  our  Courts- 
Martial,  as  has  been  fuppofed ;  but,  that  this  Zeal 
for  Amendment  may  find  Employment,  let  us  examine 
a  little  into  the  Land-Service,  in  v/hich  many  Grie- 
vances feem  to  call  for  Reformation,  At  Sea,  feveral 
Services  of  Confequence,  of  very  great  Confequence 
to  the  Kingdom,  have  been  performed  fmce  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  War.  At  Land,  not  any  have 
been  undertaken  with  Succefs,  and  yet  we  feem  deter- 
mined to  go  on,  in  fpite  of  Nature  and  Fortune. 
And  fmce  it  has  been  our  Fortune  to  mention 
Martial-Courts,  let  us  enquire  into  Courts-Martial 
by  Land,  and  fee  w^hat  has  been  done  there;  what 
Examinations  they  take,  and  what  Sentences  they 
pronounce.  This  will  be  found  a  large  Field  for 
Enquiry,  and  perhaps  for  Cenfure.  What  has  been 
the  Refult  of  the  famous  Court-Martial,  lately  held 
at  Whitehall^  to  enquire  into  our  late  and  almoft  fatal 
Mifcarriages  in  the  North  ?  Has  it  not  been  fuch  a 
one  as,  I  believe,  never  was  known  before?  Have 
they  not  acquitted  all  thofe  whom  they  tried,  though 
feveral  important  WitnelTes  were  confefTedly  in  Scot- 
land? Here  is,  indeed,  a  Mockery  of  Inquifition, 
worthy  of  the  Intervention  and  Examination  of  Par- 
liament. But  I  never  yet  found  that  any  of  the  Sea- 
OiHcers,  I  mean  fuch  as  deferve  the  Name  of  OiHcers, 
ever  wanted  any  Encouragement  to  attack  the  Ene- 
my's Ships  of  War  at  any  Time.  I  am  fure  I  never 
dreamt  of  any  fuch  thing  m.yfelf,  nor  I  believe  any  of 
the  Oiiicers  under  me;  and  yet  there  were  no  lefs 
than  Eleven  Ships  of  War  taken  and  deftroyed, 
during  the  Time  I  had  the  Honour  to  command  a 
Squadron  in  his  Majefty's  Service,  in  the  TVeJi-Indies, 
There  Vv^ere  Six  Ships  of  "War  taken  at  Carthagena^ 
.  Three  at  Porto-Bello^  and  Two  Sloops  at  Chagre ;  and 
I'll  take  upon  me  to  fay  there  never  was  a  brafs  Far- 
thing  received    for   any  of  them.     Sir,  I  am  afraid 
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Anno  1740.    tills  Propofitjon  may  be  attended  v/Ith  much  greater 
Evils  than  any  I  have  yet  hinted  to  you.     I  am  afraid, 
if  fuch  an  A&:  inould  pafs,  it  would  put  a  very  great 
Power  into  the  Hands  of  the  Miniftry;  and  Minifters 
are  a  fort  of  Perfons  in  whom,  I  muft  own,  I  have 
no  very  great  Faith.       Sir,  I  am  one  of  thofe  who 
verily  believe  a  future  Judgment;  but.  Sir,  I  am  an 
Enemy  to  all  implicit  Faith,  and  efpecially  to  implicit 
Faith  in  Minifters.     Now,  Sir,  I  look  upon  thepaffing 
fuch  a  Bill  as  is  propofed  to  you,  to  be  taking  a  great 
Step    towards    placing  implicit  Faith  in  a  Minifter; 
•fmce   it  is  giving  a  large  Sum  of   Money  into   his 
Hands,  to  be  difpofed  of  at  his  Pleafure;  it  is  giving 
an  additional  Power  of  Corruption  into  his  Hands, 
where  too  great  a  Power  is  lodged  already.     I  can, 
indeed,  confider  the  Scheme  before  us,  as  no  other 
than  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  Fund  for  Corruption  ;  an 
Opportunity  given  to  Perfons   in  Power  of  embez- 
zling a  great  Part  of  the  Money  which  is  juftly  the 
Due  of  the  poor  Sailors;  for  what  can  be  expe6led 
but  endlefs  Frauds,  when  it  is  to  pafs  through  the 
Hands  of  dirty  Clerks,  and  low  Tools  in  Office  ? 

'  There  is  one  thing,  indeed,  which  ought  to  be 
amended ;  a  very  unequal  Diftribution  is  made  of  the 
Prize  Money  between  the  Officers  and  Sailors;  the 
Sailors'  Part  bearing  no  Manner  of  Proportion  to 
that  of  the  Officers.  By  increafmg  the  Share  of  the 
Sailors,  you  will  increafe  their  Spirits  and  Refolution, 
Let  us,  Sir,  undertake  fomething  that  may  be  of 
■Service  to  the  Fleet,  inftead  of  diftreffing  it  further: 
Let  us  find  out  fome  Method  to  prevent  the  Death  of 
fo  many  Men  who  Daily  perifh  for  want  of  Pvefrefh- 
mcnts;  and,  for  this  End,  let  us  refolve  at  leaft  to 
change  the  prefent  hateful  Method  of  Impreffing. 

^  Such  a  Method  is  not  difficult  to  be  found  ;  for. 
In  the  laft  Seffiion  of  Parliament,  a  Scheme  was 
ftartedj  which  would,  in  a  great  Meafure,  have  man- 
ned our  Fleet;  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  have  pre- 
vented a  moft  grievous  Evil,  the  pernicious  Pra6lice  of 
Smuggling.  The  Sm.ugglers,  Sir,  not  only  exhauft 
our  National  Wealth,  a"nd  carry  it  to  our  Enemies, 
but,  at  the  fame  Tim.e,  what  is  of  infinitely  worfe 
Cpnfecjuence,  they  carry  them  Intelligence  of  every 
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Step  that  is  taken  in  this  Kingdom;  fo  that  they  at  Anno  1749. 
once  deflroy  our  Wealth,  and  our  Honour,  and  produce  * 
at  once  Beggary  and  Defeats.  Nor  can  they  bring 
back  Intelligence  from  our  Enemies ;  for  upon  their 
being  admitted  into  the  French  Ports,  they  are 
examined  by  the  Intendant,  who,  after  he  has  re- 
ceived from  them  all  the  Information  they  are  able 
to  give,  fvvears  them  not  to  difcover  what  they  fee 
there. 

'  Thefe  Wretches  might  not  only  be  fupprefied,  but 
made  ufeful,  by  the  Method  then  propofed^  but  that 
Method  was  rejeiled,  and  another  taken,  which  ought 
rather  to  be  called  an  Encouragement  than  a  Check  : 
What  Reafon  could  be  urged  for  this  Condudl:,  I 
know  not;  but  it  is  the  general  Opinion  without 
Doors,  that  the  Smugglers  have  powerful  Protection 
fomewhere;  and  nothing  has  been  yet  done,  by 
which  that  Opinion  can  be  weakened. 

'  But,  Sir,  this  is  not  the  Subjedl  of  Debate  at 
prefent;  and,  therefore,  I  hope  it  v/itl  be  examined 
into  at  a  more  proper  Time.  I  hope  that  a  Time 
will  com.e,  when  a  Committee  fhal)  be  appointed  to 
confider  the  State  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Caufe  of  the 
vaft  Debt  with  which  it  is  at  prefent  incumbered,  and 
to  propofe  Methods  proper  for  the  more  eafy  and 
fpeedy  Manning  of  the  Fleet;  and  that  the  poor 
Sailors  may  receive  their  Wages  w^ithout  paying  a 
Premium  of  above  one  Half,  for  the  Advance  of  the 
reft:  Thefe  are  Enquiries,  thefe  are  Propofals,  in 
which  I  have  long  wifhed  to  fee  the  Houfe  engaged, 
and  In  which  I  fhall  be  glad  to  give  all  the  Affiftance 
in  my  Power.  Whatever  may  tend  to  alleviate  the 
Diftreffes  of  the  poor  Sailors,  I  fhall  eagerly  embrace'; 
but  I  will  never  give  my  Confent  to  any  thing  that 
may  make  their  Burthen  ftill  greater,  which  would 
be  the  Effe6l  of  the  prefent  Scheme.' 

April  5.  In  the  firft  Draught  of  the  Bill  the  Oath 
to  be  taken  by  the  Members  of  a  Court-Martial  was. 
That  none  of  them  fnould  difcover  the  Vote  of  any 
particular  Member,  unlefs  thereunto  required  by 
lawful  Authority;  therefore  in  the  Committee  a 
Motion  was  made  to  leave  out  the  Words  (lawful 
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Anno  1749.  ■■^^iit^^''ity)  in  order  to'  infert  thefe  Words,  (the 
Courts  of  yuflice  In  fuch  Cafes  where  they  have 
noiv  by  Lavj  a  Right  to  interfere^  or  by  either  Houfe 
of  Parliament).  As  to  leaving  out  the  Words 
(lawful  Authority)  no  Objed:ion  was  made,  but  it 
l3eing  propofed  to  infert  in  tiieir  Room  the  Words 
(Ad  of  parliame?it)  it  occafioned  a  long  Debate,  in 
which  the  general  Necelfity  and  Scope  of  the  Bill 
were  thoroughly  canvafied.  At  length  the  Queilion 
v/as  put  for  inferting  the  V/ords  (ASi  of  Parliament) 
which  was  carried  by  iii  againft  67. 

The  Subftance  of  the  Arguments  upon  the 
general  Necellity,  and  Scope  of  the  Bill,  were  as 
follow. 

Againfl  the  Bill. 

'  In  ail  wife  Governments  it  is  a  Handing  Maxim 
not  to  make  any  new  Law,  unlefs  there  appears  to  be 
a  Neceility  for  fo  doing  j  and  therefore,  with  regard 
to  the  Bill  now  before  us,  there  are  two  Queftions 
neceiFary  for  our  Confideration,  which  are,  firft. 
Whether  a  new  Law  be  necellary  for  the  Government 
of  his  Majelly's  Ships  and  Forces  by  Sea?  and, 
fecondly.  Whether  the  Bill  now  before  us  be  fuch  a 
one  as  ought  to  be  paffed  into  a  Law  ?  As  to  the  firft 
Queftion,  it  muft  be  ov/ned.  that  we  have  always  had 
a  very  great  Regard  for  the  Law  paffed  in  the  13th 
of  King  Charles  IL  It  was  a  Law  concerted  by  as 
great  Men  as  ever  were  at  the  Head  of  Affairs  in  this 
Kingdom,  and  under  that  Law  our  Navy  has  been 
governed  for  near  Ninety  Years,  without  any  Com- 
plaint, and  with  more  Glory,  than  v/ill  be  acquired 
under  any  Law  that  can  be  fubftituted  in  its  Room. 
That  Law  was  drawn  up  by  the  great  Admiral  Mon- 
tague., foon  after  Earl  of  Sandwich.,  who  had  before 
fhewn  himfdf  an  excellent  Officer  both  by  Sea  and 
Lsnd ;  and  it  was  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Hyde.,,t\\Q  Marquis  of  Ormond^  Denzil  Plolles^ 
Sir  Anthony- Af^ley  Cooper.^  afterwards  Earl  of  Shaftef- 
hury^  and  feveral  other  great  Men,  who  were  of  the 
King's  Council,  before  it  was  offered  to  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament  for  their  Approbation.  It  was 
granted,  that  it  had  fome  Defeats,  as  every  human 
Law  muff  have,  and  Laws  have  fince  been  paffed  for 
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remedying  thofe  Defects  3  but,  in  my  Opinion,  none  Anno  1749, 
of  them  have  anfwered  the  End  intended;  and  thofe 
Defects  were  thought  fo  trivial,  that  both  the  Dutch 
Wars  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and  the  French 
War  in  the  Reign  of  King  William^  as  well  as  that 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne^  were  carried  on,  and 
glorioufiy  carried  on,  without  any  Law  for  remedy- 
ing thofe  Defe£i:s,  except  that  Law  made  in  the 
Beginning  of  King  WiUlawJs  Reign,  which  appoints 
an  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Judges  in  every  Court- 
Martial ;  and  whether  fuch  an  Oath  be  of  any  Ser- 
vice or  no,  may  be  doubted  ;  becaufe  a  Man  who  is  fo 
wicked  as  to  refolve  to  aft  unjuftly,  will  fhew  no 
Regard  to  that  or  any  other  Oath  that  can  be  framed 
hy  the  Legiflature. 

'  It  was  therefore  obferved,  that  from  the  Year  1661, 
to  the  Year  1720,  our  Navy  was  governed  by  that 
Law  of  King  Charles  II.  without  any  material  Altera- 
tion or  Amendment;  but  in  the  Year  1720,  we 
began  to  think  of  extending  the  Power  of  Courts- 
Martial,  and  v/ith  this  View  a  Claufe  was  inferted  in 
an  \di  then  paffed,  by  which  it  was  enabled.  That 
Seamen  guilty  of  any  of  the  Offences  mentioned  in 
the  KQi  of  the  13th  of  Charles  II.  upon  the  Shore  in 
any  foreign  Parts,  fhould  be  tried  and  punifhed  by  a 
Court-Martial.  Now  to  determine  whether  this  was 
an  Amendment  or  the  contrary,  we  muft  confider, 
that  by  the  KQi  of  King  Charles  II.  the  Jurifdicfion 
thereby  given  to  Courts-Martial  is  exprefsly  confined 
to  fuch  of  the  Oitences  therein  mentioned  as  fhould 
be  committed  upon  the  main  Sea,  or  in  VefTels  hover- 
ing in  the  main  Stream  of  great  Rivers,  only  beneath 
the  Bridges  nigh  to  the  Sea,  within  the  Jurifdiction 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  only  by  Perfons  in  Service  and 
Pay  in  the  Fleet,  or  Ships  of  War.  So  that  if  any 
of  thofe  Offences  had  been  committed  upon  the  Shore, 
or  at  Land,  even  in  foreign  Parts,  not  within  the 
Britijh  Dominions,  the  Offender  was  to  be  brought 
Hom.e,  and  tried  by  the  Common  Law;  or  if  com- 
mitted in  any  of  our  Plantations,  he  was  to  be  tried 
by  the  Common-Law  Courts  eftablilhed  in  that 
Plantation. 

'  Thus 


[  266  ] 
Mmna  1749.  *  Thus  we  fee  how  careful  the  Parh'ament  was, 
in  the  Year  16613  of  incroaching  upon  the  Liberties 
of  the  Subje6l:,  the  chief  Part  of  which  confifts  in 
their  being  tried,  when  accufed  of  any  Crime,  by- 
God  and  their  Country;  that  is  to  fay,  by  an  impar- 
tial Judge,  and  a  Jury  of  their  Neighbours  in  the 
Country;  and  in  their  not  being  fubjedled  even  to  a 
Trial,  till  a  Jury  of  Neighbours  has  found  fufiicient 
Caufe  to  fufped:  their  being  guilty,  by  finding  the 
Bill  of  Indi(5lment  againft  them.  And  if  we  confi- 
der  the  Cireumftances  of  Affairs  at  that  Time,  we 
ihall  have  ftill  greater  Reafon  to  extol  the  Caution  of 
that  Parliament;  for  though  they  in  fome  Cafes 
{hewed  too  much  Complaifance  to  the  Crov/n,  yet 
ivith  refpeiS:  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  their  Com- 
plaifance, even  in  the  Honey-Moon  of  the  Reftora- 
tjon,  was  far  from  being  extraordinary.  The  Court 
v/ere  then  pufhing  for  a  Mutiny-Bill  with  regard  to 
the  Army,  but  the  King's  .Minifters  forefaw  that  it 
would  be  impollible  to  prevail  v/ith  that  Parliament 
to  eftablifh  a  ftanding  Army  by  Lavv',  therefore  they 
compounded  the  Matter,  and  contented  themfelves 
with  obtaining  this,  which  is,  a  Sort  of  Mutiny-Bill 
with  regard  to  the  Navy,  and  this  they  took  Care  to 
confine  in  the  Manner  already  mentioned. 

'  It  was  indeed,  admitted,  that  v/ith  regard  to 
Offences  committed  on  Shore  in  foreign  Parts,  not 
fubjeft  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain^  the  Bill  was 
too  much  confined,  becaufe  fuch  Offences  ought,  I 
think,  to  be  made  triable  by  a  Court-Martial  of  the 
Squadron  to  which  the  Offenders  belong,  and  this 
was  the  Defeat  which  was  made  the  Pretence  for  the 
Law  in  1720;  but  our  Parliament  was  then  grown 
io  very  complaifant,  that  they  extended  the  Jurif- 
di6lion  of  Courts-Pv'Iartial  to  Offences  committed  on 
Shore  in  any  foreign  Part  whatever,  by  which  they 
have  made  a  mofl:  dangerous  Incroachment  upon  the 
Civil  Power  in  all  his  Majefty's  Plantations;  there- 
fore this  may  be  called  an  Alteration,  but  it  cannot 
be  called  an  Amendment. 

'  From  the  Year   1720,  to  the  Year  1745,  there 

was    no  new  Law  introduced  that  can  be  properly 

called  a  Law,  for  regulating  the  Government  of  his 
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Majefty's  Navy;  but  in  that  Year  fome  Gentlemen,  Anno  1749. 
who  had  juft  got  into  the  Adminiftration,  began  to  be  * 
poflefled  with  the  Spirit  of  Lawgiving,  which  made 
them  difcover  feveral  Defe6}:s,  never  before  thought 
of,  in  our  Laws  for  regulating  the  Government  of 
the  Navy ;  and  to  remedy  thofe  Defeats,  they  cooked 
up  a  Bill,  which  was  that  Seffion  pafled  into  a  Law; 
but  how  did  they  fucceed  ?  Why,  but  laft  Year  they 
were  forced  to  give  us  a  new  Specimen  of  their 
Cookery,  and  to  bring  in  and  pafs  a  Bill  for  repealing 
the  Law  they  had  made  but  three  Years  before;  and 
now  they  have  brought  in  a  Bill  not  only  for  repeal- 
ing the  Law  they  made  laft  Year,  but  alfo  for  repeal- 
ing all  the  Laws  now  in  being  for  regulating  the 
Government  of  the  Navy. 

'  This  feems  to  be  no  great  Encouragement  for  us 
to  accept  of  any  more  Specimens  of  their  Cookery, 
efpecially  this,  which  is  to  deftroy  what  the  Navy- 
has  glorioufly  fubfifted  on  for  many  Years.  If  they 
had  confined  their  Bill  to  the  Repealing  of  all  the 
Laws  made  fmce  1661,  for  the  Government  of  his 
Majefty's  Navy,  we  fhould  have  confented  to  it; 
becaufe  every  Alteration  fmce,  has  made  the  Cafe 
worfe  inftead  of  better.  King  Williamh  Law  for 
appointing  an  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Judges  has 
only  added  Perjury  to  Injuftice;  and  we  fhould  ra- 
ther chufe  to  have  OiFences  committed  on  Shore  in 
foreign  Parts  remain  unpunifhed  till  the  Offenders 
could  be  fent  Home,  than  to  have  the  Civil  Power  in 
all  our  Plantations  divefted  of  the  Right  to  try  and 
punifli  Seamen  for  Offences  committed  within  its 
Jurifdiction.  Even  that  Claufe  in  the  A61:  of  the 
8th  of  the  late  King  againfl  Piracy,  v/hich  fubjeils 
the  Captain  of  a  King's  Ship  to  a  Penalty,  who  fhall 
receive  on  Board  any  Merchandize,  in  order  to  trade 
with  the  fame,  is  very  unneceffary;  becaufe  it  is  in 
the  Power  of  the  Admiralty  to  cafhier  or  difmifs  any 
fuch  Merchant  Captain  with  Infam.y  from  the  Service. 
And  as  to  the  Novelties  introduced  by  the  Law  paffed. 
laft  Year,  every  one  of  them  is  either  ufelefs  or  of 
pernicious  Confequence. 

'  As  to  thefe  Novelties,  we  fhall  take  Notice  of 
fome  few  of  them;  and  iirft,  as  to  that  by  which  it 

is 


[    268     ] 

Anno  2749.  is  enacted,  That  no  Commander  in  Chief  of  any 
Fleet  or  Squadron,  or  Detachment  thereof,  fhall  pre- 
fide  at  any  Court-Martial  in  foreign  Parts,  we  really 
think  it  ridiculous.  Will  you,  or  can  you  think  the 
King  ever  will  truft  the  Command  of  a  Fleet  or  Squa- 
dron to  a  JVIan,  who  is  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  pre-^  - 
liding  at  a  Court-Martial?  To  pretend,  that  the 
chief  Com,mander,  by  being  Prefident,  may  influence 
the  Court  to  do  as  he  pleafes,  is  contrary  to  Experi- 
ence. We  knew  an  Inflance  to  the  contrary.  A 
chief  Commander,  who  was  in  his  Nature  a  little 
paflionate  and  full  of  Refentment,  had  appointed  a 
Court-Martial  to  try  a  Man  who  had  offended  him. 
He  was  himfelf  Prefident,  as  by  the  old  Law  he  was 
of  courfe;  and  after  the  Fa6l  had  been  inquired  into, 
and  the  WitnefTes  on  both  Sides  examined,  he  was 
going  to  pronounce  it  as  the  unanimous  Opinion  of 
the  Court,  that  the  Prifoner  was  guilty,  but  after 
a  little  Paufe,  one  of  the  Captains  flood  up  and  faid, 
he  hoped  the  Prefident  would  not  pronounce  fuch  a 
Sentence,  as  being  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  the 
Court,  for  that  he  was  of  a  contrary  Opinion ;  and 
after  he  had  given  his  Reafons,  another  flood  up, 
and  declared  himfelf  of  the  fame  Opinion  5  then  ano- 
ther j  after  him  a  third :  In  ihort,  every  Member 
prefent  declared  againfl:  the  Opinion  of  their  chief 
Con'imander,  fo  that  inflead  of  being  unanimoufly 
condemned,  the  Man  was  almofl  unanimoufly  ac- 
quitted. 

'  This  fhews,  that  by  the  old  Law  the  chief  Com- 
mander of  a  Squadron,  though  Prefident  of  the 
Court-Martial  by  him  appointed,  could  not  influence 
the  Court  to  do  whatever  he  pleafed;  but  by  the  pext 
Novelty  we  are  to  take  Notice  of,  you  have  put  it  in 
the  Power  of  every  chief  Commander  of  a  Squadron 
to  have  fuch  a  Court-Martial  as  he  may  influence, 
without  being  either  Prefident,  or  having  a  Vote 
therein;  and  to  fhew  this,  I  mufl  obferve,  that  by 
the  old  Law  and  Cuflom  of  the  Navy,  when  any  of 
the  King's  Ships  had  the  Court-Martial  Flag  out, 
not  only  all  the  Captains  of  that  Squadron  were 
obliged  to  repair  on  Board,  and  had  their  Seat  and 
Vote  in  that  Court-Martial,  but  every  Pofl-Captain 
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of  a  King's  Ship,  that  happened  by  Accident  to  come  ^nno  1749, 
in  Sight  of  the  Court-Martial'Flag,  was  obliged  to 
repair  on  Board,  and  had  his  Seat  and  Vote  in  that 
Court-Martial;  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  which 
happened  in  the  famous  Trial  of  the  Lord  Torririgton^ 
the  Beginning  of  King  Williams  Reign,  which  was 
a  Trial  that  no  Captain  would  have  chofen  to  be 
prefent  at,  becaufe  by  acquitting,  he  was  fure  of  dif- 
obliging  the  King;  and  by  condemning,  he  might 
probably  be  guilty  of  great  Injuftice  towards  the 
Prifoner;  yet  Sir  John  Nerris^  who  by  mere  Accident 
came  in  Sight  of  the  Kent  Frigate  at  Sheernefs^  on 
Board  of  which  the  Court-Martial  was  then  fitting, 
and  the  Flag  for  that  Purpofe  out,  as  foon  as  he  faw 
that  Flag  out,  he  was  fo  obfervant  of  his  Duty,  that 
he  left  his  Ship,  repaired  on  Board  the  Kent  Frigate, 
and  was  one  of  thofe  who  joined  in  unanimoudy 
acquitting  that  Noble  Lord,  contrary  to  their  own 
Intereft,  becaufe  they  thereby  run  the  Rife  of  being 
difmified  the  Service,  and  never  again  employed  in 
the  Navy,  at  leaft  during  that  King's  Reign;  which 
is  another  Inftance  of  its  being  difficult  to  obtain 
any  undue  Influence  over  Courts-Martial,  v*'hilft  tiiey 
remained  upon  the  ancient  Footing,  though  a  late 
Inftance  has  convinced  many  People,  that  the  thing 
is  not  now  abfolutely  impoifible;  becaufe,  it  feems, 
the  Officers  of  our  Navy,  as  well  as  all  other  Ranks 
of  Men  in  the  Kingdom,'  are  become  a  little  more 
complaifant  to  their  Superiors  than  v/as  ufual  in 
former  Days. 

*-  But  if  the  Obtaining  of  fuch  an  Influence  was  not 
abfolutely  impoifible,  even  under  the  ancient.  Regu- 
lation, it  is  made  much  more  eafy  by  the  Law  palled 
laft  Seffion,  which  ena6ls,  That  no  Court-Martial 
fhall  confift  of  more  than  nine,  or  lefs  than  five  Fer- 
fons,  and  ftiall  be  compofed  of  fuch  Commanders 
there  prefent  as  are  next  in  Seniority  to  the  Officer 
who  prefides  at  the  Court-Martial ;  for  by  this  Means 
it  muft  always  be  beforehand  known,  who  are  to  be 
the  Members  of  the  Court-Martial,  which  will  af- 
ford an  Opportunity  for  undue  Practices,  and 
Methods  may  be  taken  to  detach  intra6labie  Captains 
from  the  Squadron  before  the  Court-Martial  be  ap- 
pointed. 
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Anno  1749.  pointed.  Then  as  to  the  Courts-Martial  in  Britam 
or  Ireland^  the  Admiralty  is  intrufted  with  a  moft 
dangerous  Power,  which  is  that  of  direding  a  Flag- 
Officer,  or  Captain  of  any  Ship  of  War,  who  fliall 
be  in  any  Port  within  Great-Britain  or  Ireland^  to 
hold  Courts-Martial  there,  and  to  prefide  thereat; 
and  that  though  there  be  but  two  Poft-Gaptains  there 
befides  himfelf,  he  being  in  that  Cafe  impowered,  by 
a  following  Claufe,  to  call  any  two  Commanders  of 
his  Majefty's  Vefiels  then  in  that  Port,  under  the 
Degree  of  a  Poft-Captain,  in  order  to  make  a  fuili- 
cient  Number  to  hold  a  Court-Martial ;  fo  that  the 
befl:  Officer  in  the  Navy  may  find  his  Life  at  the  Mercy 
of  a  Flag-Officer  or  Captain,  and  the  Commanders 
of  two  little  Sloops  fent  to  that  Port,  on  purpofe  to 
facrifice  him  to  the  Refentment  of  a  Miniflrer,  whom 
he  may  perhaps  have  offended  by  a  brave  and  honour- 
able Difcharge  of  his  Duty  to  his  Country. 

'  It  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  ex- 
clude Men  of  a  high  Rank  from  prefiding  or  fitting 
in  a  Court-Martial,  or  to  impower  Men  of  a  low 
Rank  to  prefide  or  fit  there;  becaufe  the  lower  a 
Man's  Rank  is  in  the  Navy,  the  more  he  will  always 
be  expofed  to  the  Influence  of  an  ambitious  or  re- 
vengeful Minifter;  and  therefore,  if  there  were  no 
other  Reafon,  we  fhould  be  for  repealing  the  Law 
paffed  laft  Seffion  for  regulating  the  Navy.  But 
there  is  another  Novelty  introduced  by  that  Law, 
which  is  the  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Members  of  a 
Court-Martial.  They  are  not  only  to  fwear,  that 
they  will  duly  adminifter  Juftice,  as  was  prefcribed 
by  the  Law  of  King  William^  which  was  a  Law 
paffed  on  purpofe  for  the  Trial  of  the  Lord  Torring- 
ton^  already  mentioned;  but  they  are  to  fwear,  not  to 
difcover  any  thing  that  paffes  in  Debate  relating  to 
the  Trial:  Nay,  even  the  Judge- Advocate  is  to  fwear 
to  the  fame  Secrecy.  How  ridiculous  is  this?  Haw 
contrary  to  the  whole  Tenor  of  our  Conftitution? 
An  Oath  of  Secrecy  is  an  Oath  taken  by  no  Court 
of  Juftice  in  the  World,  except  the  Court  of  Inqui- 
fition;  and  as  that  Court  is  in  its  own  Nature  a 
Court  of  Injuftice,  Cruelty,  and  Oppreffion,  we 
hope,  it  will  never  be  made  a  Precedent  for  any  new 
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Regulation  here.     In  this  happy  Country  the  Pro-    ^^j^q  ,  , 
ceedings  of  all  our  Courts  of  Juftice  are  open  and  t  _,      f 

publickly  known :  No  Judge  is  afraid  or  afliamed  of 
the  Opinion  he  gives,  or  of  the  Reafons  on  which 
he  founds  that  Opinion.  Even  in  the  moft  folemn 
Trials  in  this  Houfe,  our  Proceedings  are  open  to 
the  whole  World ;  and  we  give  our  Votes  in  the  moil 
public  Manner.  This  is  the  great  Security  for  the 
Impartiality  and  Honefty  of  ?11  our  Courts  of  Juftice; 
Were  it  in  their  Power  to  conceal  from  the  World 
what  they  do,  or  the  Opinions  they  give.  Bribery 
and  Corruption  would  foon  be  as  frequent,  and  have 
as  powerful  an  Effe6l,  as  it  has  at  any  Eled:ion  in 
the  Kingdom;  for  it  has  always  been,  and  always 
will  be,  the  Prayer  of  Rogues, 

No^em  peccatis,  et  fraudibus  objice  nuhem. 

And  this  Prayer  will  be  effecl:ually  anfwered  by  this 
Oath  of  Secrecy,  efpecially  in  our  Courts-Martial, 
which  muft  never  confift  of  a  Number  lefs  than  five ; 
becaufe,  let  the  Proceeding  or  Sentence  be  never  fo 
infamous,  no  particular  Member  can  be  charged  with 
it  by  the  People,  as  every  one  of  them  will  at  ieaft 
infinuate  that  he  voted  againft  it. 

•''  This,  is  another  Reafon  why  the  A6t  of  lafl 
Seflion  ought  to  be  repealed;  and  as  to  the  new  Regu- 
lations thereby  introduced,  relating  to  Ships  of  War 
wrecked,  or  taken  by  the  Enemy,  it  was  before  in 
the  Power  of  the  Crown  to  continue  the  Pay  to  thofe 
Officers  and  Seamen  that  had  faithfully  and  diligently 
performed  their  Duty,  if  not  as  Pay,  at  leaft  by  Way 
of  Gratuity;  and  v/e  do  not  think,  the  Continuance 
of  the  Pay  ought  to  be  eftablifhed  by  ASt  of  Parlia- 
ment, becaufe  the  Lofs  of  a  Ship  may  be  ov/ing  to 
fome  Negle6t,  or  K&.  of  Imprudence,  which  it  will 
be  impoflible  to  prove  to  the  Satisfa^iiion  of  a  Court- 
Martial  under  no  manner  of  undue  Influence;  there- 
fore, this  Matter  ought  to  be  ftill  left  at  the  Difcre- 
tion  of  the  Crown ;  and  we  think,  that  when  a  Ship 
is  entirely  loft,  it  ought  to  be  left  to  the  Difcretion 
of  the  Crew,  whether  they  will  continue  under  the 
Command  of  their  Officers  or  no;  becaufe,  if  the 
Majority  of  them  approve  of  the  Conduct  of  their 
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Anno  1749.  Officers,  they  will,  for  their  own  Safety^  compel  thd 
reft  to  agree  to  it:  On  the  other  Hand,  if  a  Ship 
fhould  be  loft  by  the  ill  Conduct  of  the  Command- 
ing-OfHcer,  and  the  Lives  of  the  whole  Crew 
brought  into  immediate  Danger,  it  is  hard,  nay,  it 
will  be  impoffible  to  compel  them  to  fubmit  any 
longer  to  his  Com.mand  j  and  if  by  Pvlutiny  they 
fave  their  Lives,  they  will  of  Courfe  turn  Pirates,  or 
enter  into  foreign  Service,  to  prevent  their  being 
punifhed  for  that  Mutiny.  It  is  true,  a  Cafe  lately 
happened,  where  the  greateft  Part  of  a  Crew  expofed 
themfelves  to  greater  Danger,  by  mutinying  againft 
their  Captain,  than  they  could  have  done  by  fub-= 
mitting  to  the  Continuance  of  his  Command;  but 
this  will  very  feldom  happen,  and  therefore  I  think 
the  Danger  on  the  other  Side  will  be  much  greater  and 
more  frequent. 

'  We  have  nov/  ihewn,  that  if  there  be  any  In- 
confiftency  in  our  Laws  relating  to  the  Sea-Service, 
it  proceeds  from  the  ill-concerted  Laws  that  have 
been  made  fmce  the  Year  1661.  Several  Years  ago 
fome  young  Gentlemen  took  it  into  their  Heads, 
that  a  new  Law  was  necefTary  for  the  Amxendment  of 
our  Law  in  general,  and  the  Defign  became  a  Topick 
of  Converfation  in  all  Companies;  upon  which  a 
learned  Judge,  now  dead,  obferved,  that  the  beft 
Way  to  amend  our  I/aw,  v/ould  be  to  repeal  all  the 
Laws  that  had  been  made  for  that  Purpofe  within  the 
laft  Hundred  Years.  We  have  the  fame  Way  of  think- 
ing with  refpe6l  to  all  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Sea- 
Service  palTed  fmce  1661,  which  convinces  me  that 
we  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  of  making  any 
new  Law  for  regulating  that  Service.  By  the  well- 
concerted  Law  paffed  at  that  Time,  and  the  Cuftom 
of  the  Navy  efta,bliflied  thereupon ^  our  Navy  has 
been  ever  fmce  fo  well  governed,  that  we  have  fuc- 
cefsfuUy  carried  on  four  or  five  Naval  Wars,  and 
fought  many  a  glorious  Sea-Engagement ;  therefore 
no  new  Law  is  necefTary,  unlefs  it  be,  a  Law  for 
repealing  all  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Sea-Service, 
pafTed  fmce  the  Year  1661. 

'  But  now,  with  regard  to  the  Bill  at  prefent  under 
our  Confideration,  which  has  been  fo  much  and  fo 
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often  corre£led  and  amended,  that  I  may  call  what  Anno  1749. 

we  have  now  before  us  the  third  Edition,  and  what 

is  furprifing,  this  third  Edition  feems  to  me  to  be  the 

worft  of  the  Three;   for  fome  of  the   beft   Claufes 

that  were  in  the  firll  are  now  left  out,    particularly 

that  relating  to  Store-Ships  and  Tranfports  employed 

in  the  Government's  Service,  the  Captains  and  Crews 

of  which  were  by  the  firft  Edition  of  this  Bill  made 

liable  to  the  Martial  Law,  while  they  continued  in. 

that  Service.     This  was  really  a  new  and  an  ufeful 

Regulation;  and  the  firft  War  you  engage  in,  you 

will  find  it  abfolutely  necelTary  to  agree  to  fome  fuch 

Regulation;    for   by  the  want  of  fuch  a   one,    the 

beft-concerted  Naval  Expedition  may  be  difappointed. 

But  as  fome  People  are  fond  of  Popularity,  and  will 

court  it  at  any  Rate,  this  Claufe  was  made  a  Sacrifice 

to  that  View. 

'  Thus  the  Bill  has  now  made  Its  Appearance  before 
us  without  any  fuch  Claufe  to  recommend  it,  nor 
has  it,  indeed,  any  one  new  Claufe  to  recommend  it, 
but  a  great  many  Claufes  that  ought  to  induce  us  to 
rejed:  it;  for  moft  of  the  Objedtions  we  have  made 
againft  our  late  Laws,  are  rendered  ftronger  by  new 
Improvements  upon  the  refpeftive  Claufes  in  this  Bill, 
and  all  the  Claufes  in  former  Laws,  which  we  have 
objeiled  to,  are  re-enacted  by  this.  We  fhall  not 
repeat  the  Obje6]:ions,  but  take  Notice  of  fome  of 
the  Improvements  made  by  this  Bill.  LaPc  Year  our 
Naval  Lawgivers  were,  it  feems,  of  Opinion,  that 
no  Court-Martial  ought  to  confift  of  above  nine 
Members,  but  this  Year  they  have  altered  their 
Opinion,  and  increafed  the  Number  to  thirteen;  and 
they  have  added  a  Claufe  for  preventing  its  being  in 
the  Power  of  the  Admiralty  or  Officer  impowered  to 
hold  Courts-Martial,  to  direft  or  afcertain  the  par- 
ticular Number  of  Perfons  of  which  any  Court- 
Martial  ihall  confift.  We  confefs,  we  do  not  well 
undei-ftand  the  Meaning  of  thofe  two  Claufes  ;  for 
though  they  do  not  exprelly  abrogate  the  old  Lav/, 
which  obliges  every  Captain  v/ho  comes  in  Sight  of 
the  Flag  to  go  on  Board  and  take  his  Place  in  the 
Court,  yet  they  abrogate  it  in  Effect;  becaufe  if 
there  be  already  thirteen  there,    the  Chance-comer 
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Anno  1749.  Cannot  take  his  Place,  unlefs  one  of  the  others  he 
obliged  to  retire.  Suppofe  then  that  feme  of  the 
thirteen  are  his  Juniors,  and  that  upon  his  taking 
his  Place  the  Junior  of  them  muft  retire :  If  this  be 
the  Cafe,  does  not  every  one  fee,  that  increafing  the 
Number  to  thirteen  makes  it  more  eafy  to  have  a 
packed  Court-Martial,  virhofe  Proceedings  cannot  be 
controuled  by  Chance-comers,  than  if  the  higheft 
Number  had  been  continued  at  nineP  Becaufe,  in  the 
former  Cafe  feven  Chance-comers  muft  arrive,  and 
all  fenior  to  the  feven  youngeft  that  are  there,  before 
they  can  controul  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court; 
whereas,  in  the  latter  Cafe,  Jive  fenior  Captains, 
arriving  by  Chance,  vi^ould  do  the  Bufmefs. 

'  Courts-Martial  are  dangerous  Weapons  in  the 
Hands  of  a  wicked  Minifter,  but  become  much  mbre 
dangerous,  vi^hen  they  are  put  under  fuch  Regulations 
as  may  enable  him  to  pack  them  to  his  Purpofe. 
We,  in  this  Houfe,  cannot  approve  of  any  fuch  Re- 
gulations :  Our  Anceftors  have  often  fufFered  by  fuch 
packed  Courts  of  Judicature.  Thank  God !  we 
have,  by  a  Law  obtained  fmce  the  Revolution,  freed 
ourfelves  and  Pofterity  from  that  Danger.  No  Mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe  can  now  be  tried,  unlefs  by  the 
whole  Body  of  his  Peers,  or  at  leaft  as  many  of  them  as 
can  attend;  and  as  we  have  freed  ourfelves  from  the 
Danger  of  being  tried  by  a  packed  Court  of  Judi- 
cature, we  fliall  never  confent  to  any  Regulation, 
that  may,  in  the  leaft,  expofe  any  of  our  Fellow-Sub- 
jects to  the  fame  fort  of  Danger. 

'  Then,  as  to  the  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  Judges 
in  a  Court-Martial,  it  was  before  ridiculous,  but 
now  it  is  quite  abfurd.  By  the  Law  pafled  laft  Sef- 
fion,  they  were  not  to  difclofe  the  Vote  of  any  par- 
ticular Member  of  the  Court,  unlefs  thereunto  required 
by  lawful  Authority ;  but  by  the  Oath  prefcribed  in  the 
Bill  now  before  us,  they  are  not  to  difclofe  the  Vote 
of  any  Member,  unlefs  thereunto  required  by  ASl  of  Far- 
liameni.  This  puts  it  out  of  the  Power  of  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  Conduct  of 
any  Member  of  a  Court-Martial,  unlefs  the  Crown 
pleafes  to  confent  to  an  A(5t  for  that  Purpofe.  Sup- 
pofe a  brave  Admiral  Ihould  be  condemned  and  fhot 

by 


by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial,  packed  for  the  Anno  1749. 
Purpofe  by  a  revengeful  favourite  Minifter;  if  this 
Bill  pafTes,  even  the  Parliament  itfelf  could  not  in- 
quire into  the  Proceedings  of  that  Court-Martial,  or 
punifh  any  one  upon  that  Account,  while  that  Mini-^ 
fter  continued  to  ingrofs  the  Ear  of  his  Mafter.  We 
may  all  remember  a  late  Inftance,  w^here  a  brave 
Admiral  glorioufly  difobeyed  his  Orders,  went  a 
little  farther  than  his  Inftruftions,  ahd  thereby  ac- 
quired great  Honour  to  himfelf,  and  great  Advantage 
to  his  Countr)^  If  fuch  a  Bill  as  this  had  been  then 
pafTed  into  a  Law,  that  Admiral  would  have  been  in 
fome  Danger  of  being  tried  and  condemned  by  a 
Court-Martial. 

'  This  Oath  is  one  of  the  moil  abfurd  that  ever 
was  invented;  beClufe  it  may  prevent  an  innocent 
Man  from  being  able  to  juftify  himfelf  againft  a  Pro- 
fecution  at  Common  Lavv^  We  know,  that  the  Mem- 
bers of  a  Court-Martial  may,  by  their  Proceedings, 
expofe  themfelves  to  an  A6lion  or  Profecution  at 
Common  Law.  A  late  Court-Martial  in  the  IVe/i^ 
Indies  actually  did  fo;  and  in  an  Action  brought 
againft  one  of  them  here  at  Home,  he  was  caft  in  a 
large  Sum  of  Money  for  what  he  did  there  as  Member 
of  a  Court-Martial;  and  a  later  and  more  famous 
Court-Martial,  who  certainly  underftood  nothing  of 
the  Common  Law,  whatever  they  did  of  the  Naval, 
brought  themfelves  into  fuch  a  Scrape  as  would  have 
ruined  them,  if  the  learned  Judge  they  offended  had 
not  been  fo  much  of  a  Chrillian  as  to  remember  that 
Prayer,  Good  Lord^  forgive  thcm^  for  they  know  fiot 
what  they  do.  In  all  fuch  Cafes,  furely,  any  Member 
of  the  Court-Martial  might  juftify  himfelf  by  prove- 
ing,  that  he  oppofed  and  voted  againft  the  illegal 
Proceeding,  upon  which  the  Acliion  or  Profecution  is 
founded;  but  if  this  Bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  Law,  it 
will  be  impoffible  for  him  to  bring  fuch  a  Proof. 

*  This  Oath  makes  the  Increafe  of  the  Number  of 
which  a  Court-Martial  may  confift,  ftill  more  dan* 
gerous;  for  if  any  Job  is  to  be  done,  the  Infamy 
muft  reft  upon  all  the  Members  prefent ;  and  though 
every  one  of  them  may,  and  probably  will,  privately 
Mifznuate  that  he  voted  againft  it,  yet  no  one  of  them 
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Anno  1749.  dare  openly  afTert,  much  lefs  prove,  that  he  voted 
againft  it,  vi^hich  w^ill  of  courfe  render  every  one  of 
them  lefs  concerned  about  the  Infamy  they  expofe 
themfelves  to;  for  the  Burden  of  Infamy  is  like  all 
other  Burdens,  the  more  Shoulders  there  are  to  fup- 
port  it,  the  lighter  it  fits  upon  every  one ;  and  in  a 
little  Time  vv^e  may  have  fuch  a  Number  of  Court- 
Martial  Jobbers,  that  they  will  keep  one  another  in 
Countenance,  v^hich  vi^ill  make  it  eafy  for  a  Minifter 
to  get  them  to  do  v^hatever  he  pleafes. 

'  We  ftiall  now  take  Notice  of  the  extraordinary 
Improvements  made  by  the  5th  Article  of  War,-  by 
this  Bill  to  be  eftabliflied,  and  the  reftraining  Provifo 
in  which  this  Article  is'  exceptedr^    In  the   Act  of 
1 66 1,  there  is  an  Article  which  fays,  that  all  Spies 
fhall  be  punifhed  with  Death;  but  then  that  Law 
concludes,  as  I  have  already  faid,  with  a  general  Pro- 
vifo, without  any  Exception,  that  Jurifdi^lion  Hiall 
be  thereby  given  only  for  fuch  of  the  Offences  afore- 
faid  as  fhali  be  done  upon  the  main  Sea,  or  in  Veffels 
hovering  in  the  main  Stream  of  great  Rivers,  and 
only  by  Perfons  in  Sei-vice  and  Pay.     Thus  the  Jurif- 
diction  given  by  that  Law  is  confined  to  proper  Places 
and  proper  Perfons;  but  the  5th  Article  of  War  in 
this  Bill  fays,  that  all  Spies,  and  all  Perfons  whatfo- 
ever,  who  fhall  be  found  to  bring  or  deliver  any  fe- 
ducing  Letters,  or    MelTages,    from    any    Enemy  or 
Rebel,  or  endeavour  to  corrupt  any  Ofiicer,    Mari- 
ner, or  other  in  the  Fleet,  to  betray  his  Truft,  being 
convi61:ed  thereof  by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Mar- 
tiai,  fhall  be  puniflied  with  Death ;  and  this  Article 
is  exprefiy  excepted  in  the  Provifo,  which   confines 
the  JurifdidHon  of  Courts-Martial  to  Oifences  com- 
mitted upon  the  main  Sea,  or  in  great  Rivers,  and  by 
Perfons  in  a6luai  Service  and  full  Pay;    fo  that  every 
Man  in  the  Kingdom  feems  to  be  fubje6ted  to  the 
Jurifdidion  of  a  Court-Martial,  if  he  be  accufed  of 
endeavouring  to  corrupt  an  Officer    or  Mariner  to 
betray  his  Trufl,  and  that  whether  the  Perfon  accufed 
be  in  Pay  or  no,  and  whether  the  Offence  be  alledged 
to  have  been  committed  at  Sea  or -at  Land.     Nay, 
the  befl  Lord  in  the  Kingdom  may  by  this  means  be 
:ribje(^ed  to  be  tried  aud  condemned  to  die  by  a  Court- 
Martial  ; 
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Martial ;  and  therefore  if  you  go  into  a  Committee  on  Anno  1749. 
this  Bill,  the  Opinion  of  the  Judges  fhould  be  afked 
upon  this  Queftion. 

'  In  fhort,  it  feems  to  be  a  Bill  defigned  for  ex- 
tending the  Jurifdiction  of  Courts-Martial,  not  only 
over  the  whole  Britijh  Dominions,  but  to  every  Bri" 
tijh  Subjeft  that  refides  in  any  Part  of  the  World, 
where  the  Britijh  Flag  can  appear ;  for  a  Britijh  Mer- 
chant at  Lijbon^  Cadiz,  or  elfewhere,  may  be  kid- 
napped on  Board,  and  tried  for  endeavouring  to 
corrupt  fome  of  the  Officers  or  Sailors  to  betray  their 
Truft.  Therefore,  if  there  was  a  Neceffity  for  a 
new  Bill  relating  to  the  Sea-Service,  this  is  not  a 
proper  Bill  for  the  Purpofe/ 

For  the  Bill. 
*  The  Gentlemen  have  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  great 
Regard  for  the  A6t  of  King  Charles  II.  relating  to  the 
Sea- Service,  and  for  the  Admiral  who,  very  probably, 
had  a  Share  in  drawing  it  up  :  As  to  that  Admiral,  no 
one  can  doubt  our  Regard  for  him ;  he  certainly  de- 
ferved  the  Honours  that  v/ere  conferred  on  him,  and 
he  no  Way  merited  the  Reproach  caft  upon  him  by 
the  Royal  Commander  of  our  Fleet  at  that  Time,  as 
was  in  a  few  Hours  after  made  manifeft  by  the  Event, 
an^-  by  his  gallant  Behaviour  and  glorious  Death.  But 
as  to  the  AS:  itfelf,  we  have  no  great  Regard  for  it :  So 
far  as  it  goes,  it  is  well  enough  ;  but  it  has  many  De- 
feats, and,  therefore,  if  our  Fleet  has  been  well-go- 
verned, if  it  has  acquired  Glory,  thofe  EiFe6ls  have 
been  owing  to  the  Nature  of  the  People,  and  not  to 
the  Law,  which  is,  in  many  Refpe6ls,  extremely  de- 
ficient, fome  of  which  v/e  fhall  point  out:  And,  firft, 
with  Regard  to  Spies.  By  the  Law,  as  it  ftands  at 
prefent,  no  Court-Martial,  either  at  Home  or  Abroad, 
can  try  or  punifli  a  Spy,  let  the  Proofs  of  a  Man's 
being  fuch  be  never  fo  evident,  unlefs  he  be  a  Man  at 
that  Time  in  Service  and  Pay  in  the  Fleet,  or  Ships 
of  War :  Nay,  if  a  Man,  not  in  Service  or  Pay, 
fhould  get  on  board  the  Fleet,  or  any  of  his  Majefty's 
Ships  of  War,  with  a  Defign  to  debauch  the  Officers 
or  Sailors,  and  to  perfuade  them  to  mutiny,  defert,  or 
mn  av/ay  with  the  Ship,  and  fuch  Pradices  ihould  be 
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Anno  1749.  fully  proved  upon  him,  neither  the  Admiral  or  Com- 
modore of  a  Squadron,  nor  the  Commander  of  any 
fmgle  Ship,  has  Power  to  fecure  fuch  a  Criminal : 
They  may,  indeed,  turn  him  afhore,  but  they  eannot 
legally  confine  him,  in  order  to  his  being  brought 
Home  and  tried  by  the  Common  Law,  which  makes  it 
very  dangerous  for  our  Squadrons  or  Ships  of  War  to 
hover  or  anchor  upon  the  Coafts,  or  in  the  great  Rivers 
of  any  of  thofe  Countries,  where  there  are  any  Britijh 
Subjects,  that  are  known  to  be  difaite£ted  to  our  pre- 
fect happy  Eftablifhment. 

'  Another  great  Defeat  is  this,  That  a  Man  in  Ser- 
vice and  Pay  cannot,  by  that  Law,  be  tried  or  puniflied 
by  a  Court-Martial,  even  of  the  Squadron  he  belongs  to, 
for  any  Offence  or  Crime  committed  on  Shore.  This^ 
it  is  true,  was  remedied  by  the  A6t  of  the  6th  of.  the 
late  King,  as  to  Crimes  committed  on  Shore  in  foreign 
Parts  ;  but  even  the  Noble  Lord  himfelf  has  allowed 
it  to  be  a  Defeat  in  the  Adi  of  King  Charles  IL  fo  far 
as  relates  to  foreign  Parts  not  fubje^l  to  the  Crown  of 
Great-Britain ;  and,  notv/ithftanding  what  has  been 
faid,  it  v/as  right  to  extend  the  Jurifdiftion  of  Courts- 
Martial  to  Crimes  committed  on  Shore  by  Perfons  in 
actual  Service  and  Pay,  even  in  our  own  Plantations. 
If  by  the  Crime  fo  committed,  any  Inhabitant  of  that 
Plantation  Ihould  be  injured,  to  be  fure,  the  Admiral 
or  Commander  would  give  up  the  Criminal  to  be  tried 
and  punifhed  by  the  Civil  Pov/er  in  that  Plantation  ; 
but  v/hen  the  Crime  relates  only  to  the  Service,  or 
to  thofe  only  that  are  in  the  Service,  it  was  right 
to  give  the  Cognizance  of  it  to  a  Court-Martial, 
though  comm-itted  on  Shore.  And  as  the  Men  belong- 
ing to  a  Squadron  or  Ship  of  War  muft  often  be  em- 
ployed aibore,  even  here  at  Home,  as  well  as  Abroad, 
in  feveral  Sorts  of  neceffary  Service,  fuch  as  fitting 
out  the  Ship  or  Squadron,  taking  in  frefli  Water  or 
Provifions,  and  the  like;  if  they  then  commit  any 
Crime,  in  which  no  Man  that  is  not  employed  in  the 
Service  has  any  Concern,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  fuch 
Crimes  fhould  be  made  cognizable  by  a  Court-Mar- 
tial ;  for  otherwife  the  Men,  when  employed  on  Shore 
about  fuch  necefTary  Services,  might  not  only  neglect 
f>r  difobey  the  Commands  of  their  Officers  with  Im- 
punity^ 
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punity,  but  might  zSmzWy  mutiny,  and  beat  and  abufe   Anno  1749. 
their  Officers,  and  the  OiHcjers  could  have  no  Remedy, 
but  an  Adion  at  Law,  againft  Fellows  from  whom 
they  could  recover  neither  Damages  nor  Cofts. 

'  A  third  Defe6l  in  the  Acl  of  King  Charles  II.  and, 
indeed,  in  all  our  Laws  relating  to  the  Sea- Service, 
before  that  of  lail  Year,  was.  That  if  any  Admiral 
or  Commander  of  a  Squadron  ihould  die,  or  be  called 
Home,  or  otherv/ife  removed,  the  Perfon  fucceeding 
to  him  in  the  Command,  could  not  call  a  Court-Mar- 
tial  without  a  new  Commiilion  for  that  Purpofe ;  fo 
that  a  whole  Squadron  might,  for  a  long  Time,  remain 
without  a  Power  to  try  any  Criminal ;  the  Confe- 
C[uence  of  which  was,  a  general  Encouragement  to 
mutiny,  and  when  Men  were  accufed  of  any  Crime, 
though  perhaps  falfely  accufed,  there  was  a  Neceiiity 
for  keeping  them  confined  in  Irons  till  a  new  Commif- 
fion  arrived.  Of  this  Inconvenience  we  had  a  late 
remarkable  Inftance ;  Jbr  when  Admiral  Vernon  got 
Leave  to  return  Home  from  the  Wejl-L.dies^  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle^  who  fucceeded  him  in  the  Command, 
was  a  whole  Year  without  a  Power  to  try  or  punifh 
any  Criminal  on  board  that  numerous  Squadron,  by 
the  Ship's  being  taken,  which  carried  him  a  Com- 
miilion  to  appoint  Courts-Martial ;  and  before  Advice 
could  be  had  there  or  at  Home  of  the  Lofs  of  that 
Ship,  and  the  Ship  with  a  new  CommiiHon  could  ar- 
rive in  the  Wejl-hidies^  a  whole  Twelvemonth  had 
elapfed,  which  might  have  been  of  the  moft  dangerous 
Confequence,  if  that  Admiral  had  not  been  a  Man  of 
great  Difcretion,  and  well  beloved  in  the  Navy. 

'  A  fourth  Defeat,  which  was  never  remedied  till 
laft  Year,  was,  that  if  twenty  Commanders  of  Men 
of  War  fhould  arrive  with  their  Ships  at  any  one  Port, 
yet  no  Court-Martial  could  be  held  for  the  Trial  of 
any  Offender  or  Perfon  accufed;  which  was  often 
found  to  be  a  great  Inconvenience,  and  fometimes  was 
the  Occafion  of  innocent  Mens  being  kept  for  a  long 
Time  confined.  But  a  few  Years  fince,  the  Captain 
of  one  of  our  Men  of  War  happened  to  take  Offence 
at  his  Lieutenant,  and  confined  him  in  Irons.  While 
he  was  thus  confined,  the  Ship  arrived  at  Lijbon: 
There  were,  at  that  Time,  more  than  jive  Men  of 
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Atino  I'jj^^,  War  at  that  Port :  The  Lieutenant  reprefented  his 
Cafe  to  the  other  Captains,  and  petitioned  to  be  tried, 
but  as  none  of  them  had  a  Commiffion  for  calling  a 
Court-Martial,  no  Trial  could  be  had,  and  the  Ship 
put  to  Sea  again  with  the  Firft  Lieutenant  ftiil  in  Irons. 
When  they  were  at  Sea,  they  happened  to  come  in 
Sight  of  an  Enemy's  Ship,  and  were  making  ready  to 
engage,  but  the  Captain  then  appeared  fo  evidently  to 
be  mad,  that  the  Officers  all  agreed  to  confine  him, 
and  to  give  the  Command  of  the  Ship  to  the  Firft 
Lieutenant.  Accordingly  they  fet  him  at  Liberty, 
gave  him  the  Command,  and  after  his  fighting  the  Ship 
bravely,  and  bringing  her  Home,  it  was  found,  that 
he  had  never  been  guilty  of  any  OfFence,  but  that  his 
Confinement  was  entirely  owing  to  his  Captain's  not 
being  in  his  right  Senfes.  Thus,  not  only  a  brave  in- 
nocent Man  fuffered  a  long  Confinement,  but  one  of 
his  Majefly's  Ships  was  in  Danger  of  being  lofl,  by 
the  Captains  then  at  Lifion  having  no  Power  to  hold 
a  Court-Martial ;  for,  had  they  fuch  a  Power,  the 
Lieutenant  would  have  been  tried  and  acquitted,  and 
the  Captain  would  probably  have  been  confined,  as 
being,  in  his  then  Condition,  incapable  of  having  any 
Command. 

*  A  fifth  DefecSt,  and  a  Defe£t  not  yet  remedied,  is, 
that  if  any  of  his  Majefly's  Ships  fhould  be  attacked 
by  a  fuperior  Force,  and  after  a  brave  Refif^ance  re- 
duced to  the  lafl  Extremity,  yet  if  the  Captain  fhould 
give  ^Orders  to  ftrike,  or  fhould  yield  up  his  Ship  to 
the  Enemy,  he  is,  by  the  Laws  in  being,  to  be  pu- 
nifhed  with  Death,  even  though  it  fhould  be  proved, 
that  his  Ship  was  in  immediate  Danger  of  finking.  If 
Captain  Watfon  had  not  been  killed  in  the  Engage- 
ment, he  would  not  have  yielded  up  his  Ship  fo  foon 
^s  fl^e  was  ;  but  it  is  highly  probable,  that  he  would 
have  been  forced  to  yield  at  lafl ;  and  yet  if  he  had  at 
laft  flruck,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Ship's  being  funk, 
ahd  his  whole  Crew,  as  well  as  himfelf,  drowned,  he 
mufi:  have  been  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  as  foon  as  he 
returned  Home,  and  mufl  have  been  condemned  to  die 
by  that  Court-Martial,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Articles 
of  War  as  they  are  now  worded  :  And  if  he  had  ac- 
cordingly ftiffercdj  it  would  have  been  extremely  cruel. 
•    4        ■  '  A 
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*  A  fixth  Defe£t,  not  yet  remedied,  is,  That  if  any  Anno  1749. 
of  his  Majefty's  Ships  mould  take  an  Enemy's  Ship, 
the  Captain  muft  not,  before  Judgment  in  a  Court  of 
Admiralty,  order  any  of  the  Goods  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  Ship,  except  thofe  above  Deck,  and  the  Ship's 
Stores,  even  though  the  Ship  fhould  be  fo  fhattered  as 
to  be  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  fmking.  And  a  feventh 
Defeat  is  really  fuch  a  one  as  feems  to  be  a  Scandal  to 
the  Nation  ;  for  by  the  9th  Naval  Order  or  Article  of 
War,  eftablifhed  by  the  Ad  of  King  Charles  II.  it  is 
faid.  That  if  a  Ship  taken  as  Prize,  make  no  Refift- 
ance,  none  of  the  Officers  or  Manners,  being  Foreign- 
ers, fhall  be  ill  treated ;  which  feems  to  give  Leave  to 
treat  thofe  ill  that  relift.  Thank  God  !  our  brave 
Countrymen  have  alv^ays  had  too  much  Generofity  to 
make  ufe  of  the  Leave  hereby  given  them  ;  but  this  is 
Jio  Excufe  for  the  Order  itfelf.  It  is  a  Reproach  to 
us  to  have  an  Article  of  War  that  gives  Leave  for 
mal-treating  an  unfortunate  but  brave  Enemy ;  and 
therefore  it  will,  by  our  paffing  this  Bill,  be  expunged 
out  of  our  Law-Books.  Its  remaining  fo  long  there 
has,  it  is  true,  redounded  much  to  the  Glory  of  our 
brave  Sailors,  but,  I  am  fure,  it  has  not  redounded 
much  to  the  Glory  of  our  Lawgivers. 

'  Befide  thefe  Defeats,  we  muft  obferve,  that  there 
are  many  Frauds,  Abufes  and  Cruelties,  that  may  be 
committed  on  board  his  Maiefty's  Ships  of  War,  and 
which  cannot  be  punifhed  by  a  Court-Martial,  as 
our  Laws  ftand  at  prefent ;  becaufe  a  Court-Martial 
can  inflicl:  no  Punifhment  that  is  not  exprefly  appoint- 
ed by  the  Acl  of  King  Charles  II.  or  warranted  by  the 
Laws  and  Cuftoms  ufed  at  Sea  before  that  A6i:  was 
pafied.  Falfe  Mufters,  for  Example,  cannot  now  be 
punifhed  by  the  Sentence  of  a  naval  Court-Martial. 
It  has  been  a  Practice  too  frequent,  efpecially  in  the 
I'f^eji- Indies^  for  Captains  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  to 
lend  their  Men  to  Mafters  of  Merchant- Ships,  and  lie 
in  Harbour  till  thofe  Men  returned.  It  has  been 
known,  that  a  Captain  of  a  Twenty-gun  Ship,  which 
fhould  have  130  Men  on  board,  has  lent  out  1 00  at  a 
Time.  The  Men  find  their  Account  in  it,  becaufe 
they  have  higher  Wages  from  the  Merchants,  and  in 
Confideratjoa  »f  this,  they  aflign  thdr  Pay  and  Provi- 
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Amo  1749.  fions  on  board  the  King's  Ship  to  the  Captain,  or  fome 
Truftee  for  him ;  but  during  the  whole  Time  of  their 
Ab fence,  the  Government  is  cheated,  and  the  public 
Service  neglected ;  nay,  we  have  had  Difputes  be- 
tween Captams  about  Men  belonging  to  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Ships,  who  have  been  preffed  out  of  the  Mer- 
chant-Service by  the  Captain  of  another.  This  Prac- 
tice may  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence,  in 
Time  of  War,  and  yet  it  cannot  be  punifhed  any  other 
Way  than  by  cafhiering,  which  is  far  from  being  an 
adequate  Puniihment,  becaufe  it  is  fo  feldora  that  any 
fuch  Pra6i:ice  can  be  proved. 

'  There  are  likewife  many  Sorts  of  Cruelties  which 
may  be  exercifed  on  board  his  Majefty's  Ships,  and 
cannot  be  puniihed  by  the  Sentence  of  a  Court-Martial. 
But  lately  a  Captain  was  accufed  of  beating  a  Man  on 
board  his  Ship,  for  a  fmall  Fault,  in  the  moft  cruel  and 
mercilefs  Manner  :  The  Fa6t  was  fully  proved,  but  no 
proper  Punifhment  could  be  infli6led.  And  then  as  to 
Frauds,  they  appear  in  fo  many  different  Shapes,  that  it 
would  be  tedious  to  give  an  Account  of  all  that  have 
come  to  our  Knowledge ;  therefore  we  fhall  mention 
only  two.  Some  Years  fince,  a  Captain  of  one  of  his 
Majefty's  Ships  had  the  good  Luck  to  take  a  very  rich 
Prize :  He  was  not  content  with  his  own  Share,  but  he 
refolved  to  cheat  one  of  his  Midftiipmen  out  of  his  : 
With  this  View,  about  two  Months  after  the  Prize 
was  taken,  he  falfifies  the  Books  of  the  Ship,  gets 
this  Midfliipman  entered  as  a  common  Man,  and  a 
Relation  of  his  own,  then  on  board,  entered  as  a  Mid- 
fhipman.  This  was  fully  proved,  but  a  Court-Mar- 
tial could  give  no  Redrefs,  nor  infli6l  any  Punifhment. 
The  other  Fa6l  we  fhall  mention,  is  of  a  rich  Man  of 
War  of  74  Guns,  which  was  drove  afhore,  in  the 
JVeft-Indies^  by  one  of  our  Squadrons  there :  As  foon 
as  fhe  was  aground,  her  Crew  deferted  her,  and  our 
Commodore  fent  an  Officer  with  a  proper  Number  of 
Men,  and  with  Orders  to  bring  her  off,  or  if  that 
could  not  be  accomplifhed,  to  fet  her  on  Fire  :  Ac- 
cordingly, the  Officer  and  his  Men  landed,  and  fome 
Time  after  they  landed,  the  Ship  was  feen  in  a  Blaze, 
The  Officer  returned  to  the  Squadron,  and  it  was 
fuppofed,  that  he  had  done  :(iothi«g  ^>^X  hi$  Duty  ; 
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But  fome  Time  after,  it  began  to  be  whifpered  among  Anno  1749. 
the  Men,  that  the  Ship  might  have  been  eafily  got  off, 
being  a  ftrong  new  Ship  ;  but  that  the  Officer  had 
plundered  her  privately  of  a  great  deal  of  Money  and 
Jewels,  and  had  then  fet  her  on  fire,  to  conceal  the 
Theft  he  had  committed.  Upon  this  he  was  called 
before  a  Court-Martial,  the  Fact  was  fully  proved, 
but  the  Court  could  pafs  no  Sentence,  nor  inflid:  any 
Punifhm.ent ;  though  he  highly  deferved  Death  for  de^ 
priving  his  Country  of  fuch  an  ufeful  and  valuable  Prize. 

'  In  thefe,  and  many  other  Cafes,  all  the  Courts 
Martial  could  do,  was  to  report  the  facts,  as  fully 
proved,  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  •  and  all  that 
Board  could  do,  was  to  cafhier  the  Officer,  a  Punifli- 
ment  too  mild  for  the  Crime  com.mitted.  It  muft 
therefore  be  allov/ed,  that  in  the  A£t  of  1661,  there 
are  a  great  many  Defeats  ;  and,  indeed,  we  ought  to 
be  no  Way  furprifed  at  that  A6t's  being  in  fo  many 
Refpects  deficient,  when  v/e  confider  with  what  Pre- 
cipitancy it  was  pafTed  ;  for,  by  the  Journals,  we  find, 
that  it  was  but  a  fev/  Days  under  Confideration. 

^  It  is  obvious,  that  a  new  Law  is  necefiary  for  the 
right  Government  of  his  Majefty's  Navy  and  Ships  of 
War.  It  is  what  has  been  long  wanted,  and  loudly 
called  for,  by  all  thofe  of  my  Acquaintance  that  have 
^ny  Concern  with  the  Navy.* 

April  10.  A  Claufe  was  offered  for  providing.  That 
in  cafe  of  any  capital  Crime,  to  be  tried  in  Great- 
Britain^  or  in  the  Narrov/  Seas,  the  Number  of  the 
Court-Martial  fhould  not  be  lefs  than  thirteen,  of 
which  nine  fhould  be  for  the  Sentence  of  Death  ;  and 
in  all  other  Parts,  v^htitfive  might  conftitute  a  Court- 
Martial,  four  of  tYit  five  fhould  concur  in  the  Sentence 
of  Death.  But  upon  the  Queftion's  being  put,  the 
Claufe  was  reje6led  without  a  Divifion. 

The  moft  remarkable  Thing  that  happened  upon 
the  Report  of  the  Bill,  was  the  leaving  out  that  Arti- 
cle of  W^r  for  fubjeding  the  Half-pay  Officers  of  the 
Navy  to  the  fame  Difcipiine  as  if  actually  upon  Full- 
pay.  This  occafioned  a  ftrong  Debate,  and  the  Mini- 
ller  [M.i:,  Pelha?n)  beginning  to  apprehend  fome  difa- 
greeable  Confequencps  from  the  Spirit  without  Doors 
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Anno  1749.  againfl:  tlie  Bill,  yielded  to  the  Oppofitibn,  and  agreed 
\i— i*V***^  to  tlis  leaving  out  that  Article ;  upon  which  the  Bill 
was  read  a  third  Time,  and  fent  to  the  Lords. 

On  the  31ft  of  January^  1749)  Lord  Doner  die 
moved.  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  T:hat  he  would  he  gracioujly  pleafed  to  give 
DireSlions  for  laying  before  the  Houfe,  Copies  of  all  Pro- 
fofals  of  Peace  or  Accommodation^  made  or  communicated 
on  the  Part  of  the  late  Emperor  Charlae  VIL  to  his 
Majejly  j  and  a  Copy  of  the  Treaty  agreed  upon  at  Hanau 
in  July.  1 743  ;  together  with  Copies  of  all  the  Letters  and 
Papers  relati:igthereto^  that  were  fent  to  the  Lords-Jufiices, 
cr  his  Majejiy  s  M.inifters  in  Great-Britain  ;  and  of  all 
Letters  and  Papers  that  were  fent  to  his  Majefiy^  or  his 
Minijlers^  by  the  Orders  of  the  Lords-Jujiices^  or  by  his 
Majefty  s  Minijiers  in  Great-Britain,  in  Anfwer  to  the, 
Communication  of  the  faid  Treaty^  Letters y  and  Papers, 

This  Motion  he  introduced  with  a  Speech  to  the 
following  EfFecl : 

«  Mr.  Speaker, 
night  Honouf*  ^  As  this  Houfe  is  the  great  and  the  fupreme  Inqul- 
S.oard  Doaeraile.  Ution  of  the  Nation,  there  is  a  Duty  incumbent  upon. 
us,  which,  I  hope,  we  never  fhall  negled:,  and  that 
is,  to  attend  to  all  popular  Murmurs,  and  to  enquire 
whether  they  proceed  from  a  real  or  imaginary  Caufe, 
in  order  that,  if  we  find  the  Caufe  real,  we  may  remove 
it  if  poffible,  and  punifh  thofe  that  have  been  the  Au- 
thors of  it;  or  that,  if  we  find  the  Caufe  imaginary, 
we  may  give  Satisfadicn  to  the  People,  by  convincing 
them  that  their  Murmurs  are  groundlefs.  This,  Sir, 
is  a  Duty  we  owe  the  People,  who  have  chofen  us  as 
their  Reprefentatives ;  a  Duty  we  owe  our  Sovereign, 
who  has  a  Right  to  expert  from  us  a  fpeedy  and  true 
Information  of  every  Thing,  that  may  tend  towards 
alienating  from  hini  the  AfPecSlions  of  his  Subjeds ; 
and  the  Performance  of  this  Duty  was  never  more 
necefiary,  or  of  greater  Confequence,  than  upon  Oc- 
cafion  of  the  Peace  lately  concluded. 

'  A  Peace  we  have  got,  Sir,  but  it  is  a  Peace  that 
no  Man,  I  believe,  will  fay,  is  either  fo  honourable 
or  fo  advantageous  for  this  Nation,  as  might  have  been 
reafonably  expeded  at  the  Beginning  of  our  War  with 
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Bpmn.  The  People  murmur  loudly  againfl  It,  there-  Anno  1745. 
fore  it  is  our  .Duty  to  enquire  into  it,  in  order  to  iliew 
the  People,  that  it  is  an  honourable,  an  advantageous, 
and  a  lafe  Peace,  or  that  it  is  iuch  a  one  as  the  JVIif- 
fortunes  of  War  had  rendered  neceffary ;  and  upon 
this  lafl  Queftiona  nevv"  one  will  arife,  Whether  thofe 
Misfortunes  are  not  owing  to  our  own  Mifconduft  ? 
But  none  of  thefe  Queftions  can  be  determined  with- 
out having  laid  before  us  feveral  Tranfa6i:lons,  which 
were  previous  to  that  called  the  Definitive  Treaty  of 
Peace ;  and  of  thefe,  the  firft  and  moft  neceffary  for 
us  to  look  into,  is  that  whrch  was  carried  on  at  Hanaii 
in  the  Year  1743. 

*  If  it  fhould  appear.  Sir,  upon  fuch  an  Enquiry, 
that  we  obftinately  continued  the  War  without  any 
Profpe£l  of  Succefs,  when  we  might  have  had  better 
Terms  of  Pe^ce  than  we  at  lafl  obtained ;  or  that  the 
Peace  is  neither  fo  honourable,  advantageous,  or  fafe, 
as  we  might  have  obtained,  notwithilanding  our  Mif- 
fortunes  in  the  War;  or  that  thofe  Misfortunes  were 
chiefly  owing  to  our  own  Mifconducl: ;  I  fay,  if  anyone 
of  thefe  {hould  appear  upon  an  Enquiry,  I  am  fure, 
thofe  who  were  the  Caufe  of  it,  ought  never  again  to 
be  trufted  with  the  Management  of  our  public  Affairs; 
but  if  every  one  of  the  three  fhould  appear  to  be  the 
Cafe,  I  do  not  know  what  may,  but  I  know  what 
ought  to  be,  the  Confequence  of  fuch  an  Enquiry ;  and 
if  com.mon  Report  is  to-  be  believed,  it  will  appear, 
that  every  one  of  thefe  is  the  Cafe ;  which  Report  is,, 
in  my  Opinion,  very  far  from  being  deftitute  of  any 
Foundation,  and,  confequently,  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
a  fufficlent  Reafon  for  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry. 

*  As  this  is  my  Opinion,  Sir,  I  ftiall  beg  Leave  to 
explain  to  you  the  Grounds  of  that  Opinion ;  and, 
iirfl,  with  Regard  to  our  having  continued  the  War, 
without  any  Profpe£l  of  Succefs,  after  we  might  have 
had  better  Terms  of  Peace  than  we  at  lafl  obtained, 
particularly  at  the  Time  the  Negotiation  at  Hanaii  was 
in  Agitation.  Upon  this  Subject,  Sir,  I  mufl  talk 
from  common  Report  only ;  for  as  we  have  had  no- 
thing laid  before  the  Houfe  relating  to  that  Negotia- 
tion, I  can  talk  from  nothing  eife  j  and  from  thence 
I  have  Authority  to  fay,  that  better  Terms  of  Peace 
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Anno  1749.  Were  then  offered  to  us  than  we  have  now  obtained,  of 
could  at  that  Time  reafonably  expert  to  obtain  from  a 
Continuance  of  the  War.  The  then  Emperor  Charles 
VII.  was  at  that  Time  drove  entirely  out  of  his  Do- 
minions, without  a  Probability  of  recovering  them  by 
War,  and  without  any  Means  of  Subfiftence,  but 
"what  proceeded  from  the  Charity  of  the  Court  of 
France :  In  this  melancholy  Situation  he  at  firft  offer- 
ed, and,  confidering  how  he  had  been  treated,  he  had 
Reafon  to  offer,  to  defert  his  Allies,  to  join  the  Army 
of  the  Em.pire  with  a  Body  of  his  own  Troops,  to  re- 
nounce all  Pretenfions  to  the  Succeflion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftrla^  to  deliver  Philipjburgh  and  Fort  Kehl  to  the 
Troops  of  Szuabia,  to  marry  his  Daughter  to  the 
Infant  Archduke,  and  join  in  Meafures  for  getting 
him  ele6led  King  of  the  Romans ;  and  all  this  upon 
the  Condition  of  his  being  reffored  to  his  Dominions, 
and  having  his  Revenues  augmented  by  a  Ceffion  du- 
ring Life,  or  a  Secularization,  fo  as  to  enable  him  to 
fupport  his  Dignity  as  Head  of  the  Germanic  Body : 
Nay,  he  at  laft  offered  to  accept  of  fuch  Terms  as  we 
pleafed  to  prefcribe,  on  the  fmgle  Condition  of  being 
reftored  to  his  hereditary  Dominions ;  and,  as  a  Security 
for  his  future  good  Behaviour,  he  offered  to  leave  all 
Ijis  fortified  Places  in  the  Hands  of  neutral  Troops. 

*  Thefe  were  the  Conditions,  Sir,  as  I  have  heard, 
which  were  offered  at  Hanau  by  the  then  Emperor  5 
and  as  the  French  could  not  doubt  of  their  being  ac- 
cepted, and  were  afraid  of  the  Confequences,  they 
offered  to  defert  their  Allies  the  Spaniards^  and  agree 
to  a  Peace  upon  the  Footing  of  uti  poffidetis^  that  is  to 
fay,  every  one  fhould  remain  in  Poffeffion  of  what  they 
had  at  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  except  as  to  what 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  yielded  by  anterior  Treaties. 
If  thefe  Terms  had  been  agreed  to,  we  cannot  doubt 
but  that  the  Spaniards^  upon  feeing  themfelves  deferted 
hy  the  French^  and  difappointed  of  their  Views  in 
Italy^  would  have  thrown  themfelves  entirely  into  our 
Arms,  fecured  the  Freedom  of  our  Trade  and  Navi<* 
gation  in  the  American  Seas,  made  ample  Satisfa6tiGn 
to  our  Merchants  for  the  Depredations  formerly  com^ 
mitted  upon  them,  and  given  us  a  much  more  bene- 
ficial AiTiento  Contj:a(^  thaa  that  we  had  before.     In 
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ihort.  It  would  have  raifed  fuch  an  Animofity  httv^rcen   Anno  1749, 
the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles^  as  muft  have  been 
of  great  Advantage  to  our  Merchants  in  their  Trade 
to  every  Part  of  the  Spanijh  Dominions. 

'  I  therefore  think  it  evident.  Sir,  that  we  fhould 
have  accepted  of  the  Terms  offered  us  2it  Hanau^  un- 
lefs  we  had  almoft  a  Certainty  of  being  able  to  com- 
mand better  by  a  Continuance  of  the  War.  But  what 
better  could  we  expe(R:  ?  I  know,  we  were  entertained 
by  fome  of  the  fanguine  Politicians  of  thofe  Days  with 
the  Hopes  of  being  able  to  get  the  Election  of  the 
then  Emperor  declared  void,  the  Duke  of  Lor  rain 
chofen  Emperor,  and  making  fuch  Conquefts  upon 
France  as  might  be  a  fufficient  Equivalent  to  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlria  for  what  had  been  yielded  to  the  Kings  of 
Prujfia^  Poland^  and  Sardinia-,  but  if  any  Man  had 
really  fuch  Hopes,  I  will  fay,  that  he  was  more  fit  for 
a  Place  in  Bedlam^  than  for  a  Place  in  any  of  his 
Majefty's  Councils.  The  Dutch  had  abfolutely  de- 
clared againft  aflifting  us  in  any  fuch  Proje6l :  Moft 
of  the  Princes  of  the  Empire  had  pofitively  declared 
againft  it :  The  King  of  Priijjia  had  openly  and  plain- 
ly told  us,  that  if  any  fuch  Meafures  fhould  be  refolved 
on,  he  would  fend  his  Contingent  of  15,000  Men  to  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Emperor,  and  if  that  fhould  not  be 
fufficient,  he  would  follow  them  in  Perfon  with  50,000 
more  :  The  Rujfian  Government  was  then  fo  unfettled, 
that  from  thence  we  could  expect  no  Affiflance;  and 
as  little  could  we  expe6l  any  from  Sweden  or  Denmark^ 
who  were  at  that  very  Time  almofl  upon  the  Verge  of 
attacking  each  other. 

*  Whilft  Europe  was  in  thefe  Circumflances,  could 
any  Man  be  fo  mad,  Sir,  as  to  expeil,  that  we  could 
accomplifh  any  one  of  the  three  Ends  I  have  men- 
tioned, by  a  Continuance  of  the  War  ?  Could  any 
Man  expect,  that  we  would  thereby  obtain  better 
Terms  than  what  v^ere  offered  to  us  at  Hanau  ?  Yet 
thefe  Terms  were  rejected,  and  if  I  have  been  rightly 
informed,  they  were  not  atfirft  reje6ted  by  his  Majefty, 
then  abroad,  but  by  fome  of  his  Minifters  here  at 
home,  and  by  them  too  in  a  very  irregular  and  un- 
warrantable Manner.  What  Truth  there  is  in  thefe 
Reports,  I  ihall  not  pretend  t@  arifwer ;  I  hope  they 
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Aftflo  X749,  are  entirely  grotmdlefs :  I  hope  it  will  appear,  that  if 
any  Terms  of  Peace  were  offered  at  Hanau^  they  were 
fuch  as  we  could  not  in  Honour  agree  to  ;  and  I  hope 
it  will  appear,  that  they  were  rejedled  in  the  moft  re- 

firlar  and  conftitutional  Manner.  If  this  be  the  Cafe, 
ir,  I  fhall  have  a  double  Satisfa(Si:ion :  I  Ihall  have  the 
Satisfaction  of  feeing  fome  Gentlemen  vindicated,  who 
at  prefent  labour  under  a  very  heavy  Charge ;  and  I 
ihall  have  the  Satisfaction  of  feeing  the  Motion  I  am 
to  make,  unanimouily  agreed  to. 

'  On  the  other  Hand,  Sir,  if  the  Terms  of  Peace 
offered  at  Hanau  were  really  better  than  thofe  we  have 
at  laft  obtained,  I  fhall  expert  to  fee  my  Motion  vio- 
lently oppofed  by  the  Friends  of  thofe  who  were  the 
Authors  or  Advifers  of  rejecting  that  Treaty  ;  for  by 
that  Means  they  have  run  the  Nation  into  an  Expence 
of  at  leaft  two-and-thirty  Millions  Sterling,  befides 
the  Lofs  of  many  Thoufands  of  brave  Men,  whofe 
Lives  have  thereby  been  facriliced  to  no  Purpofe.  I 
fee  fome  Gentlemen  feem  furprifed  at  the  Expence  I 
have  mentioned  ;  but  it  is  very  eafy  to  make  good 
what  I  fay.  At  Chrijimas^  1744?  which  was  the 
Chrijimas  after  the  Treaty  of  Hanau^  it  appears  from 
the  State  of  the  National  Debt  given  in  to  Parliament, 
that  our  Public  Debt  was  but  51,679,247/.  to  which 
I  fhall  add  the  Navy  Debt,  which  was  then  about 
2,000,000/.  in  all  53,679,247/.  Whereas  at  Chriji- 
mas  laft,  I  believe,  it  will  appear,  when  the  State  of 
the  National  Debt  is  laid  before  us,  that  we  are 
now  above  76  Millions  Sterling  in  Debt,  if  we 
include  the  Debt  of  the  Navy,  which  is  now  upon 
Gur  Table;  confequently,  the  Increafe  fince  Chrijl^ 
masy  1744,  is  22,320,753/.  the  Whole  of  which  is  an 
Expence  we  have  been  put  to  by  rejecting  the  Treaty 
of  Hanau :  But  this  is  not  all ;  for  as  a  Million  out 
of  the  Sinking-Fund  has  been  yearly  applied  to  the 
current  Service,  which  otherwife  might  have  been 
applied  to  the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  and  as  two 
Shillings  in  the  Pound  extraordinary  has  been  yearly 
raifed  by  a  Land-Tax,  which  otherwife  would  have 
remained  in  the  Pockets  of  our  Landholders ;  and  as 
both  thefe  muft  be  applied  to  the  current  Service  of 
the  next  Year,  for  paying  the  Subfidies,  and  making 
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good  the,  other  Charges  we  have  been  put  to  on  Ac*.    Anno  1749. 

count  of  the  War,  we  mufl  add  two  Millions  a 

for  five  Years,  that  is  to  fay,  ten  Millions,  to  the 

Expence  this  Nation   has  incurred  by  rejecting  that 

Treaty.     Confequently,  no  Gentleman  can  have  any 

Reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  my  faying,  it  has  coft  us  at 

leail  tv/o-and-thirty  Millions  Sterling. 

'  This  is  a  Fa61:,  Sir,  which  can  admit  of  no  Con- 
tradi61:ion  or  Evafion  ;  for  Figures  are  fuch  plain  and 
ftubborn  Things,  that  they  can  neither  be  confound- 
ed by  the  Art  of  Scphiftry,  nor  made  to  yield  to  the 
utmoft  Force  of  Eloquence  ;  therefore,  if  upon  Exa- 
mination it  fhould  appear,  that  the  Treaty  of  Hanau 
was  really  a  good  Treaty  for  this  Nation,  and  wan- 
tonly rejeiled,  or  wickedly  defeated  by  any  of  our 
Miniflers  for  private  Ends  of  their  own,  and  the 
Nation  thereby  involved  in  fuch  a  prodigious  Expence 
of  Blood  and  Treafure,  I  believe,  no  Faftion  could 
hope  to  be  able  to  fcreen  fuch  Minifters  from  the  P^e- 
fentment  of  Parliament :  The  only  Thing  they  can 
hope  for,  is  to  keep  us  in  the  Dark,  by  preventing  its 
being  in  our  Power  to  enter  into  any  fjch  Examina- 
tion. This  they  will  do  by  oppofmg  the  Motion  I 
am  to  m.ake  ;  and  if  it  be  oppofed,  I  fhall  from  thence 
draw  two  Conclufions,  to  wit,  that  the  Term.s  of 
Peace  offered  at  Hanau^  were  fuch  as  have  been  repre- 
fented  by  common  Fame,  and  that  they  v/ere  either 
wantonly  or  wickedly  rejected  by  the  Friends  of  thofs 
who  oppofe  my  Motion. 

'  Some  Gentlem.en  may  perhaps  afl^:.  Sir,  if  the 
Terms  of  Peace  offered  at  Hanau  v/ere  really  fuch  as 
ought  to  have  been  agreed  to,  what  End  could  any 
Minifter  propofe  by  getting  them  rejected  ?  To  this  I 
muft  anfwer,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  fathom  the  Adotives 
of  Minifters  almoft  in  any  Thing  they  do  ;  but  in 
general  I  fhall  obferve,  that  Nations  have  been  often 
brought  into  great  Misfortunes,  and  the  wifeft  of 
Meafures  defeated,  by  the  Rivalfliip  and  Envy  of  two 
contending  Minifters.  A  wife  Meafure,  or  a  grand 
Defign,  advifed  or  form.ed  by  one  Minifter,  has  been 
rendered  abortive  or  unfortunate  by  another,  for  no 
bther  Reafon,  but  becaufe  he  envied  his  P.ival  the 
Glory  of  Succefs,  ar  was  perhaos  afraid,  left  his  Rival 
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Anno  1749,  might  thereby  acquire  an  Injfluence  fuperior  to  his, 
'  Siippofe  there  were,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the 
late  War,  fome  Gentlemen  chiefly^  employed  in  th« 
Adminiftratiofi,  who  were  from  the  Beginning  againft 
the  War,  and  were  therefore  afraid  of  our  meeting 
with  any  Succefs,  or  concluding  it  with  any  Glory  or 
Advantage,  left  thofe  who  advifed  it,  fhould  thereby 
acquire  the  Ear  of  their  Sovereign,  and  the  Efteem 
of  their  Country.  If  there  were  then  any  fuch  in 
our  Councils,  and  if  the  Terms  offered  at  Hanau 
were  really  fuch  as  have  been  reprefented,  they  would 
of  courfe  be  againft  any  fuch  Treaty's  being  con- 
cluded, and  they  would  be  the  more  anxious  to  have 
it  defeated,  the  lefs  ProfpecSl:  we  had  of  obtaining  bet- 
ter Terms  bv  the  Continuance  of  the  War. 

*  This,  1  fay.  Sir,  would  have  been  their  Con- 
dud^,  if  we  had  any  fuch  Minifters  in  our  Councils 
at  that  Time  3  and  as  plaufible  Pretences  are  never 
wanting  for  rejecting  a  good  Treaty,  as  well  asTor 
concluding  a  bad  one,  we  may  believe,  that  they  co- 
loured over  their  Oppofition  to  that  Treaty  with  every 
Motive  but  the  true  one.  That  we  had  any  fuch  Men 
in  our  Councils,  I  am  extremely  loth  to  believe,  but 
as  the  Sufpicion  prevails  ftrongly  without  Doors,  I 
am  for  having  the  Treaty  laid  before  us  ;  becaufe,  1 
hope,  it  will  appear,  that  the  Terms  were  fuch  as 
this  Nation  could  not  agree  to,  and  this  will  contri- 
bute very  much  towards  juftifying  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace,  w^hich,  I  am  fure,  nothing  can  juftify  but  the 
jSieceffity  we  were  laid  under  by  the  Misfortunes  we 
had  m.ct  with  in  the  War  ;  and  fuch  a  continued 
Courfe  of  Misfortunes  could  not  be  owing  to  Chance, 
which  is  generally  in  a  Courfe  of  Years  pretty  equal : 
They  muft  be  owine  to  the  Superiority  of  our  Ene- 
mies, or  to  cur  own  Mifconduft ;  and  if  to  either  of 
thefe,  it  will  be  at  leaft  an  Extenuation  of  the  Fault 
of  thofe  in  his  Majefty's  Councils,  that  they  could 
neither  avoid  the  War,  render  it  more  equal,  or  put 
an  End  to  it  fooner,  upon  fo  good  Terms  as  thofe 
they  at  larc  obtained  ;  but  as  this  is  a  Subjeft  which 
cannot  properly  be  fpoke  to,  until  we  have  all  the 
necelTary  Lights  before  us^  I  ihall  conclude  with 
5  ^ovingj 
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moving.  That  an  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefcy,    Anno  1749. 
that  he,  i^'c.  (as  before  mentioned.)'     *  ^«,i--v'*«-i««i 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelbam  fpoke  next. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

'  I  ihall  fo  far  agree  with  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
laft,  that  common  Fame  may  be  a  good  Foundation  i'eiham, 
for  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry  ;  but  that  it  always  ought 
to  be  efleemed  fuch,  is  v/hat  I  cannot  agree  to.  A 
Parliamentar)^  Enquiry,  Sir,  muft  always  be  attended 
with  many  and  great  Inconveniences.  In  the  firit 
Place,  it  muft  always  raife  a  Ferment  in  tht  Nation  ; 
and  when  it  relates  to  foreign  Affairs,  it  generally 
difobliges  fome  of  our  Allies,  or  difturbs  feme  of  the 
Negotiations  that  may  then  be  on  foot  for  the  Benefit 
of  our  Trade,  or  for  preferving  the  Tranquillity  of 
Europe,  In  the  next  Place,  it  poiTeffes  the  Thoughts 
of  our  Minifters  fo  much,  as  every  Enquiry  muft  re- 
late to  fome  Part  of  their  Condu61:,  that  they  have  no 
Tim,e  to  mind  any  Thing  elfe;  fo  that  all  our  foreign 
Affairs,  and  all  Projects  for  domeftic  Utility,  muff  be, 
at  a  Stand  during  the  Courfe  of  that  Enquiry.  And 
in  the  third  Place,  it  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  the 
Time  of  this  Houfe,  which  never  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed but  in  Matters  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to 
the  Nation,  or  to  fome  particular  Perfons,  who  can 
have  Relief  no  Way  but  by  A£l:  of  Parliament. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  common  Fame  ought  net 
to  be  made  the  Foundation  of  a  Parliamentary  Enr- 
quiry,  unlefs  it  be  grounded  upon  fome  Proofs,  or  at 
leaft  upon  very  ftrong  Prefumptions,  that  fomething 
very  weak  or  very  wicked  has  been  tranfa(5led ;  and 
that  by  fuch  an  Enquiry  the  Nation  may  meet  with  a 
proper  Redrefs,  without  being  thereby  expofed  to  a 
greater  Evil.  If  otherwife.  Sir ;  if  we  were  to  en- 
quire into  every  public  Tranfa6tion,  of  v/hich  a  bad 
Report  mJght  be  artfully  raifed,  w€  fhould  every  Sef- 
fion  have  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Enquiries,  that  we 
could  never  dt>  any  other  Bufmefs ;  for  it  would  al- 
ways be  in  the  Powder  of  the  Difaffeiled  or  Difappointed 
to  invent  Fads,  and  by  afferting  thofe  Fairs  openly 
and  boldly,  they  might  raife  a  general  bad  P,.eport 
againft  every  Meafure  an  Adminiflratioia  could  engage. 
U  2  in. 
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Anno  1749.  in.  This  is  an  Engine  which  has  been  often  played 
'  againfl  Minifters  in  air  Ages,  and  in  all  Countries  5 
and  in  this  Age  and  Country  it  may  now  be  played 
with  greater  Safety  than  ever  it  was  in  any  other ;  for 
by  our  old  Laws,  even  in  this  Country,  it  was  raoft 
feverely  punifhed :  By  a  Law  of  the  great  and  wife 
King  Alfred^  the  Author  and  Spreader  of  falfe  Rumours 
among  the  People,  was  to  have  his  Tongue  cut  out, 
if  he  could  not  redeem  it  by  paying  the  Value  then 
put  by  the  Law  upon  his  Head  :  By  a  Law  of  Ed- 
vjard  L  called  Weftminfter  the  Firfi:,  the  Spreaders  of 
falfe  Reports,  whereby  Difcord  might  arife  between 
the  King  and  his  People,  or  the  Great  Men  of  the 
Healm,  were  to  be  imprifoned  till  they  produced  their 
Author  ;  confequently,  if  they  could  produce  no  Au- 
thor, they  were  to  be  held  as  the  Inventors,  and  to 
be  punifhed  according  to  Common  Law,  by  Fine  and 
Imprifonment :  And  this  very  Law  was  revived  and 
re-ena6led  in  the  Reign  of  Edward  IIL 

*  Thus,  Sir,  we  fee,  that  even  in  this  Country  we 
had  very  fevere  Laws  made  againft  this  Crime,  and 
that  by  fomeof  the  beft  andwifeil:  of  cur  Kings;  and 
in  Scotla7id^  before  the  Union,  this  very  Crime  was  a 
Species  of  High-Treafon,  which  they  called  Leifing- 
making,  and  upon  which,  though  by  a  moft  extraor- 
dinary Stretch,  the  Reprefentative  of  one  of  the  great- 
eft  Families  in  that  Kingdom,  was  tried  and  attainted 
of  High-Treafon^  feme  Time  before  the  Revolution, 
as  is  well  knov/n  hj  feveral  Gentlemen  that  hear  me. 
But  why  fhould  I  (-^xy^  we  had  very  fevere  Laws  againft 
this  Crime  ?  We  ha^^e  them  ilill ;  for  they  ftand  as 
yet  unrepealed,  though  by  the  Lenity  of  this  Govern- 
ment, none  of  them  have  of  late  Years  been  carried 
into  Execution.  If  they  were,  I  believe,  few  of  our 
Pamphleteers,  Journalifts,  or  CofFee-Houfe  Politici- 
ans, could  long  efcape  Punifhment;  and  if  this  were 
the  Cafe,  fome  Gentlen^en  of  this  Houfe  would  not 
have  io  often  an  Occafion  to  talk  of  common  Fame 
or  general  Reports,  which  are  often  artfully  raifed, 
and  induilnouily  fpread,  on  purpofe  to  give  a  Handle 
for  dillurbing  ttie  Government,  and  diftrgifing  the  Ad- 
rainiilration,  by  fetting  on  foot  a  Parliamentary  En- 
quirv. 

'As 
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^  As  to  the  laft  Treaty  of  Peace,  Sir,  I  cannot  Anno  1749. 
comprehend  what  Gentlemen  mean  by,  or  what  Rea- 
fon  they  can  afiign  for,  enquiring  into  it.  I  am  fure, 
thefy  cannot  furnifh  us  with  the  leaft  Proof,  or  fo  much 
as  a  Prefumption,  that  there  was  any  Thing  weak  or 
wicked  either  in  the  Negotiation  or  Conclufion  of  that 
Treaty  ;  and  as  to  common  Fame,  it  generally  comes 
very  different  to  the  Ears  of  one  Man  from  what  it 
does  to  the  Ears  of  another,  according  to  the  Com- 
pany he  keeps,  and  the  Character  of  the  People,  he 
converfes  with.  How.  common  Fame  has  reprefented 
that  Treaty  to  the  Noble  Lord  who  made  you  this 
Motidn,  I  cannot  anfwer  ;  but  I  never  heard  any  one 
talk  of  it,  v/ho  did  not  feem  furprifed,  how  it  was 
poffible  to  prevail  with  our  Enemies,  in  the  midft  of 
their  triumphant  Career,  to  ftop  and  agree  to  fuch 
reafonable  Terms  ;  and  if  we  will  but  recollect  the 
difmal  Forebodings  of  thofe  very  Gentlemen  who  now 
feem  fo  much  difpleafed  with  that  Treaty,  we  can 
have  no  Reafon  to  blame  the  Conduct  of  thofe  who 
conducted  the  Negotiation.  I  remember  perfe61:ly 
well,  that  during  the  Courfe  of  the  War,  as  often  as 
any  Negotiation  for  a  Peace  began  to  be  talked  of, 
fome  Gentlemen  were  always  ready  to  cry  out,  Ay^ 
ay,  a  Peace  we  may  have,  hut  by  thai  Peace  the  French 
will  be  left  in  PoJTejjion  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands,  cjnd  the  great ejl  Part,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
the  Auftrian  Dominions  in  Italy  will  he  delivered  up  to 
the  Spaniards.  Thank  God  !  thofe  Gentlemen  have 
httn  difappointed,  and  I  am  apt  to  believe,  their  pre- 
fent  Chagrin  arifes  chiefly  from  their  being  ftript  by 
the  Event  of  all  future  Pretenfions  to  any  Share  of  a 
prophetic  Spirit. 

'  I  can,  therefore,  fee  no  Reafon  we  have,  Sir,  for 
fetting  on  foot  an  Enquiry  into  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
lately  concluded,  but  I  can  plainly  fee  many  Pv.eafons 
againftit,  for  in  fuch  a  complicated  Tranfa6tion,  and 
a  Tranfa6tion  in  v/hich  fo  many  of  the  Powers  of 
Europe  were  concerned,  m.any  Conferences  muft  have 
been  held,  and  many  Informations  and  Inftrudtions 
given,  v/hich  it  v/ould  be  extremxcly  imprudent,  and 
often  diihonourable,  to  make  public.  If  this  Houfe 
fhould  once  begin  to  enquire  into  our  foreign  Treaties 
U  3  and 
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Anno  1749.  and  Negotiations,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  Confequence 
"  would  be  fuch,  that  no  foreign  Prince  or  Mi-nifler 
would  ever  have  any  thing  to  do  with  us,  or  enter  into 
a  Negotiation  with  any  of  our  Minifters  j  and  as  little 
could  we  expeft  Intelligence  from  any  SubjecSl:  of  a 
foreign  State.  We  Ihould  therefore  be  extremely  fhy 
of  ever  entering  upon  fuch  an  Enquiry,  and  mould 
never  think  of  it,  except  when  the  greateft  national 
Good  may  be  expeSied  from  the  Refult,  which  can^ 
not  be  fhewn  to  be  the  Cafe  with  refpeft  to  any  En- 
quiry we  can  make  into  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  produce  a  very  bad  Effeft, 
becaufe  it  v/ould  diminiih  the  Weight  and  Influence 
of  our  Minifters  with  refpec^  to  thofe  Articles  that 
jftiil  remain  to  be  fettled,  efpecially  thofe  with  France 
and  Spain  relating  to  our  Commerce  and  Plantations. 

*■  If  then,  Sir,  it  would  be  imprudent  in  us  to  enter 
Into  any  Enquiry  with  refpect  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
lately  concluded,  it  would  be  more    imprudent   and 
more  ufelefs  to  enquire  into  the  propofed  Treaty  at 
Hanau  in  the  Year  1743,    or  any  other  Negotiation 
during  the  Courfe  of  the  War.     As  to  the  Treaty  of 
Hanau^  I  have  not,  for  my  own  Part,  any  Concern 
wath  it,  becaufe  I  was  not  then  of  his  Majelly's  Cabi- 
net-Council, and  confequently  I  cannot  fay,  whether 
the  Terms  then  oftered  were  fuch  as  the  Noble  Lord 
has  been  pleafed  to  reprefent.     I  have  always  heard, 
that  the  Term.s  offered  at  Hanau  appeared  to  be  fuch 
as  plainly  fhev/ed,  that  the  then  Emperor  Charles  VII, 
only  wanted  to  be  reftored  to  his  Dominions,  and  to 
have  a  little  breathing  Time  to  eftablifh  his  Influence 
in  the  Empire;  and  that  for  this  Purpofe  we  jQiould 
furnifh  him  with  a  larger  Subfidy  than  we  could  well 
fpare  in  Time  of  Peace,  and  much  larger  than  we 
could  poilibly  fpare  during  the  Courfe  of  a  War  with 
France  and  Spain.     If  the  Terms  ofi^ered  appeared  in 
this  Light,  I  rnuil:  ffill  fay,  our  Miniftcirs  did  well  to 
jrejeft  them ;  for  if  that  Emperor  had  been  allowed  to 
refettle  the  Affairs  of  his  hereditary  Countries,   and 
eftablifh  his  Influence  in  the  Empire,  we  may  eafily 
judge  what  Ufe  he  would  have  made  of  both.     We 
might  have  gone  on  with  the  War  againfl:  France  and 
Sfain  :  We  might  perhaps  have  met  with  fome  Succefs, 

•    ar4 
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and  made  fome  Conquefts  ;  but  in  two  or  three  Years  Anno  1749. 
we  jQiould  have  had  the  Emperor,  wjth  the  whole  Gej'- 
man'ic  Body  at  his  Back,  except  the  Houfes  of  Brunf- 
ijuick  and  Auftrm^  declare  openly  againit  us,  unlefs  we 
agreetl  to  fuch  Terms  of  Peace  as  he  might  be  pleafed 
to  prefcribe.  It  would  then  have  been  faid,  and  v/ith 
Jufllce  faid,  that  we  had  given  a  breathing  Time  to 
'  an  Enemy  whom  we  might  have  crufhed,  and  that  we 
had  been  paying  a  Subfidy  to  the  Emperor,  for  enabling 
him  to  proiect  and  accomplilh  the  Ruin  of  us  and  our 
Allies.        " 

'But  fuppofing  it  true,  Sir,  that  the  French  like- 
wife  at  that  Time  offered  to  defert  their  Allies,  the 
Spaniards^  though  I  never  before  heard  any  fuch  Thing 
afferted ;  and  fuppofing  that  the  Spaniards  had  there- 
upon agreed  to  fuch  Terms  of  Peace  as  we  might  think 
reafonable,  can  we  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  Peace  would 
have  been  lafting?  Whilft  the  King  of  Spain  has  fuch 
a  near  View  to  the  Crown  of  Francs^  we  cannot  im.a- 
gine,  that  ever  thofe  two  Courts  will  long  continue 
difunited  :  A  little  Breach  or  Alifunderftanding  miay 
happen,  but  it  will  always  foon  be  made  up  ;"   and  the 
only  Fence  we  have  againft  fuch  a  formidable  Union, 
is  to  preferve  the  fmcere  Friendfhip  of  the  Emperor 
and  Empire.     Could  we  expe6t:  any  fuch  Thing  from 
an  Em.peror  chofen  by  French  Influence  ?  Could  we 
expert  any  fmcere  Coalition  between  the  Houfes  of 
Bavaria  and  Aujiria^  whilft  the  form.er  has  fuch  un- 
bounded Pretenfions  upon  the  latter  ?  A  Peace  upon 
fuch  Terms,  therefore,  would  have  been  foon  found 
to  be  a  moft  treacherous  one  ;  for  as  foon  as  the  Em- 
peror had  eftablifhed  himfelf  in  the  Imperial  Throne, 
and  obtained  a  Majority  in  the  Diet,  by  Means  of  the 
French  Influence  as  well  as  his  ov/n  ;  and  as  foon  as 
the  French  and  Spaniards  had  increafed  their  Navy  fo 
as  to  be  a  Match  for  us  at  Sea,  which  they  might  have 
done  in  a  few  Years,  after  being  thus  fet  free  from  all 
Danger  of  any  Attack  on  the  Side  of  German"^  or  Italy  : 
I  fay,    as  foon  as  this  had  been  done,   the  War  would 
have  been  renewed  againft  this  Nation  ;  and  we  muft  . 
have  flood  alone  againft  the  united  Pov/er  of  France^ 
Spaln^  and  Germany ;    for   no  one   Power   in  Europe 
U  zL  would 
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Anno  1749.   would  have  dared  to  aflift  us  ;  in  which  Cafe  It  is  eafy 
to  fee,  that  the  Event  muft  have  been  fatal  to  us. 

'  I  muft  for  this  Ileafon  be  of  Opinion,  Sir,  that 
the  very  Being  of  this  Nation  depended  upon  our  pre- 
venting the  late  Emperor's  being  ever  nrmly  feated  in 
the  Imperial  Throne  ;  and  if  upon  this  Principle  the 
Treaty  of  Hanau  was  reje6led,  I  muft  approve  of  the 
Condii6l  of  thofe  by  whofe  Advice  it  was  rejected. 
But  fuppofe  other  Gentlemen  fhould  be  of  a  different 
Opinion :  Suppofe  the  Majority  of  this  Houfe  faould 
be  of  aViifPerent  Opinion ;  would  you  puniih  a  Man 
for  being  of  a  different  Opinion  in  a  Cafe  which,  you 
yourfelf  muft  acknowledge,  admits  of  great  Difpute  ? 
Or,  was  Difference  of  Opinion  in  fuch  a  Cafe  ever 
allov/ed  to  be  a  good  Foundation  for  a  Parliamentary 
Enquiry? 

'  Nothing,  Sir,  but  extreme  Weaknefs,    or  fome 
very  flagrant  Piece  of  Wickednefs,  can  be  a  Founda- 
tion for  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry  into  any  Affair,  which 
cannot  be  remedied  by  being  enquired  into.    I  believe, 
no  one  will  fay,  that  by  an  Enquiry  v/e  can  remedy 
any  of  the  Misfortunes  or  Inconveniences,  that  wei'e 
occafioned  by  the  Treaty  of  Ha?iaijs  being  reje(fi:ed  ; 
and,  I  think,  I  have  fhewn,  that  a  Man  might  have 
advifed  the  rejefting  of  that  Treaty,  without  being 
guilty  of  extreme  Weaknefs.     The  Wickednefs  of  the 
Advice  is  therefore  the  only  Ground  thofe  Gentlemen 
have  to  ftand  on,  who  propofe  an  Enquiry  ;  and  this 
the  Noble  Lord  feemed  to  be  fenfible  of,  when  he  in- 
finuated,  that  the  reje^fing  of  that  Treaty  proceede4 
from  the  Rivaifliip  and  Envy  of  one  Minifter  againft 
another;  but  this  Infmuation  is,  in  the  hrft  Place, 
very  uncharitable,  and  in  the  next,  I  muft  think  it 
highly   difrefpe^cfui  to  his  Majefty's   Judgment  and 
Penetration.     If  any  Man,  who  has  the  Honour  to  fit 
in  his  Majefty's  Councils,  fhould  a6f  upon  fuch  a  Prin- 
ciple, his  Majefty  would  foon  difcover  it,  and  would 
difmifs  fuch  a  one  with  Indignation  from  his  PrefencQ 
as  well  as  his  Councils  ;  and  as  hisMajefty  has  fhewn 
no  fuch  Refentment  againft  any  Man  that  was  then  in 
his  Councils,  we  muft  fuppofe  him.  to  be  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Advice  did  not  proceed  from  anv  private  or 
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bad  Motive,  but  from  a  Conviccion  in  thofe  who  gave    Anno  1749. 
it,  that  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  Honour  or  Intereft    '^    -v—  '^ 
of  this  Nation  to  agree  to  that  Treaty. 

'  To  conclude.  Sir,  I  am  of  Opinion,  for  the 
Reafons  I  have  given,  that  enquiring  into  the  Nego- 
tiation at  Hanau^  or  having  the  Papers  relating  there- 
to laid  before  us,  we  can  remedy  none  of  the  Misfor- 
tunes or  Inconveniences  that  arife,  if  any  did  arife, 
from  the  rejedHng  that  Treaty :  We  can  punifh  no 
Man  for  giving  the  Advice,  even  fuppofmg  it  to  have 
been  a  bad  one  :  We  can  attain  to  no  national  Advan- 
tage, but  may  be  the  Caufe  of  great  national  Mif- 
chief;  and  therefore  I  muft  be  againft  the  Noble 
Lord's  Motion.' 

The  Earl  of  Egmont  next  fpoke  to  the  following; 
Purport. 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

^  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  firft  in  Oppofi-Rt.  Konourabk 
tion  to  my  Noble  Friend's  Motion,  was  pleafed  to  teli^^^^^^'^^'^^-* 
us,  that  common  Fame  might  be  a  good  Foundation 
for  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry,  but  common  Fame  was 
not  a  good  Foundation  for  fuch  an  Enquiry,  unlefs 
grounded  upon  Proofs  or  ftrong  Prefumptions.  He 
might  as  well  have  faid  in  few  Words,  common  Fame 
may  be,  but  common  Fame  never  is,  a  good  Founda- 
tion for  an  Enquiry ;  for  if  there  be  Proofs  or  ftrong 
Prefumptions  of  an  eo-rep-ious  Mifconducb  or  hiorh  Mif- 
demeanor,  they  are  of  themfelves  a  fufficient  Founda- 
tion for  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry,  though  no  Account 
of  that  Mifconduct  or  Mifdemeanor  had  ever  reached 
the  Ears  of  that  many-eared  Lady,  Fame :  Nay,  if  I  had 
Proofs  ofany  egregious  Mifconducl:  or  high  Mifdemeanor 
in  any  Minifter,  or  Under-Minifter,  I  fhould  either  not 
mention  my  Proofs,  or  I  fhould  begin  with  a  Motion 
very  different  from  that  for  an  Enquiry  :  I  fhould  be- 
gin with  moving,  to  have  the  Doors  fhut,  and  then 
fland  up  in  my  Place,  and  after  producing  my  Proofs, 
I  fhould  impeach  fuch  a  one  of  high  Crim-es  and  Mif- 
demeanors  ;  for  in  one  who  is  employed  and  entruiied 
by  the  Public,  MifconducSl:  alone,  without  any  wicked 
Intention,  I  fhall  always  confider  as  a  high  Mifde- 
fneanor  -,  becaufc^  as  the  Civilians  fay,  Jjfe^are  nemo 
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Anno  1749.  do'het  idj  in  quo  vel  intsUigit  vel intelUgere  _de'hct^  imperl- 
Uam  Juam  ant  Infirmitatem  ■  alter  I  perlcidofcun  futuram. 
For  the  fame  Reafon,  when  the  Nation  iuiters  by  the 
Incapacity,  and  much  more  h^  the  Neglefl  of  thofe 
who  take  upon  themfelves  any  public  Employment, 
they  ought  to  be  puniihed  feverely,  either  by  a  Parlia- 
mentary Enquiry  or  Impeachment. 

'  When  we  have  Proofs,  Sir,  or  even  ver^f  flrong 
Prefumptions,  an  immediate  Impeachment  is  the  Courfe 
v/e  fhould  take,  efpecially  if  the  Crime  be  atrocious  ; 
and  when  there  is  only  a  general  Sufpicion,  or  what  is 
called  common  Fame,  of  fomie  Mifconducl  orMifde- 
meanor,  an  Enquiry  is  the  only  Courfe  we  can  take, 
and  it  is  the  Courfe  we  ought  to  take,  that  from,  thence 
we  may  extract  Proofs  for  an  Impeachment,  if  the 
Perfons  j^ccufed  by  common  Fame  be  guilty,  or  for 
vindicating  their  Charadlers,  if  they  be  innocent. 
Upon  this  is  founded,  Sir,  that  Parliamentary  Maxim, 
that  common  Fame  is  a  fufficient  Foundation  for  a 
Parliamentary  Enquiry;  becaufe,  when  Men  in  high 
Stations  are  accufed  by  common  Fame,  it  is  our  Duty 
to  punifh  them  if  guilty,  it  is  our  Duty  to  clear  them 
of  ail  Sufpicion  if  they  be  innocent ;  and  for  this 
Reafon,  when  any  great  Miniiler  is  accufed  by  com- 
mon Fame,  and  induftrioufly  avoids,  or  endeavours  to 
defeat  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry,  it  will  always  give  me 
a  ftrong  Sufpicion  of  his  Cruilt;  for  no  Man  that  is 
innocent  will  chufe  to  remain  long  under  the  Weight 
of  a  popular  Accufation. 

'  As  to  the  Inconvenience,  Sir,  which  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  fuggefted,  would  arife  from  admitting  the 
Maxim,  that  common  Fame,  without  any  Proofs  or 
Prefumptions,  was  a  good  Foundation  for  a  Parlia- 
mentary Enquiry,  there  is  not  the  leaf!:  Reafon  for 
being  afraid  of  any  fuch  Inconvenience  ;  for  from  all 
Hiftory  we  may  learn,  that  Miniders  have  very  feldom 
been  accufed  by  common  Fame  without  being  guilty  ; 
TiVL^i  as  every  Enquiry,  which  is  defig;ned  to  be  ftri6l 
and  impartial,  is  carried  on  by  a  fele*Sl  and  fecret 
Committee,  it  could  never  interrupt  or  impede  thp 
conimon  Bufmefs  of  Parliament,  were  v/e  to  have  fuch 
a  t)ne  every  Seffion. 

'The 
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*  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  upon  this  Subject,  SirjV/as  Anno  1749. 
pleafed  to  run  out  againfl:  the  Spreaders  of  falfe  Re- 
ports among  the  People,  and  to  give  us  an  Account  of 
the  fevere  Laws  we  have  againlf  fuch  Criminals,  which 
Laws,  he  fays,  are  not  now,  becaufe  of  the  Lenity  of 
our  Government,  carried  into  Execution.  It  is  true. 
Sir,  we  have  not  of  late  Years  had  any  Profecution^ 
founded  upon  thofe  Laws,  becaufe  we  have  found  out 
a  more  eafy  Way  for  punifhing  Offenders,  or  fuppofed 
Offenders,  of  this  Kind,  by  lodging  an  Liformation 
againrt  them  as  guilty  of  publifhing  a  falfe,  fcandalous 
and  feditious  Libel;  but  if  I  remember  right,  we 
have  lately  had  Profecutions  for  publifhing  falfe  Nevv^s, 
and  one  Convidlion  and  fevere  Punifhment,  though 
the  News  pretended  to  be  falfe,  was  afterwards  found 
to  be  true;  and  I  muff  obferve,  that  in  this  Refpe6t 
our  Body  of  Laws  feems  to  be  deficient :  We  have 
fevere  Laws  againft  fpreading  fuch  falfe  Reports  as 
may  injure  our  Minifters,  but  we  have  no  Laws  againft 
our  Miniffers  fpreading  fuch  falfe  Reports  as  may  in- 
jure the  People,  by  leading  them  into  the  Approbation 
of  minifteriai  Schemes,  which  are  afterwards  found 
to  be  of  the  m.oft  pernicious  Confequence  to  the  Na- 
tion. If  we  had,  about  twenty-four  Years  ago,  had 
fuch  a  Law,  I  believe,  fome  of  our  minifteriai  Tools 
would  have  been  in  great  Danger  of  meeting  with 
fuch  a  Punifhment  as  they  deferved,  v/hen  the  People, 
or  at  leaft  their  Reprefentatives,  were  induced  to  ap- 
prove of  a  moft  pernicious  Treaty,  by  Reports,  which 
foon  appeared  to  be  without  the  leaft  Foundation. 

'  I  fuall  grant.  Sir,  that  falfe  Reports  may  be  art- 
fully invented,  and  induftrioufly  fpread  by  thofe  who 
are  difaffefted  to  a  Government,  or  difcontented  v/ith 
an  Adminiftration;  and  when  the  Government  is  really 
bad,  or  the  Adminiftration  wicked,  it  is  right  to  do 
fo  :  I  believe,  the  late  happy  Revolution  was  accele- 
rated, if  not  in  a  great  Meafure  occafioned,  by  fuch 
Pra61:ices.  But  an  eftabllihed  Government,  or  fettled 
Adminiftration,  have  always,  in  this  Refpe^l:,  a  great 
Advantage  of  their  Opponents ;  becaufe  they  may 
have  many  more  and  fharper  Tools  to  work  with,  and 
their  Tools  may  fpeak  more  boldly,  and  affert  more 
impudently  in  all  public  Places,  than  thofe  of  the  op- 
':.-■■  poling 
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Anno  1749.  poling  Party  dare  venture  upon.  Befides,  Miniilers 
"  have  it  ahvays  in  their  Pov^rer  to  dete£t  the  Falihood  of 
any  Report  raifed  againil  them,  efpecially  if  a  Parlia- 
ment be  then  fitting;  but  many  Reports  may  be  raifed 
and  propagated  in  their  Favour,  the  Falfity  of  which 
can  no  Way  be  detected  by  their  Enemies. 

'  We  may  therefore  moll:  reafonably  conclude,  that 
when  a  Minifter,  of  minifterial  Meafure,  is  condemned 
by  common  Fame,  and  has  lain  for  fome  Time  under 
that  Condemnation,  there  muft  be  fome  Ground  for 
the  Sentence ;  and  as  to  what  common  Fame  fays  of 
our  late  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace,  I  never  heard  any 
one  Man  fay,  that  it  was  either  honourable  or  advan- 
tageous for  us,  or  any  one  of  our  Allies  :  I  have,  indeed, 
heard  Gentlemen  fay,  that  it  was  better  than  they  at 
any  Time  expe6ted,  from  the  Year  1743,  until  the 
laft  Year  of  the  War,  becaufe  our  wild  Condudl  of 
the  War  by  Land,  and  our  Inaclivity  by  Sea,  gave 
them  Reafon  to  be  afraid  of  the  worft  that  could  hap- 
pen from  an  ill-conducted  War  ;  but  as  we  had  in  the 
lail  Year  of  the  War  begun  to  alter  our  Condu<5l,  and 
had  met  with  Succefs  at  Sea,  they  then  thought  they 
had  Reafon  to  expe6l  much  better  Terms  of  Peace  than 
thofe  agreed  to  at  Jix-la-Chapellc ;  becaufe,  if  we  had 
but  ftood  upon  the  defenfive  for  a  Year  or  two  at  Land, 
w^hich  we  might  have  done  without  any  great  Danger 
to  any  of  our  Allies,  we  fhould  in  that  Time,  by  a 
proper  Exertion  of  our  Strength  at  Sea,  have  entirely 
ruined  the  French  Commerce,  ftript  them  of  all  their 
Plantations,  and  expofed  France  itfelf  to  a  moft  dread- 
ful Famine. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  Way  of  reafcning  among  all  the 
Men  of  Scnfe  I  have  lately  converfed  with,  and  if  this 
be  a  jufl:  Way  of  reafoning,  not  only  the  Condu61  of 
thofe  who  direded  the  Operations  of  War,  hut  the 
Conduct  of  thofe  who  direfted  the  Negotiations  of 
Peace,  ought  to  be  condemned  by  Parliament ;  the 
happy  Confequence  of  which  would  be,  that  the  Na- 
tion would  thereby  get  rid  of  a  Set  of  Minifters,  who 
neither  underftand  how  to  carry  on  a  War,  nor  how 
to  condu6t  a  Negotiation  for  Peace.  But  as  a  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  we  can  give  no  Opinion  either  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  War,   or  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 

without 
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without  a  proper  Enquiry  ;  and  that  Enquiry  we  can-   Anno  1745. 
not  enter  into,  without  firft  having  laid  before  us  all 
the  Lights  necelTary  for  enabling  us  to  form  a  right 
Judgment. 

'  The  Objeclions  made  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
againil  our  entering  into  fuch  an  Enquiry  are  fo  ftale, 
and  have  been  fo  often  refuted,  that  they  are  fcarce 
worthy  of  any  Notice.  As  fuch  an  Enquiry  is  always 
carried  on  by  a  fecret  Committee,  and  as  that  Com- 
mittee never  report,  or  lay  before  the  Houfe,  any 
Papers  or  Fairs  but  fuch  as  may  be  made  public,  with- 
out any  Prejudice  to  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  or  the 
Intereft  of  the  Nation,  we  cannot  from  thence  appre- 
hend the  Difcovery  of  any  Secrets  which  ought  never 
to  have  been  divulged.  And  as  to  our  Minilters,  if 
they  are  fuch  wife  and  upright  Minifters  as  can  juftify 
every  Part  of  their  Condudt,  an  Enquiry  cannot  give 
them  much  Trouble  ;  whereas,  if  they  are  weak  or 
wicked,  the  befl  Thing  v/e  can  do,  is  to  take  up  their 
Thoughts  fo  as  to  prevent  their  acting,  becaufe  their 
Actions  generally  tend  to  the  ruining  or  enfiaving  the 
Nation. 

'  I  Ihall  not  take  up  your  Time,  Sir,  with  entering 
into  an  Examination  of  the  Terms  of  the  late  Treaty, 
though,  I  think,  I  could  demonftrate,  that  even  from 
the  then  Circumllances  of  Affairs,  we  might  have 
obtained,  and  ought  to  have  infiited  on  better  Terms, 
efpecially  with  Regard  to  our  Difoutes  with  Spairiy 
which  feem  to  have  been  forgot,  on  purpofe  to  ihev/ 
the  People,  that  they  miuft  expert  no  Redrefs  by  en- 
tering into  a  Vv'^'ar  againfc  the  good  Liking  01  fome 
Gentlemen  amongft  us.  But  this  I  fhall  referve  till 
the  Treaty  itfelf  is  brought  properly  before  us,  which 
I  hope  it  wall  be,  after  we  have  had  all  the  neceffar)^ 
Papers  laid  upon  the  Table,  and  particularly  the 
Papers  now  moved  for,  relating  to  the  Treatv  at 
Hanaii  in  1743.  Whether  the  Terms  offered  by  that 
Treaty  ought  to  have  been  agreed  to,  is  a  Queilion 
that  cannot  nov/  be  difcuiTed  ;  but  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
late  Emperor  had  any  fuch  fecret  View  as  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  fuggeft,  is  a  Suppofi- 
tion  dire6tly  contrary  to  the  Nature  of  the  Terrr^s  he 
offered,  to  his  ov/n  natural  Temper,  which  was  peace- 
able. 
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Anno  1749*  able,  to  the  th^n  State  of  his  Health,  and  to  the  bad 
Treatment  he  had  met  with  from  the  French,  during 
the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War.  From  all  thefe  it  ap- 
pears to  me  above  doubt,  that  he  was  ilncere  in  his 
OiFers,  and  that  he  delired  nothing  but  to  enjoy  the 
Dignity  that  had  been  conferred  on  him  by  a  great 
Majority  of  the  Electors  of  the  Jmpire,  and  to  fpend 
the  reft  of  his  precarious  Life  in  Peace  and  Q^iietnefs. 
And  if  he  was  fmcere,  I  make  net  Xx\q  leafc  JJoubt  of 
the  Sincerity  of  the  French  in  their  Defire  of  Peace  ; 
becaufe  they  had  experienced  the  Difficulty  and  Ex- 
pence  of  carrying  on  a  War  in  Italy^  v/hilll  the  King 
of  Sardinia  was  againft  them,  and  their  Enemies  ab- 
folute  Mafters  of  the  Mediterranean  \  and  they  cer- 
tainly knew  the  Danger  which  their  CcmriTerce  and 
Plantations  were  expofed  to  from  our  Superiority  at 
Sea,  though  it  feems  never  to  have  entered  into  the 
wife  Heads  of  our  Miniilers  till  the  laft  Year  of  the 
War. 

'  But  nothing  of  this  Kind,  Sir,  ^can  at  prefent 
fome  properly  before  us,  becaufe  we  are  entirely  in 
the  dark  both  as  to  the  Terms  that  were  then  offered, 
and  the  Manner  in  which  they  v/ere  either  offered  or 
reje61:ed  ;  and  fo  we  muft  remain,  till  the  Papers  now 
moved  for  be  laid  before  us ;  for  we  can  neither  ex- 
pe6i:  nor  depend  upon  any  Information  we  can  have 
from  either  Ciafs  of  our  Minifters.  I  fay,  either 
Clafs,  Sir,  becaufe  we  have  at  prefent  two  Sorts  of 
Miniilers  :  I  mean,  lirft-rate  and  fecond-rate  Mini- 
ilers. As  to  the  latter,  they  have  never  yet  got  Accefs 
to  the  Cabinet,  nor  have  they  yet  been  admitted  by 
the  Back-flairs ;  and  I  doubt  if  they  ever  will  :  From 
them  therefore  we  can  expert  no  Information,  and 
our  firft-rate  Minifters  can  give  us  none,  becaufe. 
they  are  bound  by  their  Oath  not  to  divulge  any  Thing 
that  pafles  in  the  Cabinet. 

'  Thus,  then,  it  muft  appear  to  be  quite  foreign 
to  the  prefent  Queilion,  to  fhew  that  the  Terms  of- 
fered at  Hanau  were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  been  ac- 
cepted, or  fuch  as  ought  to  have  been  reje6led ;  becaufe 
we  have  as  yet  no  Parliamentary  Knowledge  of  the 
Affair  J  but  common  Fame  fays,  they  were  fuch  as  we 
ought  greedily  to  have  embraced,  confidering  the  then 
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Circumitances  of  Europe^  the  great  Debt  this  Nation  Anno  i-^a. 
was  before  involved  in,  and  the  vail  Addition  that 
muft  be  made  to  that  Debt  by  a  Continuance  of  the 
War.  Nay,  we  have  fomething  more.  Sir,  than 
common  Fame  j^  for  the  late  Emperor,  after  he  found 
that  nothing  he  could  offer  would  be  accepted,  pub- 
liflied  a  Manifefto  in  Germany^  giving  a  full  Account 
of  that  whole  Negotiation  ;  and  if  the  Terms  oiFered 
were  fuch  as  y/ere  {tX.  forth  in  that  Manifefto,  I  will 
fay,  that  thofe  who  advifed  their  being  rejedted,  be 
who  they  will,  deferve  a  feverer  Punifhment  than  I 
chufe  to  mention. 

'  As  this  Part  of  the  Emperor's  Manifefto  was  never 
contradicted  by  us  or  our  Allies,  it  furnifhes  us  with  a 
Prefumption  of  tlieflrongeft  Nature,  that  the  Term.s  were 
fuch  as  there  reprefented,  and  confequently  an  Enquiry 
into  that  Tranfailion  rauft  be  allowed  to  ftand  upon  fuch 
a  Foundation  as  the  FIcn.  Gentleman  himfelf  has  de- 
clared to  be  fuificient.     But,  fays  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Qiieftion,  whether  thofe  Terms  ought  to  have  been 
accepted  or  rejected,  v/as  a  Queftion  of  a  very  difpute- 
able  Nature,  and  w^e  cannot  pretend  to  cenfure  or 
punifli  any  Man  for  his  Opinion  upon  fuch  a  Qiieftion. 
This,    Sir,    is   begging  the   Queilion  ;  for  until   the 
Treaty  and  Papers  relating  to  it  be  before  us,  we  can- 
not determine,  v/hether  it  v/as  a  doubtful  Queftion  or 
no;  and  if  this  Motion  be  reje<5ted,  it  will  with  me 
be  a  Proof,  that  thofe  who  oppofe  the  Motion  are  con- 
fcious,  that  they  cannot  fupport  their  Opinion,  if  the 
Treaty  fhould  be  laid  before  us,  an^l  the  Terms  of  it 
fairly  canvaiTed  :  They  are  afraid  of  its  being  then 
made  appear,  that  the  rejecting  of  that  Treaty  pro- 
ceeded from  the  moft  egregious  Weaknefs,  or  the  moft 
perfidious  Wickednefs ;    and  if  this  Motion  fhould  be 
complied  v/ith,  and  fome  ethers  which  it  will  hereafter 
be  proper  to  make,  I  believe,  I  ihall  be  able  to  make 
it  appear,  that  the  laft  of  thefe  two  was  the  real  Mo- 
tive :  That  is  to  fay,  I  believe,  I  fhall  be  able  to  miake 
it  appear  as  plainly  as  it  is  poilible  to  m.ake  the  iecret- 
Thoughts  of  a  Man's  Heart  appear  to  the  World. 

^  To  fay.  Sir,  that  this  is  iliewing  a  Difrefpeft  to 
his  Majefty's  Judgm.ent  and  Penetration,  is  an  Ar- 
gument til  at  might  be   made  ufe  of  in  an  abfolute 
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Anno  1749.  Monarchy,  but  in  a  limited  Monarchy,  fuch  as  ours-, 
it  is  an  Argument  of  no  manner  of  V/eight ;  becaufe 
in  this  Country  the  King  has  it  not  always  in  his 
Power  either  to  chufe  or  difmifs  his  Servants.  King 
William  often  retained  in  his  Service,  and  even  in  his 
Councils,  Men  Vi^ho,  he  knev/,  Vv%re  plotting  againfi: 
him  ;  but  as  he  had  no  legal  Proofs  of  their  Treachery, 
he  thought  it  not  prudent  to  difoblige  them,  and 
therefore  he  concealed  even  from  them  what  he  knew 
of  them.  I  am  perfuaded,  neither  the  Behaviour  of 
fome  Gentlemen  during  the  late  War,  nor  the  Motives 
of  that  Behaviour,  have  efcaped  his  Majefty's  Judgment 
and  Penetration  ;  but  as  yet  he  may  not  think  it  pro- 
per to  manifeft  his  Refentment  by  difmifling  them  his 
Service,  becaufe  he  cannot  prove  what  he  certainly 
knows  to  be  true.  A  ftrift  Parliamentary  Enquiry 
might  furnifli  him  with  thofe  Proofs  5  therefore,  by 
fuch  an  ■  Enquiry  w^e  may  do  a  fignal  Service  to  our 
Sovereign  as  well  as  our  Country ;  for  which  Reafon, 
I  iliall  be  upon  the  affirmative  Side  of  every  Queftion 
that  tends  to  an  Enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the  late 
War,  or  the  Negotiations  for  concluding  the  late 
Peace.' 

The  Hon.  Horatio  JValpoky  fenior,  then  rofe  up,  and 
fpoke  as  follows. 

'■  Mr.  Speaker, 
Kon.  Horatio         '  As  all  the  Parliamentary  Enquiries  into  the  Con- 
Walpole.  du61:  of  Minifters,  v/hich  1  ever  heard  or  read  of,  have- 

either  produced  no  Effe6l-,  or  a  very  bad  one,  J  have 
been,  and  I  believe,  I  fliall  always  be  againft  our 
giving  ourfelves  any  fuch  Trouble  -,  and,  I  am  fure,  I 
fhall  n'Tver  be  for  our  enquiring  into  the  Condu6^  of 
any  public  TranfacStion,  which  is  applauded  even  by 
the  Voice  of  common  Fame ;  a  Voice  which  never  v/as 
favourable  to  Minifters,  till  after  they  were  in  their 
Graves,  and  then,  indeed,  they  may  meet  with  that 
Juftice,  which  they  never  could  expe6t  while  -they 
were  alive.  I  knov/.  Sir,  it  has  been  often  urged  in 
this  Houfe,  that  common  Fame  is  a  Foundation  fuffi- 
cient  for  an  Enquiry :  But  this  is  a  Do(5irine  v/hich  I 
never  could  fubfcribe  to,  becaufe,  if  it  were  allowed 
in  its  full  Extent,  we  could  never  be  a  Seflion  without 
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an  Enquiry  ;  for  I  never  heard  of  a  Minife  who  v/as  Anno  1749. 
not,  every  Year  of  his  Adminiftration,  accufed  by 
common  Fame  of  having  done  fom.ething  amifs.  I 
muft,  therefore,  be  of  Opinion,  that  a  Parliamentary 
Enquiry  ought  to  have  fomething  more  fohd,  than 
common  Fame  to  reft  on.  But  whether  this  be  aright 
Opinion,  or  no,  is  a  Queftion  that  can  have  nothing 
to  do  in  the  prefent  Debate  ^  for  the  late  Treatv  of 
P-eace  is  not  fo  much  as  accufed  by  common  Fame. 
By  every  one,  whj  confiders  the  Circumftances  to 
which  both  we  and  our  Allies  were  reduced,  it  is  al- 
lowed to  be  a  better  Treaty  than  could  be  expefted  ; 
and  as  the  Decree  of  a  Judge  is  generally  fuppofed  to 
be  juft,  when  neither  of  the  contending  Parties  is 
pleafed  with  it,  fo  the  late  Treaty  has  this  in  its  Fa- 
vour, that  it  is  more  exclaimed  againft  in  France  than 
it  is  in  England. 

'  An  Enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  our  Minifters, 
with  Regard  to  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  cannot, 
therefore.  Sir,  be  faid  to  have  even  comimon  Fame  for 
a  Foundation  ;  and  if  we  have  no  Foundation  for  en- 
quiring into  that  Treaty,  we  can  have  no  Foundation 
for  enquiring  into  any  Tranfa6Lion  previous  to  it  3  for 
furely  we  ought  not  to  inflame  the  Nation,  and  expofe 
our  own  Charafters  and  the  Dignity  of  this  AfTemxbly, 
by  fetting  on  foot  an  Enquiry  into  an  Affair  which 
is  not  condemned  by  comimon  Fame,  unlefs  we  had 
Proofs  of  fome  v/icked  Defign  or  egregious  Mifcon- 
duft.  I  fay,  Sir,  expofe  our  ov/n  Charadlers  and  the 
Dignity  of  this  AfTembly,  becaufe,  when  a  ParHa- 
mentary  Enquiry  is  fet  on  foot,  the  People  always 
conclude,  that  fomething  wicked  or  very  weak  has 
been  done,  and  they  juftly  expe6t  to  fee  the  Authors 
punifhed,  or  at  ieaft  removed  from  our  national  Coun- 
cils :  If  they  are  difappointed  in  this  Expectation, 
they  always  fuppofe,  that  many  of  us  have  been  bribed 
to  fcreen  the  Guilty,  and  conceive  a  very  unfavour- 
able Opinion  of  this  auguft  AiTem.bly.  This  is  a  nioft 
dangerous  Confequence,  and  might  prove  fatal  to  the 
Conftitution  of  our  Government ;  and  yet,  this  mjaft 
always  be  the  Confequence  of  our  enquiring  into  any 
Tranfa6tion,  which  can  neither  be  accufed  of  V/eak- 
nefs  or  Wickednefs  \    for    unlefs    fomething    of  this 
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Anno  1749.    Kind  does  appear,  no  Parliamentary  Punifliment  can 
enfue. 

*  But  fuppofing;  Sir,  that  there  has  been  fome  lit- 
tle Neglecl  or  Imprudence  in  the  Management  of  any 
public  Affair,  and  that  the  Managers  not  only  deferve, 
but  would  probably,  upon  an  Enquiry,  meet  with  a 
Parliamentary  Punifliment  or  Cenfure ;  yet  the  Dangers 
to  which  the  Nation  is  expofed  by  every  fuch  Enquiry, 
do  a  great  deal  more  than  over-balance  the  Advantages 
that  can  be  expe6i:ed  from  it.  The  Noble  Lord  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  that  as  fuch  an  Enquiry  is  always  carried 
on  by  a  fecret  Committee,  there  could  be  no  Danger 
of  any  Secrets  being  thereby  difcovered,  that  might 
any  Way  prejudice  the  Honour  of  the  Crown,  or  the 
Intereft  of  the  Nation  ;  but  in  this,  I  muft  differ  from 
his  Lordihip  ;  for  I  {hall  always  look  upon  it  as  a 
certain  Maxim,  that  the  more  Perfons  r.  Secret  is  com- 
mitted to,  the  greater  is  the  Danger  of  its  b'eing  dif- 
covered. Befides,  our  Privy-Counfellors  are  always 
fworn  to  Secrecy,  which  will  always  be  a  Bar  to  their 
difcovering  any  of  the  Secrets  of  Government,  as  the 
Noble  Lord  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  obferve ,  for,  fure- 
ly,  no  Man  will  wantonly  tell  a  Secret,  when  he 
knows,  that  the  Perfon  he  tells  it  to,  mufl  look  upon 
him  as  a  perjured  Knave :  But  I  never  heard  that  the 
Members, -even  of  our  fecret  Committees,  take  any 
Oath  of  Secrecy ;  therefore,  we  have  Reafon  to  be 
afraid  of  their  difcovering  Secrets  out  of  mere  Wan- 
tonnefs,  efpecially,  when  we  confider  how  fond  Men 
are  to  jbew,  that  they  know  more  ^  than  the  refl  of 
Mankind. 

*  The  Noble  Lord  was  pleafed  to  advance  another 
Do6l:rine,  Sir,  in  which  I  cannot  agree  with  him  : 
He  v/as  pleafed  to  fay,  that  a  wife  and  upright  Mini- 
fler  can  be  put  to  no  great  Trouble  by  an  Enquiry 
into  his  Conduil: ;  but  I  muft  beg  his  Lordfliip's  Par- 
don. If  an  innocent  Man  vv^ere  to  be  tried  for  Mur- 
der, can  any  one  think,  that  it  would  give  him  ^ 
Concern,  or  that  the  preparing  for,  and  makinghis 
Defence,  would  take  up  no  Part  of  his  Time  ?  1  he 
moft  prudent  and  moft  innocent  Man  may  be  brought 
to  fufferby  falfe  Witneifes,  or  by  mifapprehending  the 
Evidence,  either  for  him  or  againfl  himj  therefore, 

he 
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he  muft  give  clofe  Attention  during  the  whole  Time  of  Anno  1749. 
the  Trial,  to  prevent  or  expofe  Falfhood,  and  to  have  the  ■ 
Evidence  on  both  Sides  clearly  and  rightly  underftood. 
This  is  the  very  Cafe  of  a  Pviinifter,  whofe  Conducl 
is  enquired  into  by  Parliament :  His  Character,  per- 
haps his  Life,  is  at  Stake;  and,  therefore,  during  the 
whole  Courfe  of  the  Enquiry,  let  it  be  of  never  fo 
long  Continuance,  he  muft  give  the  clofeft  Attention 
to  its  Proceedings :  He  muft  take  Care  to  prevent  or 
expofe  any  falfe  WitnefTes  againft  him ;  he  muft  take 
Care  to  have  proper  Witneftes,  and  proper  Vouchers 
for  his  Defence;  and  he  muft  take  Care  to  have  the 
whole  Evidence,  on  both  Sides,  diftinilly  and  rightly 
underftood.  Can  a  Minifter,  in  fuch  Circumftances, 
have  Time  to  mind  the  public  Bufmefs  of  the  Nation  ? 
Ought  we  to  bring  any  one  of  our  Sovereign's  Mini- 
fters  into  fuch  Circumftance,  without  any  previous 
Proofs  or  ftrong  Prefumxptions  of  his  being  guilty  ?  Even 
then  we  ought  not,  unlefs  fome  very  great  national  Ad- 
vantage may  be  expeiled  from  the  Refult  of  theEnquiry. 
'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  Inconveniences  and  Dangers 
which  fhould  make  us,  at  all  Times,  extremely 
cautious  of  entering  upon  any  Enquiry  into  the  Con- 
du6l  of  our  Minifters  ;  but  the  greateft  and  moft  dan- 
gerous Inconvenience  I  have  not  yet  mentioned  ;  that 
is,  the  Difcredit  it  brings  upon  our  Adminiftration  at 
all  foreign  Courts.  It  is  like  a  Gentleman's  havino;  a 
Suit  brought  againft  him  for  his  Vv^hole  Eftate  :  Let 
the  Suit  be  never  fo  groundlefs,  no  Man  will  give  him 
Credit  till  it  be  determined  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time  he 
may  lofe  an  Opportunity  of  m.aking  great  Improve- 
ments. The  Cafe  may  be  the  fame  with  this  Nation. 
As  my  worthy  Friend  upon  the  Floor  has  already  hinted, 
we  have  ftill  feveral  Articles  to  fettle  both  with  France 
and  Spain,  relating  to  our  Commerce  and  Plantations. 
Could  our  Minifters  expeft  any  Succefs  in  the  Nego- 
tiations for  this  Purpofe,  fhould  they  be  brouo^ht  un- 
der, what  I  may  call  a  Parliamentary  Profecudon  ? 
And  as  both  France  and  Spain  feel  as  yet  the  Smart  of 
the  V/ounds  they  received  from  our  Navy,  if  thofe 
Points  are  not  fettled  whilft  that  Smart  remains,  we 
may  afterwards  find  it  very  difficult,  if  not  irriDoiTible, 
ever  to  procure  any  Settlement,  without  a  new  Vf  ar. 
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Anno  1749.  Both  thefe  Kingdoms  have  Reafon  to  dread  the  Pov/er 
of  this  Nation,  whilii:  we  are  cordially  united  amongfl 
ourfelves  :  France  owes  I'is  Being  to  our  Divifions  un- 
der Henry  VI.  and  its  prefent  Grandeur  to  our  Divi- 
fions under  Charles  I.  and  Spain  owes  its  prefent  low 
Condition  to  our  cordial  Union  under  Queen  Eli- 
%abeth  and  Queen  Anne.  As  Parliamentary  Enqui- 
ries have  always  fomented  Divifions  in  this  Country, 
if  any  fuch  Thing  fhould  be  now  fet  on  foot,  they 
will  expert  the  fame  Confequence,  and  will  haughtily 
reje6i:  the  moil  reafonable  Propofals  our  Miniilers  can 
make. 

'  The  prefent  is,  therefore.  Sir,  the  moft  improper 
Time  we  can  chufe  for  enquiring  into  any  late  Tranf- 
aftion,  were  there  really  a  good  Ground  for  fuch  an 
Enquiry :  But  v/hen  there  is  not  the  leaft  Ground  : 
When  our  Minifters  are  not  fo  much  as  accufed  by 
common  Fame  of  having  purfued  any  wicked  or  weak 
Meafures .:  When  they  have  brought  our  Enemies  to 
yield  up  by  a  Peace  all  the  Conquefts  they  had  made 
during  the  Courfe  of  a  fuccefsful  "War,  an  Enquiry 
would  not  only  be  groundlefs,  but  Madnefs ;  for  as  to 
the  Infmuations  thrown  out,  as  if  our  Succefs  in  the 
War  had  been  defeated  by  the  Rivalfhip  of  two  con- 
tending Ministers,  or  as  ii  any  Thing  had  been  neg- 
lected in  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  on  Purpofe  to  fhev/  the 
People  of  this  Nation,  that  they  muft  not  expe61:  any 
Redrefs  by  entering  into  a  War  againft  the  good  Liking 
of  fome  Gentlemen  ;  they  do  not  require  any  Anfwer,. 
becaufe  I  know  of  no  Rivalfiiip  tha^  has  lately  been 
between  Minifters,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  Gentlemen 
that  were  ever  againft  entering  into  the  War ;  and 
after  we  had  entered  into  the  War,  it  is  evident  from 
Fa£ls,  and  ccnf  rmed  by  the  large  Debt  we  have  con- 
tradled,  that  we  did  all  we  could  to  obtain  Succefs. 
It  is  manifeft,  that  we  did  not  fpare  our  Money,  and 
our  Enemies  themfelves  confefs,  that  our  Troops  did 
not  fpare  their  B^.ood.  If  our  Allies  did  not  likewife 
exert  their  utmoft  Strength,  or  if  their  Troops  did  not 
at  all  Times  appear  fo  forward  to  fpill  their  Blood  in 
their  Country's  Caufe,  are  our  Minifters  to  blame  ?  Or,, 
can' this  be  a  Reafon  for  our  enquiring  into  the  Con- 
dud-  of  our  Minifters  ? 

«  But 
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*  But  it  feems  to  be  fome  People's  Way  of  think-  Anno  1749, 
ing.  Sir,  that  every  Misfortune  ought  to  be  charged 
to  the  Account  of  our  Minifters :  Though  in  this 
Country,  Minifters  have  lefs  Power  than  in  zny  other, 
yet  w^efeem  to  think,  they  have  more  Power  than  was 
ever  granted  by. God  Almighty  to'any  human  Creature. 
If  an  Expedition  be  difappointed  by  contrary  Winds 
or  Tempefts,  our  Minifters  are  charged  with  the  Dif- 
appointment,  as  if  they  had  Command  of  Wind 
and  Weather.  If  an  Enterprize  fails  by  the  Neglect 
or  Incapacity  of  the  Officers  em.ployed,  our  Com- 
plaints prefently  run  high  againft  our  Minifters,  though 
every  one  knows,  that  by  the  Nature  of  our  Confti- 
tution,  our  Minifters  are  often  obliged  to  emiploy 
Officers,  on  whofe  Care  or  Capacity  they  have  little 
Dependence.  In  fhort,  fome  People  am_ongft  us  feem 
to  treat  our  Minifters  as  the  Turkifh  Janizaries  do  their 
Commanders.  If  they  have  good  Succefs,  their  Com- 
mander is  a  wife  and  great  General,  let  his  Succefs  be 
never  fo  accidental,  his  Blunders  never  fo  confpicu- 
ous :  Whereas,  if  they  meet  with  bad  Succe^,  the 
whole  Blame  is  laid  upon  the  Comm.ander,  though 
often  owing  to  their  own  Cowardice  or  Sedition.  But 
in  one  Refpeft  there  is  a  wide  Difference ;  for  in  this 
Way  of  judging,  the  Turkijh  Janizaries  are  conftant 
and  uniform ;  whereas,  in  this  Country,  let  a  Man 
who  but  Yefterday  loaded  the  Minifters  v/ith  every 
Misfortune,  and  imputed  every  Succefs  to  mere 
Chance ;  I  fay,  let  fuch  a  Man  have  To-day  a  Place 
in  the  Admin iftration,  and  he  becomes  the  very  re- 
verfe  of  a  Turkijh  Janizary :  Every  Succefs  is  then 
owing  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Minifter,  and  every 
Misfortune  he  afcribes  to  fome  fatal  Accident  beyond 
the  Reach  of  human  Forefight. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  an  Obfervation  I  have  long  fmce 
made :  It  has  been  confirmed  by  many  Experiments  ; 
and  if  a  new  Experiment  were  n-ow  to  be  made,  I 
believe,  I  fhould  fee  the  Truth  of  it  eftablifhed.  But 
thank  God  !  his  Majefty  has  a  much  jufter  \Y2.y  of 
judging  :  He  does  not  judge  of  a  Minifter  from  the 
Event,  but  from  the  whole  Tenor  of  his  Condufl  5 
and  whatever  the  Neceffity  of  the  Times  might  oblige 
King  William  to  do,  as  his  prefent  Majefty  neither  is^ 
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Anno  1749-  '^^'^  ever  v/as,  under  any  fuch  Neceffily,  v/e  muft  fup- 
^«.— .V— «««^  po^e  that  his  Majefiy  would  not  only  have  difcovered, 
but  difgraced  any  Minifter  that  had  facrificed  his 
Glory,  or  the  Good  of  his  Subjects,  to  any  private 
Paffion  or  Refentment ;  which  with  me,  is  of  itfeif 
alone  a  fuiiicient  Argument  for  concl'^'ding,  that  no- 
thing weak  or  wicked  has  been  tranfacled  either  in  the 
Profecution  of  the  War,  or  the  Negotiations  for  a 
Peace,  and,  therefore,  I  am  againfl:  our  agreeing  to 
this  Motion.' 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Strange  then  rofe  up,  and 
fpoke  as  follov/s.^ 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Right  Honour.       ^  The'  Hon.   Gentleman  who  fpoke   laft,  fet  out 
X  ord  Strange,    ^vith  an  Opinion,  and  concluded  with  an  Obfervation, 
for  both  which  I  am  forry  to  fay,  he  has  from  Expe- 
^   rience  by  a  great  deal  too  much  Reafon.     His  Opi- 
nion was,  that  Parliamentary  Enquiries  into  the  Con- 
duct of  Minifters  have  either  produced  no  Effe£l:,  or  a 
VQTj  bad  one  :    I  ihall  admit,  that  they  have  fome- 
times,  though   feldom,  produced  a  bad  Effect ;  and   I 
fliall  alfo  admit,  that  they  have  but  rarely  produced  all 
the  Effect  they  ought  to  have  done :  But  he  muik  re- 
member a  very  late  Enquiry  that  produced  fome  Effect, 
though  far  from  all  the  EfFecSt  v/hich  the  People  had 
,  Reafon  to  expecl  from  it  3  and  if,  he  thinks,  that  the 

EfFecr  it  produced  v/as  a  bad  one,  I  believe,  he  will 
find  very  few  unbiaffed  Men  in  the  Kingdom  to  join 
with  him  in  Opinion.  Neverthelefs,  I  fhall  readily 
excufe  him  having  fuch  an  Opinion  of  it,  upon  m^any 
Accounts,  and  chiefly,  becaufe  v/e  are  apt  to  have  a 
very  bad  Opinion  of  any  EfFecSl  by  which  we  have 
been  once  heartily  frightened.  But  will  he  fay,  that 
the  Enquiry  into  the  Condu6l  of  the-  South- Sea  Scheme 
in  the  Year  1720,  the  Enquiry  into  the  Conduct  of 
the  Earl  of  Macclesfield^  and  many  others  I  could 
mention,  produced  no  EfFe61:,  or  a  very  bad  one  ?  We 
are  not  therefore  to  condemm^ Parliamentary  Enquiries 
by  the  Lump,  becaufe  fuch  an  Enquiry  has,  perhaps, 
once  in  a  Century  produced  a  bad  EfFeiK 

'  I  fliall  grant,  Sir,  that  Minifters  and  their  Favour- 
ites have  generally  a  ftrong  Reafon  for  exploding  as 

much 
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much   as  they  can  all  Parliamentary  Enquiries ;  and    Anno  1749- 

as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  been  a  Minifter,  or  the 

Favourite  of  a  Minifter,  I  believe,  almoft  ever  fmce 

he  began  to  forni  any  Opinion  about  Parliamentary 

Affairs,  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  queftion  his  having  been 

always  againft  our  giving  ourfelves  any  fuch  Trouble; 

but  as  I  never  was  a  Minifter,  nor  the  Favourite  of  a 

Minifler,  I  have  formed  a  very  different  Opinion  of 

fuch  Enquiries,  being  fully  convinced,  that  they  will 

much  oftner  produce  a  good  than  a  bad  Effect,  unlefs 

our  Miniffers  fhould  find   Means   to   have   alv/ays   a 

(launch  Majority  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  and 

then,  indeed,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  fuch  Enquiries 

would  be  made  the  Scourge  of  every  great  and  honeff 

Man  in  the  Kingdom  :  Every  Man's  Life,  Liberty, 

and  Eftate,  would  depend  upon  the  Good-will  of  the 

Minifler  for  the  Time  being ;  for  the  bcafted  Boon  v/e 

got  by  the  A6i-  of  Settlement,  as  to  fixing  our  Judges 

in  their  Seats,  ^tamdiu  fe  bene  gejferhit^  would  be  of 

no  Effeft,  becaufe,  if  any  one  of  them  dared  difobey 

the  Dire6lions  of  the  Minifler,  he  would  be  addjreffed 

out  of  his  Place  by  Parliament ;  but  this  fatal  Confe- 

quence  will,  I  hope,  be  fome  Time  cr  other  prevented 

by  a  flri6l  and  free  Parliamentary  Enquiry  into  the 

Powers  our  Minifters  are  now  poffeffi^d  of;  for  the 

Refult  of  fuch  an   Enquiry  would,  I  am   confident, 

produce  a  Law  for  annihilating  or  reflraining  moft  of 

thofe  Powers ;  and  the  Obfervation  with  which   the 

Hon.  Gentleman  concluded,  mufl  convince  every  Man 

W'ho  has  a  Regard  for  our  Ccnflitution,  that  fuch  an 

Enquiry  and  fuch  a  Lav/  are  nov/  become  abfclutely 

neceffary. 

'  The  Truth  of  his  Obfervation  I  fliall  not  contro- 
vert :  I  do  believe,  he  has  too  often  found  it  confirmed 
by  Experience  ;  but,  I  hope,  he  has  likev/ife  met  with 
many  Exceptions,  and,  I  think,  that  for  the  Sake  of 
fome  of  his  Friends,  he  might  have  fpared  making 
any  fuch  Obfervation ;  for,  hov/ever  it  may  affeft 
them,  it  can  as  yet  affe£l  none  of  thofe  who  patronife 
the  Motion  now  before 'us.  I  was,  therefore,  fur- 
prifed.  Sir,  to  hear  fuch  an  Obfervation  made  by  that 
Hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  I  was  more  furprifed  to  hear 
him  affirm,  that  his  prefentMajefty  was  never  brought 
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Anno  1749.  under  a  NecelTity  to  employ  thofe  v;hom  he  knew  to 
be   plotting    againft    him.     Sir,    the   Parliament  has 
fometimes  tore  a  wicked  Minifter  from  the  Bofom  of 
their  Sovereign  :  This  is  conftitutional,  this  is  legal : 
But  even  the  Parliament  never  prefumed  to  tell  their 
Sovereign,  You  iliall  em.ploy  this  Man,  or  this  Set -of 
Men.     Shall  a  Number  of  private  Men  confpire  to  do 
what  the  Parliament  only  can  do,  and  even  Vv' hat  the 
parliament  never  prefum^ed  to  do  ?  I  know,  that  fuch 
a  Confpiracy  is  not  declared  Treafon  by  Statute  ;  but 
I  will  lay,  that  it  is  as  much  a  Plot  againft  the  King's 
Sovereignty,    as  a  Confpiracy  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
tender would  be  a  Plot  againil:  his  Crov/n  5  and   in 
common  Senfe,  though  not  by  Statute,  it  is  equally 
criminal.     By  our  prefent  Conftitution,  I  know,  that 
znj  Subject  m.ay  refufe  ferving  the  Crown,  or  refign 
his  Employment  when  he  pleafes  ;  but,  for  a  Num- 
ber of  Subjects  to  enter  into  a  Confpiracy  to  refign  all 
at  once,  and  at  a  moil  critical  Conjuncture,  unlefs  their 
Sovereign  will  difmifs  fuch  a  Miniiler,  01  employ  fuch 
a  one,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  the  next  Degree  toTreafcn. 
Whether  any  fuch  Thing  has  been  done  of  late  Years, 
I  leave  to  be  confidered  by  thofe  that  hear  me  5  but  if 
it  has,  I  am  fure,  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  King  Wilr^ 
Uam^  or  any  Sovereign  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  was  ever, 
in  a  Time  of  Peace,  treated  fo  by  a  Confpiracy  among 
a  few  of  his  Subjeils. 

^  But  11  ov/,  Sir,  to  com_e  to  the  Subjeil:  properly 
under  Confideration,  I  fhail  join  with  the  Hon.  G&n^ 
tlemian  in  Opinion,  that  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
even  better  than  could  be  expe61ed,  confidering  the 
Circumflances  that  both  v/e  and  our  Allies  were  reduced 
to ;  for  we  mufc  not  compare  this  lafl  Treaty  with  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht^  becaufe  our  Circumftances  were 
widely  different.  Our  public  Credit  was  really  become . 
precarious,  and  our  Allies,  the  Dutch,  were  in  a  mioft 
dangerous  Situation  5  fo  dangerous,  that  I  am.  per- 
fuaded,  if  we  had  rejetfted  the  Terms  then  offered  by 
France,  the  Dutch  would  have  taken  Care  of  their  own 
•  Safety,  by  concluding  a  Treaty  of  Neutrality  at  leafl, 
if  not  by  joining  againft  us.'  If  either  of  thefe  had 
been  the  Cpnfequence,  Gentlemen  are  much  miflaken 
who  fuppofc,  that  the  French  would  have  Vv^ithdrawn 
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their  Armies  from  Flanders,  and  refolved  to  carry  on  Anno  1749. 
the  War  only  in  Italy.  No,  Sir,  they  would  have  '..  ,„  — ,,-  ._ 
marched  the  great  Army  they  then  had  in  Flanders 
Gire6tly  to  Hanover ,  and  the  Princes  of  the  Empire 
would  have  been  fo  far  from  refenting  it,  that  fome  of 
them,  and,  perhaps,  the  Stvedes  too,  would  have 
joined  in  the  Expedition.  I  know,  that  by  the  Act  of 
Settlem.ent  it  is  provided,  that  this  Nation  fhaii  not 
engage  in  any  War  for  the  Sake  of  Hanover ,  but  if 
that  Ele6lorate  comes  to  be  attacked,  upon  our  Ac- 
count, we  are  certainly  bound,  both  in  Honour  and 
Juftice,  to  defend  it  to  the  utmoft  of  our  Power : 
This  we  muft  have  done;  this  we  were  bound  to  do, 
by  all  the  Ties  by  which  one  Nation  can  be  bound  to 
defend  another ;  but  could  we  have  done  this  efFediu- 
^lly,  after  the  Dutch  had  withdrawn  themfelves  from 
the  Alliance?  RuJJta,  perhaps, 'as  well  as  the  Houfe 
of  Aufiria,  might  have  joined  us  with  their  whole 
Force,  but  the  chief  Expence  of  the  War  muft  have 
Iain  upon  us  ;  and  confidering  the  precarious  State  of 
our  public  Credit,  we  could  not  propofe  to  have  fup- 
ported  this  Expence,  no,  not  for  one  Campaign. 

'  From  hence  I  muft  conclude.  Sir,  that  our  agree- 
ing to  the  Preliminaries  at  Aix-ia-Chapelle  was  an  A6t 
of  Force,  not  of  Choice,  and  that  this  Force  was  put 
upon  us  by  the  Dutch  declaring  plainly,  that  if  vine 
would  not  accept  of  the  Terms  then  offered,  they 
would  provide  for  their  own  Safety,  by  agreeing  to  a 
Neutrality,  withdrawing  their  Troops  from  our  Army, 
and  obliging  our  Army  to  evacuate  their  Territories. 
But,  Sir,  fuppofmg  this  laft  Treaty  of  Peace  was  a 
Force  put  upon  our  A/Iinifters,  in  the  Manner  I  have 
mentioned,  and  fuppofmg  it  to  be  the  general  Opi- 
nion, that  the  Terms  are  better  than  in  our  Circum- 
ftances  could  be  expelled,  is  that  a  Reafon  for  our 
not  enquiring  into  it  ?  Will  any  one  fay,  that,  ab- 
ftradledly  fpeaking,  it  is  a  good  Treaty  ?  Sir,  I  will 
fay,  that  it  is  the  mcfl  diihonourable,  the  moft  difad- 
vantagcous  Treaty  England  has  made  fince  the  Reign 
of  He7iry  VI.  Nay,  I  v/ill  not  even  except  the  Treaties 
made  during  a  late  Adminiftration  ;  and  as  I  have 
mentioned  the  unfortunate  Reign  oi  Henry  VI,  I  muft 
pbferve,  that  France  neither  ov/es  its   Eeillg  to   our 
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Anno  1749.  Divlfioiis  In  that  Reign,  nor  its  Grandeur  to  our 
Divlfions  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I.  but  to  theWeak- 
nefs  of  our  Adminiftration  in  thofe  two  Reigns  ;  to 
which  I  may  add,  that  France  owes  its  Recovery  from 
the  low  State  to  which  it  was  reduced  in  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Aime^  entirely  to  the  Weaknefs  of  our  Admi- 
nillration  fince  that  Time ;  and  if  we  do  enquire  into 
the  laft  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  the  Condudl  of  the  War 
previous  to  it,  I  am  afraid  it  will  appear,  that  the 
fatal  Neceffity  we  v/ere  reduced  to,  of  agreeing  to  fuch 
a  diflionourable  and  difadvantageous  Treaty,  was 
owing  to  the  Weaknefs,  if  not  the  Wickednefs,  of 
fome  now  in  our  Adminiftration. 

'  If  this  be  the  Cafe,  Sir,  if  there  be  but  a  Sufpi- 
cion  that  this  is  the  Cafe,  is  it  not  a  good  Foundation 
for  a  Parliamentary  Enquiry  ?  The  Hon.  Gentleman 
who  fpoke  lail  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that  he  knew  of  no 
late  Rivalfnip  between  Minifters,  nor  did  he  know  of 
any  Gentlemen  that  were  againft  the  War.  It  may 
be  fo,  Sir,  but  it  is  pretty  notorioufly  known,  or  at 
leaft  generally  fufpedied,  that  feveral  Gentlemen  of 
high  DiiLin^lion  v/ere  againft  the  War  with  Spain^  as 
well  .as  againft  that  for  fupporting  the  Houf^of  Aufir'ia, 
As  to  the  lafl,  I  believe  every  one  remembers,  what  a 
Clamour  was  raifed  againft  our  taking  the  Hanover 
Troops  into  our  Pay  for  that  Purpofe.  I  was  myfelf 
one  that  joined  in  raifmg  that  Clamour,  and  I  then 
thought,  I  was  right  in  fo  doing,  but  I  am  now  con- 
vinced, I  was  wrong,  and  I  may  the  more  freely  de- 
clare it,  becaufe  no  one  can  fay,  that  this  Change  in 
my  Way  of  judging  proceeds  from  any  Place  in  the 
Adminiftration. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Contention  or  Rivalfhip 
between  two  Minifters,  whether  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man knows  it  or  no,  I  believe  it  certain,  that  there 
was  fuch  a  Contention,  and  that  it  run  fo  high, 
that  his  Majefty  was  at  laft  obliged  to  difmifs  the 
Minifter,  who  had  always  appeared  zealous  for  the 
War  with  Spain ^  as  well  as  that  for  the  Support  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria,  Whether  the  other  Minifter 
endeavoured  to  render  the  War  unfuccefsful,  becaufe 
it  had  been  advifed  by  his  Rival,  or  whether  our  ill 
Succefs  was  owing  to  Weaknefs  and  \)?A  Conduit,  is 

what 
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what  we  are  and  ought  to  enquire  Into;  but  I  muft  Anno  1749. 
oblerve,  that  our  having  been  at  a  great  Expence,  and 
run  a  great  deal  in  Debt,  is  no  Proof,  that  there  was 
neither  Weaknefs  nor  Delign  in  the  War's  being  fo 
unfuccefsful ;  for  in  the  Conduct  of  fuch  a  War,  an 
infinite  Sum  of  Money  may  be  fpent  to  very  little 
Purpofe;  and  there  are  numberlefs  Ways  of  render- 
ing a  War  designedly  unfuccefsful,  which  cannot  be 
difcovered  by  common  Obfervers.  But  this  is  not  the 
Cafe  at  prefent;  for  many  of  thofe  V/ays  have  been 
difcovered,  and  plainly  pointed  out,  not  only  in 
Converfation  but  in  Print.'  There  are  many  Fa6i:s 
pointed  out,  which,  if  true,  could  proceed  from 
nothing  but  the  greateft  Weaknefs,  or  from  a  formed 
Defign  to  render  the  War  ruinous  to  this  Nation. 
As  many  of  thofe  FacSts  are  now  pubiilhed  to  the 
World,  and  many  others  talked  of  in  common  Con- 
verfation, I  fhall  not  take  up  your  Time  with  re- 
peating them ;  but,  in  my  Opinion,  they  lay  us  under 
an  indifpenfable  Neceffity  to  enquire  into  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace,  and  the  Condu6l:  of  the  War, 
which  made  it  neceflary  for  us  to  accept  of  that 
Treaty. 

*  Befides,  Sir,  from  the  very  Nature  of  the  thing, 
an  Enquiry  becomes  neceiTary;  for  the  ill  Succefs  of 
a  War  muft  alv/ays  proceed  from  the  unfuccefsful 
Party's  being  overmatched,  or  from  his  bad  Conduct, 
or  from  Accident.  As  to  Accidents,  Sir,  I  cannot 
recollect  fo  much  as  one  crofs  Accident  we  met  with 
during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  War :  On  the  con- 
trary, every  remarkable  Accident  was  in  our  Favour. 
The  Death  of  the  laft  Emperor  was  very  much  in  our 
Favour  :  The  Death  of  the  King  of  Spain  was  like- 
wife  an  Accident  in  our  Favour:  Our  Succefs  at  Det- 
tingen^  I  may  fay,  the  Prefervation  of  our  Army  there, 
was  chiefly  owing  to  an  accidental  rafh  Step  in  one 
of  the  French  Generals;  and  none  of  the  French 
Viftories  were  owing  to  Accident,  but  to  their  fupe- 
ripr  Conduft,  or  fuperior  Numbers.  Then  as  to  our 
being  over-m.atched,  if  we  v/ere,  it  was  a  moft  cogent 
Reafon  for  our  embracing  the  firft  reafonable  OiFers  of 
Peace,  and  confequently  militates  ftrongly  againft  the 
Conduct:  of  thofe  who  were  the  Authors  of  rejecting 
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Anno  1749.  ths  Treaty  of  Hanau,  If  the  Offers  then  made  were 
any  way  reafonable,  thofe  who  advifed  their  being  re- 
jected cannot  pretend  to  fay,  that  we  were  over- 
matched in  the  War,  and,  therefore,  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that  our  ill  Siiccefs  was  owing  to  bad  Condudl, 
From  whence  it  is,  I  think,  evident,  that  if  the 
Offers  of  Peace  made  at  Hanau  were  reafonable,  and 
if  thofe  who  advifed  their  being  rejected  have  ever 
fmce  had  the  Management,  of  the  War,  they  muft 
be  one  Way  or  other  to  blame,  confequently,  their 
Condu6l  ought  to  be  enquired  into.  Indeed,  the 
Condu6t:  of  the  whole  War,  from  the  Beginning  of 
that  with  Spain,  ought,  I  think,  to  be  enquired  into; 
for  if  a  War  which  has  coft  this  Nation  above  Three 
or  Four-and-lifty  Millions  Sterling,  without  reaping 
any  one  Advantage,  and  a  War  in  the  Profecu- 
tion  of  which  a  Courfe  of  bad  Condudl  may  fo  pro- 
bably be  fupported,  is  not  a  proper  Subje6l  for  a  Par- 
liamentary Enquiry,  I  am  fure,  nothing  ever  can 
be  {o. 

*  As  to  the  Objections  made  againft  our  entering 
into  fuch  an  Enquiry,  they  will  always  be  equally 
good  againft  our  entering  upon  an  Enquiry  into  any 
TranfadHon  that  has  a  Relation  to  foreign  Affairs,  and 
this  of  itfelf  is  fufEcient  to  render  them  of  no  Weight; 
but  as  to  that  of  diminifhing  the  Influence  of  our 
Miniflers  at  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain,  and 
thereby  retarding  or  difappointing  the  adjufting  of 
thofe  Articles  that  Hill  remain  to  be  fettled  relating 
to  our  Commerce  and  Plantations,  it  is  fo  far  from 
being  an  Objedion,  that,  I  believe,  it  is  rather  an 
Argument  for  an  Enquiry.  Both  thofe  Courts  know, 
that  our  prefentAdminiilration  is  of  the  fame  Complexion 
•with  a  J  ate  one,  which  fubmitted  to  their  Infults  for 
near  Twenty  Years  together,  and  would  have  con- 
tinued* to  fubmit,  if  it  had  been  drove  into  a  War  by 
the  People,  and  by  a  bold  Enterprize  of  one  of  our 
Sea-Commanders.  When  thofe  Courts  hear  of  an 
Enquiry's  being  fet  on  Foot,  they  will  of  Courfe 
fufpe6i:,  that  it  may  make  Way  for  a  Change  in  our 
Adminiflration,  and  that  the  new  Minifters  not 
having  been  bred  up  at  the  pufillanimous  School  of 
the  Minifter  lately  deceafed,  will  infift  upon  higher 
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Terms  than  the  prefent  would  readily  agree  to;  Anno  1749. 
which  Sufpicion  will  make  them  fettle  every  thing  in 
Difpute  as  foon  as  poflible;  for  from  the  Experience 
they  have  had  of  our  Naval  Strength,  I  believe,  they 
will  be  cautious  of  entering  again  into  a  War  with 
this  Nation,  till  they  think  themfelves  an  equal 
Match  for  us  at  Sea ;  and  that,  I  hope,  we  ihall  take 
Care  to  prevent,  by  increafmg  our  Naval  Strength  in 
proportion  as  they  increafe  theirs. 

'  As  to  the  Objection,  Sir,  that  an  Enquiry  would 
fo  much  employ  our  Minifters,  that  they  could  not 
attend  to  the  public  Affairs  of  the  Nation,  it  might 
have  fome  Weight,  were  we  engaged  in  a  War ;  but 
as  it  is  now  a  Time  of  profound  Peace,  and  as  the 
Enquiry  could  not  be  of  any  long  Duration,  they  may 
fpare  Time  enough  to  provide  for  their  Defence  j  and, 
I  think,  they  fhould  defire  to  be  put  upon  it,  if  they 
be  innocent;  for  an  innocent  Man  who  has  the 
Misfortune  to  be  accufed  of  any  heinous  Crime,  will 
certainly  be  defirous  of  being  put  upon  his  Trial, 
that  he  may  have  an  Opportunity  to  vindicate  his 
Character:  Even  a  private  Man  is  in  fuch  a  Cafe 
bound,  in  Juilice  to  his  Charader,  to  defire  a  Trial; 
but  a  Minifter  has  a  farther  and  higher  Obligation, 
becaufe  the  Infamy  of  his  Characier  may  hurt  that  of 
his  Sovereign,  and  alienate  the  Aliedions  of  the 
People. 

*  In  this  Light,  Sir,  let  us  confider  the  Situation  of 
our  prefent  Pvlinifters.  The  Complaints  are  loud 
againft  their  Condudl  in  the  late  War:  They  are 
accufed  not  only  of  Mifcondu6l,  but  of  deiigning  to 
render  the  War  unlliccefsful  for  private  Ends  of  their 
ov/n.  They  can  vindicate  themfelves  no  Way  but 
by  fubmitting  to  a  ftridl  and  impartial  Parliamentary 
Enquiry.  This  they  are  bound  to  fubmit  to,  in  Duty 
to  their  own  Character,  in  Duty  to  their  Sovereign. 
If  they  do,  they  may  be  able  to  fhew,  that  the  Terms 
of  Peace  offered  at  Hanau,  were  fuch  as  we  could 
not  agree  to ;  that  no  flich  Terms  as  we  could  agree 
to  were  offered,  till  the  Congrefs  at  Aix-la-Chapelky 
and  that  our  Misfortunes  in  the  War,  proceeded  all 
from  our  being  over-m.atched  and  over-powered.  But 
if  they  do  not  fubmit  to  an  Enquiry :  If  by  Means  of 
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Anno  T749.  their  Friends  in  this  Floufe,  they  defeat  every  Motion 
tending  that  Way,  what  can  the  World  think  ?  Will 
it  not  think  them  guilty  of  the  very  worjft  things  that 
have  been  laid  to  their  Charge?  And  how  this  may 
afFe61:  their  Sovereign,  I  leave  to  them  to  judge. 
Therefore,  Sir,  in  Duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  in 
Friendfhip  to  our  prefent  Minifters,  without  either 
Place  or  Penfion,  I  fhall  give  my  Vote  for  this 
Motion,  and  for  every  Motion  that  feems  to  have  the 
fame  Tendency  with  this.' 

The  Queftion  being  now  called  for,  the  Hoiife 
divided,  when  138  were  for  the  Addrefs,  and  288 
againft  it.  So  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative.  But 
this  Vi£lory  to  the  Minifter,  produced  another  De- 
bate, fomewhat  fimilar. 

On  the  yth  of  Febniary^  ^7495  the  Earl  of  Egmont  , 
moved.  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefliy,  that  he  would  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  give 
Directions  for  laying  before  the  Houfe,  Copies  of  all 
Propofals  of  Peace  or  Accommodation,  made  or  com- 
municated on  the  Part  of  his  Majefty  to  the  French 
King,  or  on  the  Part  of  the  French  King  to  his 
Majefty,  in  the  Year  1744,  together  with  Copies  of 
all  the  Letters  and  Papers  relating  thereto.  And  he 
repeated  the  fame  Motion  for  the  Years  1745,  and 
1746;  after  which  he  moved,  That  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be 
gracioully  pleafed  to  give  Directions  for  laying  before 
the  Houfe,  Copies  of  the  Overtures  for  a  general 
Pacification  mentioned  by  his  Majefty  in  his  moft 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  uppn  November  12, 
1747,  to  have  been  then  lately  made  to  his  Majefty 
on  the  Part  of  Frmice ;  and  though  fome  of  the  Terms 
propofed  were  fuch  as  could  not  be  approved,  a  Con- 
grefs  was  adually  agreed  to  be  held  at  Jix-la-Chapelky 
whither  the  feveral  Minifters  did  foon  repair;  and 
alfo  Copies  of  all  other  Propofals  of  Peace  or  Accom- 
modation, made  or  communicated  on  the  Part  of  the 
French  King  to  his  Majefty,  or  on  the  Part  of  his 
Majefty  to  the  French  King,  in  the  Year  1747,  toge- 
ther with  Copies  of  all  Letters  and  Papers,  fo  far  as 

they 
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they  relate  to  the  fald  Overtures  and  Propofals,  and    Anno  1749. 
the  Interefl  of  Great-Britain^   and  her  Allies  at  that  \ — — v— ^ 
Time. 

This  Motion  was  fupported  by  Sir  Edmund  ThomaSy 
Bart,  with  a  Speech  to  the  following  Efrect. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

'  When  a  Motion  was  made  you  lately,  relative  to  Sir  Edmund 
•fome  other  Tranfa6lions  (thofe  at  Hanau)  I  was  not'^^^^^'* 
fo  much  furprifed,  that  Gentlemen  in  Power  fliould 
be  unwilling  to  lay  before  you  any  Propofitions  that 
had  been  made  of  an  advantageous  Nature  to  this 
Country,  which  by  a  Comparifon  with  the  Terms, 
on  which  Peace  has  fmce  been  concluded,  would  con- 
vince us  of  their  own  Mifcondu61:,  which,  I  think, 
is'thefofteft  Exprellion  I  can  beftowonit.  But,  Sir, 
it  is  fomething  extremely  rnyfterious,  that  they  fhould 
appear  equally  folicitous  to  conceal  Propofitions  which 
were  fo  extremely  difadvantageous,  that  we  were 
aiTured  from  the  Throne  itfelf,  they  were  inadmiflable; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  impoflible  to  fuggefl:  any  other 
Motives  for  fuch  a  Behaviour,  but  a  Confcioufnefs, 
that  thofe  very  InadmifTable  Terms,  or  even  fome 
jftill  worfe  than  thofe,  have  been  fmce  admitted:  For 
it  feems,  Sir,  there  are  no  Terms  fo  bad  that  were 
previoufly  offered  and  rejected,  with  which  this  Treaty 
of  Peace,  as  it  now  ftands,  will  bear  the  Tefl  of 
Comparifon.  And,  upon  my  Word,  I  do  not  con- 
ceive what  Terms  they  were  that  could  have  been 
more  inadmiffable,  efpecially,  as  far  as  relates  to 
Great-Britain^  than  thofe  of  this  Treaty,  which  have 
fixt  an  indelible  Stam.p  of  Infamy  on  our  National 
Reputation,  and  have  facrificed  the  great  Commercial 
Intereft  of  this  Country,  by  the  precarious  Footing 
on  which  it  has  left  all  your  Trade  to  Spain;  and  in 
this  refped:,  whatever  Difadvantages  your  Spanijh 
Trade  labours  under,  is  fo  much  given  to  France^ 
which  v/ill  fupplant  you  in  it.  What  I  fay,  I  do 
not  intend  merely  in  regard  to  the  Affair  of  fearch- 
ing  our  Ships,  but  the  leaving''  the  Treaty  of  1715 
unconfirmed,  by  which  your  Commerce  may  be 
expofed  to  fuch  high  Duties,  as  will  entirely  cut  it 
up  by  the  Roots ;  for  can  we  imagine  France  v/ill 
hereafter  fuffer  Spain   to    fettle   this   Point    in    our 

Favour, 
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Anno  1749.   ^^^'^^^^  ^y  fubfequent  Negotiations,  from  which  (he 
V,.**-.^.— ^^  reaps  fuch  infinite  Advantages,  without  fome  Equiva- 
lent that  may  be  fatal  to  us  ? 

'  Our  Trade  is  now  left  on  the  Foot  of  the  expla- 
natory Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Utretcht^  which  were 
thought  fo  bad,  that  they  did  not  dare  at  that  Time 
to  infert  them  in  the  Body  of  the  Treaty,  nor  were 
they  figned  by  the  Plenipotentiaries,  no  Traces  of 
them  were  to  be  found  in  the  Secretaries  Offices  5  but 
they  were  clandeftinely  negotiated  by  an  Irijh  Papift, 
then  Refident  in  Spain^  and  privately  foifted  into  the 
Ratifications. ,  How  this  Matter  comes  to  be  neglect- 
ed now,  muft  create  Sufpicions  of  a  moft  alarming 
Nature;  for  as  we  have  given  up  every  Pledge  in 
our  Plands,  that  could  induce  a  Compliance  from  the 
Courts  of  Spain  and  France  hereafter,  this  may  be 
referved  as  a  Plea  for  what  dare  not  now  be  avowed, 
and  for  which  Neceffity  then  v/ill  be  urged  as  a  Juftifi- 
cation.  And  let  every  Gentleman,  who  hears  me, 
reflect  on  this  Occafion,  that  our  Negotiations  with 
Spain  are  intrufted  to  the  faine  Perfon,  who  a  few 
Years  ago  concluded  the  fo-much  detefted  and  infamous 
Convention  with  that  Crown. 

'  But,  Sir,  it  becomes  this  Houfe  more  parti- 
cularly to  exert  their  Right,  or  rather  Duty  of  En- 
quiry at  this  Time,  from  a  Confideration  of  the  very 
contemptuous  Manner  in  which  it  has  been  treated, 
in  regard  to  the  prefent  Peace,  as  it  was  not  thought 
worthy  to  have  even  the  Preliminaries,  when  figned, 
communicated  to  it,  though  figned  and  fent  over 
while  Parliament  v/as  fitting,  and  when  a  total 
Disregard,  in  thofe  Preliminaries,  to  the  united  Senfe 
of  Parliament,  mofi:  folemnly  expreffed  by  the  una- 
nimous Refolution  of  both  Houfes,  in  relation  to  the 
Pretenfions  of  Spain  to  vifit  our  Ships,  made  fuch  a 
Communication  more  particularly  decent  and  ne- 
ceflary. 

'  As  therefore,  on  the  other  Hand,  tliere  is  not 
the  leaf!  ill  Confequence  pretended  from  giving  us  a 
Sight  of  the  Propofitions  now  moved  for;  as  nothing 
but  a  Confcioufncfs  of  Guilt,  can  induce  a  Defire  to 
keep  them  concealed;  as  the  Knowledge  of  them 
is  neceffary  to  form  and  determine  our  Judgment  on 
5  fubfequent 
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fubfequerlt  TranfaclionSj  I  am  moft  fincerely  for  the 
Motion.' 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Felham  oppofed  the  Mo- 
tion, and  fpoke,  in  Subilancej  as  follows: 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 

^  As  every  Argument  made  ufe  of  againil  the  Right  Honour. 
Motion  for  the  Papers  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Henry  Pdham. 
HanaUy  militates  much  more  ftrongly  againft  the  Mo- 
tion now  made  to  you,  and  as  that  Motion  was  re- 
jected by  a  great  Majority,  I  cannot  comprehend 
what  could  induce  the  Noble  Lord  to  make  this 
Motion,  or  why  any  Gentleman  fhould  have  given 
himfelf  the  Trouble  to  fupport  it;  for,  I  hope,  no. 
Gentleman  will  ever  think  of  taking  up  the  Time  of 
this  Houfe,  with  making  or  fupportmg  any  Motion, 
merely  for  the  Sake  of  ihewing  how  dexteroufly  he 
can  enforce  a  bad  Argument;  and  yet  I  can  fuggefl  to 
myfelf  no  other  Motive  for  this  Motion,,  unlefs  it  be 
a  worfe  one,  namely,  that  of  raifmg  a  popular 
Clamour  againft  his  Majefty's  Government,  which 
may  be  the  more  eafily  done,  as  it  is  well  known,  and 
has  been  acknowledged,  that  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace 
was  not  fuch  a  one  as  we  wifhed,  but  fuch  a  one  as 
the  Misfortunes  of  the  War  made  neceffary. 

'  Surely,  Sir,  Gentlemen  muft  know,  that  the  more 
recent  any  public  Tranfa6lion  is,  the  more  danger- 
ous it  mull  always  be  to  make  public  the  Papers  relate- 
ing  to  it ;  and  if  the  Houfe  rejected  the  late  Motion 
relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Hanau^  becaufe  of  the 
Danger  attending  its  being  agreed  to.  Gentlemen 
could  not  but  fuppofe,  that  this  Motion  would  be 
rejected  for  the  fame  Reafon,  unlefs  they  imagined, 
that  many  Gentlemen  had  fmce  that  Time  changed 
their  Sentiments;  and  if  they  had  any  fuch  Imagina- 
tion, I  believe,  the  IfFue  of  this  Debate  will  convince 
them  of  its  having  been  very  ill-grounded. 

'  This  I  have  the  more  Reafon  to  believe.  Sir, 
becaufe  there  has  not  been,  nor^  indeed,  can  there 
be  any  one  Argument  made  ufe  of  in  favour  of  this 
Motion,  that  was  not  urged  in  favour  of  the  other; 
and  the  chief  Objection  is,  as  I  have  faid,  much 
ftronger  ao-ainft  this  than  it  was*  againft' the  other. 

Vol.  m.  Y  Suppofe 
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Anm  J749.  Suppofe  it  true,  that  the  proffered  Terms  of  Peace^,^ 
which  at  the  Beginning  of  laft  Seffion  were  though* 
inadmiffible,  were  before  the  End  of  that  SelTion;; 
admitted:  Suppofe  that  worfe  were  admitted:  Might 
not  a  Change  of  Circumftances,  or  a  Change  of  Senti- 
ments in  all  our  Allies,  have  made  that  Admiffion 
neceflary  ?  I  am  far  from  admitting  the  Truth  of  any 
fuch  Suppofition  ;  but  if  it  were  true,  it  would  be  fo 
far  from  being  an  Argument  in  favour  of  this  Motion, 
that  it  would  be  an  unanfwerable  one  againft  it;  be- 
caufe  fuch  Difcoveries  might  thereby  be  made,  as 
might  be  of  infinite  Prejudice  to  our  natural  Allies^ 
and  of  which  our  natural  Enemies  might  make  great 
Advantage. 

*  The  Obje61;ion  againft  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace 
relating  to  our  Trade  with  Spain^  is  another  Argu- 
ment of  the  fame  Nature :  I  believe,  Sir,  no  Gentle- 
man can  fhew  me  a  general  Treaty  of  Peace,  wherein 
the  AflFairs  of  Trade  between  two  particular  Nations 
were  fettled  :  Such  Matters  are  always  adjufted  after- 
wards by  a  Treaty  of  Commerce,  and  this  was  cer- 
tainly the  Reafon  why  the  Treaty  of  17 15,  was  not 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  late  general  Treaty,  be- 
€aufe  that  Treaty  related  merely  to  Commerce,  and 
was  to  be  explained  and  confirmed  by  a  future  Treaty 
©f  Commerce,  which  is  not  yet  fettled;  therefore,  if 
our  Commerce  with  Spain  be  expofed  to  high  Duties, 
if  our  Ships  be  expofed  to  Searching,  which  I  am  far 
from  admitting,  it  is  an  Argument  againft  our  call- 
ing for  any  Papers  relating  to  our  late  Negotiations^ 
left  they  ihould  make  fueh  Difcoveries  as  might  re- 
tard, if  not  entirely  difappoint  the  Adjuftment  of 
thofe  Points  which  relate  to  our  Commerce  with  Spairir 
and  the  Freedom  of  our  Navigation, 

*  The  Hon.  Gentleman  fays,  we  have  given  up 
every  Pledge  that  might  have  induced  a  Compliance 
from  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  France^  and  infinuated, 
as  if  we  were  to  make  fome  Sacrifice  for  gaining 
hereafter  that  Compliance.  Sir,  we  have  in  our 
Hands,  1  hope  we  fhall  always  have  In  our  Hands,  arr 
Argument  more  prevailing  than  any  Pledge  we  ever 
had  or  can  have:  We  have.  Sir,  an  invincible  Navy;- 
While  we  keep  that,  Sir,  we  Ihall  never  have  Occa- 

3  fioii? 
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noh  to  make  a  Sacrifice  for  any  Compliance  we  can    Anno  174?= 

i-eafonably  demand.     But  even  our  Navy,  invincible 

as  it  is,  we  ftiould  never  make  ufe  of    for  enforcing 

iinjuft  or  unreafonable  Demands,  becaufe  it  may  raife 

^gainft  us,  that  by  whicli  alone  our  Navy  can    be 

overcome,  the  Vengeance   of  God   Almighty:  Nor 

ihould  we  ever  make  ufe  of  it,  till  we  have  found  all 

amicable  Methods    ineffe6lual;    and    as   this  ihould 

alv/ays    be   our  laft   Refort,  we   fhould   avoid  every 

thing  that  may  tend    towards  making    that   Refort 

iieceiTary,  which,  I  think,  is  the  dire6t  Tendency  of 

the  Motion  now  under  Confideration,  and  indeed  of 

every  Motion  of  the  fame  Nature;  for  as  Enquiries 

always  produce  Heart-Burnings  and  Diviflons  in  the 

Nation,  they  encourage  foreign   Courts  to"  defer,  at 

leaft,  thofe  Compliances  which  they  would  otherwife 

have  granted  upon  the  firft  Demand,  and  they  defer 

fo   long,    that  we    are    at  laft  forced  to   have   Re- 

courfe  to  fome  Violence,  which  brings   on  an  open 

Rupture. 

*•  That  this  Houfe  has  a  Right  to  enquire.  Sir,  and 
that  it  may  fometimes  be  our  Duty  to  enquire,  I  be- 
lieve, no  Man  will  deny;  but  furely  it  v/ill  be  grant- 
ed, that  it  is  our  Duty  not  to  exert  this  Right  when 
it  can  be  of  no  Benefit,  and  riiay  be  the  Caufe  of 
great  Prejudice  to  the  Nation,  which  I  think  is 
plainly  the  Cafe  of  the  Enquiry  now  propofed ;  for 
none  of  the  Gentlemen  that  have  fpoke  in  favour  of 
this  Motion,  have  fo  much  as  attempted  to  point  out 
any  one  national  Benefit  that  can  poifibly  refult 
from  the  Enquiry  they  propofe.  The  Hon.  Gentle- 
man has,  indeed,  given  us  a  new  Argument  for  an 
Enquiry,  and  fuch  an  Argument  as  never,  I  believe, 
was  made  ufe  of  in  this  Houfe  before.  He  feems  to 
think,  that  we  oiight  to  enquire  out  of  Revenge,  be- 
caufe of  the  contemptuous  Manner  in  which  w^e  have 
been  treated.  By  whom,  for  God's  fake,  Sir,  have  we 
been  treated  in  a  contemptuous  Manner  ?  Surely  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  will  not  fay,  by  his  Majefty;  and 
yet  he  muft  allow,  that  no  Minifter  either  could,  or 
aurft  communicate  the  Preliminaries  to  us  without  his 
Majefty's  Order.  But  he  may  perhaps  fay,  that  the 
Minifters  ought  to  have  advifed  hisf  Majefty  to  com- 
Y  ^  municate 
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Anno  1749.  municate  the  Preliminaries  to  Parliament,  before  he  rati- 
fied them ;  and  that  their  not  doing  ^o^  was  treating  this 
Houfe  in  a  contemptuous  Manner.  This,  Sir,  may- 
be an  Argument  for  an  Addrefs  to  the  King,  to  know 
who  advifed  him  to  ratify  the  Preliminaries  before  he 
had  communicated  them  to  Parliament;  but  it  can  be 
no  Argument  for  enquiring  into  the  laft  Treaty  of 
Peace,  and  much  lefs  for  an  Enquiry  into  Negotiations 
long  previous  .  o  that  Treaty. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  cannot  think,  it  was 
very  proper,  in  this  Debate,  to  talk  of  our  having 
been  any  way  treated  in  a  contemptuous  Manner, 
with  regard  to  the  late  Preliminaries;  and,  if  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  or  any  other  Gen- 
tleman, fhould  think  fit  to  move  for  fuch  an  Addrefs 
as  I  have  mentioned,  I  believe,  I  fhall  be  able  to 
Ihew,  that  the  Prefenting  of  fuch  an  Addrefs  would- 
be  one  of  the  mofl:  flagrant  Incroachments  upon  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  that  we  could  be  guilty 
of,  and  that  nothing  could  be  more  inconfiftent  with 
our  Conftitution  and  the  Maxims  of  true  Wifdom, 
than  our  prefumlng.  to  offer  fuch  an  Addrefs  to  our 
Sovereign.  The  Tower  of  making  Peace  and  War 
is  by  our  Conftitution  moft  wifely  lodged  folely  in  the 
Crown,  becaufe  in  both  it  is  abfolutely  necefiary  to." 
keep  our  Defigns  fecret,  till  the  Moment  of  their  Exe- 
cution. .  Even  in  that  of  making  Peace,  if  the  Mo- 
tives upon  which  we  agree  to  it,  were  difcovered  to 
the  Enemy,  it  might  render  it  impofiible  for  us  to 
procure  fo  good  Terms,  as  we  might  otberwifedo; 
and  at  the  Time  of  the  Treaty  of  Ul7'ecbt,  and  the 
Negotiations  previous  thereto,  if  the  Motives  which 
then  induced  our  Minifters  to  make  Peace  had  been 
kept  a  little  more  fecret,  I  believe,  they  might  have 
procured  better  Terms  than  they  could  afterwards 
obtain.  Their  Condu6l  therefore,  and  the  Confe- 
quences  of  it,  can  never  be  an  Argument  with  any 
MInifter  to  advife,  or  any  wife  Parliament  to  defire, 
a  Communication  of  Preliminaries  towards  a  Peace. 

'  And  with  regard  to  the  lafl  Preliminaries,  Sir,  if 
the  Misfortunes  of  the  War  had  brought  us,  or  our 
Allies,  into  fuch  Circumftances,  as  to  render  it  abfo- 
lutely necellary  for  us  to  accept  of  the  Preliminaries 

then 
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then  offered,  it  was  the  wifeft  thing  his  Majefty  could  ^nno  1749* 
do,  to  ratify  them,  without  having  previoufly  com-  '  _.  ^-  y 
municated  them  to  Parliament,  becauie  he  could  not 
well  have  ratified  them  after  their  being  rejected  by 
Parliament;  and  in  order  to  obtain  the  Approbation  of 
Parliament,  thofe  Circumflances  muft  have  been  ex- 
plained and  publickly  declared,  which  made  it  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  agree  to  them;  which  Circumftances, 
had  they  been  known  to  the  Enemy,  might  have 
made  them  recede  from  what  they  had  before  offered; 
and  every  one  knows,  that  till  the  Exchange  of  the 
Ratifications,  both  Parties  are  at  full  Liberty  to  re-- 
cede entirely  from  the  Terms  they  had  before  offered^ 
or  to  qualify  them  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  render 
them  very  different  from  what  they  were  before. 

>  I  therefore  hope.  Sir,  we  fhall  hear  no  more  of 
the  contemptuous  Manner  in  which  we  were  treated, 
with  regard  to  the  late  Preliminaries ;  but  let  that 
be  as  it  will,  it  can  be  no  Argument  for  our  agree- 
ing to  the  prefent  Motion ;  and  confequently,  unlefs 
I  hear  fome  better  Argument,  I  fhall  give  my  Nega^ 
tive  to  the  Queftion.' 

Sir  John-Hynde  Cotton  fpoke  next;  in  Effe6| 
thus : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  I  fhall   fo  far  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  Sir  John-Hynde 
who  fpoke  laft,  that  in  our  prefent  Circumftances,  it^otton. 
is  not  eafy  to  aflign  a  Reafon  for  making  or  fup- 
porting  any  Motion  that  may  feem  difagreeable  to  our  '     ♦ 

Minifrers,  becaufe  in  any  fuch  Motion  no  Gentle- 
man can  with  the  leafl  Confidence  expert  Succefs; 
but.  Sir,  I  fhall  always  treat  my  Country,  as  I 
would  treat  my  Friend ;  and  as  I  would  in  any  Cafe 
©f  Importance  give  my  Friend  my  beft  Advice,  though 
J  had  a  moral  Certainty  that  he  would  not  follow  it, 
fo  I  fiiall  never  neglect  moving  or  fupporting,  in  this 
Houfe,  what  I  think  right,  notwithflanding  my  have- 
ing  a  moral  Certainty  of  its  being  reje6ted.  This  is 
iiiy  Reafon  for  {landing  up  in  fupport  of  the  prefent 
Motion ;  for  whatever  v/as  the  Noble  Lord's  Motive 
for  making  it,  I  think  it  a  Motion  we  ought  to  agree 
to;  and  even  fuppofmg,  that  his  Defign  was  to  raife 

y  3  a  popular 
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^iijio  1749.  a  popular  Clamour,  it  is  a  Defign  that  may  be  jufti- 
'  fied,  becaufe  what  the  Flon.  Gentleman  calls  a  popur 
lar  Clamour  againft  his  Majefty's  Government,  I  call 
a  popular  Clamour  againft  a  Minifter's  Adminiftra- 
tion ;  and  when  v^^e  have  a  wicked  or  weak  Minifter 
at  the  Head  of  public  Affairs,  the  only  legal  Way  of 
getting  rid  of  him,  is  to  raife  fuch  a  popular  Clamour 
2rS  may  influence  every  Election  againft  him. 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Merits  of  the  Motion  under 
Confideration,  I  muft  confefs,  that  our  bad  Succefs 
in  the  Motion  relating  to  the  Treaty  of  Hanau  leaves 
me  very  little  Hopes  of  fucceeding  in  this,  becaufe 
the  only  material  Argument  I  heard  againft  that 
Motion,  was  the  Danger  of  difcovering  fomething 
that  ought  to  be  kept  fecret,  which  is  an  Argument 
equally  preiling  againft  every  Parliamentary  Enquiry, 
except  fuch  as  may  be  fet  on  Foot  againft  a  Parcel  of 
Excifemen,  or  a  Society  of  Stock-jobbers ;  and  the 
only  Hopes  I  have,  proceed  from  the  Extent  of  this 
Argument  j  for  when  Gentlemen  are  made  to  perceive 
the  Extent  of  it,  by  hearing  it  fo  often  repeated,  and 
applied  to  every  Motion  for  an  Enquiry,  they  may  at 
laft  conclude,  that  it  is  an  Argument  which  ought 
never  by  itfelf  alone  to  be  regarded;  for  what  fignifies 
our  Right  to  enquire,  if  an  Argument  be  admitted, 
that  muft  alv/ays  render  the  Exercife  of  that  Right 
impracticable. 

*!  But  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fays,  that  though  we 
have  a  Right  to  enquire,  we  ought  never  to  exercife 
that  Right  when  no  national  Benefit  is  from  thence 
to  be  expefted ;  and  he  was  pleafed  to  add,  that  no 
Gentleman  had  attempted  to  fhew,  that  any  national 
Benefit  could  arife  from  the  Enquiry  propofed.  Now 
to  fatisfy  him  in  this  Particular,  I  fliall  beg  Leave  to 
fuppofe,  that  we  have  now,  and  had  during  the 
whole  Courfe  of  the  late  War,  a  Set  of  Minifters  who. 
knew  not  how  to  concert  or  condu6t  a  War,  nor 
how  to  negotiate  or  conclude  a  Peace:  That  by  their 
Ignorance  of  the  Interefts  and  Views  of  the  feveral 
Powers  of  Europe^  we  loft  fome  who  might  have  been 
made  our  Allies,  and  made  Enemies  of  others  that 
jnight  have  been  made  to  obferve  a  ftriil:  Neutrality : 
'I'hat  in  Cafes  of  no  Moment  were  moft  extravagant 
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and  in  Cafes  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Sue-  Anno  1749. 
cefs  of  the  War,  moft  penurious  :  That  confidered  " 
nothing  in  the  Management  of  the  War  but  kow  to 
enrich  their  Friends,  and  fecure  their  Influence  in 
Parliament,  in  order  thereby  to  eftablifli  their  Power, 
and  even  to  fet  their  Sovereign  at  Defiance:  And  in 
fliort,  that  either  by  their  Weaknefs  or  Wickednefs, 
were  the  Authors  of  ail  the  Misfortunes  we  met  with 
in  the  War. 

'  If  we  have  now,   Sir,  fuch  a  Set  of  Minifters, 
would  it  not  be  a  fignal  Benefit  to  the  Nation,  to  have 
fuch  Minifters  difiniffed,  and  the  Adminiftration  put 
into  abler  Hands  ?  Is  it  not  much  better  for  a  Nation 
to  be  under  the  Government  of   able  Rogues,  than 
weak  Fools  ?    The  former  will   take  Care  of  them- 
felves,  and  will  for  their  own  fakes  take  fome  Care  of 
the  Nation;  but  the  latter  are  incapable   of  taking 
Care  either  of  themfelves  or  the  Nation.     The  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  himfelf  acknowledged,  that  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace  was  not  fuch  a  one  as  we  could  have 
"wifhed,    but  fuch  a  one  as  the  Misfortunes   of   the 
W^  made  neceflary :  How  fhall  we  know  whether 
or  no  thofe  Misfortunes  proceeded  from  the  Mifcon- 
du6t  of  our  Minifters  ?  From  the   Example  of    the 
Romans^    who  took  Happinefs  for  Wifdom,    I  muft 
prefume,  that  they  did;  and  if  fo,  is    it    not    of   the 
utmoft  Confequence  to  the  Nation  to  get  rid  of  fuch 
Minifters  ?  The  late  War  has  coft  this  Nation  above 
Sixty  Millions  Sterling,  and  now  it  is  ended  by  an 
infamous  Peace,  we  are  told  by  thofe  who  condudted 
it,  or  were  concerned  in  conducing  it,  from  its  Com- 
mencement to  its  final  Period,  that  the  Misfortunes 
of  the  War  made  that  Peace   neceftary.      Shall  we 
be  told  this,  Sir,  without  making  the  leaft  Enquiry 
into  the  Caufe  of  thofe  Misfortunes?  Can  we  make 
fuch    an  Enquiry,  without  having    the  Papers  now 
moved  for,    and  a  great  many    others,   laid    before 
\is  ?  No  Confequence  can  be  fo  bad  as  our  neglecting 
to  make  that  Enquiry :  We  may  eafily,  notwithftand- 
ing  fuch  Enquiry,  guard  againft  the  Difcovery  of  any 
important  Secret;  and  if  all  our  Misfortunes  in  the 
War  proceeded  from  the  Weaknefs  and  bad  Condu6i: 
©f  our  Minifters,  we  can  expe6t  no  Compliance  from, 
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Anno  ?749.   we  may  expe£l  to  be  trifled  with  and  infulted  by  the 
Courts  both  of  France  'dnd  Spain. 

'  Therefore,  Sir,  if  our  Commerce  with  Spain  be 
expofed  to  be  ruined  by  high  Duties,  which  it  cer- 
tainly is  more  than  when  the  War  began :  If  our 
Merchant  Ships  remain  expofed  to  be  fearched,  and 
feized  on  Account  of  what  the  Spaniards  call  Contra- 
band Goods,  which  they  certainly  are  more  than 
when  the  War  began,  an  Enquiry  into  the  Condu(5t: 
of  the  War  and  Negotiations  of  Peace  is  the  more 
necefTary,  that  v/e  may  free  our  Minifters  from  that 
Prefumption  of  Weaknefs  which  is  now  fo  ftrong 
^gainft  them,  or  otherwife,  that  we  may  free  the 
Nation  from  fufFering  any  longer  by  their  Weak^ 
nefs, 

'  I  have  faid,  Sir,  that  both  our  Commerce  and 
Merchant  Ships  are  now  more  expofed  than  th^y  were 
before  the  War,  and  in  this  I  m-uft  be  juftified  by 
every  one  who  confiders,  that  when  a  War  breaks 
out  'between  any  two  Nations,  all  former  Treaties 
are  at  an  End,  and  none  of  them  are  reflored,  nor 
any  Article  in  any  of  them,  but  fuch  as  are  exprefsly 
mentioned  and  declared  to  be  revived  by  t;he  next 
Treaty  of  Peace;  therefore,  with  regard  to  our 
Commerce  with  Spain,  it  is  now  upon  a  worfe  Foot- 
ing than  it  was  before  the  War,  becaufe  the  Treaty 
of  Commerce  in  17 15,  is  not  revived  by  the  laft 
Treaty,  nor  are  we  now  intitled  to  any  of  the  Privi- 
Jeges  or  Immunities  granted  us  by  that  Treaty.  And 
with  regard  to  our  Merchant  Ships,  the  Treaties  of 
1667  and  1670  are  revived  generally  without  any 
Amendment  or  Explanation,  though  every  one  knows, 
that  from  thefe  Treaties  the  Spaniards  claimed  before 
the  War  a  Right  to  fearch  our  Ships  in  the  High 
Seas;  and  to  feize  and  confifcate  Ship  and  Cargo,  if 
they  found  on  board  any  thing  of  what  they  are 
pleafed  to  call  Contraband  Goods,  This  Right  we 
have  by  our  late  Treaty  of  Peace  tacitly  acknow- 
ledged, in  fo  far  as  we  have  agreed  to  revive  thofe 
two  Treaties,  w^ithout  obliging  them  to  give  up  theif 
Claim. 

'  Thefe,  ,Sir,  are  Obje6lions  againfl  the  late  Peaca 
Fi}ich  appear  upon  the  Face  of  the  Treaty,  and  Oh-^ 
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je^tions  of  fuch  Importance  to  this  Nation,  that  they  Anno  1749. 
throw  the  Labouring-Oar  upon  our  Minifters,  who 
muft  ftand  condemned,  and  will  by  every  true  Englijh- 
man  be  thought  to  deferve  the  higheft  Punifhments 
their  Country  can  infii6l,  unlefs  they  can  fhew,  th^t 
by  unforefeen  Accidents,  and  unmerited  Misfortunes, 
in  the  War,  we  v/ere  reduced  to  fuch  diflrefsful  Cir- 
cumftances,  as  to  be  obliged  to  fue  for  Peace,  and  to 
accept  of  any  Terms  our  vidlorious  Enemies  were 
pleafed  to  prefcribe.  But  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has 
been  pleafed  to  tell  us,  that  thefe  are  Points  of  Com- 
merce, which  are  never  fettled  in  a  general  Treaty  of 
Peace,  but  are  left  to  be  fettled  afterwards  by  a  Treaty 
of  Commerce.  As  to  the  Point  of  fearching  our 
Ships,  Sir,  I  mufl  deny  that  it  is  merely  a  Point  qf 
Commerce,  and  as  it  was  the  Caufe  of  the  War,  it 
ought  certainly  to  have  been  the  firft  Point  fettled  iii 
any  future  Treaty  of  Peace  betv/een  us  and  Spain, 
I  muft  likewife  deny.  Sir,  that  Points  of  Commerce 
are  left  to  be  fettled  afterwards  by  any  Nation  that 
has  a  Regard  to  its  Commerce,  as  v/ill  appear  from 
all  the  famous  Treaties  of  Peace  concluded  in  Europe 
for  a  Century  paft.  At  the  Peace  of  Nimegue72,  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  be- 
tween Holland  and  France  were  figned  the  fame  Day. 
At  the  Peace  of  Ryfiuick^  between  thofe  two  Powers, 
the  Cafe  was  the  fame.  At  that  Time  indeed  I  fhall 
grant,  that  no  Care  was  taken  of  the  Trade  of  Etig- 
land-^  but  at  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  fome  better  Care  was 
taken  of  our  Trade;  for  our  Ailiento  Treaty  with 
Spain  v/as  figned  fome  Months  before  our  Treaty  of 
peace  with  that  Nation;  an-^  our  Treaty  of  Peace 
and  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  France  were  figned  th^ 
fame  Day;  fo  that  Points  of  Conimerce  were  not 
left  to  be  fettled  aftery/ards  even  by  that  Treaty, 
which  has  fmce  been  fo  much  exploded  by  fom.e  fort 
oi  People,  though  a  great  deal  better  than  any  that 
have  been  made  fince ;  and  if  the  Treaty  of  Com- 
merce then  fettled  with  France  had  not  been  rejected 
by  a  Party  in  Parliament,  I  am  convinced,  that  nei- 
ther tb^  Trade  nor  Manufactures  of  that  Kingdom 
wo'^id  have  ever  been  in  fo  flourifhing  a  State  as  they 
iScCfe  l)€f9re  thei|-  Jgft  Deciaratipft  of  War  a^ainft  us, 
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Aeto  1749.  snd  will  again  be  in  a  very  fhort  Time,  as  by  the  lall 
Peace  we  have  left  them  in  PofTeffion  of  all  the  Ad- 
vantages they  before  enjoyed,  and  with  a  higher  Cha- 
racter and  greater  Influence  in  every  Part  of  the  World 
than  they  ever  had  before. 

<  What  EfFe<a  this  may  have.  Sir,  upon  their 
Marine,  I  know  not;  but  if  Qur  Affairs  ftiould 
remain  a  few  Years  under  the  Condu6l  of  thofe  who 
managed  the  late  War  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to 
ren-der  it  necefTary  for  us  to  accept  of  fuch  a  Peace,  I 
dread  the  Confequences,  efpecially,  if  a  nev/  War 
ihould  be  commenced  and  carried  on  under  the  fame 
Aufpices«  I  am  afraid,  we  may  be  taught  by  Experi- 
ence, that  our  Navy  is  not  invincible;  and  if  ever 
that  fhould  happen,  our  Navigation,  our  Commerce, 
our  Independ&ncy,  will  be  at  an  End;  for,  I  believe, 
the  French  would  prefcribe  the  fame  Terms  to  us 
that  the  Rojnans  prefcribed  to  the  Carthaginians^  after 
the  End  of  the  fecond  Pw^ic  War,  Et  naves  rojiratas^ 
pnster  decern  triremes^  traderent^  elephantofque^  quos 
haherent  domitos ;  neque  domarent  alios ;  that  we  fhould 
deliver  up  to  them  all  our  Ships  of  War,  except  a 
few  Frigates,  and  fliould  build  no  more  without  their 
Leave.  Some  Gentlemen  may,  perhaps,  expert,  that 
to  this  I  fhould  add  Popery  and  the  Pretender,  as 
ufual ;  but  if  the  French  fhould  ever  be  able  to  reduce 
us  fo  low,  I  believe,  they  would  give  themfelves  very 
little  Trouble  about  who  was  our  King,  or  what  our 
3R.eligion ;  for  they  are  too  good  Politicians  to  concern 
themfelves  with  either,  except  when  it  fuits  their 
immediate  Interefl. 

'  As  the  Conduct  of  the  late  War,  and  the  Conclu- 
fion  of  the  late  Peace,  have  given  too  much  Ground 
for  fuch  Apprehenfions,  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed, 
JSir,  that  the  Minifters  who  condu6led  the  War,  and 
negotiated  the  Peace,  took  Care  to  advife  his  Majefly, 
not  to  lay  the  Preliminaries  before  Parliament,  though 
fitting  when  thofe  Preliminaries  were  agreed  to  and 
ratified ;  and  I  fhall  allow,  that  by  our  Conftitution 
they  were  no  Way  bound  to  do  fo:  Nay,  I  will 
allow,  that  in  this  Refpeft  our  Conftitution  is,  as  in 
moft  others,  a  right  one,  and  founded  upon  ^  the 
jyrueft  Maxims  ^f  political  Wifdgm^  but  confidering 
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the  unanimous  Vote  of  both  Houfes  in  a  former  Anno  1749. 
Seflion  of  Parliament,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  was 
a  very  bold  Step  in  our  Minifters,  to  advife  the  King 
to  ratify  Preliminaries  which  were  fo  contradictory  tp 
the  Senfe  of  Parliament,  without  fo  much  as  afking 
\vhether  v/e  thought,  that  the  Misfortunes  of  the 
War  had  made  it  neceffary  to  depart  from  that  Refo- 
lution.  When  I  fay  this,  I  fuppofe,  every  Gentle- 
man muft  know,  that  I  mean  the  Refolution  which 
this  Houfe  came  to  in  the  Seflion  39-40,  and  ini 
which  the  other  Houfe  concurred,  to  addrefs  his 
Majefty  7tever  to  admit  of  any  Treaty  with  Spain,  unlefi 
an  Acknowledgment  of  our  Right  to  a  free  Navigation  in 
the  American  Seas  Jhould  be  firft  obtained^  as  a  Prelimi-^ 
nary  thereto^  which  Addrefs  was  accordingly  prefented 
in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  by  both  Houfes;  and  his 
Majefty's  Anfwer  was,  That  we  might  rely  on  his  utmoji 
Care  and  E'ddeavour,  to  obtain  effectual  Security  for  our 
fujl  Rights  of  Navigation  and  Commerce. 

'  I  fay.  Sir,  when  we  recoiled:  this,  we  cannot 
Wonder  at  our  Minifters  being  afraid  to  communi- 
cate the  late  Preliminaries  to  Parliament;  but  now 
that  the  Treaty  is  laid  before  us,  I  am  fure,  all  Eng- 
land^ nay,  all  Europe^  will  be  amazed,  if  the  Parlia^ 
ment  fhouid  take  no  Notice  of,  nor  make  any  Enquiry 
into  that  Conduit  which  reduced  his  Majefty  to  the 
Keceflity,  not  only  of  treating,  but  of  concluding 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Spain^  without  fo  much  as  a 
Word  mentioned,  either  in  the  Preliminaries  or 
Definitive  Treaty,  of  that  Difpute  which  was  the 
Caufe  of  the  War  between  the  two  Nations.  I 
therefore  think,  that  in  common  Decency  we  cannot 
avoid  making  an  Enquiry  into  the  late  Treaty  of 
Peace,  and  for  this  P^eafon  I  fhall  be  for  this  Motion, 
and  for  every  other  Motion  that  has  a  Tendency  that 
Way/ 

Several  other  Gentlemen  fpoke  to  the  fame 
Efteft,  for  and  againft  the  Motion ;  at  laft  upon  the 
Queftion  being  put,  the  Houfe  divided.  When  there 
were  120  for  the  Motion,  and  181  againft  it.  So 
jt  pafled  in  the  Negative. 

As  thefe  Motions  were  carried  in  the  Negative  by 
|ip  grea;  a  Majonty,  this  perhajps  was  the  Reafon  that 
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Anno  1749.  no  Motion  was  made  for  taking  the  Treaty  of  A'lx-la- 
Chapelle  into  Confideration,  though  it  was  laid  before 
the  Houfe  on  the  17th  of  January, 

On  the  yth  of  February^   1749?    the  Mutiny-Bill 
was  brought  in  by  Is/lx.Fox^  Secretary  at  War.  At  firft 
very  little  Notice  was  taken  of  it ;  but,  upon  confi- 
dering  the  Claufes  feparately,  it  was  found  that  feve- 
ral  Innovations  had  been  introduced  from  what  it  ftood 
laft  Year,    which  gave  great  Offence.     An  Amend- 
ment was  offered  by  the  Oppofition,  for  having  Court- 
Martials  compofed  only  of  fuch  Officers  then  on  Duty 
in    their    rerpe6iive    Regiments,    from   whence   they 
are  fummoned,  whofe  Turn   it  may  chance  to  be  at 
the  Time  of  the  Appointment  of  fuch  Court-MartiaL 
This  Amendment  was  ftrongly  infifted  upon,  as  make- 
ing    Court-Martials    more    equitable,    and   bringmg 
them  to  a  nearer  Conformity  with  Juries  in  Civil  Cafes. 
But  the  Minifters  faid,   that  it  would  intrench  too 
much  upon  the  Powers  of  Commanders  in  Chief;  and 
it  was  therefore  rejected  upon  a  Divifion  of  223  againft 
130.     Copies  of  all  the  Articles  of  War,  fmce  the 
Keign  of  Charles  II.  were  called  for,  and  laid  befors 
the  Houfe  ;  and  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Servants  joined 
v/ith  the  Oppofition  to  all  the  Claufes  that  feemed  tQ  - 
veil  any  dangerous  Power  in  the  Head,  or  Heads  of 
the  Army.     They  particularly  infilled,  that  it  fliould 
not  be  lawful    ''  for  any  Commander   in  Chief,  or 
^'  Commanding  Officer,  to  require  any  Court-Martial, 
*^  or,  for  any  Court-Martial,   fo  required,  to  revife 
*'  or  correci,  on  any  Pretence  vi^hatfoever,  a  Sentence 
'•  legal,  according  to  this  A61,  and  to  the  Articles  of 
**•  War,  once  given  by  fuch  Court-Martial."     This 
Article  bore  a  fharp  Debate;  and  it  was  urged  to  be 
againft  natural  Equity  to  fubje6l  any  Man  to  two 
T' rials  for  one  and  the  fame  Fa£l,  which  muft  be  the 
Cafe,    if    Revifals  of    Sentences    of   Courts-Martial 
fhould  take  Place,  fo  as  to  infli6l  a  feverer  Punifliment. 
Such   of  the  Lawyers   of   the  Houfe  as  were  in  the 
Oppofition,  gave  that  as  their  Opinion  very  ftrongly. 
But  it  was  anfwered,  that  even  in  Civil  Cafes,  a  Judge 
has  been  known  to  defire  the  Jury  to  re-coufider  their 
Verdicl,  and  that  they  had  brought  In  one  more  fevere 
th^n  what  they  had  given  before.  Befides,  as  no  Abufes 
"4  of 
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of  that  Kind  were  pretended  or  complained  of,  it  was    Anno  1749. 
thought,  that  the  Claule   intimated   a  Kind  of  inde- 
cent Reflexion  upon  the  Heads  of  the  Army ;  and 
therefore  it  v/as  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  a  Majority 
of  211  againft  123. 

But  the  greateft  Debate  upon  this  Occafion  re- 
garded the  laft  Claufe  of  the  Mutiny-Act,  which  was 
entirely  new,  and  ran  as  follows  :  "  And  whereas  it 
*'  may  be  otherwife  doubted,  v/hether  the  Officers, 
"  and  Perfons  employed  in  the  Trains  of  Artillery, 
*'  or  the  reduced  Officers  of  his  M?jefty's  Land- 
*'  Forces  or  Marines  on  the  Briitfo  or  -Irifo  Eilablifh- 
*'  ment  on  Half-pay,  be  within  the  Intent  andPvIean-- 
*'  ing  of  this  Aft,  for  punifhing  of  Officers  and 
'^  Soldiers  who  ihall  mutiny,  or  defert  his  Majefty's 
''  Service,  and  for  puniihing  falfe  Mufters,  and  for 
*'  Payment  of  Quarters  :  It  is  hereby  enabled  by  the 
^'  Authority  aforefaid,  that  the  Officers  or  Perfons 
*'  employed,  or  that  ftiall  be  employed,  in  the  feveral 
*'  Trains  of  Artillery,  or  reduced  Officers  of  his 
*'  Majefty's  Land-Fcrces  or  Marines,  on  the  Brittjh 
*'  and  Ir'tfo  Eftablifhments  of  Half-pay,  be  at  all 
*'  Times  fubjeft  to  all  the  Penalties  and  Punifliments 
*'  mentioned  in  this  Acl,  and  fhall,  in  all  Refpecls 
'^  whatfoever,  be  hoi  den  to  be  within  the  Intent  and 
*'  Meaning  of  every  Part  of  this  Aft,  during  the 
*'  Continuance  of  the  fame.'* 

This  Claufe  was  reprefented  in  a  moft  dreadful 
Light,  as  being  highly  dangerous  to  the  Conftitution, 
and  as  increafmg  the  Number  of  Officers  depending 
upon  the  Crov/n,  and  fubjeft  to  military  Law.  On 
the  other  Hand,  it  was  thought  highly  advifeable  to 
fubject  all  Officers  to  m.ilitary  Law,  becaufe  it  ren- 
dered them  fubjeft  to  Difcipline ;  and  it  was  pretty 
clearly  proved,  that  Officers  upon  Half-pay  were 
originally  deemed,  though  not  in  aftual  Service,  to 
be  fubjeft  to  martial  Law.  "  What  Danger,"  faid 
Mr.  IVilliam  Pitt  (who  v/as  at  this  Time  Pay-Mafter- 
General)  ''  can  happen  by  obliging  a  Half-pay  Offi- 
*'  cer  to  continue  upon  the  military  Eftablifnment  ? 
*'  It  Is  admitted  on  all  Hands,  that  v/hile  he  is  in 
*'  Full-pay,  he  muft  employ  his  Time,  his  Study,  ^ 
**  and  even  his  Sword,  as  his  Superiors  fiiall  direft. 

'^  There 
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Lnno  X749.  ^'  There  may  poffibly  be  Danger  in  this;  but  it  rietei' 
"  can  happen  till  the  Diredlion  becomes  wicked,  nor 
*'  prevented,  but  by  the  Virtue  of  the  Army.  It  i^ 
«'  to  that  Virtue  we  even,,  at  this  Time,  truft,  fmall 
«'  as  our  Army  is  ;  it  is  to  that  Virtue  we  muft  have 
*'  trailed,  had  this  Bill  been  modelled  as  its  warmeft 
'*  Oppofers  could  have  wifhed  ;  and,  without  this 
^^  Virtue,  fliould  the  Lords,  the  Commons,  and  the 
'^  People  of  England  intrench  themfelves  behincf 
''  Parchment  up  to  the  Teeth,  the  Sword  will  find  a 
'«  Paflage  to  the  Vitals  of  the  Conftitution." 

Manh  I,  upon  the  laft  Claufe  of  the  Bill,  a  Mo- 
tion was  made  to  amend  it,  fo  as  to  render  Half-pay 
Officers  fubjedl  to  the  Ad:,  only  in  Cafe  of  acSlua! 
War,  Infurre6tion,  Rebellion,  or  Invafion ;  but  up- 
on a  Divifion,  the  Motion  was  reje61:ed  by  203  to  137. 

The  Committee  having  gone  through  the  Bill,  the 
Lord  Dupplin^  their  Chairman,  reported  the  Amend- 
ments to  the  Houfe  on  the  6th,  when  they  were  taken 
into  Confideratidn  5  and,  upon  the  Oath  to  be  taken 
fey  the  Members  of  the  Court-Martial,  as  well  as 
upon  that  to  be  taken  by  the  Judge-Advocate,  a  Mo- 
tion was  made  for  inferting  the  Words  (unlefs  there- 
unto required  hy  the  Courts  of  yuflice  in  fuch  Cafes^ 
where  they  have  now  by  Law  a  Right  to  interfere^  or 
hy  either  Houfe  of  Parliament ; )  but  the  Motion  was 
on  both  rejected;  on  the  lirfl:  by  153  to  126,  and  on 
the  laft  by  175  to  103.  After  which,,  the  farther 
Confideration  of  the  faid  Report  was  adjourned  until 
next  Day  ;  when  a  Claufe  was  offered  for  providing, 
that  no  Court-Martial,  after  Sentence  once  given, 
Ihall,  upon  Pretence  of  revifmg  or  corredling  the 
fame,  or  upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever,  render  the 
Sentence  more  fevere ;  but  the  Claufe  was  reje(5^ed, 
upon  a  Divifion,  by  140  to  103.  And  upon  the  laft 
Claufe  in  the  Bill,  a  Motion  was  made  for  fubje^l^ing 
Half-pay  Officers  to  the  A61:,  only  when  his  Majefty 
fhouid  iffue  his  Royal  Proclamation  requiring  their 
Service;  but  this  too  was  reje61:ed  by  158  to  lOO  ;• 
after  which  the  Bill  v/as  ordered  to  be  ingroffed. 

March  9,  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  wheri 
feveral  new  Amendments  were  made,  and  a  new  At- 
tempt was  made  to  get  the  Oath  of  Secrecy  altered^ 
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Iby  mknlng  the  Words   (unlefs  thereunto  required  hy    Anno  1749', 
either  Houfe  of  Parliament',)  but  it  was  again  defeated, 
upon  a  Divifion,   by  loi  to  68. 

The  Bill  was  then  pafled  and  fent  to  the  Lords. 
Immediately  after  the  Mutiny-Bill  had  pafled  the 
Lower  Houfe,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  (elder  Brother  of 
Mr.  William  Pitt^  then.  Pay-Mafter-General)  moved, 
on  the  9th  of  March^  I749>  ^"^^  Leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  limit  refpeclive  Times,  beyond  which  no  non- 
commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  now,  or  who  here- 
after may  be  fuch,  in  his  Majefty's  Land-Service, 
ihall  be  compelled  to  continue  in  the  faid  Service. 
The  Motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  Francis  Dajhwood^ 
but  very  poorly  fupported  in  Numbers  ;  and  at  laft, 
on  the  19th  of  Aprils  it  was,  upon  a  Divifion,  of  139 
againft  82,  put  ofF  for  two  Months,  fo  that  it  was  no 
more  heard  of.  Had  this  Limitation  taken  Place, 
fuch  a  Rotation  of  Soldiers  would  have  enfued  among 
common  People,  that  in  a  few  Years  every  Peafant, 
Labourer,  and  inferior  Tradefman  in  the  Kingdom, 
would  have  underftood  the  Exerclfe  of  Arms;  and, 
perhaps,  the  People  in  general  would  have  concluded, 
that  a  ftanding  Army,  on  whofe  Virtue  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Great-Britain  feems  to  depend,  was  altogether 
unnecefTary, 

On  the  1 6th  of  February^  '^74-9^  a  Bill  was  brought 
in  by  the  Hon.  Horatio  Walpok,  fenior,  to  regulate 
and  rejirain  Paper  Bills  of  Credit  in  the  Britifli  Colonies 
and  Plantations  in  America  5  and  to  prevent  the  fame 
being  legal  Tenders  in  Payments  for  Mor^y^  &c.  March  3, 
the  Bill  was  read  the  iirft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read 
a  fecondTime.  In  this  Cafe  it  was  plain,  that  nothing 
more  was  necelTary  to  be  provided  for  by  Law,  than 
that  no  fuch  Bills  fhould  be  made  legal  Tenders  in  Pay- 
ments for  Money  ;  but  as  the  Bill  contained  an  abfo- 
lute  Prohibition  to  ilTue  any  Paper  Bills  of  Credit,  of 
any  Kind  or  Denomination,  or  under  any  Pretence 
whatfoever,  without  his  Majefty's  Licence  ;  and  as  it 
likewife  contained  a  Ciaufe  for  fubjecSting  our  Colo- 
nies and  Plantations  to  fuch  Orders  and  Inftruitions, 
as  fhould  from  Time  to  Time  be  tranfmitted  to  them 
from  the  Crown ;  it  raifed  a  general  Oppoiition  from 
our  Colonies  and  Plantations  upon  the  Continent  of 
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Anno  1749.  America^  and  Petitions  were  prefented  againflr  it  by  the" 
Agents  for  ConneSiicut^  Pennfylvanta^  Rhode- IJIandyMaf" 
fachufets-Bay^  South-Carolina^  and  New-Tor k -,  and 
likewife  one  from  a  great  many  Merchants  and  Traders 
of  London,  concerned  in  the  Trade  to  our  Northern 
Colonies  ;  all  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table^ 
till  the  fecond  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners Ihould  be  then  heard  by  their  Counfel  againft 
the  Bill,  if  they  thought  fit.  May  i,  the  Bill  was 
by  Order  read  a  fecond.  Time,  and  the  Counfel  for  the' 
Agent  of  ConneSfkut  heard  next  Day  :  Next  Day  the 
Counfel  for  the  Agent  of  Pennfylvania  was  heard,  and 
alfo  the  Counfel  for  the  Agent  of  New-York-,  after 
which  the  Bill  was  committed  ;  and.  May  10,  the 
Houfe,  by  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Bill,  as  it  did  likewife. 
May  30,  when  the  Bill  was  very  much  altered  :  But 
Difficulties  ftill  appearing,  notwithftanding  thefe  Al- 
terations, the  Bill  v/as  dropt,  and  the  Houfe  refolved 
to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  give  Diredions  for  laying 
before  them,  in  the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament,  an 
Account  of  the  Tenor  and  Amount  of  all  the  Bills  of 
Credit,  which  had  been  created  and  iffued  in  the  feve- 
ral  Britijh  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  as 
well  thofe  under  Proprietors  and  Charters,  as  under  his 
Majeily's  immediate  Commiffion  and  Government, 
that  fhould  be  then  out-ftanding,  diftinguifhing  the 
Amount  of  the  fame  in  each  Colony  or  Plantation, 
and  the  refpeilive  Times  vv^hen  fuch  Bills  fo  out-ftand- 
ing  were  iflued,  with  the  Amount  of  the  faid  Bills  in^ 
Money  of  Great-Britain,  both  at  the  Time  when  fuch 
Bills  were  iflued,  and  the  Time  of  preparing  the  faid- 
Account  J  and  alfo  the  Times  fixed  for  the  calling  in, 
fmking,  and  difcharging  fuch  Bills,  and  the  Funds' 
appropriated  for  that  Purpofe. 

Another  Bill,  that  met  with  the  like  Fate,  was 
that  for  extending  and  improving  the  Trade  to  Africa. 
As  this  Tnide  is  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to  the 
Trade,  Plantations,  and  Manufadtures  of  England, 
and  as  the  Compan)^  was  in  no  Condition  to  fupport 
their  Forts  and  Settlements  there,  fo  early  in  the  Sef- 
fion as  the  2 2d  of  December,  the  Company  prefented 
a  Petition  to  the  Houfe,  felting  forth  a  brief  Account" 
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of  their  Hiftory  and  Circumilances,  and  praying  the   Anno  1749.' 
Houie,  on  Behalf  of  themfeives   and  their  Creditors,  '  -      !» 

to  take  the  PremifTes  into  Confideration,  and  grant 
fuch  lafting  Encouragement  to  the  Petitioners,  as  might 
enable  them  to  pay  their  Debts,  and  to  keep  and  main- 
tain their  faid  Forts  and  Caftles  in  a  defenfible  Con- 
dition, for  the  Protection  of  a  free  and  open  Trade  of 
all  his  Majefty's  Subjects  to  the  Coaft  of  Africa^  or  to 
grant  the  Petitioners  fuch  other  Relief  in  the  Premif- 
ies,  as  to  the  Houfe  fhould  feem  meet. 

At  the  fame  Time  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (by  his  Majefty's  Command)  acquainted  the 
Houfe,  that  his  Majeity,  having  been  informed  of  the 
Contents  of  the  faid  Petition,  recommended  it  to  the 
Confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Petition,  however,  was  only  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table;  and,  January-  19,  the  Creditors  of  the 
faid  Company  prefented  a  Petition  to  the  Houfe,  re- 
prefenting,  that  the  Company's  Forts  and  Settlements, 
which  by  Parliament,  and  fundry  Refolutions  of  that 
Houfe,  had  been  declared  neceffary  for  the  Protedtion 
of  the  Britijh  Trade  to  Africa^  had,  for  many  Years 
laft  paft,  been  in  great  meafure  fupported  and  fecured 
by  the  Stores,  Goods,  and  Merchandizes,  fupplied  to 
the  faid  Company  by  feveral  of  the  Petitioners ;  that 
the  repeated  Aids  granted  to  the  faid  Company  by  the 
Public,  had  proved  an  Inducement  with  moll  of  the 
Petitioners  to  intruft  them,  which  they  would  not 
otherwife  have  done  ;  and  that  the  Subflance  of  the 
faid  Company  being  reduced  to  the  fmgle  Property 
they  had  in  the  faid  Forts  and  Settlements,  the  Peti- 
tioners, whofe  private  Fortunes  had  been  thus  em- 
ployed for  the  public  Good,  were  in  Danger  of  lofmg 
their  juft  Demands,  without  the  generous  Interpoii- 
tion  and  AfTiftance  of  the  Legiflature  ;  and  therefore 
praying  the  Houfe  to  take  their  deplorable  Cafe  into 
Confideration,  and  grant  therrl  fuch  Relief  therein, 
as  to  the  Wifdom  and  Equity  of  Parliament  fhould 
feem  meet. 

This  Petition  was  likewife  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table,  and  no  further  Notice  taken  of  the  Affair  till 
the  9th  of  F^hruary^  when  a  Petition  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe  by  feveral  J/Ierchants  of  London^  American 
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Anna  1749.   Planters,    and  others,    interefted   in,  or  trading  to, 
Africa^  and  the  Britijh  Colonies  and  Plantations  in 
America ;  fetting  forth,  in  a  particular  Manner,  the 
great  Importance  of  the  Trade  to  Africa ;  and  that 
the  faid  Trade  could  not  be  fupported  without  main-r 
taining  the  Company's  Forts  and  Settlements ;  and 
therefore  praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  Premifies  into 
their  moft   ferious  Confideration,   and  to  take  fuch 
Methods  as  they  Ihould  judge  moft  proper  and  effec- 
tual for  the  preferving,    extending,    and   protecting 
this  moft  valuable  Branch  of  the  Britijh  Trade  and 
Commerce. 

This  Petition  alfo  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Ta- 
ble, and  no  one  Step  made  in  the  Affair  till  the  7th 
o^  March y'vA\tn  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Houfe  would 
on  the  1 6th  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfcj  to  confider  of  the  State  of  the  Trade  to  Africa, 
In  the  Interim,  viz.  March  loth,  a  Petition  of  the 
Merchants,  and   others   interefted  in   the  Trade   to 
Africa  from  the  Port  of  Liverpool,  was  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,   alledging,    that  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
Petitioners,  the  heft  Security  and  Prote6tion  of  our 
Trade  to  the  Coaft  oi  Africa^  from  Pirates  or  other  Ene- 
mies, muft  always  principally  depend  on  his  Majefty's 
Ships  of  War,  frequently  vinting,   properly  ftationed, 
and  timely  relieved  on  that  Coaft  ;  and  that,  whereas 
Forts  and  Settlements  on  that  Coaft  were  generally 
cfteemed  neceffary,  as  Marks  of  Sovereignty  and  Pof- 
fellion,  to  prevent  our  Rivals  from  the  Pretence  or  Claim 
of  any  exclufive  Right  of  Trade,  by  Reafon  of  the  Forts 
and  Settlements  they  then  had,  or  might  afterwards 
be  poffefTed  of,  fuch  Forts  and   Settlements,  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Petitioners,  v/ould  prove  a  Burthen 
and  Nufance  in  the  Hands  of  any  joint-ftock  Com- 
pany,   whofe   private   Intereft  has  and  ever  will    be 
found  incompatible  with  the  Intereft  of  the  feparate 
and  open  Trader ;    and  therefore  praying,  that  our 
prefent  Forts  and  Settlements  upon  the  Africaji  Coaft- 
might  be  taken  into  his  Majefty's  im.mediatePoffeffion, 
and  fupported  by  the  Public  for  the  general  Good  of 
the  Britift)  Trade ;  or  if  this  could  net  be  obtained, 
that  the  Care  of  them  might  be  committed  to  the 
Merchants  trading  to  that  Coaft,  in  fuch  Manner  as 
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to  the  Hoiife  fliould  feem  meet,  not  thereby  to  acquire  ^nno  1740. 
any  other  Advantage  or  Right  in  the  faid  Trade,  but 
what    fhsll    be    in  common  with  all  his   Majefty's 
Subjects. 

This  Petition  was  referred  to  the  faid  Committee 
appointed  to  confider  of  the  State  of  the  Trade  to 
Jfrica-j  and  the  fame  Day  a  Petition  of  the  like 
Purport  from  the  Mailer,  Wardens,  Affiftants,  and 
Commonalty  of  the  Society  of  Merchants  Adven- 
turers within  the  City  of  Brijiol^  under  their  Com- 
mon-Seal, was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  referred  to 
the  fame  Committee. 

A  very  material  Circumftance  in  this  Trade  being 
thus  contefted,  the  Committee  was  put  oiF  till  the 
nth  of  Ap-ril^  when  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
the  faid  Committee,  as  it  did  again  n^xt  Mornings 
and  on  the  13th  Mr.  Alderman -S*?^^^//,  the  Chairman, 
reported  the  Refoiutions  of  the  Committee,  which 
were  agreed  to,  and  were  as  follow : 

1.  That  the  Trade  to  Africa  ought  alwap  to 
remain  free  and  open  to  all  his  Majefty's  Subjedts. 

2.  That  it  ought  never  to  be  taxed  with  anj 
Duties  whatfoever,  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance 
of  any  Forts  or  Settlemients  there. 

3.  That  Brittjh  Forts  and  Settlements  on  that  Coaft 
are  neceiTary  to  be  maintained,  as  Marks  of  the 
PofTeffion  of  Great-Bi'itain  in  thofe  Parts,  and  may, 
under  proper  Management,  be  rendered  tiieful  to  the 
Traders  in  general. 

4.  That  in  order  to  carry  on  the  African  Trade  in 
the  moft  beneficial  Manner  to  thefe  Kingdoms,  all 
his  Majefty's  Subjeds  whatfoever  trading  to  Africa^ 
be  united"  in  an  open  Company,  without  any  joint 
Stock  or  Power  to  trade  as  a  Corporation,  under 
proper  Regulations,  and  that  the  Forts  and  Settle- 
ments upon  that  Coaft  be  put  under  proper  Manage- 
ment and  Diredion. 

Purfuant  to  thefe  Refoiutions,  a  Bill  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Bethell,  the  Lord 
Dupplin^  the  Lord  Strange^  George  Lytteltc7t^  Edward 
Sonthiuell,  Robert  Hohlyn^  Thomas  Brereton^  FJchard 
Gildari^  Nicholas  Fazakerly^  Jam.es  Sbidttleworth,   Fran- 
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Anno  1749'    ^^^  Reynolds,' yohn  Gore,   and  Robert  Nugent,    Efqrs. 
"  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

As  the  Forming  of  fuch  a  Bill  was  a  Matter  of  fome 
Difficulty,  it  could  not  be  got  ready  till  the  4th  of 
May,  when  it  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  Mr. 
Alderman  Bethell,  read  a  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  fecond  Time;  and  next  Day  the  African 
Company  prefented  a  Petition  to  the  Houfe,  fetting 
forth  their  Right  to  ^the  Coaft  of  Africa,  he.  and 
therefore  the  Petitioners,  fully  relying  on  the  Juftice 
of  the  Houfe,  that  they  fhould  not  be  deprived  of 
their  Property  without  an  adequate  Confideration, 
prayed,  that  they  might  be  heard  by  themfelves  or 
Counfel  before  the  faid  Bill  Ihould  pafs  that  Houfe. 
Which  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

May  9,  the  Creditors  of  the  faid  Company  pre- 
fented a  Petition  to  the  Houfe,  containing  fome  Com- 
plaints againfl:  the  Management  of  the  Company,  and 
offering  to  furrender  their  Right  to  whomfoever  tha 
Wifdom  of  Parliament  ihould  judge  lit;  and  praying, 
that  their  Debts  might  be  enquired  into,  and  that  the 
Equivalent  to  be  granted  for  the  Company's  Poflef- 
iions  might  be  fecured  and  applied,  in  the  "firil  Place, 
for  their  Benefit.  Upon  tliis  Petition,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  the  Houfe  ordered  the 
Company  to  lay  before  it  a  Lift  of  their  Debts,  with 
the  Times  when  contrafted,  together  with  a  Copy 
of  their  Charter,  and  two  Remonflrances  from  their 
Creditors,  mentioned  in  the  faid  Petition. 

May  12,  both  the  laft-mentioned  Petitions  were 
referred  to  the  Coftfideration  of  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  the  Houfe 
would  on  the  Tuefday  fevennight  refolve  itfelf  into  the 
faid  Committee,  which  was  inftrucled  to  admit  the 
Company  to  be  heard  by  their  Counfel  upon  their  faid 
Petition,  if  they  thought  fit.  After  which,  the  faid 
Bill  for  extending  and  improving  the  Trade  to  Africa 
was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
inittee  of  the  whol^  Houfe  for  that  Day  fortnight. 

May  22,  the  abovementioned  Papers  were  laid 
before  the  Houfe  by  the  Company ;  and  next  Day  the 
Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee upon  th«  Company's  faid  Petition,  as  it  likewife 

did 
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did  on  the  26th;  and  on  the  30th,    Mr.  Alderman   Anno  1749. 
Bethel!^    the  Chairman,    reported    the    Refolution  of 
the  Committee,    which  was  agreed   to,    and  was  as 
follows,  viz. 

That  a  reafonable  Compenfation  be  given  to  the 
Royal  African  Company,  whenever  they  fhall  be  di- 
vefted  of  their  Charter,  Lands,  Forts,  Caftles,- 
Slaves,  and  all  other  EffecEts  thereunto  belonging; 
and  that  fuch  Compenfation  fhall  be  in  the  firft  Place 
applied  for  and  towards  the  Payment  of  the  bona  fidi 
Creditors  of  the  faid  Company. 

The  Committee  upon  the  faid  Bill  for  extending 
and  improving  the  Trade  to  Africa^  having  been  put 
off  from  Time  to  Time  till  the  firft  of  yime^  on  that 
Day  the  Order  for  this  Purpofe  being  read,  the  Com- 
mittee was  by  an  Inftru6lion  impowered  to  make 
Provifion  in  the  faid  Bill  for  examining  into  the  State 
and  Condition  of  the  Forts  and  Settlements  in  Pof- 
feffion  of  the  Company  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa^  and- 
for  examining  into  the  Claims  of  the  Creditors  of 
the  faid  Company;  after  which,  the  Houfe  refolved 
itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  faid  Bill,  as  it  did 
again  the  next  Day;  and  on  the  5th  Mr.  HoblyUy  the 
Chairman,  reported  the  Amendments  made  by  the 
Committee,  which  were  all  but  one  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments  to  feveral  of  them,  and  feveral  Claufeg 
being  then  added  to  the  Bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
ingrolTed. 

June  6,  the  Bill  was  read  the  third  Time,  and 
with  one  Amendment  pafTed  and  fent  to  the  Lords; 
but  in  that  Houfe  fuch  weighty  Objections  were  made 
to  the  whole  Scope  of  the  Bill,  that  it  was  dropt, 
and  in  Lieu  of  it,  their  Lordfhips  refolved  upon  an 
Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  as  follows,  viz.  That  he 
would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  direct  the  Com- 
miffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  prepare  a 
Scheme  for  the  better  fecuring,  improving  and  ex- 
tending the  Trade  to  Africa^  and  to  lay  the  fame 
before  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  at  the  Beginning 
of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament;  and  in  the  mean 
Time,  to  give  fuch  Directions  for  preferving  and  fe- 
curing the  Forts,  Caftles  and  Settlements  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Africa^  belonging  to  Great-Britain^  as  his 

X  3  Majefty^ 
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Anno  i749«   Majefty,  in  his  Royal  Wifdom,  fhall  judge  proper; 
»    —  and  that  his  Majefty  would  be  pleafed  to  dire6i:  the 

CommiiHoners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High- 
Admiral  of  GreaUBrkain  to  appoint  proper  Perfons 
to  infpe6l  and  examine  into  the  State  and  Condition 
of  the  faid  Forts,  Callles,  and  Settlements  -,-  and  aifo 
of  the  Military  Stores,  Caftie-Slaves,  Canoes,  and 
other  Veflels  belonging  to  the  Royal  African  Com- 
pany, and  to  report,  with  all  poilible  Difpatch, 
how  they  fnould  find  the  fame. 

And  June  13,  his  Majelly's  Anfwer  was  reported, 
which  was,  That  he  would  give  Dire£lions  accord- 
ingly. 

A  third  Bill,  that  underwent  the  fame  Fate,  was  a 
Bill  for  the  EmQuragement  of  the  Britifh  White-Herring 
and  Cod-Fifijeries,.  This  Affair  was  introduced, 
February  8,  when  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
iider  of,  and  report  to  the  Houfe,  the  State  of  the 
Britijh  Fifhery,  with  the  ufiial  Powers,  and  that  all 
Members  attending  the  Committee,  ihould  have 
Voices.  Upon  a  particular  Report  from  this  Com- 
mittee, which  they  were  by  an  Inftru£lion  impowered 
to  make,  was  founded  the  Bill  afterwads  pafled  into, 
a  Law  for  a  Fifh-Market  in  Wejlininjler  \  and  upon 
another  particular  Report  was  founded  the  Whale 
Fiftiery  Bill,  likewife  pafled  into  a  Law. 

May  II,  feveral  Merchants,  Traders  of  the  City 
of  London^  in  Behalf  of  them.felves  and  others,  the 
Merchants  and  Traders  of  Great-Britain^  prefented  a 
Petition  to  the  Houfe,  fetting  forth.  That,  on  a 
mature  and  deliberate  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of 
the  Britijh  Herring  and  Ifland  Cod-Fifheries,  they 
conceived,  that  the  fame  might  be  carried  on  with 
eminent  Advantage  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
thefe  Kingdoms,  and,  if  eftabliflied  on  right  Princi- 
ples, condu<Sled  with  Skill  and  Integrity,  and  power- 
fully fupported,  was  capable  of  anfwering  every 
beneficial  Purpofe,  that  could  be  propofed  by  any- 
new  Scheme  of  Commerce,  the  Civilizing  of  his 
Majefty's  Flighland  Subjects,  the  Encreafing  of  the 
Vent  of  our  Staple-Manufa<^urers,  the  Multiplying 
of  Seamen,  the  Employing  a  vaft  Number  of  induf- 
trious    and    otherwife    helpkfs   Poor,    leiTening  the 
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parochial  Incumbrances,  eafing  the  public  Taxes,  Anno  174^. 
and  improving  the  national  Wealth;  and  therefore 
praying  the  Houfe  to  give  fuch  Encouragement  for 
carrying  into  Execution  this  invaluable  Branch  of 
Commerce,  in  fuch  Form  and  Manner,  as  to  the 
Houfe  fhould  feem  meet. 

This  Petition  was  referred  to  the  faid  Committee 
appointed  to  confider  the  State  of  the  Brktjh  Fifhery ; 
and,  May  23,  Lieutenant -General  Oglethorpe^  the 
Chairman,  made  a  Report,  which,  after  being  read, 
was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 
On  the  30th,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid 
Committee,  and  their  Refolutlon  was  the  fame  Day- 
reported  by  the  faid  Lieutenant-General  Oglethorpe^ 
their  Chairman,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and. 
was  as  foUoweth,  viz.  That  the  Carrying  on  the 
Britijh  Herring  and  Cod-Fifheries  will  be  of  eminent 
Advantage  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  thefe 
Kingdoms,  and  is  highly  worthy  the  Confideration 
pf  Parliament,  and  deferves  proper  Encourgement. 

Purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutlon  a  Bill  was  then 
ordered  to  be  brought  in,  and  the  faid  General  Ogle- 
thorpe,  Mr.  Alderman  yanjjen^  Sir  James  Lowther, 
Admiral  Feryion,  'dnd  Sir  Richard  Lloyd,  were  ordered 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame.  The  Bill  was 
accordingly  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  the  faid 
General  Oglethcj'pe  on  the  2d  of  June ;  and  after  being 
read  a  firft  Time,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
Time ;  which  was  on  the  Sixth,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  for  that  Day  fevennight, 
on  which  Day  the  Parliament  was  prorogued,  and  the 
Bill  thereby  loft. 

We  are  next  to  give  an  Account  of  the  moft  im- 
portant Proceedings  of  laft  Seilion,  in  which  fome 
fort  of  Bill  feemed  to  be  defigned,  but  no  Bill  was 
a<51:ually  prefented  :  The  moft  remarkable  Affair  of 
this  Sort,  was  that  relating  to  the  Hudfon-Bay  Trade^ 
which  was  introduced,  March  9,  by  a  Motion,  that 
ib  much  of  his  Majefty's  Speech  as  related  to  the  Ad- 
vancement of  our  Commerce  might  be  read ;  and  the 
fame  being  read  accordingly,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  into  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Countries  adjoining  to  Htidfori's  Bay^  and  of  the 
Z  4  Trade 
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Anno  1749.  Trade  carried  on  there;  and  to  confider  how  thofe 
Countries  might  be  fettled  and  improved,  and  the 
Trade  and  Fi&eries  there  extended  and  increafed ;  and 
^Ifo  to  enquire  into  the  Right  the  Company  of  Adven- 
turers, trading  into  Hudforfs  Bay^  pretend  to  have  by 
Charter,  to  the  Property  of  the  Lands,  and  of  an  exclufive 
Trade  to  thofe  Countries. 

During  the  Continuance  of  this  Committee,  upon 
the  Motion  of  the  Lord  Strange^  their  Chairman,  his 
Majefty  v^as  addrefied  for  a  Copy  of  the  Report, 
dated  Auguji  lo,  1748,  made  by  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  (jeneral  to  a  Committee  of  Council,  in 
relation  to  a  Petition  of  Arthur  Dobhs^  Efq;  ^^d  the 
fame  being  laid  before  the  Houfe,  it  was  referred  to 
the  faid  Committee, 

Petitions  from  many  of  our  Cities  and  Towns  were 
likewife  prefented,  praying,  that  the  faid  Trade 
might  be  laid  open ;  and,  April  24,  the  Report  was 
made  by  the  Lord  Strange^  when  the  Houfe  ordered 
it  to  be  taken  into  Confideration  on  that  Day  feven- 
night,  and  that  the  feveral  Papers  produced  before  the 
iaid  Committee  by  the  HudfirCs  Bay  Company  fhould 
be  brought  before  the  Houie ;  and  alfo  that  the  feveral 
Petitions  relating  to  that  Trade  /hould  \iQ  taken  into 
Confideration  at  the  fame  Time. 

May  I,  there  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  Peti- 
tion from  fevjeral  Merchants  and  Traders  of  the  City 
of  London^  another  from  the  Merchants  of  Great-- 
Yarmouth^  and  a  third  from  the  Traders  and  Inhabi- 
tants of  Wolverhampton 'y  all  praying,  to  have  the 
Trade  laid  open ;  which  Petitions  were  likewife 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  Confideration  at  the  fame 
Time;  and  upon  the  fame  Day  the  Company  pre^ 
fented  a  Petition  to  the  Houfe,  giving  a  Hiftory  of 
their  Settlement  and  Trade,  and  reprefenting  it  as 
their  Opinion,  that  the  laying  the  Trade  open  would 
endanger  great  Part  (if  not  the  whole)  of  the  Trad^ 
then  carried  on  to  Hudfon^s  Bay  to  fall  into  the  Hands 
of  other  Nations;  but  that  if  the  Houfe  fhould  judge 
it  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Nation,  to  lay  the  Trade 
open,  they  relied  on  the  Juftice  of  the  Houfe  for 
ample  Satisfa(5lion  as  to  the  Rights  and  Property  they 
tjien  enjoyed  under  their  Charter 5  and  praying  to  he 

heard 
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heard  by  their  Counfel  againft  the  feveral  Petitions    Anno  1749. 

that  had   been  prefented  for   laying  the  faid   Trade 

open. 

This  Petition  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
Conlideration  at  the  fame  Time,  and  that  the  Peti- 
tioners might  then  be  heard  by  their  Counfel,  if  they 
thought  fit. 

May  4,    the  Report  of  the    faid    Committee  was 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe;  and  the 
fame  Day  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  the  faid  Com- 
mittee, made  fome  Progrefs,  and  were  adjourned  till 
the   Monday   following.       The  5th,    AddrefFes  were 
ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty  for  a  Copy  of 
the  Commiffion,  granted  by  her  late  Majefty  Queen 
Anne^  dated  July  21,   1713,  to  Captain  James  Knight 
and  Mr.  Henry  Kelfey^  for  Recovery  and  Delivery  of 
Hudfon^s  Sir  eights^  and  the  Territories  thereto  belong- 
ing, for  the  Ufe  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
Adventurers  trading  mto  Hudfons  Bay:  Likewife  for 
the  Account  of  the  Injuries  and  Depredations  of  the 
French  in  Hudfon^s  Bay^    delivered  to  Mr.   Secretary 
Vernon^  May  22,   1699,    with  the  Company's  Lofles 
in  the  late  War,  or  a  Copy  thereof;  and  alfo  for  the 
State  of  the  Cafe  of  the  Hudfoiis  Bay  Company,  with 
a  Narrative  of  their  Sufferings  by  the  French^  from 
their  Invafions  ever  fmce  the  Year  1682,  left  with 
their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Juftices,  July  3,   1699, 
or  a  Copy  thereof.     Thefe  Papers  could  not,  indeed, 
be  got  ready  by  the  Monday  following,  however,  on 
that  Day,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  again  into  the  faid 
Committee,  and  ma<le  a  farther  Progrefs ;  but  as  it 
appeared  to  be  impoflible  to  preferve  this  Trade  with- 
out Forts  and   Settlements  on  the  Coaft  of  HudforCs 
Bay^  and  as  fuch  Forts  and  Settlements  muft  be  fup- 
ported  either  by  exclulive  Companies,  or  at  the  pub- 
lic  Expence,  the   Affair   was   dropt  for  laft  Seflion, 
though  it  may  perhaps  be  taken  up  again,  when  it 
fhall  be  thought  more  neceffary  to  apply  the  public 
Money  towards  fupporting  our  Trade  and  Settlements 
in  Jjiay  Africa  and  America^  than  towards  fupporting 
©ur  Allies  in  Europe. 

On  the  i4J:h  oi  Aprils    a  Motion  was  made   for 
J^eave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prgyiding  Seamen  for  his 

Majefty's 
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Anno  1740.  Majefty*s  Navy,  without  JiftrefEng  Trade.  Th4 
\_  -1^-  1'  Motion  was  made  by  Lord  Barrington^  who  fpoke  X9 
the  following  Effect:. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Right  Honour.  ^  It  is  a  Maxim  with  all  wife  and  well-governed 
LordBamagtpn,  Nations,  in  Time  of  Peace,  to  provide  for  War. 
Hov/  it  comes  that  this  Maxim  has  always  been  neg- 
le6led  by  this  Nation,  I  cannot  anfwer;  but  it  is 
certain,  that  our  prefent  Load  of  Debt  is  chiefly 
owing  to  this  Negle6l,  as  well  as  many  other  Incon- 
veniences, which  we  have  never  mifled  being  made 
fenfible  of  at  the  Beginning  of  every  War,  and  yet 
have  never  profited  by  that  Experience.  I  could 
mention  many.  Sir;  but  at  prefent  I  fhall  confine 
jnyfelf  to  that  of  the  Diftrefs  we  are  always  in,  when 
a  War  fir  ft  breaks  out,  for  want  of  Seamen  to  man 
his  Majefty's  Navy.  In  Time  of  Peace  we  have 
always  hitherto  been  fo  im providently  frugal,  as  not 
to  keep  up  a  greater  Number  of  Seamen  than  what 
was  barely  fufficient  to  provide  for  our  neceflary 
Guardihips  at  their  loweft  Complement.  The  Con- 
fequence  of  this  is,  that  30  or  40,000  Seamen,  im- 
ployed  in  the  Navy  during  the  War,  are,  upon  the 
peace,  fent  a  grazing,  and  moft  of  them  forced  to 
go  into  foreign  Service,  or  to  betake  themfelves  to 
ifcme  other  Employment;  fo  that  in  three  or  four 
Years  Time,  or  before  a  new  War  breaks  out,  they 
are  become  abfolutely  unfit  for  the  Sea-Service ;  and 
it  is  not  in  our  Power  to  fetch  back  thofe,  that  have 
betaken  themfelves  to  foreign  Service ;  nor  is  it  in 
their  Power  to  return,  without  Leave  from  the  State 
in  whofe  Service  they  are,  which  they  can  but  fel- 
dom  obtain,  becaufe  all  our  Neighbours  are  fond  of 
our  Seamen,  and  unwilling  to  part  with  .them,  after 
they  have  once  got  PofTeffion. 

^  That  this  muft  always  be  our  Misfortune,  Sir, 
while  we  purfue  the  fame  frugal  Maxim  in  Time  of 
Peace,  is  evident;  for  a  certain  definite  Number  of 
able  and  expert  Seamen  muft  be  necelTary  in  Time  of 
War  as  well  as  Peace,  for  carrying  on  our  Commerce, 
Coafting  Trade  and  Fifheries,  and  no  more  can  be 
neceflary  for  thefe  three  '^Branches  in  Time  of  Peace, 
than  in  Time  of  War.    By  Way  of  Example,  I  fhall 

fuppofe 
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fuppofe  that  80,000  Men  are,    in  Time  of  Peace,   Anno  1740. 

employed  in  thefe  three  Branches,   and  that  of  this  1 

Number  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  that  70,000  fliould 

be  able  and  expert  Seamen  :  Upon  this  Suppofition  it 

is  plain,  that  when  a  War  breaks  out,  they  may  fpare 

10,000  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  becaufe  they  may, 

without  Danger,  fupply   that  Number  by  taking  in 

Landmen ;  but  if  we  take  any  greater  Number  from 

them,  we  bring  them  into  Diftrefs,  and   the  greater 

their  Diftrefs  will  be,    the  greater  Number  we  take 

from  them.     Then  fuppofe,    that  in  Time  of  War 

50,000  Men  are  employed  in  the  Navy,  and  that  of 

this  Number  30,000  muft  be  able  and  expert  Sea-. 

men;  if  in  Time  of  Peace  we  keep  20,000  able  and 

expert  Seamen  in  Pay,  we  fhall  upon  the  Breaking 

out  of  a  War  ftand  in  Need  of  but  10,000  from  our 

Trade,  which  is  no  more  than  it  can  fpare;  but  if  in 

Time  of  Peace  we  keep  but  10,000  able  and  expert 

Seamen  in  Pay,  we  fhall  upon  the  Breaking  out  of  a 

War  be  obliged  to  take  20,000  fuch  Men  from  our 

Trade  for  the  Service  of  our  Navy,  which  is  10,000 

more  than  our  Trade  can  fpare,  and  confequently  it 

muft  thereby  be  brought  into  vaft  Diftrefs. 

^  From  this  Example,  Sir,  we  may  fee,  that  the 
Number  of  able  and  expert  Seamen,  which  in  Time 
of  Peace  we  keep  in  Pay  for  the  Service  of  our 
Navy,  ought  always  to  bear  a  certain  Proportion  to 
the  Number  necefTary  for  that  Service  in  Time  of 
War,  and  to  the  Number  of  fuch  Men  employed  in 
Time  of  Peace  in  our  Commerce,  Coafting  Trade, 
and  Fiftieries;  which  fliev/s  hovv'-  neceftary  it  is  for  us 
to  adopt  every  Meafure  that  may  contribute  to  the 
Increafe  of  our  Seamen  in  every  one  of  thefe  Bran- 
ches, and  to  avoid  every  Meafure,  however  frugal  it 
may  feem,  that  may  at  the  firft  Breaking  out  of  a 
War  bring  Diftrefs  upon  all  or  any  one  of  thefe 
Branches.  Whether  the  Number  I  have  mentioned 
be  truly  the  Number  of  Men  employed  in  thefe  three 
Branches,  is  what  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  afTert, 
but,  I  believe,  it  is  not  much  over  or  under;  and 
whatever  Number  is  employed,  I  am  of  Opinion, 
taking  one  Ship  or  Veffel  with  another,  that  it  is 
laeceiTary,  for  the  Safety  of  the  Ship,  to  have  feven 

Eighths 
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Anno  1749.  Eighths  of  her  Complement  able  and  expert  Seamen ; 
therefore  admitting  my  Suppofition,  as  to  the  Number 
of  Men  employed,  to  be  juft,  we  cannot,  at  the 
Breaking  out  of  a  War,  take  above  10,000  Seamen 
from  our  Trade,  without  expofmg  it  to  great  Diftrefs ; 
and  confequently  in  Time  of  Peace  we  ought  never 
to  have  lefs  than  20,000  able  and  expert  Seamen  in 
Pay  for  the  Service  of  the  Navy,  if  we  are  refolved, 
which,  I  hope,  we  are,  never  to  go  to  War  with  a 
lefs  Number  than  50,000  Men  employed  in  that 
Service. 

'  But,  Sir,  as  it  is  not  neceflary  in  Time  of  Peace 
to  keep  fuch  a  Number  of  Ships  in  Commiffion,  as 
may  require  the  Service  of  20,000  Seamen,  and  as 
in  our  prefent  Circumftances  we  ought  to  be  as  frugal 
as  is  confiftent  with  our  future  as  well  as  prefent 
Safety,  an  Expedient  has  been  thought  of,  which  is, 
to  keep  a  lefs  Number  than  20,000  in  full  Pay,  and  to 
make  up  the  Deficiency,  by  retaining  and  fecuring 
a  certain  Number  of  Seamen  for  the  Service  of  the 
Government,  when  it  has  Occafion,  over  and  above 
thofe  a6lually  employed,  by  fuch  an  Allowance  of  Pay 
as  fhall  be  thought  proper. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  the  Expedient  that  has  been 
thought  of,  and  I  fhall  conclude  with  moving  for 
Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  this  Purpofe:  But  before  I 
do,  I  think  it  neceflary  to  inform  you,  that  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  Bill  I  am  to  move  for,  is  only  to  have 
3000  Seamen  kept  in  Pay  for  next  Year,  at  the 
Rate  of  10/.  a  Man  per  Annum-  For  as  we  have 
already  in  this  Sellion  voted  17,000  Seamen  for  the 
Service  of  the  enfuing  Year,  no  more  than  3000  will 
be  wanted  to  make  up  the  Number  20,000;  and  as 
this  is  the  leaft  Number,  in  my  Opinion,  that  can  be 
fufficient  for  preventing  our  being  obliged  to  diftrefs 
our  Trade  in  Cafe  of  a  new  War,  we  ought  the 
more  readily  to  agree  to  what  is  intended  by  the  Bill 
I  propofe,  as  it  will  coft  the  Nation  but  30,000/. 
whereas,  if  thefe  3000  were  to  be  aftually  employed, 
they  would  coft  the  Nation,  at  the  Rate  always  aU 
lowed  by  Parliament,  156,000/.  And  an  Expedient 
which  faves  the  Nation  126^000!.  per  Jnnu/n^  without 
endangering  our  future  Safety,  is,  I  think,  an  Expe- 
dient 
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dient  that  deferves  the  Approbation  of  every  Gentle-  Anno  1749. 
man  who  wifhes  well  to  his  Country.     ~  y,,,,.^,-^.^ 

'  I  am  encouraged  to  make  you  this  Motion,  Sir, 
not  only  by  the  Reafonablenefs  and  Utility  of  the 
thing,  but  alfo  by  the  unanimous  Approbation  of  the 
Board  I  belong  to  3  but  at  the  fame  Time  I  muft 
acquaint  you,  that  though  they  approve  cf  the  Expe- 
dient, they  do  not  defign  to  pufb  its  being  eilablifhed, 
by  having  the  Bill  pafTed  into  a  Law  before  the  End 
of  this  Seffion :  They  only  defire,  that  a  Bill  for  this 
Purpofe  may,  during  this  Seffion,  be  brought  in,  that 
the  Nation  may  fee  what  is  intended ;  and  then  they 
will  leave  it  entirely  to  Gentietnen's  own  Confidera- 
tion,  whether  it  be  an  Expedient  that  ought  to  be 
prefently  adopted,  or  left  till  next  Seffion,  that  thofe 
without  Doors,  as  v/ell  as  within,  may  have  Time 
to  deliberate  ferioufly  and  maturely  upon  the  Subject, 
and  approve  of  this,  or  offer  fome  better  Expedient ; 
for  as  to  the  general  Principle  upon  which  it  is  found- 
ed, there  is  not  a  fenfible  Man  in  the  Nation,  but 
muft  agree  to  it:  I  believe,  there  is  not  a  Man  in  the 
Kingdom,  who  knows  any  thing  of  Trade  and 
Navigation,  that  will  deny  its  being  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  contrive  fome  Method,  for  preventing 
our  being  obliged  to  diflrefs  our  Trade  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  every  War,  by  taking  a  greater  Number  of 
able  and  expert  Seamen  from  them,  than  they  can 
fupply  by  Landmen,  with  any  Safety  to  the  Ships  or 
VefTels  they  employ  in  Trade. 

^  I  fhall,  therefore,  add  no  more.  Sir,  but  con- 
clude with  moving  for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for 
providing  Seamen  for  his  A^ajefty's  Navy,  in  Cafe  of 
a  War,  without  diftreffing  Trade.' 

This  Motion  being  feconded,  the  Earl  of  Eg?nont 
flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  this  Effe<5l. 
•  Mr.  Speaker, 

*  If  one  could  be  allowed,  in  this  Age,  to  borrow Rt.  Honourable 
anything  from  the  Bible,  I  fhould  obferve,  that  when  Sad  ©fEgmont. 
the  Devil  has  a  Mind  to  deceive,  he  always   puts  on 
the  Appearance  of  an  Angel  of  Light;  fo  when  any 
Scheme  is  formed  for   the  Introdudlion  of  arbitrary 
Pjower,  the  Proje6lots  alv/ajs  ailume  the  Appearance 
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Anno  1749.  of  Patriots,  and  afFe£t  a  fincere  Concern  for  the 
Safety  of  the  Nation,  or  for  the  Encouragement  of 
our  Trade  and  Navigation.  When  I  fay  this,  Sir,  I 
am  far  from  fuppofmg  the  Noble  Lord,  who  made 
you  this  Motion,  to  be  one  of  thefe  Prpjedors  :  I  am 
perfuaded,  he  has  been  deceived  by  the  plaulible  Pre- 
tences made  ufe  of,  for  our  agreeing  to  fuch  a  Bill  as 
he  has  propofed;  for  I  Oiall  readily  admit,  that  in 
Time  of  Peace  we  ought  to  provide  for  War,  and  if 
this  Maxim  had  been  once  thought  of  by  our  MiniRers 
fince  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht^  we  fhould  have  been  in  a 
much  better  Condition  to  carry  on  the  War  we  v/ere 
lately  engaged  in:  I  fliall  like^ife  admit,  that  in 
Time  of  Peace,  we  ought  to  contrive  Methods  for 
preventing  our  being  obliged  to  diftrefs  our  Trade, 
upon  the  Breaking  out  of  a  new  War.  But  from  the 
Sketch  the  Noble  Lord  has  given  us  of  the  Bill  he 
intends,  I  will  aver,  that  it  has  not  the  leaft  Ten- 
dency towards  that  falutary  End.  On  the  contrary, 
I  muft  look  upon  it  as  a  new  Attempt  for  introducing 
a  Military  Government  amongft  us,  of  which  we  have 
had  many  within  thefe  laft  two  Years. 

'  There  feems.  Sir,  to  be  a  Set  of  Projeftors  now 
at  Work,  and  have  been  for  fome  Time,  who  have 
endeavoured  all  they  could  to  introduce  and  eftablifh 
a  blind  and  flavifh  Obedience  among  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  both  of  our  Navy  and  Army;  and  now 
they  are  forming  Schemes  for  increafing,  as  much  as 
they  can,  the  Number  of  thofe  they  thus  intend  to 
make  Slaves.  Such  Schemes,  Sir,  muft  give  the 
Alarum  to  every  Gentleman,  who  harbours  in  his 
Breaft  the  leaft  Concern  for  oitr  ancient  and  happy 
Conftitution.  If  thofe  ProjecSlors  had  thought,  that 
it  was  neceffary  for  us  to  keep  in  Pay  a  Body*  of 
20,000  Seamen,  even  in  Time  of  Peace,  they  fliould 
have  defired  a  proportional  lefs  Number  of  Land- 
Forces ;  for  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  why  our  Seamen  may 
not  be  taught  the  Land  Exercife,  and  regimented  for 
that  Purpofe;  and  if  they  were,  I  am  fure,  they 
would  be  as  good  for  hunting  Smugglers,  difperfmg  a 
Mob,  or  oppofmg  a  fudden  Invafion,  as  any  Foot 
Regiment  in  the  Service, 

4  '  But 
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*  But  why  ftiould  I  talk  of  Seamen,  Sir?  Surely,  Anno  1749. 
no  one  can  imagine,  that  3000  Seamen  kept  in  Pay,  '>. 
at  the  Rate  of  10/.  a  Year,  which  is  above  6d,  a 
Day,  without  ever  being  employed,  will  long  con- 
tinue Seamen.  If  they  can  live  upon  that  Allowance^ 
as  they  may  do  in  feveral  Parts  of  the  IHand,  they 
will  betake  themfelves  to  an  idle,  lazy,  indplent  Life, 
{b  that  in  two  or  three  Years,  we  fhall  find  them 
unfit  either  for  Sea  or  Land-Service;  and  if  they 
cannot  live  upon  that  Allowance,  or  if  feme  of  them 
do  not  chufe  to  live  upon  that  Allowance,  they  muH 
apply  to  fome  fort  of  Manufacture  or  Daily  Labour, 
or  they  muft  employ  themfelves  in  our  Coafting  Trade 
or  Fiiheries :  If  they  apply  themfelves  to  Manufacture 
or  Labour,  it  will  be  attended  with  two  Incon- 
veniences; for,  firft,  they  may,  and  certainly  will, 
underwork  every  Man  that  has  no  Allowance  from  the 
Government,  which,  of,  Courfe',  will  drive  many  of 
our  labouring  Manufacturers  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  confequently  muft  be  of  great  Prejudice  to  our 
Manufa<5tures ;  and,  fecondly,  by  being  thus  always 
employed  at  Land,  they  will,  in  a  fhort  Time,  be- 
come unfit  for  Sea-Service.  . 

'  But  fuppofe  again.  Sir,  as  I  believe  would  really 
be  the  Cafe,  that  all  of  them  fhould  betake  them- 
felves to  our  Coafting  Trade  or  Fiftieries,  we  fhould 
then  be  at  a  great  public  Expence,  without  adding 
one  fingle  Man  to  the  Number  of  our  able  and 
expert  Seamen ;  for  their  employing  themfelves  thus 
in  the  Merchants  Service,  would  prevent  an  equal 
Number  of  Men  from  being  bred  to  the  Sea;  and  our 
taking  them  from  that  Service,  at  the  Beginning  of  a 
War,  would  bring  as  great  a  Diftrefs  upon  our 
Trade,  as  to  take  from  thence  an  equal  Number  of 
Seamen,  that  had  never  before  coft  the  Public  a  Shil- 
ling Expence. 

*  In  fhort.  Sir,  the  InefF^cacy  of  this  Scheme, 
with  refpect  to  what  it  is  openly  faid  to  be  defigned 
for,  is  fo  glaring,  that  I  muft  fuppofe,  the  firft  Pro^ 
jedtors  were  not  infenfibie  of  it;  and  confequently  I 
muft  fuppofe,  that  they  had  a  fecret  Defign,  which 
is  not,  in  my  Opinion,  difficult  to  be  guefled  at. 
Thefe  300Q  Men  they  defign  as  an  Addition  to  the 
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Anao  1749.  Number  of  their  intended  Slaves,  and  as  a  new* 
^_  -,-  f  Number  of  Penfioners,  whom  they  are  hereafter  to 
make  ufe  of,  for  gaining  an  Influence  in  the  few 
remaining  Cities  or  Boroughs  that  flill  continue  re- 
fractory to  a  Minifter's  Conge  d'Elire ;  for  we  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  no  Seamen  will  be  admitted 
upon  this  Penfion,  who  has  not  a  Vote  in  fome  City 
or  Borough ;  and  before  a  new  War  breaks  out,  un- 
lefs  it  happens  very  foon,  as  it  probably  may,  we  {hall 
find,  that  of  thefe  3000  Penfioners,  there  is  not  fo 
much  as  one  good  Seaman  amongft  them. 

*  This,  Sir,  was,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  fecret 
Defign  of  thofe  who  were  the  firft  Proje6tors  of  the 
Bill,  which  the  Noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to 
open  to  us;  and  I  muft  obferve,  that  they  have 
chofen  a  moft  artful  Method  for  getting  it  introduced 
into  this  Houfe ;  for  the  Motion  is  dreft  up  in  Terms 
fo  plaufible  and  popular,  that  no  Gentleman  can 
oppofe  it  J  but  when  the  Bill  is  brought  in,  I  make 
no  doubt  of  my  being  warranted  to  oppofe  it,  by 
Petitions  from  all  Parts  of  England^  and  I  hope  to 
give  fuch  Reafons  for  my  Oppofition,  as  will  prevail 
upon  this  Houfe  to  rejecSt  it  with  Indignation.' 

The  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelham  fpoke  next  in  Sub- 
ftance  thus. 

*  Mr.  Speaker, 
Rt.  Hon.  Henry      *  Whether  the  ProjeiSlors  of  this  Bill  are  Devils  in 
Pelham.  the  Shape  of  Angels  of  Light,  will  bell  appear  from 

the  Bill  itfelf,  when  fairly  laid  before  you,  and  can- 
didly conlidered  ;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that  it  is  not 
Minifters  only  that  may  be  accufed  of  putting  on  falfe 
Appearances,  in  order  to  deceive  ;  for,  I  believe,  moft 
People  in  the  Nation  are  now  convinced,  that  thofe 
who  oppofe  an  Adminiftration  may  be  guilty  of  the 
fame  Crime,  and  may  afiume  the  Characters  of  Patri- 
ots, of  Guardians  of  our  Liberties,  of  Friends  to 
our  happy  Conftitution,  and  what  not,  with  no  other 
Defign  but  to  diftrefs  the  then  Servants  of  the  Crown, 
in  order  thereby  to  force  thcmfelves  into  their  Places. 
I  fay,  Sir,  as  moft  Gentlemen,  both  within  Doors 
and  without,  are  now,  1  believe,  fully  convinced  of 
this,   I  hope,  they  will  ferioufly   confider,   that  no 
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Government  can  be  carried  on,  without  proper  Powers  Anno  1749. 
lodged  fomev/here  or  other,  for  the  Exercife  of  that 
Government ;  and  if  this  be  ferioufly  confidered,  no 
Gentleman  will  refufe  fuch  Powers  as  are  abfoiutely 
necelTary  for  the  Exercife  of  our  Government,  from 
an  Apprehcnfion  that  they  may  be  made  a  bad  Ufe  of. 

'  Having  faid  this,  Sir,  I  mufb  obferve,  that  even 
the  Noble  J^ord  himfelf  allows,  and  indeed  no  Gen- 
tleman can  deny,  that  it  is  abfoiutely  necelTary  for  us 
to  contrive  fome  Method  for  manning  his  Majefty's 
Navy  upon  the  Breaking  out  of  a  War,  without  fub- 
je6ting  our  Trade  to  fuch  Diftrefs,  as  it  has,  upon 
every  fuch  Occafion,  been  hitherto  expofed  to.  I 
have  heard  of  many  Schem.es  for  this  Purpofe,  and  I 
have  examined  them  with  the  utmoft  Attention,  but 
upon  the  v/hole,  I  v/ill  be  bold  to  fay,  that  no  effec- 
tual Scheme  can  be  thought  of,  without  keeping  al- 
ways a  greater  Number  of  Seamen  in  full  Pay,  or  at 
fome  Allowance,  than  is  necefTary  fo>  his  Majefty's 
Navy  in  Time  of  Peace.  This  being  the  Cafe,  I 
muft  think  it  better,  and  more  frugal,  to  keep  the 
Supernumeraries  at  a  fmall  Allowance  yearly,  than  to 
keep  them  employed,  and  in  full  Pay,  v/hen  we  have 
no  Occafion  for  their  Service. 

*  As  to  the  Objection,  Sir,  that  in  two  or  three 
Years,  they  would  becom^e  mere  Landmen,  and  quite 
unfit  for  the  Sea-Service,  it  m.ay  be  prevented  by  a 
Claufe  in  the  Bill  for  making  them  take  their  Turn 
in  the  Service  of  the  Na\y,  v/hich  would  keep  them 
always  inured  to  the  Sea,  and  fit  for  that  Service  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  it  would  prevent  what  the 
Noble  Lord  feems  fo  much  to  apprehend  :  I  mean, 
that  of  their  being  Penfioners  to  an  Adminiftration, 
and  kept  in  Pay  for  no  other  End  but  to  gain  an  In- 
fluence in  our  Cities  or  Boroughs,  at  Eie(5tions  for 
Mem.bers  of  Parliament ;  for,  I  believe,  it  is  pretty 
certain,  that  no  Man,  who  had  a  Houfe  and  Family 
in  any  of  our  Cities  or  Boroughs,  and  fuch  a  Trade 
or  Bufmefs  as  enabled  him  to  pay  all  Parifh-Rates, 
would,  for  the  Sake  of  10/.  a  Year,  fubject  himfelf 
to  the  Neceility  of  leaving  his  Trade  or  Bufinefs  at 
the  End  of  three  or  four  Years,  and  going  to  ferve 
as  a  Foremaft-man,    on  board  one  of  his  Majeity's 
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Anno  1749.    Ships  of  War,  bound  perhaps  to  the  Eajl  or  Weji- 
Indies. 

'  It  is  therefore  eafy.  Sir,  to  prevent  its  being 
pollible  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Bill  now  moved  for  is 
intended  as  a  Scheme  for  influencing  Ele(5t:ions  ;  and 
how  the  Noble  Lord  could  apprehend  its  being  a 
Scheme  for  increafmg  the  Number  of  thofe  intended 
to  be  made  Slaves,  I  cannot  imagine ;  for  no  Man 
ever  dreamt,  that  the  3000  Seamen,  thus  to  be  kept 
at  a  fmall  yearly  Allowance,  fhould  be  made  fubjed: 
to  the  Mutiny-Bill ;  and  while  they  are  at  Land,  and 
unemployed  in  the  Navy,  they  can  be  fubje6^  to 
none  of  the  Regulations  eftablifhed  for  the  better 
Government  of  the  Navy,  except  that  fmgle  one  of 
being  tried  and  punijQied  as  Deferters,  fhould  they 
abfcond,  and  refufe  to  anfwer  v/hen  called  out  tq 
Service. 

«•'  I  can  as  little  imagine,  Sir,  how  the  Noble  Lord 
could  infmuate,  that  any  Attempts  have  been  lately 
made,  efpecially  within  thefe  laft  two  Years,  to  in- 
troduce a  military  Government  amongft  us,  or  to 
eftabliih  a  blind  and  flavifh  Obedience  among  the 
OfRcers  and  Soldiers  both  of  our  Navy  and  Army  : 
Such  Infmuations  v/ill,  I  am  convinced,  be  looked  on 
by  every  candid  Hearer,  as  proceeding  from  chimeri- 
'cal  Fears,  rather  than  from  any  real  Caufes.  What 
Attempts  have  been  made  towards  either  of  thefe  Ends 
within  thefe  laft  tv.'o  Years  ?  The  Mutiny-Bill,  even 
in  the  Form  in  which  it  was  at  firft  brought  in,  was 
very  little  different  from  what  it  has  been  for  many 
Years  paft ;  and  nothing  nov/  v/as  propofed  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  Navy-Bill,  that  could  be  of  any  dangerous 
Confequence  to  our  Liberties.  In  both  fome  little 
Variations  were  propofed,  for  the  more  effe6lually 
preferving  good  Order  and  Difcipline  in  our  Army  and 
Navy ;  but  was  there  any  Attempt  made  by  either,  to 
fubje6l  any  Man  in  the  Nation  to  military  Law,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  properly  belonged  to  our  Army  or  Navy  ? 
W~as  there  any  thing  propofed  in  either,  that  could 
fubjecl  any  IMan  to  the  arbitrary  Will  of  the  Crown, 
or  of  any  Perfon  employed  by  the  Crov/n  ?  No, 
Sir  :  If  both  had  paffed  in  the  very  Words  in 
which  they  weie   firii   introduced,   I   will    fay,   that 
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every  Soldier  and  Sailor  in  the  Service  of  the  Crown,  Anno  1749* 
who  did  his  Duty,  and  committed  no  Crime,  was  as 
free,  and  as  fafe  with  refpe6t  to  his  Life,  Liberty  and 
Property,  as  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  Subje6ts,  or 
as  any  Subjedt  ought  to  be  under  any  Government 
whatfoever.  But  this  was  not  all :  Was  not  every 
Alteration  or  Amendm.ent  that  Gentlemen's  Fears, 
rather  than  their  Reafon,  could  fuggeft,  readily  agreed 
to  ?  And  I  am  afraid,  it  will  be  found  by  Experience, 
that  too  many  Alterations  were  madej  becaufe,  whilfb 
we  keep  up  an  Army  or  Navy,  we  muft  eftablifh  fuch 
Regulations  as  are  neceflary  for  preferving  a  due  Sub- 
ordination to  their  fuperior  Oiiicers,  from  the  Sentinel 
up  to  the  Commander  in  Chief;  for  without  this,  I 
am  fure,  no  wife  Man,  that  could  any  other  Way  fub- 
fift,  would  accept  of  a  Command,  either  in  our  Army 
or  Navy,  even  in  Time  of  Peace,  and  much  lefs  in 
Time  of  War. 

'  Therefore,  Sir,  as  there  has  not  been  of  late  the 
leaft  Appearance  of  an  Attempt  to  hurt  our  Conftitu- 
tion,  I  muft  look  upon  the  Infmuations  thrown  out 
by  the  Noble  Lord,  rather  as  Flowers  of  Rhetorick, 
than  as  Arguments  againft  the  Bill  now  propofed  ;  for 
though  I  know  no  more  of  it,  than  what  the  Noble 
Lord,  who  moved  for  it,  was  pleafed  to  explain,  I  may 
venture  to  fay,  that  no  Argument  can  be  good  againrfc 
it,  except  that  of  propofmg  a  better  Method  for  pre- 
venting the  Evil  which  it  is  defigned  to  remedy.  As 
to  the  Remedy  fuggefted  by  the  Noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
laft,  of  regimenting  our  Seamen,  teaching  them  the 
Land-Difcipline,  and  making  them  do  the  Duty  of 
Land-Forces  in  Time  of  Peace,  I  cannot  think  his 
Lordfhip  was  ferious ;  for  as  foon  as  a  War  begins^ 
every  fuch  Regiment  muft  necefTarily  be  fent  to  ferve 
in  our  Navy,  and,  I  hope,  he  will  not  fay,  that  when 
an  Invafion  is  made,  or  defigned  to  be  made,  it  is  a 
Time  of  Peace  ;  fo  that  if  our  Enemies  £aould  efcape 
our  Fleet  at  Sea,  and  adlually  land  in  fome  Part  of 
the  Ifiand,  we  fhouid  not  have  a  Regiment  of  regular 
difciplined  Foot  to  fend  againft  them ;  and  how  ufe- 
lefs  Horfe  or  Dragoons  would  be  in  fuch  a  clofe  Coun- 
try, every  Man,  v/ho  underftands  any  thing  of  the 
Adilitary,  may  eafily  determine, 

A  a  2  '  Fcr 
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Anno  1749.  /  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  Jf  the  Motion  be  agreed  to, 
v..  — yi  .»/ 1  hope,  the  Noble  Lord  will  be  one  of  thofe  appointed 
to  bring  in  the  Bill,  when  he  may  otFer  any  Expedient 
he  pleafes  for  rendering  it  effectual ;  but  if  he  offers 
none  better  than  what  he  has  now  faggefted,  I  believe, 
he  will  find  it  difficult  to  procure  Petitions  againft  the 
Bill,  or  to  adviance  fuch  Arguments  as  may  prevail 
with  this  Houfe  to  reje£l  it.  However,  let  the  Fate 
of  this  Bill,  after  it  is  brought  in,  be  what  it  will,  I 
think  we  ought  to  agree  to  the  Motion,  that  Gentle- 
men may  have  an  Opportunity  to  confider  the  Affair 
maturely,  and  to  offer  the  beft  Methods  they  can  think 
of,  for  preventing  the  Diilrefs  we  have  always  been  in 
at  the  Beginning  of  a  War.' 

The  next  Speaker  was  the  Hon.  Horatio  IValpoIe^ 
fenior,  whofe  Speech  was  in  Subflance  as  follows. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Hon.  Horatio         '  I  have  long  had  the  Honour  of  being  a  Member 
Walpole.  Qf  ^];ijg   Houfe,    and  pretty  clofely   atterided  to  what 

paifed  here ;  I  have  aifo  heard  or  read  of  what  paffed 
here,  before  I  had  a  Seat  in  this  auguft  Affembly  ;  and 
upon  the  whole,  I  mud:  make  this  general  Obferva- 
tion,  that  our  Conftitution,  or  the  Church's  being  in 
Danger,  has  been  the  coniiant  Cry  of  thofe  who  werc- 
difobliged  by,  and  confequently  oppofed  the  Admini- 
ilration.  Whilft  the  People  feemed  to  have  a  warm 
Zeal  for  our  national  Church,  it  was  always  faid  to 
be  in  Danger,  either  from  Popery  or  Prefbytery,  by 
thofe  who,  at  the  Time,  happened  to  have  no  Share  in 
the  Adminiilration  ;  and  this  Cry  was  fo  often  trumped 
up,  and  upon  (o  many  Occafions  made  a  Pretence  for 
oppofing  the  mofi:  falutary  Meafures  of  Government, 
that  the  People  feemed  at  lafl  to  lofe  ail  PvCgard  even 
for  Religion  itfelf ;  fo  that  both  Popery  and  Prefbytery, 
as  well  as  our  national  Church,  feem  now  to  be  in 
equal  Danger.  When  our  Oppofers  found,  that  they 
could  no  longer  avail  themfelves  of  the  People's  Zeal, 
for  Religion,  they  took  up  the  Cry  of  Liberty,  and 
every  neceilary  Meafure  of  Government  has,  by  them, 
been  reprefented  as  an  Incroachment  upon  our  ConfH- 
tution,  and  an  Attack  upon  the  Liberties  of  the 
People.     What  Effed  this  may  have  on  the  Minds 

of 
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of  the  People,  I  fhail  not  pretend  to  foretell,  but,  I  Anno  1749. 
hope,  it  will  never  have  fuch  an  Effect  upon  their 
Minds  as  that  of  the  Church's  being  in  Danger  has 
already  had  :  I  hope,  it  Vv^iil  never  have  any  other 
Effeft  than  that  of  preventing  the  People's  being 
rafh  in  believing  thofewlio  tell  them  that  their  Liber- 
ties are  in  Danger ;  and  if  they  confider  coolly,  I  am 
fure,  they  will  give  no  Credit  to  thofe,  v/ho  at  prefent 
endeavour  to  frighten  them  with  their  Liberties  being 
in  Danger. 

'  The  Cry,  Sir,  is  at  prefent  fo  void  of  all  Foun- 
dation, that  it  is  hardly  poflible  to  treat  it  in  a  ferious 
Manner ;  and,  as  a  very  famous  Poet  has  long  fince 
obferved, 

— Ridtcidum  acrt^ 

Fortius y  iff  melius  rnagnas  plerumque  fecat  res. 

I  fhall  therefore  only  tell  you  a  Story.  In  King  Wil^ 
Ham's  Time,  there  was  a  famous  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  whom  you  have  all  heard  of,  yohn  How  by 
Name,  who  having  been  refufed  fomething  which  he 
had  not,  or  at  leaft,  which  that  wife  Prince  thought 
he  had  not  any  Title  to  alk,  took  it  into  his  Head  to 
fet  up  for  a  Patriot,  and  to  becomxC  a  violent  Oppofer 
cf  the  Adminiflration.  From  that  Tim.e  this  Gentle- 
man's continual  Cry  was,  Our  Liberties  are  in  Danger, 
our  Conftitution  is  to  be  overturned  ;  and  with  fuch 
Exclam.ations,  he  was  always  endeavouring,  by  his 
pretended  Fears,  to  raife  real  Apprehenfions  in  the 
Minds  of  fome  of  the  weak  Men  of  that  Age.  Ar- 
gument fignified  nothing,  he  ftill  went  on  harping 
upon  the  fame  String ;  but  at  laft  he  was  filenced  by 
a  Story  told  the  Floufe  by  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton^  which 
was  thus  :  "  A  Gentleman  of  m^y  Acquaintance," 
fays  Sir  Thomas^  "  was  lately  travelling  in  a  Coach 
"  with  tv/o  Ladies,  who  were  Sifters.:  One  fat  very 
''  quiet,  and  without  being  in  the  leaft  difturbed  ;  but 
"  the  other  was  upon  every  little  Jolt  in  a  Fright, 
"  and  always  crying  out,"  ^  O  Lord,  Sir,  we  fhall  be 
'  overturned  !  For  God's  Sake,  tell  the  Coachman  to 
<  drive  foftly  !'  'What's  the  Matter,  Madam,  fays 
'  the  Gentleman  ?  Why  are  you  in  fuch  a  Fright  ? 
'  We  have  a  firm  eafy  Coach,  a  plain  good  Road, 
A  a  3  '  and 
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Jinn6  1749.    *  arid  a  careful,  cautious  Coachman :    There  is  not 

'_     -^-      '  '  the   leaft  Danger.'     ^'  But   all   fignified    nothing  i 

*'  The  Lady  continued  as  before.     At  laft  the  Gen- 

''  tleman  afks  the  other  Lady : ' '  '  What  ails  your  Sifter, 

*  Madam  ?  Is  fhe  ufually  of  fuch  a  feairful  Tem- 
'  per  ?'  "  To  which  the  other  anfwered,"    '  Do  not 

*  mind  her.  Sir  :  My  Sifter  is  really  in  no  Fright,  only 
'  fhe  thinks  fhe  has  a  very  pretty  Voice,  and  there- 
<  fore  takes  great  Delight  in  hearing  herfelf  fpeak.' 

'  This  Story,  Sir,  put  the  zealous  Patriot  fo  much 
out  of  Countenance,  that  he  became  quite  filent,  (o 
that  the  Houfe  for  fome  Days,  heard  no  more  of  the 
Danger  of  our  Liberties  ;  and,  I  hope,  it  will  now 
have  the  fame  Effeft  as  it  had  at  that  Time ;  for  during 
his  prefentMajefty's  Reign,  I  am  fure,  we  fhall  have 
no  Occafion  for  being  put  in  Mind  of  our  Liberties, 
or  for  being  warned  of  their  being  expofed  to  Danger  j 
and  if  ever  they  iliould  in  any  future  Reign,  I  hope, 
this  Houfe  will  ftand  in  need  of  no  Common-Cryer, 
to  put  them  in  Mind  of  their  Duty.' 

Upon  this  the  Earl  of  Egmont  ftood  up  again,  and 
fpoke  to  the  following  EfFe61:. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Kight  Honour.  *  It  is  very  eafy  for  thofe  who  have  given  up  all 
Earl  of  Egmont.  CQj^^gj-j;^  for  the  Liberties  of  their  Country,  to  m.ake 
themfelves  merry  v/ith  any  Danger  they  may  be  ex- 
pofed to  5  but  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
labours  under  a  very  great  Miftake,  if  he  fancies, 
that  I  love  to  hear  myfelf  fpeak  in  this  Aflembly,  or 
that  any  Man  in  my  Circumftances  can  :  A  Gentle- 
man may  love  to  hear  himfelf  fpeak,  when,  let  him 
fay  what  he  will,  he  is  fure  of  a  Plaudit  of  a  great 
Majority  of  the  Affembly  to  which  he  fpeaks  ;  but 
nothing  but  a  Conviction  of  being  in  the  right,  and 
a  warm  Zeal  too  for  what  he  thinks  right,  can  pro- 
voke a  Man  to  fpeak  in  an  Affembly  where  he  has 
Reafon  to  expedl:,  that  whatever  he  fays,  will  be  ridi- 
culed or  condemned  by  a  great  Majority  of  thofe  to 
whom  he  fpeaks  ;  and  if  I  can  judge  from  Experi- 
ence, I  muft  fuppofe  this  to  be  my  Cafe.  Neverthe- 
|efs.  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  likewife  find  him- 
felf miftaken,  if  he  thinks,  that  by  any  facetious 
4  Story 
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Story  he  can  deter  or  prevent  me  from  doing  my  Duty,    Anno  1749. 
while  I  continue  a  Member  of  this  Houfe  -,  and  I  mufi:  '_     -^-  ,  _^ 
obferve,  that  it  was  not  the  frequent  or  the  caufelefs 
Cry  of  the  Church's  being  in  Danger,  that  produced 
among  the  People  fuch  a   Lukewarmnefs   for   their 
eftablifhed  Church,  but  it  was  her  Caufe  being  neg- 
lected, and  in  fome  Manner  given  up,  by  thofe  whofe 
Duty  it  was  to  take  Care  of  it ;  and  I  wifh  the  fame 
Caufe  may  not  produce  the  fame  EfFedl,  with  Regard 
to  our  Liberties  and  Conftitution. 

'  I  fhall  now  apply  myfelf  to  the  other  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, and  I  muft  tell  him  the  Reafon  why  I  talked 
particularly  of  the  laft  two  Years,  when  I  faid,  that  ' 
Attempts  had  been  made  to  introduce  a  military 
Government  amongft  us.  But  two  Years  ago  the  Par- 
liament was  precipitately  and  unexpectedly  diflblved, 
and  a  new  one  as  precipitately  fummoned,  for  no 
oftenfible  Reafon,  at  leaft  no  Reafon  that  was  ever 
yet,  or,  I  believe,  ever  will  be  declared.  Since  that 
Time  feveral  Steps  have  been  made,  and  m*ore  at- 
tempted, towards  introducing  a  military  Government. 
The  Articles  of  War  have  been  altered  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  that  had  they  been  in  this  Seffion  authenti- 
cated by  Law,  as  was  intended,  I  am  fure,  every 
Gentleman  in  our  Army  mull:  have  confidered  himfelf 
as  a  Mamaluck,  or  Slave  to  his  Sovereign.  Can  a 
Man  be  deemed  free,  who  is  obliged,  under  Pain  of 
Death,  to  obey  the  Orders  of  his  General,  without 
confidering  whether  they  be  confiftent  with  his  Duty 
as  a  Soldier,  a  Subject,  a  human  Creature,  oraChri- 
flian  ?  Yet  this  would  have  been  the  Cafe  of  all  the 
Gentlemen  of  our  Army,  had  the  Mutiny-Bill  pafled 
as  it  was  at  firft  intended.  In  Confequence  of  fuch 
a  Bill,  fuch  Orders  might  have  been  illued,  as  would 
have  made  every  Man  concerned  in  the  Execution, 
liable  to  be  hanged  by  the  Laws  of  his  Country. 
What  a  lamentable  Condition  would  fuch  Men  have 
been  in  ?  If  they  difobeyed,  they  were  to  be  fnot  for . 
their  Difobedience  :  If  they  obeyed,  they  muil  either 
put  an  End  to  the  Laws  of  their  Country,  or  they 
muft  expe£t  to  be  hanged  by  thofe  Laws.  Of  fuch 
an  Alternative  we  may  eafily  judge,  which  Side  they 
would  h^ve  chofeji  ,  and  was  this  no  Attempt 
A  a  4  towards 
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Anno  1749.   towards  introducing  a  military  Government  amongll 
us  ? 

'  Befides  this,  Sir,  the  Powers  of  Courts-Martial 
have  been  extended  over  more  Perfons,  and  made 
more  terrible,  both  for  our  Navy  and  Army,  than 
ever  they  were  heretofore.  I  fhali  grant,  that  in  Time 
of  War  the  Power  of  Courts-Martial  ought  to  be 
very  extenfive,  and  the  Punifhment  fudden  and  fe- 
vere  ;  but  is  this  neceffary  in  I'ime  of  Peace  ?  Was 
there  ever  a  vA(e  and  free  Nation  that  did  not,  in  this 
Refpeci:,  make  a  Diflinition  between  a  Tim.e  of  Peace 
and  a  Time  of  War  ?  In  this  we  ought  to  follow  the 
Example  fet  us  by  our  own  Colonies  in  America  :  As 
they  muft  all  be  Soldiers,  v/hen  they  think  themf^lves 
In  Danger,  they  proclaim  military  Lav/  ;  but  as  foon 
as  the  Danger  is  over,  the  Military  gives  Place  to  the 
Civil,  and  thus  they  continue  till  a  nev/  Danger 
threatens.  This  v/as  formerly  our  Cafe,  and  may  be 
fo  ilill ;  for  his  Majefty  has  ftill  by  his  Prerogative 
the  Power  of  appointing  Courts-Martial,  and  confti- 
tuting  Articles  of  War,  either  when  he  fends  an 
Army  abroad,  or  when  a  War  happens  within  the 
IHand  :  Why  then  ihould  v/e  deprive  our  Soldiers  and 
3eamen,  in  Time  of  Peace,  and  here  at  Home,  or 
upon  our  own  Coafts,  of  every  Privilege  they  are  in- 
titled  to  as  Englifbmen  ? 

'  Can  any  good  Reafon  be  given  for  this.  Sir,  if 
It  does  not  proceed  from  a  latent  Defign,  fome  Time 
or  other,  to  make  our  Soldiers  and  Seamen  repay  the 
reft  of  their  Countrymen  in  their  own  Coin,  by  de- 
priving them  of  all  thofe  Privileges  which  they  had 
firft  taken  from  them  ?  And  ihall  we  contribute  to 
this  Defign,  by  adding  to  the  Number  of  thefe  In- 
ftruments  of  Tyranny  ?  It  is  true,  there  is  but  3000 
afked  for  the  enfuing  Year  ;  but  this  I  look  upon  only 
as  a  Beginning,  for  I  fliall  expe6l  that  5000  will  be 
demanded  for  the  next  Year,  and  10,000,  perhaps 
15,000,  for  the  Year  following.  I  am  furprifed  to 
hear  it  faid.  Sir,  that  this  additional  Number  of  Sea- 
men are  not  to  be  fubje(5l  to  military  Law,  unlefs 
called  to  Service  in  the  Navy  ;  for  as  they  are  to  be 
lifted  in,  and  to  belong  to  his  Majefty's  Fleet,  by  the 
Navy-Bill  now  pafted,  they  will  be  fubJL6l  to  be  tried 

and 
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and  punlfhed  by  a  Court-Martial,  for  every  military    Anno  1749. 
Crime  that  can  be  committed  by  Seamen  at  Land, 
unlefs   they  are  exprefly  exempted  by   the  Bill   now 
moved  for,  which  has   not  yet  been   faid  to   be  in- 
tended. 

'  Therefore,  Sir,  as  the  Objeclions  I  before  made, 
drev/  from  the  Hon.  Gentlem.an  the  Promife  of  a 
Claufe  for  preventing  thefe  Half-pay  Seamen  from 
becoming  miere  Land-Penfioners,  I  hope,  what  I 
now  fay,  will  draw  from  him  the  Promife  of  another 
Claufe,  for  exempting  them_  from  being  tried  by  a 
CoLirt-Martial,  for  any  Crime,  except  that  of  not 
anfwering  when  properly  called  out  to  Service  ^  and 
yet  when  both  thefe  Claufes  are  added,  I  believe,  J 
fhall  be  againft  the  Bill,  becaufe  I  ilill  think,  it  will 
be  loading  the  Public  v/ith  a  great  annual  Expence, 
without  anfwering  the  Purpofe  intended. 

'  For  fuppofmg.  Sir,  that  our  Half-pay  Seamen 
fliould  once  in  two  or  three  Years  be  obliged  to  take 
their  Turn  on  Board  his  Majefty's  Ships  of  War, 
yet  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  moft  of  them,  as  foon  as 
their  Turn  was  over,  and  they  were  difcharged  from 
that  Service,  would  enter  themfelves  in  the  Merchant- 
Service,  fo  that  v/e  fhould  net  thereby  increafe  the 
Num.berof  our  Seamen  in  general ;  and  as  all  our  Half- 
pay  Seamen  Vv^ould  be  taken  from  the  Merchant-Service 
at  the  Beginning  of  every  War,  we  fhould  thus,  upon 
every  fuch  Occafion,  be  obliged  to  diftrefs  our  Trade, 
as  much  as  if  the  Nation  had  not  put  itfelf  to  the 
Expence  of  giving  them  Half-pay,  or  any  other  Al- 
lowance, in  Time  of  Peace. 

'  In  fhort.  Sir,  the  Houfe  may,  if  it  pleafes,  order 
me  to  be  one  of  thofe  employed  to  draw  up  and  bring 
in  the  Bill,  and  if  it  does,  I  muft  obey ;  but  I  now 
declare  before-hand,  that  I  know  no  poffible  Method 
of  preventing  our  being  obliged  to  diftrefs  our  Trade 
at  the  Beginning  of  every  War,  but  that  of  keeping, 
in  Time  of  Peace,  a  much  greater  Number  of  Sea- 
men in  conftant  Employment  and  full  Pay,  than  we 
have  Occafion  for  :  There  is  but  one  other,  which  In 
Time  might  produce  its  Effeft,  and  is  of  all  others 
the  beft,  which  is  that  of  taking  Care  to  increafe  our 
pcmmerce,  Coafting-Trade,  and  Fillieries,  and  thereby 
5  ^^^ 
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Anno  X749.  our  Number  of  Seamen  in  general,  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
W^'V"'*— ^  as  not  to  be  obliged,  at  the  Beginning  of  any  War,  to 
take  from  our  l>ade  a  greater  Number  of  able  and 
expert  Seamen,  than  it  can  fafely  and  eafily  fpare. 
For  Example,  if  the  Number  of  Seamen  now  em- 
ployed in  Trade  be  80,000,  which  I  very  much  doubt 
of,  becaufe  there  is  but  about  40,000  upon  the  Six- 
penny Lift,  and  if  from  this  80,000  we  can  at  any 
Time  take  10,000  with  Eafe  and  Safety  to  our  Trade, 
then,  by  increafmg  our  Trade,  and  thereby  the  Num- 
ber of  our  Seamen  in  general  5  to  double  what  it  is 
now,  we  might  at  any  Time  take  20,000  from  our 
Trade  without  diftrefling  it ;  and  this,  with  10,000 
kept  in  Pay  in  Time  of  Peace,  would  be  fufficient 
for  manning  our  Navy  at  the  Beginning  of  a  War. 
Thefe  are,  in  my  Opinion,  the  only  two  Methods 
for  attaining  the  End  propofed  by  this  Motion,  and 
therefore  I  muft  be  againft  bringing  in  or  pafling  a 
Bill  upon  any  other  Plan.' 

The  next  who  fpoke  was  Henry  Bathurjl-^  the  Pur- 
port of  whofe  Speech  was  as  follows. 
'  Mr.  Speaker, 
Henry  Bathurft,     '  From  the  Account  we  have  had  of  what  is  in- 
Bfqj  tended,  I  muft  be  againft  the  Motion  for  two  Reafons ; 

firft,  becaufe  I  think  the  Method  propofed  for  pro- 
viding Seamen  for  our  Navy,  without  diftreffing 
Trade,  will  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to 
our  Conftitution  ;  and,  fecondly,  becaufe  the  Method 
propofed  for  our  doing  this  is  contrary  to  the  moft 
eftablifned,  and  what,  I  think,  ought  to  be  held  the 
moft  (acred,  Forms  of  Proceeding  in  this  Houfe.  As 
to  my  firft  Reafon,  I  need  fay  no  more,  than  that  it 
is  extending  the  Power  of  Courts-Martial,  by  put- 
ting a  new  Number  of  Subjefts  under  the  Paw  of 
military  Law,  and  depriving  them  of  the  Right  thev 
ought,  in  Time  of  Peace,  to  enjoy,  which  is  that  of 
being  tried  by  God  and  their  Country. 

*  As  to  my  fecond  Reafon,  Sir,  the  Method  pro- 
pofed is  (o  evidently  againft  our  Forms  of  Proceeding, 
thnt  I  wonder  it  did  not  occur  to  tlic  Noble  Lord  who 
made  you  the  Motion  ;  for  if  it  had,  I  am  perfuaded, , 
\\^  would  have  cholen  another  Method  of  Proceeding, 
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Is  it  not  evident,  Sir,  that  by  the  Method  propofed,  Anno  1749. 
we  are  to  grant  Money,  without  its  having  been  ever 
brought  before  the  Committee  of  Supply  ?  Is  there 
any  one  Rule  of  Proceeding  better  eftabliftied,  is  there 
any  one  that  ought  to  be  more  religioufly  obferved, 
than  that  all  Sums  of  Money  to  be  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  current  Service,  ought  firft  to  be  con- 
fidered  in,  and  refolved  upon  by  the  Committee  of 
Supply  ?  After  which  the  Refolutions  of  that  Com- 
mittee are  reported  to,  and  re-confidered  in  theHoufe; 
fo  that  every  Branch  of  the  Supply  mufl  be  twice 
folemnly  confidered,  before  it  can  be  regularly  granted 
by  Parliament ;  confequently,  every  Member  of  the 
Houfe  muft  know  when  Money  is  to  be  granted,  and 
the  Houfe  can  never  be  furpifed  into  any  needlefs  or 
extravagant  Grant  of  Money. 

*  But,  Sir,  let  us  examine  the  Method  now  pro* 
pofed  :  A  Bill,  with  a  mofl  fpecious  Title,  is  moved 
for  in  a  very  thin  Houfe  :  By  that  Bill  a  Sum  of  Money 
is  to  be  granted  to  the  Crown,  but  without  the  leaft 
Intimation  in  the  Title,  of  fuch  a  Grant  being  in- 
tended, and  confequently,  no  fuch  Intimation  can 
appear  upon  our  Journals,  or  in  the  printed  Votes  : 
As  to  the  ^lantum  of  the  Sum  to  be  granted,  it  muft 
remain  blank  till  the  Bill  be  committed  j  and  as  few 
Gentlemen  know  any  thing  of  fuch  a  Grant  being 
intended,  the  Blank  may  be  filled  up,  and  the  Bill 
read  a  third  Time,  when  none  but  Mmillers  and  their 
Friends  are  prefent.  Thus  a  very  large  Sum  of  Mo- 
ney may  be  very  unnecelTarily  granted  by  Surprize, 
and  without  its  ever  appearing  in  our  printed  Votes, 
or  being  otherv/ife  publickly  known,  till  it  appears  ia 
the  printed  Statute. 

'  From  hence  every  Gentleman  may  fee  the  Danger, 
Sir,  of  departing  from  our  ancient  and  eftablifhed 
Forma^  with  refpe6l  to  the  granting  of  Money ;  and  I 
hope.  Sir,  you  will  give  us  your  Opinion  upon  the 
Subjedi:,  before  any  Queftion  be  put  upon  this  Mo- 
tion ;  for  in  the  Light  in  which  it  appears  to  me  at 
prefent,  1  muft  confider  it  as  a  dangerous  Departure 
from  thofe  Forms ;  and  therefore,  if  I  had  no  other 
Reafon,  I  cannot  agree  to  it/ 

"jjpou 
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Anno  1749.        Upon  this,    Mr.  Onflotu^  the  Speaker,    fcood  up, 
and  fpoke  in  Subftance  as  follows,  viz, 

'  I  know  nothing  farther  of  what  is  intended  by 
the  Bill  now  propofed,  than  the  Noble  Lord  who 
made  the  Motion  was  pleafed  to  inform  us  ;  but  it  is 
my  Opinion,  that  if  any  Money  is  to  be  granted,  of 
which  an  Eflimate  can  be  made,  it  ought  to  have  been 
firft  refolved  on  in  the  Committee  of  Supply:  If 
otherwife ;  if  it  be  no  v/ay  pofUble  to  make  an  Efli- 
mate or  Calculation  of  what  Money  may  be  wanted, 
we  have  Precedents  for  granting  it  by  Bill,  or  by  a 
Claufe  in  a  Bill,  without  having  it  firft  refolved  on  in 
the  Committee  of  Supply.  The  5/.  Reward  now  pay- 
able to  the  Captors  of  Enemies  Ships  of  War,  was 
fome  Years  fmce  granted  by  Parliament,  and  large 
Sums  have  been  paid  in  purfuance  thereof,  though  it 
was  never  brought  before,  or  refolved  on,  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply.  So  likewife  in  this  very  Sef- 
fion,  we  have  granted  20  s,  Reward  for  every  Deferter 
that  fhall  be  apprehended,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Land- 
Tax  ;  which  was  granted  by  a  Claufe  in  the  Mutiny- 
Bill,  without  being  refolved  on  in  the  Committee  of 
Supply. 

'  I  could  mention  feveral  other  Precedents  with 
Regard  to  fmall  Sums,  and  in  Cafes  where  no  Efti- 
mate  could  be  made  of  the  Money  that  might  be 
wanted  for  the  Service  intended :  But  in  general  I  muft 
obferve,  that  v/hen  any  large  Sum  is  to  be  granted, 
efpecially  if  the  Service  be  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  can 
poffibly  admit  of  fome  Sort  of  Eftimate  or  Calcula- 
tion, I  hope,  the  Houfe  will  always  take  Care  to  have 
it  firft  refolved  on  in  the  Committee  of  Supply.' 

Upon  this.  Sir  John  Barnard  propofed,  that  the 
MotTon  (hould  be  waved,  and  that  thereupon  the 
Houfe  fhould  refolve  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  Methods  for  the  better 
manning  of  his  Majefty's  Fleet  for  the  future,  with- 
out Prejudice  to  the  Trade  of  the  Nation  ;  which  v/as 
agreed  to,  and,  Alay  3,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
the  faid  Committee,  and  came  to  a  Refolution,  which 
was  reported   by   Mr.    Fane^    their  Chairman,    upon 

the 
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Ihe  nth  ;  whereupon  a  Motion  was  made  for  order-     Anno  1749. 

ing  the  Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  which  brought 

on  a  new  Debate  upon  this  Subject;  but  upon  the 

Queftion's  being  put,  it  paffed  in  the  Negative  by  no 

to  47  ;  after  which  the  R.efolution  was  agreed  to  by 

the  Houfe,  and  was  as  follows,  vi%.    "  That  the  re- 

"  taining  and  fecuring  a  Number  of  Seamen,  over 

"  and  above  thofe  actually  employed,  by  a  proper  Al- 

*^  lowance  of  Pay,  will  be  a  Means  of  more  fpeedily 

'*  manning  his  JVIajefty's  Navy,  on  any  future  Occa- 

"  fion,  without  diftreiTing  Trade."     Here  the  Affair 

ended. 

On  the  13th  of  June^  his  Majefty  went  to  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  put  an  End  to  the  SelHon  with 
the  follov/ing  Speech. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
**  T  Come  now  to  put   an  End  to  this   Seflion  of 
*'   J^  Parliament,  which  is  become  the  more  neceflary, 
*'  by  reafon  of  the  advanced  Seafon  of  the  Year. 

"  The  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  have- 
*'  ing  been,  by  my  Order,  laid  before  you,  feveral 
^^  Months  ago,  you  have  all  been  fully  informed  of 
*'  the  Terms  and  Conditions  on  which  it  was  made; 
*'  and  have  already  had  the  Satisfaction  to  fee  them 
*'  carried  into  Execution,  by  the  feveral  contra61:ing 
*'  Parties,  with  great   PunAuality   and    good  Faith, 
"  fo  far  as  the  Time  and  Diftance  of  Place  would 
"  admit.     Nothing  nov/  remains,  but  to  preferve  and 
*'  improve  the  Peace  fo  happily' re-eflablifhed.     All 
*'  the  Powers  concerned  have  declared  themfelves,  in 
'^  fo  clear  and  friendly  a  Manner,  on  this   Subje61:, 
"  as  leaves  no  Room  to  doubt  of  their  fmcere  Dif- 
"  pofition  to  render  the  Peace  lafling  in  all  Parts. 
*'  My  earneft  defire  to  promote  the  Welfare  of  my 
*'  own    Subjects,    and    the    general   Tranquillity    of 
"  Europe^  will  make  me  exert  my  Endeavovrs  for  the 
''  fame  good  End,  by  fteadily  adhering  to  the  En- 
««  gagements    I   have  entered    into,    and  cultivating 
'^  the    moil  ~  perfe61:    Union   and  Harmony  v/ith  my 
''  Allies,  upon  whofe  ready  Concurrence,  in  all  pro- 
"  per  Meafures  for  that  Purpofe,  I  have  the  greateft 
''  Reafon  to  depend, 

«  It 
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Anno  1749.  ^*  It  is  with  great  SatisfacSlion,  I  have  feen  Part 
''  of  this  Seffion  employed  in  Confiderations  for 
''  advancing  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  my  King- 
**  doms.  I  hope,  at  your  next  Meeting,  you  v^ili 
*'  be  able  to  perfect  what  has  now  been  begun, 
*'  particularly  by  taking  the  proper  Methods  to 
^^  render  our  Naval  Force  the  moft  ufeful  and  fer- 
*^  viceable,  which  is  fo  eflential  to  the  Prote(3:ion 
*'  of  our  Commerce,  and  to  our  Security  in  all 
«  Times." 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
'^  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  Supplies  you 
*'  have  granted  me,  and  for  the  Attention  you  have 
*'  fhewn  to  maintain  the  public  Credit,  which  I 
*'  rejoiced  to  fee  in  fo  flourifhing  a  Condition  at  the 
"  End  of  an  expenfive,  though  neceffary  War. 
"  The  Readinefs  with  which  you  have  enabled  me 
*^  to  fatisfy  the  Demands  of  my  Allies,  is  very 
*^  agreeable  to  me,  and  cannot  fail  to  produce  the 
«  beft  EfFeds." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
*'  Let  me  recommend  it  to  you  to  improve  the 
*'  Advantages  of  our  prefent  Situation  for  the  Quiet 
''  and  Stability  of  my  Government,  and  the  true 
"  Intereft  and  Happinefs  of  my  People ;  and,  in 
*'  your  feveral  Countries,  to  promote  fuch  Principles 
''  and  Difpofitions,  as  may  be  moft  conducive  to 
«  thofe  defirable  Ends." 

A  LIST  of  the  Public  ACTS  paffed  during  this 
Seffion. 

AN  Ait,  For  continuing  the  Duties  on  Malt^  Mum^ 
Cyder  and  Ferry  in  England  ;  and  for  granting  to 
his  Majejiy  certain  Duties  on  jMalt^  Mum,  Cyder  and 
Perry  in  Scotland,  for  1749. 

An  Act,  For  granting  4s.  in  the  Pound  by  a  Land-Tax 
for  1749. 

An  A6i:,  For  declaring  the  Authority  of  the  Cow.miffioners 
appointed  by  his  MajeJly^  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great- 
Britain,  for  receivings  hearings  and  deter  mining  Appeals 
in  Caiifes  of  Frizes, 

All 


[    367,  1 

An  A61:,  For  pumfhing  Mutiny  and  Defer  tlon^  and  for    Anno  1749. 
the  better  Faymeiit  of  the  Army  In  their  Quarters. 

An  Acl,  For  the  better  fecuring  the  Duties  upon  Coal^ 
Culm^  and  C'mders  exported. 

An  Aft,  For  preventing  Mifchiefs  from  Gunpowder^ 
kept  or  carried  in  great  ^ia?itities. 

An  Aft,  For  charging  the  Sinking-Fund  with  the  Pay^ 
ment  of  Annuities^  in  Difcharge  of  Navy,  Vi^ualling^ 
and  Tranjport- Bills,  and  Ordnance  Debentures,  to  the 
Amount  therein  mentioned. 

An  Aft,  To  enable  the  Bijhop  of  London,  or  his  Sue- 
cejfors,  to  demife  or  fell  the  capital  Meffuage,  or  Manfion^ 
Houfe,  called  London  Houfe,  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Bifnoprick, 

An  Aft,  For  remedying  Inconveniences  hy  Proceedings  in 
Actions  on  the  Statutes  of  Hue  and  Cry. 

An  Aft,  For  encouraging  the  People  known  by  the  Name 
of  Unitas  Fratrum,  or  United  Brethren,  [Moravians 
whofpread  through  Maryland,  vif^:.]  to  fettle  in  the  Ame- 
rican Colonies. 

An  Aft,  For  preventing  the  Importation  and  Wear  of 
foreign  E?nbroidery,  Brocade,  Gold  or  Silver  Thready 
Lace,  or  other  Work  of  Gold  or  Silver  Wire,  manu- 
factured in  foreign  Parts. 

An  Aft,  For  applying  Part  of  the  perfoncd  EJiate  of 
Gilbert  late  BlJJyjp  of  Salifbury,  for  purchafing  Land  or 
Rents  In  Perpetuity  In  Scotland,  to  be  fettled  for  Charities 
mentioned  in  his  Will. 

An  Aft,  For  preventing  Frauds  and  Abufes  171  manu- 
faiiurlng  Hats ;  aiid  i?i  the  Woollen,  Linen,  Fvjlian, 
Cotton,  Iron,  Leather,  Fur,  Hemp,  Flax,  Mohair,  and 
Silk  Manufactures,  and  preventing  unlawful  Combi- 
nations of  fourneymen  Dyers,  fourneymen  Hot-Prefjeri, 
and  all  PerfoJis  employed  in  thefe  Manufactures,  and  for 
better  Payment  of  their  Wages. 

An  Aft,  For  amending,  explainiizg,  ajid  reducing  into 
one  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Govern-^ 
ment  of  the  Navy^  and  Forces  by  Sea. 

An  Aft,  For  raifng  and  ejlabllflmig  a  Fund  for  pro- 
viding for  the  Widows  and  Children  of  the  Minijlers  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  'Heads,  Principals^, 
and  Mafiers  of  the  Univerfities  ojfbt.  Andrew/ Glafgov/, 
and  Edinburgh. 
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Anno  1749.  An  A6I5  For  explaining  and  a?nending  an  A6h^  Anne  9, 
fo  far  as  relates  to  letting  of  Horfes  or  Furniture  to  Perfons 
riding  Pojl. 

An  A61,  For  granting  to  his  Majefty  One  Million  out 
of  the  Sinking-Fund  fori"]  ^^  ;  and  for  enabling  his  Majejly 
to  raife  a  further  Sum  for  Ufes  therein  mentioned. 

An  A6t,  To  rectify  Miftahs  in  the  Names  of  fome  Com^ 
miffioners  pf  the  Land-Tax. 

An  A61,  For  the  further  Encouragement  and  Enlarge- 
ment of  the  Whale-Fijhery^  and  naturalizing  foreign  Fro- 
tejiants  fey'vijtg  a  Time  therein  mentioned.,  on  hoard  Ships 
fitted  out  for  that  Fifnery. 

An  A61,  For  vefting  the  forfeited  EJlates  ^  James  late 
Earl  of  Derwentwzter^  and  Charles  Ratclifre,  deceafed^ 
in  Trufteesfor  an  ahfolute  Ejlate  of  Inheritance  for  the  Be?ie- 
fit  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.,  and  for  raifing  certain  Sunis 
of  Money  out  of  the  f aid  EJlates^  for  Relief  of  the  Children 
of  the  f aid  Charles  Ratcliffc. 

An  A61,  For  making  a  free  Fijlo- Market  in  Weftmln- 
fler,  and  for  preventing  the  for  ejl  ailing  and  monopolixing 
of  Fiji-) ',  and  for  allowing  the  Sale  of  under fized  Fiji).,  if 
taken  with  a  Hook. 

An  Aft,  To  ejiahlij})  a  Method  of  Proceedings  on  Out- 
lazuriesfor  High-Treafon  and  Mifprifion  of  High-Treafon 
in  Scotland. 

An  A6I5  To  enable  fuch  Officers^  Mariners  and  Soldiers^ 
as  have  been  in  his  Majejiys  Service  fmce  his  Jccejfion^  tn 
exercije  Trades. 

An  A(5t,  For  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  Recovery  of  fmall 
Debts  in  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  and  the  Parijhes  of 
St.  Savnour,  St.  Mary  Newhigton,  St.  Mary  Mag- 
dalen Bermondfey,  Chrifl  Church,  St.  Mary  Lam- 
beth, a7zd  St.  Mary  Rotherhithe,  and  the  Precin£ls  of 
the  fame, 

[There  are  to  be  132  Commlflioners  annually  nomi- 
nated by  Veftries  of  each  Parifli,  viz.  %  St.  Olave  12, 
X  St.  John  12,  X  St.  George  12,  X  ^i-  Thomas  6,  St, 
Saviour  18,  Newington  12,  St.  Magdalen  18,  Chriji- 
Church6^  Lambeth  18,  a.nd  Rotherhithe  18,  who  are  to 
fit  every  Tuefday  and  Friday  in  the  Court-Houfe  on 
St,    Margaret^  Hill^    of   whom   three   may   make    a 

t  Not  wentiortsd  in  the  AEi  j  he'tf^^.  "^  '^^  Borough. 

Court} 
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Court;— and   the   Commiflioners  are   to  chufe  their   Anno 
future  Clerks,  after  the  two  appointed  by  the  Act.'] 

An  A6t,  To  continue  fevei'al  expiring  Laws^  viz.  for 
pyeve-nting  Exactions  of  Occupiers  of  Locks  and  Wears  on 
//f?^  Thames,  and  for  afcertaiiiing  the  Rates  of  Water  Car^ 
riage  on  the  faid  River, 

An  A6t,  For  continuing  and  explaining  feveral  Lawsi 
for  regulating  Attorneys^  and  AJfizes  of  Bread -^  the  Dif 
tempered  Cattle  Ad^  6zc. 

An  A61:,  For  repairing  the  Roads  from  Worcefter, 
through  Broomfgrove  to  Spadefbourn  Bridge,  and  from 
Droitwich  to  Bradley  Bridge^. 

An  Aft,  For  repairing  the  High  Road  from  Stockton 
to  Darlington,  and  thence  through  Winfton  to  Barnard- 
Caflle,  in  the  Coimty  of  Durham. 

An  A(51:,  For  annexing  the  ReSfory  of  Glaffton,  Rut- 
Jandihire,  to  the  Office  of  Mafter  of  'St.  Peter's  Ccllcgr^ 
Cambridge. 

*  This  Bill,  though  only  a  Road-Bill,  occafioned  fome  Deflates  in 
the  Houfe  of  Corrirr.ons,  and  a  Proteft  was  entered  aeainft  it  in  the 
^ioufe  of  Lords.     Sei  the  Lords  Prctejit^  Vol.  II.  p.  239. 
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